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Westminster Revisited
B The Welsh Political Ar-  As aresult, the Welsh Po-
a chive was set up by the litical Archive now in-
.| NationalLibraryofWales  cludesthepapersof many
in 1983 in response to the  contemporary public fig-

A scene from the 1984 receplion

Ten years on from its first
visit to Westminster, the
Welsh Political Archive
is getting ready for an-
other.

On 18 May 1994 the
WPA is arranging a

twofold: to acknowledge
with  gratitude the
immense contribution
which has been made
by members of both
Houses to the growth and
development of the Ar-
chive over the last ten

realisation that many
recordsand papersimpor-
tant to the political his-
tory of Wales had been
lost forever; and its main
aim is simply stated: to
co-ordinate the collection
of all materials, manu-
script, printed, and audio-
visual, concerning politics
in Wales.

The previous visit to the
Houses of Parliament oc-
curred on 23 May 1984 as
part of the WPA's first
year of operation. It

ures; records pertaining
to all the major political

parties active in Wales;
records of quasi-political
organisationsand records
and papers of campaigns
and pressure groups; com-
pletesets of ephemeral lit-
erature produced during
general election cam-
paigns since 1983 and
other printed matter in-
cluding books, newspa-
pers, periodicals, pam-
phlets, leaflets, posters,
and photographs; and

reception for Welsh  years; and to prepare the roved to be a very suc- video and audio tapes of
Parliamentarians at the ground for fiﬁhﬂr ad- Eessﬁ:l event, sett:i; offa TEWS and current affairs
House of Commons. The  yances during the next  steady flow of papers to PrOGTAITIRES,
purpose of the exercise i ten, the Archive.

Wales and Europe since 1848 Emlyn Hooson on Liberalism
This year’s Welsh Political ~ Centre of Things’: Political | Emlyn Hooson QC (Lord

Archive Lecture is to be
given by Christopher
Harvie, Professorof British
Studies at the University of
Tiibingen in Baden-
Wiirttemberg, Germany.

Professor Harvie is the au-
thor of such works as Scol-
land and Nationalism (1977,
1994); No Gods and Precious
Few Heroes: Scotland 1914-
80 (1981, 1987, 1993); The

Fiction in Britain from
Disraeli to the Present (1991);
Cultural Weapons: Scotland
and Survival in a New Eu-
rope (1992); and The Rise of
Regional Europe (1994).

The theme Professor Harvie
has chosen to explore in
MNovember's WPA Lecture
is ‘Europe and the Welsh
MNation 1848-1994",

THE WELSH POUITICAL ARCHIVE ANNUAL LECTURE

EUROPE AND THE WELSH NATION
1848-1994

by CHRISTOPHER HARVIE
Professor of Bitish Studies, University of Tibingen, Garmany

Tobe given at The Oid Hall, The Old College, Aberystwyth
Friday, 4 November 1994 al 5.30p.m.

Hooson), who was MP for
Montgomeryshire 1962-79,
gave the Political Archive’s
Lecture for 1993, At the Old
College on 5 November he
chose to discuss the fortunes
of the Liberal Party in Wales
since the Second World War
under the provocative title,
‘Rebirth or Death?”

Having begun his political
career by campaigning on
behalf of Garner Evans in
the West Denbighshire con-
stituency at the 1945 general
election, MrHooson became
very prominent in the efforts
to reorganise the Liberal
Party in Wales and to give it
some leadership.

He considers that the period
1945-61 saw thelaying of new

foundations: changing the
party’sorganisation;launch-
ing a series of weekend
schools; making a key
contribution to the develop-
ment of political ideas and

policies.

The text of Lord Hooson's
lecture has been published
and may be obtained from
the National Library of
Wales.



The Welsh Political Ar-
chive, National Library of
Wales, Aberystwyth,
Dyfed, Wales 5Y23 3BU.
Tel: 0970 623816

Fax: 0970 615709.

