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The Archive’s eighth annual | The range and complexity of commentator, including
lecture was given at the Old | the rich manuscript and  diaries and correspondence of
College, Aberystwyth, on 4 | archival heldings of the  ThomasEdward Ellis, material
MNovember 1994 by Dr ”ﬂﬁﬂrﬂ]h—bﬂﬁﬂfwﬁlﬁlﬂ‘fﬂ relating to Lloyd George, and
Christopher Harvie, who is | Oftenseemed perplexingeven  papers, 1878-1914, relating to
Studies at the University of Unionand the Penrhyn Quarry
Baden-Wiirttemberg. The first comprehensive  strikes[.]
survey of those resources was
recently published as a Guide =~ GEORGE M LIDAVIES
tothe Department of Manuscripts ~ Papers of George Maitland
and Records. Lloyd Davies (1880-1949),

Professor Harvie chose a
broad canvas to explore the
theme of Wales’s role in the
modern world, past, present,
and future.

One of his theories is that
Walesis well-placed to flour-
ish in the new Europe, not
the least of its assets being its
distinctive regional identity.

Since the lecture was deliv-
ered, Professor Harvie has
revised and refined the text,
which will shortly be pub-
lished as a booklet by the
Mational Library of Wales
under the title, ‘Europe and
the Welsh Nation'.

His exposition and argu-
ments are set out under the
following headings: Wales
and the Human Condition; Im-
ages and Realities; Other Lan-
guages, Other Frontiers; Invent-
ing the Estates; The Dance of
the Parties; Manufacturing the
Welsh State; People to People;
and Junctures.

The Guide gives concise
introductions to the great
collections, family and estate
archives, records of Great
Sessions, probate records,
ecclesiastical and political
archives; full bibliographical
details of published and
unpublished catalogues; and
information on indexes and
databases,

Itwillbecomeanindispensable
companion to all who
undertakeoriginal researchon
Wales's culture and history.

The following few extracts will
sérve as an appetizer:

CHARTISM IN MONT-
GOMERYSHIRE

Correspondence of the earl of
Powis and other papers
relating to Chartism in
Llanidloes, Newtown and
elsewhere in Montgomery-
shire, 183142 [...]

COALOWNERS' ASSOC.
Records of the Monmouth-
shire and South Wales
Coalowners' Association from
1864 until its dissolution in
1955 [...]

D R DANIEL
Papers of David Robert Daniel
{1859-1931), political

pacifist [...]

GWILYM DAVIES

Papers of Gwilym Davies
(1879-1955), minister and
worker for peace, relating to
broadcasting, and to religious,
cultural, Welsh and
international affairs [...]

DESMOND DONNELLY
Papers of Desmond Louis
Donnelly (1920-74), MP for

Pembrokeshire, 1950-70.
Conditional access [...]

TEELLIS

Papers of Thomas Edward Ellis
(1859-99), MP for Merioneth,
1886-99, and chief Liberal
wh.ip, 1894-5 []

Undoubtedly Dr Harvie's
challenging ideas deserve
circulation and discussion
throughout Wales.
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of Sir Wyn

Sir Wyn Roberts will reflect on
his time at the Welsh Office when
he visits Aberystwyth next
MNovember to deliver the ninth
Woelsh Palitical Archive Annual
Lecture. Sir Wyn, who began his
career in journalism and
television, was elected
Conservative MP for Conwy in
1970. After five years as
Opposition Spokesman on
Welsh Affairs, he served
successively from 1979 to 1994
as Under Secrelary of State for
Wales and Minister of State for
Wales,

THE WELSH POLITICAL ARCHIVE
THE ANNUAL LECTURE: 1995

The Rt Hon SIR WYN ROBERTS, PC, AS
‘Fifteen Years at the Welsh Office, 1979-94’

The Old Hall, The Old College,
King Street, Aberystwyth
5.30 p.m., Friday, 3 November 1995




The Welsh Political Archive,
The National Library of Wales,
Aberystwyth, Dyfed, Wales.
5Y23 3BU.

Tel: 01970 623816

Fax: 01970 615709

For further information please
contact John Watts-Williams or |
Graham Jones

The Welsh Political Archive was
set up in 1983 to co-ordinate the
collectionof all materials - manu-
script, printed, and audio-visual
- concerning politics in Wales. It
collects the records and papers
of political parties, politicians,
quasi-political organisations,
campaigns and pressure groups;
printed leaflets, pamphlets, and
other ephemera; posters and
photographs; and tapes of radio
and television programmes.

