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Megan and the greyhound

Apart from his academic,
military, and diplomatic
achievements, Philip Noel-
Baker has atleast two other
claims to fame. He com-
peted twice at the Olympic
Games, ‘running one of the
brainiest races thathasever
been witnessed on any cin-
der path* to help A N S
Jackson of Malvern to beat
three strong Americans in
the 1500 metres at Stock-
holmin1912;and foralarge
chunk of his married life he
kept up a long-running se-
cret love affair with one of
Wales's best known politi-
cal figures of the mid twen-
tieth century, Lady Megan
Lloyd George. No wonder
Megan and her best friend
came to refer to him as ‘the
greyhound™*.

They were both first
elected to Parliament at the
General Election of 1929,

Neyland’s
noble son

AH t\u

Lord Parry of Neyland, for-
merly Gordon Parry, has
long been a prominent fig-
ure in the Labour move-
ment. He contested
Monmouth on behalf of
Labour in 1959 and
Pembrokeshirein 1970 and
1974 (twice) before being
created a baronin 1975;and
he achieved national

he as the Labour member
for Coventry and she as the
Liberal member for Angle-
sey; and Philip fell for her
the moment he saw her:
‘Ever since we first sat
down togetheron the Bench
in the Lobby [...] 1 have
longed to have you for my
own,’ he wrote years later.
But, according to Lady
Megan’s biographer,
Mervyn Jones, the romance
probably did not begin un-
til 1936 when Philip re-
turned to the Commons as
MP for Derby after a five-
year absence.

Breaking the barriers

There was a period be-
tween 1936 and 1940 when
the question arose of Philip
‘breaking the barriers’ and
leaving his wife to marry
Megan; butthe opportunity
slipped away.

During the winter of
1940-1, after submitting to
her dying mother’s persua-
sion, Megan broke off the
relationshipand did not re-
new it for five ‘long, dark,
lonely years.’

Sudden death

Then the romance began
again withrenewed vigour;
and it continued until
Philip was knocked com-
pletely out of his stride by
the suddenand unexpected
death of his wife Irene on 8

prominenceas Chairman of
the Wales Tourist Board
from 1978 to 1984.

Lord Parry haskindly do-
nated a substantial collec-
tion of his personal papers
to the WPA. The papers,
which date from 1956 to
1991, reflect his wide range
of interests and responsi-
bilities.

Megan Lloyd George with a faithful friend

February 1956: ’l suddenly
found, in an instant, that I
loved Irene far more & far
more deeply than I knew.’

Free at last to marry
Megan, Philip drew back
and finally abandoned her.
The affair was over.

Love Letters

Now the lasting and
touching memaorials to the
love story are the several
hundred letters sent by
Philip to Megan between
1940 and 1956 which were
recently acquired by the
MNational Library of Wales.

They include more than
one hundred and fifty let-
ters which came to light
only this year and which
fill a sizeable gap in the
whole series.
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*F A M Webster, Athletics of To-day
{London: Frederick Warne, 1929), B2
**Mervvn Jones, A Radical Life (Lon-
don: Hulchinson, 1991), 135

Megan Day by Day
Although she did try from
time to time, Lady Megan
Lloyd George never really
caught the habit of keepinga
diary.

It is therefore with a great
deal of satisfaction that the
Archive has acquired her
diary for the period 30 Sep-
tember to 9 December 1941,
containing occasional entries
relating to the progress of
the war and references to
Winston Churchilland other
contemporary figures.

The Archive wishes to ac-
knowledge the kind co-op-

' eration of the Imperial War
Museum in the acquisition
of this item.



The Welsh Political Archive,
The National Library of
Wales, Aberystwyth, Dyfed,
Wales. 5Y23 3BLL

Tel: 0970 623816

Fax: 0970 615709

For further information
please contact John Watts-
Williams or Lowri Jones

The Welsh Political Archive
was set up in 1983 to co-ordi-
nate the collection of all materi-
als - manuscript, printed, and
audio-visual - concerning poli-
tics in Wales. It collects the
records and papers of political
parties, politicians, quasi-po-
litical organisations, campaigns
and pressure groups; printed
leaflets, pamphlets, and other
ephemera; posters and photo-
graphs; and tapes of radio and
television programmes.