Please ask for John Watts-
Williams or Lowri Jones

Publications

WPA Annual Lectures

1987 John Grigg on Lloyd
George

1988 K O Morgan on Jim
Griffiths & Nye Bevan

1989 David Marquand on the
1979 Referendum

1990 Lord Cledwynon Wales
in Both Houses

1991 Lord Blake on Lloyd
George & Bonar Law

1992 Patrick Hanmanon Jour-
nalism and History

1993 Lord Hooson on Welsh
Liberalism

Sir Zachry Brierley

Among the latest group of
Morth Wales Conservatives’
papers to be transferred to
the WPA by Mr Elwyn Jones
is an autobiography of Sir
Zachry Brierley and some
press cuttings connected
with him. Sir Zachry (1920-
93), a successful Llandudno
businessman, was a leading
Conservative in the Conwy
constituency and beyond: he
was Wales Area Conserva-
tive Council chairman 1982-
6. He made a great contribu-
tion to the growth of indus-
try in Wales and served on

Clement in Africa

Mr Stanley Clement-
Davies, London, haskindly
added to the substantial ar-
chive of the papers of his
father, Rt Hon. E Clement

Davies, MP for
Montgomeryshire 1929-62,
and leader of the Liberal
Party 1945-56. During 1938-
9 Clement Davies spent
four months in West Africa
conducting, on behalf of the
Leverhulme Trust, a sur-
vey into racial and indus-
trial problems. The most
recent deposit comprises
typescript copies of a large
group of detailed letters
penned by Davies to his
wifeand family during this
period giving a most vivid
account of his travels and
experiences and of condi-
tions in colonial West Af-
rica.

both the Welsh Industrial | The permission of the deposi-

Development Board and the | tor is required to consulf the

WDA. Clement Davies Papers.
Another Crawshay

William Crawshay, thegreat  some leading political fig-

ironmaster of Merthyr
Tydfil, had a younger
brother, George, who, after
an uncomfortable period of
trying to collaborate with
William, eventually mi-
grated from south Wales to
be an ironmaster on
Tyneside.

George married a Frenchggirl
and their eldest son, George

Crawshay Jr (1821-96) of
Haughton Castle, Northum-
berland, took an active inter-
estin politics, especially for-
eign affairs. Although he
never stood for Parliament,
George [r was in touch with

ures of the day and was a
friend and follower of David
Urquhart MP, the diploma-
tist.

A small group of George
Crawshay Jr's papers were
recently acquired by the Li-
brary. Among them are
about thirty letters from no-
table Victorians from Britain
and abroad including
Cobden, Emerson, Garibaldji,
Gladstone, Kossuth, | S Mill,
and Peel.

They make an interesting
addition to the Library's
main Crawshay archive, the
Cyfarthfa Papers.

James the News

One of the most important
and influential figuresinthe
history of Welsh journalism
in the twentieth century is
Edward James (1885-1971),
a native of Porthcawl who
served as London editor of
the Western Mail from 1913
to 1959. His highly distin-
guished career got off to an
auspicious start when, as a
young re in the em-
ploy of the Bridgend-based
Glamorgan Gazette at the be-
ginning of the century, he
accompanied the celebrated
revivalist Evan Roberts on
hiscrusade through the coal-
mining valleys of south
Wales, avidly recording the
closure of local police courts
and publichouses in thesud-
den surge of vibrant reli-
gious fervour.

Joining the staff of the West-
ern Mail in 1910, James was
the last person to interview
the ill-fated Captain Scott
shortly before hs departure
on the doomed Terra Nova
expedition to the Antarctic.
In the heady days of unrest
before the Great War, he
penned graphicdescriptions
of the Tonypandy Riots
{where he was accused of
being a black-leg by fren-
zied striking miners), the
1911 investitureof the Prince
of Wales at Caernarfon Cas-
tle, and, most lamentably,
the Senghennydd pit disas-
ter of 1913, where he stood
on duty at the pit head for
three long and agonizing
weeks. He toured with Mrs
Emmeline Pankhurst in her
intensive Suffragette Cam-
paignand wasindeed called
asprincipal prosecution wit-
ness against her in a dra-
matic Old Bailey trial.

On the eve of the War he
migrated to London, spend-
ing the remainder of his ca-
reer at the hub of political
life and becoming the first
Welsh speaker to serve as
chairman of the Commons
Press Gallery and the sec-
ond to be chosen Lobby
chairman. News scoops, it
was said, fell like manna on
to his desk in Fleet Street,
while his ‘London letter’ in
the Western Mail was con-
sistently widely read and
hard-hitting in its impact.

David Lloyd George
and Hhe Prince of Wales in 1911

Havingqualified asa barris-
ter in 1922, he subsequently
served as a magistrate and
an active Tory member of
Holborn Borough Council,
1934-59, rising to be an al-
derman. Yet he remained,
as Lloyd George put it in
1944, “truly a worthy son of
Wales’, retaining his
Porthcawl home, and tak-
ing an absorbing interest in
local politics, eisteddfod re-
form and the activities of the
Honourable Society of
Cymmrodorion.

