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SIR WYN'S FIFTEEN YEARS
This year saw the Annual ~ Language Board, and the e

Lecture of the Welsh Po-
litical Archive delivered
for the first time by a serv-
ing member of the British
Parliament.

Moreover, thelecturer, Sir
Wyn Roberts PC, MP, pos-
sesses the unique distine-
tion of having served in
the same government de-
partment continuously for
fifteen years.

Four Secretaries

Atthe Welsh Office, firstly
as Under Secretary of
State for Wales, 1979-87,
and then as Minister of
State for Wales, 1987-94,
Sir Wynrendered sterling
service to four successive
Secretaries of State for
Wales.

A history graduate of Ox-
ford University, Sir Wyn
worked injournalismand
the media prior to his elec-
tion as MP for Conwy in
1970 and acted as Opposi-
tionSpokesmanon Welsh
Affairs from 1974 to 1979.
He is a prominent figure
in Welsh cultural and na-
tional life.

Reflections

A large and expectant au-
dience gathered at the Old
College, Aberystwyth, on
3 November to hear Sir
Wynreflectontheincreas-
ingly influential roleof the
Welsh Office since 1979.

He paid much attention
to the establishment of
S4C, the changes in edu-
cational provision, the es-
tablishment of the Welsh

originsand passage of the
Welsh Language Act of
1993.

Bilingual text
The text of Sir Wyn's lec-
ture has been published
asa bilingual booklet, cop-
ies of which may be pur-
chased from the National
Library of Wales.

Sir Wyn Roberts, MP for Conwy, former Minister of State for Wales(second from right)with
(from left) Emeritus Professor ] Gwynn Williams, NLW President, Dr | L Madden,
Librarian, and Mr Hywel Davies, NLW Treasurer; and (top) Sir Wyn giving the WPA's
ninth Annual Lecture on his experience of ‘Fifteen Years at the Welsh Office 1979-1994",

Putting the history of Wales
in the Curriculum

Professor R R Davies,
chairman of the
influential National
Curriculum History
Committee for Wales,
has given the Library a
large group of the com-
mittee’s papers. It in-
cludes material relat-
ing to the National Cur-

riculum History Work-
ing Group.

Deriving mainly from
the years 1988-90,
the papers comprise
agenda and minutes
of meetings, memo-
randa, reports and
programmes of study.

96 and 97 Lecturers
Next year's Annual Lec-
ture of the Welsh Politi-
cal Archive will be given
by Dr John Davies, au-
thor of the highly ac-
claimed The History of
Wales. Dr Davies will
speak on the growth of
the national movement
since 1960. Professor
Angela John of the Uni-
versity of Greenwichwill
lecture in 1997,
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The National Library of Wales,
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Please direct enquiries to John
Watts-Williams, John Graham
Jones or Kabe Sullivan

The Welsh Political Archive was
set up in 1983 to co-ordinate the
collection of all materials - manu-
script, printed, and audio-visual
- concerning politics in Wales. It
collects the records and papers
of political parties, politicians,
quasi-political organisations,
campaigns and pressure groups;
printed leaflets, pamphlets, and
other ephemera; posters and
photographs; and tapes of radio
and television programmes.

New Researcher

Kate Sullivan, a native of
Merthyr Tydfil, was recently
appointed research assistant to
the Archive. Kate was educated
at Coleg Harlech and the Uni-
versity of Wales, Aberystwyth,
where she recently graduated in
Welsh and Welsh History.

Gregynog Warden
We congratulate Dr Denis
Balsom on his appointment to
the Wardenship of the Univer-
sity of Wales residential educa-
tional centre at Gregynog near
MNewtown.

Formerly a lecturer in Interna-
tional Politics at the University
of Wales Aberystwyth, and a
specialist in recent Welsh
psephology, DrBalsom has been
an active member of the Ar-
chive’s Advisory Committee
since 19835,

The passing of friends
During the last few weeks the
WPA has lost two members of
its Advisory Committee. Mr T
M Haydn Rees, who died at the
end of October, served on the
committee from 1988 to 1992,
His wise contribution to the pro-
ceedings of the committee was
based on a wide knowledge of
public affairs in Wales.

Professor Gwyn A Williams,
who died in November, was a
founder member of the Advi-
sory Committee. He was a regu-
lar visitor to the Library, always
taking an enthusiastic interest
in our work. His last major con-
tact with the WPA was in April
1994 when he unveiled a plaque
in A twyth in memory of
David Ivon Jones. This was fal-
loweed by a typically stimulating
lecture organised jointly by the
Archive and the Ceredigion
Antiquarian Society.

The Plaid Cymru
Archives Project

The ambitious project to
produce adefinitive listof
the extensive Plaid Cymru
archives held at the Li-
brary, begun in the au-
tumn of 1992, recently
came to fruition.

The work, initiated by
Dafydd Pritchard of Nant
Peris, was completed by
Nia Mai Williams of
Llanddarog. Nia left the
service of the Library in
May of this year to take up
a postasanarchivistat the
Bodleian Library, Oxford,
where she is to catalogue
the papers of Harold
Macmillan.

Classification
During the course of the
project the various depos-
its of papers have been
completely re-organized
and re-arranged and a new
archival order created
with eighteen classes of
papers ranging from Class
A (Executive Committee)
to Class R (Circular let-
ters). A typescript cata-
logue running to 461 pages
(and including an index)
is now available for con-
sultation in the Depart-

ment of Manuscripts and
Records.