Committese

Dr | Lionel Madden (Librarian,
chairman), Dr Denis Balsom,
Professor Deirdre Beddoe, Dr
Andrew Bold, Miss Beata
Brookes, Mr John Clement, Mr
Cynog Dafis MF, Mr Aled Eirug,
Mr Tom Ellis, MrGwynGriffiths,
Lord Hooson, Dr Deian Hopkin,
Dr Aled Jones, Mr D Elwyn Jones,
Mr David L Jones, Professor
Emeritus leuan Gwynedd Jones,
Mr Martin Mansfeld, Professor
Kenneth O Morgan, Mr Gareth
Price, Ms Menna Richards, Mr
Ted Rowlands MP, Professor
Gwyn A Williams. [+ 5 NLW
staff]

Lowri leaves

Lowri Jones, the WPA's re-
search assistant since January
1991, recently resigned from
her post and left the service of
the Library at the beginning of
May. Weare grateful to her for
all the hard work she did on
behalf of the Archive and wish
her well as she seeks to change
the direction of her career.

CANADIAN
CONNECTION

While at a conference in
Canada, the Keeper of Manu-
scripts and Records, Gwyn
Jenkins, took the opportunity
of visiting the Mational Ar-
chives of Canada in Ottawa.
He was able to discuss mutual
problems with  Peter
Delottinville, Brian Murphy
and Maureen Hoogenraad of
the Political Archives Service
and was pleased to learn that
the Welsh Political Archive's
Newsletter was read with inter-
est by archivists on the other
side of the Atlantic.

ISLWYN BY-ELECTS

The Labour Party easily
held on to Islwyn in the 16
February  by-election
caused by the departure of
Neil Kinnock for Europe.
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Don Touhig:
“I will put you first.”

Don Touhig, Islwyn's new
MP, had a maji:r:ril'_r,rﬂf more
than 13,000 over his nearest
rival.

Don Touhig (Lab) 16013
Jocelyn Davies (PC) 2933
JohnBushell (LibDem) 2448
Robert Buckland (Con) 913
Lord Sutch (Loony) 506
Hugh Hughes (UKInd) 289
Timothy Rees (NatLaw) 47

Maj: 13080 Turn-out: 45%

The seven candidates pro-
duced an abundance of lit-
erature between them,
touching on local, national,
and Europeanissues. Devo-
lution, declared dead in
1979, was mentioned by
mostof the candidates. The
prize for the most utopian
message goes to the Natu-
ral Law Party, which ex-
horted the electors to vote
for conflict-free politicsand
problem-free government;
while the most imaginative
programme was arguably
that of Lord Sutch, who
foughtona platformofcut-
ting pensioners bills, creat-
ing sporting academies,and
giving all youngsters the
chance to play in a band.

Wewould like to thankeve-
ryone who sent ephemera
to the WPA, further enrich-
ing our collection.  ELj

INVIGILATING PEACE WORK

The WPA has received some
welcome additions to its
burgeoning CND Cymru
archives,

The papers donated by James
Stewart, campaigns worker for
CND Cymru 1988-90, include
correspondence,  reports,
pamphlets, press briefings and
cuttings covering many issues,
including military research on

University campuses, low flying,
elections, and nuclear
submarines.

Through the good offices of
Professor Deirdre Beddoe, the
WPA has received a typescript
copy of a diary, which was
written by members of the peace
campaigngroup, Women for Life
on Earth, during a week-long
vigil outside the Royal Ordnance
Factory at Llanishen near Cardiff
in early February 1983, The
following extractsare taken from
the diary:

[..] Lots of people didn’t know
they worked or lived next to a
bomb factory [...] a hearse
stopped (empty) and the driver
asked to sign the petition [...]
Late night [...] discussing

separation with fairly open
minds [...] Don’t like the paint-
spray graffiti on the road signs at
Gabalfa - We are able to be
effective without increasin
alienation [...] all the
spontaneous support s
wonderful and [...] by being here
we've given people a chance to
show their goodwilland concern
[..00ur only purpose is to ban
nuclear weapons - to achieve
peace for everybody. We're
disturbed by reports of
aggressive feminism at
Greenham ([...] refusing valuable
offers of help, money, support -
especially from men - the Peace
Movementneeds help from every
source) [..] An ex-member of
work-forceat ROF says they have
been using Beryllium and
Uranium since 1954 [... Another
said] he used to work in a
confined spacein there and with
gamma rays|...| Michael Roberts,
Con. M.P. Llanishen and Under-
secretary for Wales, hasdied and
Jane Hutt will be fighting a bye-
election in Spring [...] it is very
important that we find out more
about alternative uses of
technology and make more of
the fact that we do not want to
put people out of work [...]