Recently, through the good
offices of Mr John Cosslett,
currently Executive Editor
of the Western Mail, the Li-
brary was fortunate to re-
ceivethreesubstantial scrap-
books of press cuttings and
papers reflecting Edward
James’s career and influence.
Now designated NLW ex
1543-5, they arean enduring
tribute to the career of an
master journalist and patri-
otic Welshman. JG]



Non-violence and the Welsh Language Society

A new, more militant kind
of nationalism exploded
onto the political scene in
Wales in the 1960s. The for-
mation of Cymdeithas yr
laith Gymraeg, the Welsh
Language Society, heralded
the use for the first time of
such tactics as mass dem-
onstrations and sit-ins in
the battle to save the lan-
guage from imminent ex-
tinction.

The WPA has been fortu-
nate to acquire on deposit
recently a small group of
papers belonging to
Geraint Jones, one of the
Society’s founder members.
The papers relate mainly to
the years 1965-6 when
Geraint Jones was the Soci-
ety’'s secretary.

Scrapbooks

They include two scrap-
booksof press-cuttings con-
cerning the campaign
against the Post Office for
refusing to allow Welsh
signs and forms to be used;
and correspondence with
the Magistrates Court in
Swansea.

There is also evidence of
internal rifts between the
Society’s moderate wing
and its more radical ele-
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ments over several issues
including the use of non-
violent force.

o

s
.

Geraint Jones, in 1966, was
one of the first to be impris-
oned in the campaign for
Welsh car tax and driving
licence forms. On 8 Octo-
ber of that year the Society
organised amarch through
the streets of Cardiffin sup-
port of another member
whowent to jail during that
campaign, Neil Jenkins.

Past the prison
The crowd marched past
the prison and convened
outside the Welsh Office
where three of the Society's
members were arrested for
fighting with the police.

When the Society’s execu-
tive committee refused the
threemembers” application
for aid, the dissension over
the use of non-violent force
finally came to the surface.
An emergency meeting of
the Society was held at the
Belle Vue Hotel, Aberyst-
wyth, on 22 October 1996,
at which a policy of non-
violent force, & la Martin
Luther King, was officially

adopted.
EL]

Plaid Cymru
Birmingham
Among an interesting mis-
cellany of material donated
to the. Library by Mr
Delwyn Phillips of Aber-
ystwyth are a few items
deriving from the activities
of theenterprising Birming-
ham-based Midlands
branch of Plaid Cymru,
namely a minute book
1931-68, and correspond-
ence and papers 1948-76.
Also in the collection are
papers relating to Undeb y
Brythoniaid 1931-74, and
the meetings of the Celtic

Congress 1956-93.

More CND

After the report in the last
Newsletter about the ar-
chives of CND Cymru, the
WPA has been fortunate
to receive a recent addi-
tion to them. The small
collection of papers do-
nated by Fiona Hayes re-
late mainly to the cam-
paign led by the Swansea
CND and CND Cymruy,
1985-90, to resist the es-
tablishment of a nuclear
submarine base in Swan-
se4.

Plaid Cymru Project

The Plaid Cymru Archive
is the largest single collec-
tion held by the WPA. Its
contents extend from 1925,
the year of the party’s for-
mation, to very recent
times. The purpose of the
present projectistocreatea
schedule of the contents of
483mostly largeand replete
boxes, which donotincdude
the numerous additional
files transferred to the Li-
brary since January.

Such a large and plentiful
archiveaffordsusadetailed
history of the party fromits
fragile beginnings to the
present day. It also allows
us to chart the evolution of
its ideas and philosophy. It
would be an interesting re-
search project to study, for
example, how the party’s
attitude to "nationalism” has
changed over the years.
From the beginning until
fairly recently there wasan
unwavering attachment to
‘nationalism’ as a concept,
and a belief that ‘national-
ism’ canbea power for good
and create a civilised soci-
ety; much in the same way
associalists used to believe
that ‘socialism” can trans-
form the world. In the most
recent documents, how-
ever, one senses that there
is much less interest in the
idea of ‘nationalism’and in
theories concerning it. Al-
though the ultimate aim of
self-government remains
unchanged, there is a feel-
ing that Plaid Cymru has
now become less the "Party
of Wales' and more of a
‘Welsh Party’. DP

The Liberal Democrats

A further group of papers
relating to the Liberal Party
and the Social and Liberal
Democratic Party accumu-
lated by Gwyn Griffiths has
been donated to the WPA.
Itincludes papers concern-
ing the merger between the
Liberals and the Social
Democratic Party and the
launch of the Liberal Demo-

crats.