Patrick Hannan
The First Rough Draft:
History and [ournalism
The text of the Welsh
Political Archive Lecture
1992
in pamphlet form
£2.25 (£2.75 by post).
1987-91 lectures also
available.

If you have publications or pho-
tographs like those shown be-
low the WPA would be very
glad tnhu:'ﬂﬂn‘l]rau.ﬂwpe-
riedical is one of several do-
nated by Mrs Ismay Thomas of
Prestwood, Bucks. [whose
photo appears there]; and the
photo of Hugh Gaitskell was
given by the gentleman who
greets him, Mr Elfed Williams
of Aberystwyth.

Newport West Labour
The latest group of papers
received from the Newport
West Labour Party comprise
material, 1985-93, concern-
ing local, general and Euro-
pean elections, the Manufac-
turing, Science and Finance
Union, and the Labour
GrouponNewport Borough
Council.

Labour at Cwmbrin
Mrs Ismay Thomas has
kindly donated a small
scrapbook she compiled
when she stood successfully
as one of seven Labour can-
didates in the Llanfrechfa
Upper Ward at the Cwmbrin
UDC elections in April 1946.

Trade Union Activist
Ivan Monckton, a TGWU ac-
tivist in Wales for the past
fifteen years has donated a
large collection of papers to
the WPA. It dates mainly
from the mid-eighties and
includes pa connected
with hisinvolvementintrade
union activities and the La-
bour Party, with particular
regard to the Brecon and
Radnor constituency and the

Presteigneand Knightondis-
trict.

Sir Alun Talfan Davies

Sir Alun Talfan Davies has
given the Archive his per-
sonal papers and corre-
spondence, which reflect the
donor's distinguished legal
career and his wide-ranging
professional and leisure in-
terests.

Many of the letters relate
to Sir Alun’s participationin
the affairs of the BBC,
Christopher Davies Ltd, The
Commercial Bank of Wales,
HTV, The National Eistedd-
fod, The Queen’s Silver Jubi-
lee Appeal, the University of
Wales, the Welsh Arts Coun-
cil, and the Welsh Centre for
International Affairs.

Welsh Liberal Democrats
The WPA has received a fur-
ther group of papers accu-
mulated by Mr Gwyn
Griffiths and relating toboth
the Welsh Liberal Alliance
and the Welsh Liberal Demo-
crats, 1986-92; and a small
collection of papers concern-
ing the Monmouth Liberals
and SDP from Ms Frances
David of Skenfrith, the Alli-
ance candidate in the
Monmouth by-election 1991
and general election 1992.

Gwilym Jones Papers
Mr Gwilym Jones MP, Par-
liamentary Under-Secretary
of State at the Welsh Office,
has placed in the WP A a fur-

ther group of his political
papers. They belong in the
main to the years 1986-7 and
arenotavailable without the

permission of the donor,

Name That Village
Michael Eyers has very
kindly donated a typescript
copy of the original manu-
script of his work, The Mas-
ters of the Coalfield: Peopleand
Place Names in Glamorganand
Gwent  (Griffithstown,
Pontypool: Village Publish-
ing, 1992), which examines
the growth of new settle-
ments in south east Wales as
aresultof theindustrial revo-
lution and the naming of
those settlements after the

families or indi-
viduals who owned the col-
lieries. The copy contains
some passages, facts, and
dates which were omitted
from the final published ver-
sion, and with it there are
associated supplementary
notes, copies of documen-
tary sources, and photo-
graphs.

THE CLARION

(PONTYPOOL & DISTRICT LABOUR NEWS)
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Wartime Wales
The WPA has recently ac-
quired several small groups
of papers which relateinone
way oranother to World War
1I.

MIS5 and Wales
Emeritus Professor Dafydd
Jenkins, A has
kindly donated the corre-

spondence he had with Pro-
fessor A W Brian Simpson

concerning the latter's re-
search for his book In the
Highest Degree Odious. It re-
lates to MI5's suspicions
about possible collaboration
between nationalistand com-
munist groups in Wales and
the German enemy during
World War II; and, in par-
ticular, the circumstances
surrounding the internment
of T E Nicholas and his son,
Islwyn, in 1940.