ROF

DEMONSTRATION

12noon () March 5th

THE CARDIFF BOMB FACTORY

The Cardiff Royal Ordnance Factory, Caerphilly Road, is one of the
establishments engaged in manufacturing components for British nuclear
weapons. The factory site adjoins Ty Glas Road at Caerphilly Croas Roads.

The {actory is ringed by residential areas, with some large office blocks and
other factories and workshops. Within the cne-mile radius from it lie the
whole of Lianishen, Llanishen Fach and Rhiwbina; the northemn parts of
Gabalfa and Heath; and most of the new ‘Lianishen Villages' development.
The Ty-Glas Rd. Government offices are within a quarter of a mile and the
Coal Board Offices about hali a mile. An extensive new industrial
development is now taking place within the half-mile zone.

WHAT goes on in the factory? lis activities are, of course, covered by the
Official Secrets Act; the Ministry of Defence, in answer fo enquiries, is less
than forthcoming but has released some information - encugh to catse

decontamination treatment D statements revealed that the
processes in the ng of 'depleted uranium’; they
also stated that a component weapon was made there, but that no

45 (the office blocks downwind are

draing or walercourses s the Environmental

department has carri checks with negative results. Only a
system of continous monit , oould b relied on to show the
atmw&nfmmﬁhmusnhruwa , no checks have bean carried oul



With Lloyd George in Mind

Earl Lloyd-George of
Dwyfor, or David Lloyd
George died on 26 March
1945. To commemorate the
fiftieth anniversary of his
death the Library mounted
an exhibition surveying his
life and career.

In addition to the important
manuscript and printed ma-
terial the exhibition showed
how extensive are the Li-
brary’s holdings in visual
materials relating to the
former Prime Minister.

Relatively recently these col-
lections grew substantially
with the acquisition of the
visual items from the Lady
Olwen Carey Evans Collec-
tion and the A ] Sylvester
Collection.

It is natural that Lady
Olwen's Collection contains
many family and personal

photographs, some taken by
Olwen herself and her sister
Lady Megan, as well as the
more usual formal studies.

The Sylvester Collection is
more varied inits contents: it
has not only photographs,
including several shots of
David Lloyd George's “other
family”: Frances Stevenson
and her daughter, Jennifer,
but also films shot by
Sylvester on his many trips
with Lloyd George in the
1930s, especially the famous
German visit of 1936.

In addition to the German
film and other films from the
Library’s collection relating
to Lloyd George, the exhibi-
tion offered the opportunity
to hear some of his sound
recordings, including that of
a “speech” he made in 1909
to promote his “People’s
Budget'. LLD

Gwyntor Evans and Harri Webb leading a Plaid Cymmu march
through Aberystwyth, October 1961

RECENT
ADDITIONS

CLIVE BETTS

Mr Clive Betts, indefatigable
Welsh affairs correspondent of
the Western Mail, has donated
yet another substantial group of
papers, o be added to several
previous deposils (see Newslet-
ter no. 12). The political interest
of the papers is strong; many
files relate to the activities and
development of the Labour
Party, the Liberal Democrats and
Plaid Cymoru during recent years.
Others concern specific subjects
such as health, housing, indus-
try, tourism and transport.

JOHN DAVIES

WPA was very pleased to re-
ceive a further group of papers
from Dr John Davies, relating to
the early history of Cymdeithas
yr laith Gymraeg and compris-
ing mainly correspondence from
the period 1962-5. We should
also like to make it known that
the two scrapbooks mentioned
in the last Newsletter as the com-
pilations of John Davies of the
WEA belonged to Dr Davies. We
thank him not only for confirm-
ing them as a gift to the Archive
but also for adding to them an-
other bundle of papers concern-
ing John and Ruby Davies, who
were his uncle and aunt.

GWYNFOR EVANS

Dr Gwynfor Evans, president of
Plaid Cymru, 1945-81, and MP
for Carmarthenshire for two pe-
riod s, hasover the years donated

several large groups of corre-
spondence and papers to the Na-
tional Library, reflecting his most
distinguished contribution to
Welsh public life (see Newsletter
no. 7). The meost recent deposit,
which came to hand in Movem-
ber 1994, comprises several hun-
dred letters, many from persons
prominentin Welsh political and
cultural affairs.

HARRI WEBB

The Library has recently pur-
chased papers belonging to the
late Harri Webb, poet and na-
tionalist. A mixture of literary
and political papers, they include
correspondence relating to the
Triban newsletters, memoranda,
and reports relating to Plaid
Cymuru in the sixties; and letters
from, amongst others, Ray Smith,
Elwyn Roberts, Gwynfor Evans,
Gwilym Prys Davies, Pedr Lewis,
and Ivor Wilks.