Ivon the Estimable

This April sces the first free
elections held in South Africa
after a long and bitter struggle
to secure democratic rights for
all South Africans. Over cighty
years ago a remarkable man
from Aberystwyth, David Ivon
Jones, wasone of the first white
men to champion the rights of
black people in South Africa
and the WPA is pleased to be
involved in the arrangements
to put up a plaque in his home
town in commemoration of his
brief but extraordinary life.

David Ivon Jones was born at
Waungrug farm near Aberyst-
wyth on 18 October 1883. Or-
phaned at an early age, he was
brought up by his grandfather
John Jones(‘Ivon’), shopkeeper,
poel, temperance campaigner
and raconteur. Educated at the
local Board School, he went at
the age of 14 to work asa deliv-
ery boy for M H Davies the
ironmongersinGreal Darkgate
Street. In 1901 he moved to
Lampeter where he was em-
ployed at the Emporium.

In 1907 David Ivon contracted
tuberculosis and, in the hopeof
recovering his health, he emi-
grated to New Zealand. Three
years later he joined other
members of his family in South
Africa and embarked upon a
period of intense political ac-
tivity in the Labour Movement
in the Transvaal.

He studied accountancy and
was employed by the Victoria
Falls Power Company until he
was sacked for becoming in-
volved in a strike against the
South African government’s
anti-Labour policies. His life
thereafter was devoted to po-
litical activism.

Hewas taken onasan assistant
to the general secretary of the
MineWorker's Associationand
in 1913 was elected secretary to
theSouth African Labour Party.

With the advent of World War
I, the Labour Party was split.
David Ivon helped to form the
War on War League whose

Johannesburg Municipal Elections,

1916 —

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST
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Part of loon's manifesto in South Africa 1915

By this time he had come under
the influence of the antiquar-
ian, George Eyre Evans, and
had begun a long-running cor-
respondence with him, which
is now in the safe-keeping of
NLW.

Evans was an Unitarian and,
after much soul-searching,
David Ivon joined the cause.
When he returned to live in
Aberystwyth, he helped to
found the Unitarian chapel in
Mew Street.

propaganda was socialist and
revolutionary incontent. Heleft
the Labour Party and in Sep-
tember 1915 helped to set up
the littermational Socialist League
of South Africa, becoming its
secretary and editor ofitsnews-
paper, The International. The
International Socialist League
founded the Industrial Workers
of Africa which was supported
by the African National Con-
Eress,

David Ivon campaigned for the

Through Lenin’s Lens

Prezident Kriischier oi & visit bo Hre Ukraime

Thanks to the generosity of
Professor John Williams the
Library has received a col-
lection of Soviet photo-
graphs of the early 1960s
distributed by the Ukrain-
ian Society of Friendship
and Cultural Relations with
Foreign Countries.

The photographs depict
many aspects of life in the
Ukraine from fruitful har-
vest to industrial construc-

tion and political congress.
Following the 1917 revolu-
tion, many photographers
fled Russia or abandoned
their occupation. Lenin,
wishing to reach a largely
his revolutionary message,
placed great emphasis on

photography and within a
few years around 100,000
worker and peasant pho-
tographers had been
trained.

From this beginning
emerged thetradition of So-
viet documentary photog-
raphy, with its ever opti-
mistic interpretation of the
achievements of the
worker, the peasantand the
State.

This collection fits neatly
into this tradition with
many images showing a
direct line of stylistic de-
scent from the photographs
of Alexander Rodchenko,
Georgy Petrusov and oth-
ers. RIH

rights of black people, pro-
claiming that ‘while the black

worker is oppressed the white
worker cannot be free’,

In 1919ill-health forced him to
return to Europe torecuperate.
He visited his home town but
stayed for one night only be-
fore travelling on via Norway
to Moscow. Here, in the dra-
matic period following the Rus-
sian Revolution, he attended
the Third Congress of the Com-
munist International as ‘the Del-

egate from Africa’. He came to
know many of the Bolshevik
leaders, including Lenin, and
hewasthe first totranslate Len-
in’s writings into English.

David Ivon Jonesdied ina Yalta
sanatorium on 31 May 1924 at
the age of forty and was buried
attheNovodevichyeCemetery,
Moscow, alongside other
prominent Communists. ]
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