Nantgarw destroyed
Lyn Gardiner, who married
a Scottish-born Gl and set-
tled in the USA after the war,
has sent us a copy of her
account of the period 1937-
46 which ‘destroyed life’ as
she knew it in her native vil-
lage of Nantgarw. In "Wales
at War’ she writes, ‘1 have
only been back to Wales once
since I left in 1946 [...] and I
have no desire to go back
home. It would only open
old wounds for me [...] But
wanttoleavea record of it so
folks would know that WW2
was a real war and not a
story in a book.”

German relief
Professor Eryl Hall Williams
has donated papers relating
mainly to his period of serv-
ice as a civilian relief worker
with the Friends Relief Serv-
ice in Germany in 1945-6.

A Welshman in France
Through the kindness of Mr
] L1 Marks of Dafen, the Ar-
chivehasacquired photocop-
ies of two letters written in
November 1944 by a relative
of his who was employed by
the Stepney Spare Wheel
Company in Paris. The let-
ters give a colourful sketch
of the life of David James
Walters and his family in
France under the German
occupation, 1940-44: ‘As for
the four of us, we came
through without a scratch,
although many a time it was
touch and go.’

WALES AND THE CAMPAIGN
FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
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Since its formation in 1958
the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament has been one
of the highest profile pres-
sure groups in Britain,

Its originsliein the oppo-
sition to the development
of the British hydrogen
bombin the late 1950s, since
when it has attracted much

popular support.
From the beginning the

movement had its support-
ers in Wales. A Welsh Na-
tional Council and many
local groups were soon
formed.

Papers donated to NLW
in 1967 by Dr Mansel
Davies, who was secretary
of the Aberystwyth Nu-
clear Weapons Committee,
include minutes of that
committee 1958-61 and a
large collection of corre-
spondence, papers and
printed material relating to
CND at a local, Welsh, and
British level.

In the summer of 1981,
forty women walked from

I

THE CAMPAIGH FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
WELSH NATIONAL COUNCIL
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Cardiff to Greenham Com-
mon, Berkshire, and set up
a peace camp, which be-
came as vivid an image of
anti-nuclear protest for the
eightiesasthe Aldermaston
marches had been for the
fifties and sixties.

CND Cymru
CND Cymru was formed
in 1982 and it enjoys au-
tonomous nation-status in
relation to the CND move-

ment in general.

The WPA is in the proc-
ess of compiling a compre-
hensive archive of CND
Cymru papers,and wehave
already received substan-
tial collections from four ac-
tive members, including
two former General Secre-
taries, Bob Cole and Ve-
ronica Wood, and CND
Cymru Campaign co-
ordinator, Mary Jones.

The archive includes
General Executive Com-
mittee minutes, printed ma-

terial, newsletters, and cor-
respondence with other
anti-nuclear movements in
Britainand beyond. Among
the many issues covered are
Molesworth, Trident,

Point, Civil De-
fence, Cruise, Greenham
Common, Chernobyl, and
more specifically Welsh
campaigns such as the
Royal Ordnance Factory,
Llanishen, Carmarthen

Bunker, Trawsfynydd, and
RAF Brawdy.

Other Groups

We have several collections
relating toother Welshanti-
nuclear groups, which usu-
allywork closely with CND
Cymru and share the same
membership. The lan and
Thalia Campbell Papers
contain a variety of papers
relating to CND, Welsh
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Anti-Nuclear Alliance,

Medical Campaignagainst
MNuclear Weapons,
Greenham Common

Women, Women for Life
on Earth, Women's Peace
Camps, and the Aberyst-

Peace Network. We
also have rate collec-
tions of papers for the Ab-

erystwyth Peace Network

clear Group, in addition to
photographs, posters, pam-
phlets and press cuttings
donated by Dr Sheila
Owen-Jones, a prominent
member of the peace move-

ment in Wales.
EL]



Soldiers protect the pits in 1921

A O Gillitt was one of the
soldiers who came to south
Walestoprotect the pits dur-
ing the coal strike of 1921.

He was a lieutenant in the
Portsmouth C Battalion of
the Royal Navy, which had
been sent to Newport fol-
lowing a mutiny by mem-
bers of the Royal Fleet Re-
Serve,

Eighteen letters written by
Lieut. Gillitt while he was in
south Wales between 30

Besides the wide variety
of local social life, he men-
Hons negotiations between
the miners and the pit own-

ers, coal picking at
Abertillery, and the arrest of
a sailor who ‘got up at a
Bolshie meeting & made an
awfully seditious speech. 1
hope he will get about 10
years.”