GODFEEY LEE

The extensive Plaid Cymru ar-
chives held at the Library have
recently been much enriched by
the donation of papers, 1965-85,
accumulated by MrGodfrey Lee
of Welshpool, the party’s candi-
date at Newport in the October
1974 general election. Most of
the papers relate to Plaid
Cymru's activities in Newport
and Montgomeryshire, the can-
didature of Emrys Roberts in the
Merthyr Tydfil by-election of
April 1972 (held on the death of
SO Davies), and the work of the
Gwent Regional Council, 1969-
i



Conservatives and Liberals in the south-west

Welsh Conservatives have
traditionally beenregarded
by historians and political
analysts as a singularly im-
penetrable group. Over the
years, however, the WPA
has received the records of
anumberof local Conserva-
tive Associations, most no-
tably those of the City of
Cardiff, Monmouth, the
Rhondda, and several north
Wales groups, including
Caernarfon, Conwy and
Nefyn.

MNever before, however, has
the Archive received such
anextensive, complete, and
wide-ranging group of
records as those of the
Pembrokeshire Conserva-
tive Association which,
with far-reaching constitu-
ency boundary changes on
the horizon, came to hand
in October 1994,

The records, which date
from 1930 to the present,
reflect a vigorous and effi-
cientlocal party machinein
a marginal constituency
which returned a Liberal
MF, Gwilym Lloyd George,
until 1950, and anindividu-
alistic Labour Member,
Desmond Donnelly, until
1970, when Nicholas
Edwards (who was to be-
come Secretary of State for
Wales) captured theseat for
the Conservatives. He, in
turn, wassucceeded in 1987
by another Conservative,
Nicholas Bennett, whose
papers are also held by the
WPA.

The Pembrokeshire Con-
servative Association’s ar-
chive is notable for the rich
array of records reflecting
the multifarious social and
political activities of local
branches, regional commit-
tees and women's groups,

Records less than twenty
years old are subject to an
embargo. JG]

Ted Heath at Haverfordwest in November 1968
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To the Electors of Oardiganshire.
DEAR MADAM O SIR.—

As g result of the complet: vullapee of the Coalition Govern-
ment the Elestors will be given am o portunity on Wednesday.
Nevember the 15th, of preacancing thelr verdict upon its per
formances, and of deciding where to put their trust in the futare.

I stand for Liberalism——fres and undiluted Lileralism—-
with its programme of Peace. Retrenchment, and Reform, Sousd
financo and & sane foreigm policy are the first ssentials to the re-
building of the country’s indwsieial, commercial, and social life
Economy must mecessarily be the first stap lowards secwring
such o sysbem of soiind fimsnce  The insensate exiravagancs of
the last Gevernment cannig be illuwed bo contimse; the oxpendi-
ture on maval and military armaments must be reduced and no
further military adventures like thos: in Rarsia amd Mesapotamia
van be countensnced. It s imperative that the burden of taxatisn
be lightened, the prices be lowered, and that the evils of umem-
ployment be promptly deslt with. These aims cannct be schieved
wndesc and until the Government of the day practices & careful and
a drastic economy. It is however criminal folly to sscrifice vital
Bocial Bervices like health, housing, and education in order ta
prosecute wars of adventurs in different quarters of the globe.

Rhys Hopkin Morris’s election address 1922

Few periodsinrecent Welsh
political history have dis-
played a dynamism and
vigour comparable with the
1920s in Cardiganshire
when the schism in the
ranks of local Liberals,
sharply divided into
Asquithianand Lloyd Geor-
giangroups, created a deep-
rooted bitterness which per-
sisted for a generation and
longer.

Several of the holdings of
the Welsh Political Archive
reflect this conflict, notably
the records of the
Cardiganshire Liberal As-
sociation deposited in 1986
(see Newsletter no. 3), and
an interesting group of cor-
respondence and papers,
1917-32 (now NLW MS
22016E) donated by Dr E
Roderic Bowen in 1984,

Recently Dr Bowen, him-
self the distinguished Lib-
eral Member for the county
from 1945 to 1966, has
added a further group of
papers, 1900-59, which were
assembled by Harry Rees
of Argoed, Lampeter, the
secretary and registration
agent of the Cardiganshire
Liberals in the 1920s.

The papers comprise corre-
spondence, financial
records, election addresses
and leaflets, and press
cuttings of political inter-
est.

Among the distinguished
correspondents are | H
Davies, Cwrtmawr, M L
Vaughan Davies, Captain
Ernest Evans, ] M Howell,
Aberaeron, and W
Llewelyn Williams.

The papers have been
added to the records of the
Cardiganshire Liberal As-
sociation.

IG]

Printed at
The National Library
of Wales