Together with the letters
was the photograph repro-
duced here of No. 3 Com-

pany 9th RM Battalion at

April and 6 June 1921 have . -
been obtained by the Ar- Leven Pit, Fifein1921.
chive.
Educating the Workers

D T Guy was district secre-  to his predecessor in the 5
tary of the South Wales Dis-  Wales WEA, John Davies,
trict of the Workers Educa-  and papers relating to the
tional Associationfrom1938  Welsh Advisory Committee
to 1970. of the British Council, the

Through the good offices  Council for World Citizen-
of his widow we have ree  ship-Cymru, the University
ceived a collectionof papers  College of Cardiff Court of
accumulatedbyMrGuycon-  Governors, and Coleg
cerning the WEA, whichin-  Harlech, of which he was a
cludes material from the former student and gover-
twentiesand thirtiesrelating  nor.

Red Roman road

In the summer of 1950,
Raymond Garlick made a
Holy Year pilgrimage from
Pembroke Dock to Rome in
the company of his wife,
some camping equipment,
and a little money. They
sailed from Newhaven to
Dieppe and hitchhiked
across France to northern
Italy and then via Torino,
Genoa, and Florence to
Rome.

The notebook which con-
tains an entertaining account
of the pilgrimage is now
among the Raymond Garlick
Papers at the National Li-
brary.

Having mixed with lorry
drivers, cafe owners, shop-
keepers, priests and pil-
grims, Mr Garlick, in his
notes, gives a clear impres-
sion of some common cares
and precccupations in post-
war Europe: the fear of an-
other war, the rosy picture
of British affluence and the
dim view of British work-
manship, the well-stocked
shops, and the rapid
of reconstruction.

The main talking-point on
thepolitical frontisthe preva-
lence of communism.

Big promises

At Ouzouer-sur-Loire,
there was a wall plastered
with Communist posters
supporting the Stockholm
agreement to ban the atomic
bomb. Inanother village fur-
ther down the Loire, half of
the inhabitants, according to
its parish priest (who hap-
pened to be English), were
Communists, ‘that is to say,
they had been promised
motor-cars and salaries of
50,000 francs a month if they
voted Communist, and they
voted accordingly.’

Communist posters ap-
peared everywherein north-
ern [taly and a hammer and
sickle had been roughly
painted in red on the great
gates of Florence. At a Ro-
man cafe a labourer made a
big display of his Commu-
nist Party card and declared,
‘[l Papa eats; de Gasperi eats;
Truman eats; but the people
starve’ as he pitched into a
massive plateful of macaroni.
All Italian lorry drivers were

Communists. They could see
no contradiction between
Communism and Christian-
ity: “Tell il Papa that Com-
munist drivers helped you
to Rome, and he will send us
his blessing.’

It may be gathered there-
fore that Mr Garlick gained
novery flattering impression
of continental Communist
thinking at grass roots level.
Indeed, he confesses that
‘only once did one come
across an informed Commu-
nist, knowing his faith thor-
oughly fromalpha toomega,
and able to expound it suc-
cinctly and intelligently. And
hewasastudentonacycling
holiday - from Maesteg.’

Yours earnestly

An addition to the Plaid
Cymru Archives has been
received through the good
offices of Mr Dafydd
Williams, former General
Secretary of Plaid Cymru. It
includes correspondence
and papers which date
mainly from the 1960s to the
1980s.

Asworkp on the
preparationof acomprehen-
sive list of the large Plaid
Cymru Archive, a remark-
able letter in the hand of
Dafydd Wigley has come to
light. From Manchester,
where he was, in late 1961, a
first-year Physicsstudent, he
sentoff hisapplication to join
the party. After saying that
he had never been a member
of any other political party,
he asks for every detail ap-

riate to a new member
and wishes to know how he
may help, in Manchester as
well as at home in Caernar-
fon, in the battle to win Wales
over toFlaid Cymru. Hewas
not interested in becoming a
member of the party in name
only.

Cowethas Flamank
Additional archives cover-
ing the years 1983-5 have
been donated by Cowethas
Flamank, the Cornish cur-
rent affairs and research
group. Permission is re-
quired to consult these pa-
pers.

Printed at the
Mational Library of Wales