Plaid Cymru MPs

In addition to the exten-
sive party archives, NLW
is home to the papers of
almost all the party’s par-
liamentary representa-
tives. Largeand important
archives of the papers of
Dr Gwynfor Evans, Lord
Elis-Thomas, and Mr
Dafydd Wigley have come
to hand as well as a small
preliminary group of the
papers of Mr Cynog Dafis,
MP for Ceredigion and
Pembroke North, whoisa
member of the WPA’s Ad-
visory Committee,

TED STONELAKE, SOCIALIST PIDNEER

Edmund Stonelake (1873
1960) spent most of his long
life in the heart of the south
Wales coalfield in the cul-
turally rich and politically
vibrant industrial commu-
nity of Aberdare.

Forging ahead

A working-class product of
Pontlotyn, he left school at
the age of eleven, forging a
birth certificate to begin
working underground a
year earlier than was legally
allowed.

During his youth and early
manhood, Edmund Stone-
lake involved himself in the
embryonic Labour move-
ment, local politics and trade
unionism.

Keir Hardie

Having played his part in
helping Keir Hardie to be
returned to Parliament in
1900 as one of the MPs for
Merthyr Boroughs, Stone-
lake became in 1904 one of
the first Labour members of
Aberdare Urban District
Council.

After abrief atRuskin
College, Oxford, he served
as secretary firstly of the
Aberdare TLC from 1902 to
1929, and then of the Con-
stituency Labour Party until
he retired in 1945 at the age
of 72. He was also for 40

years a JP.

Councillor Edmund Stonelake

as portrayed in a
Local Election Bulletin,
1910

Memoirs

His fascinating memoirs
were published by Mid Gla-
morgan County Council in
1981 as The Autobiography of
Edrmund Stonelake, edited and
introduced by Anthony Mdr-
(¥Brien.

Recently, through the kind-
ness of his great-grandson,
Mr Meil Stonelake, Mount
Pleasant, Porth, the Archive
has been privileged to re-
ceive the original manuscript
of the memoirs which
Edmund Stonelake wrote
when in his seventies and
completed in 1951. The
manuscript is now NLW M5
23380D.

Mr leuan Wyn Jones MP

First instalment
In July 1995 the Archive
received the first instal-
ment of papers accumu-
lated by Mr leuan Wyn
Jones as Plaid C}"ﬂlru

Member for Ynys Mon
since 1987.

Someof thefiles relate spe-
cifically to the media,
health and Gwynedd
County Council.

Individualistic

Mr Jones's papers comple-
ment other groups of pa-
pers held by WPA from
this individualistic con-
stituency which has been
represented in turn by
each of the political par-
ties: Lady Megan Lloyd-
George, Liberal (1929-51),
Cledwyn Hughes, Labour
(1951-79), Keith Best, Con-
servative (1979-87) and
leuan Wyn Jones.



TREASON OF THE BLUE BOOKS AND VISIONS OF

Robert Jones Derfel (1824-
1905), travelling salesman
and one-time lay preacher,
was one of the leaders of the
national movement in the
19th century.

He was a prolific poet and a
fearless propagandist. [t was
his 8,000-line verse drama
which satirised the notori-
ous 1847 report on the state
of education in Wales and
branded it forever with the
drama’s title, ‘The Treason
of the Blue Books'.

His vision for the regenera-
tion of the Welsh nation is
set out in his Traethodau ac

and on establishing a thor-
oughly Welsh educationsys-
tem for all, together with in-
stitutions for the protection
and promotion of the Welsh
heritage,

In later life he became a dis-
ciple of Robert Owen, es-
pousing socialism and ra-
tionalism. Between 1892 and
1903, he published a series
of letters and articles on so-
cialism in Y Cymro and Llais
Liafur which were the first
works on socialism to ap-
pear in Welsh. In them he
made a determined effort to
reconcile socialism with
Christianity and national-
ism.

Areithiau published in 1864.

It is based firmly on reviv-  Archival material on Derfel
ing the people’s self-esteem,  is relatively scarce. NLW
SOME RECENT ACQUISITIONS
Additional papers of Anadditional group of

Mr Nicholas Bennett,
former Welsh Office
minister and Conserva-
tive MP for Pembroke,
1987-92, including con-
stituency correspond-
ence, parliamentary
papers and a large

group of press cuttings.

Further papers, 1987-
95, of Mr Ron Davies
MP, the Shadow Secre-
tary of State for Wales,
including files relating
toa number of pressure
groups and trades un-
ions such as the Child
Poverty Action Group,
CND and NUPE.

Further papers, 1912-
70, of the late Mr D T
Guy, secretary of the
WEA's South Wales
District.

Further papers of Mr
Ivan Monckton of
Presteigne, connected
with his work as a
TGWU activist.

papers of the Rt Hon
John Morris, MFP for
Aberavon, who was the
Secretary of State for
Wales, 1974-79.

Rhondda Labour Party
The Rhondda valleys
have long been consid-
ered bedrock Labour
territory, the very heart-
land of British Social-
ism. It was, therefore,
something of a surprise
when the minute books,
1971-86, of theRhondda
Conservative and Un-
ionist Associationcame
to hand nine years ago
(see Newsletter no. 3).
Now the balance has
beenredressed withthe
donation by Mr Ken
Hopkins of Porth,
Rhondda, of a large
group of minute books
of both the Rhondda
Eastand Rhondda West
Labour Parties, 1925-71,
and of the Rhondda
Labour Party, 1971-86.

was, therefore, especially
Pleased to receive recently a
substantial group of his cor-
respondence and papers
(now NLW MS5 23440-62).

Among the 97 letters and
cards, 1853-1905, are some
from Isaac Foulkes, Daniel
Owen, Joseph Parry, and
John Thomas (‘Eifionydd").

There are sermons, poetry,
and scrapbooks of articles
by and about Derfel accom-
panied by a catalogue of their

contents.

Thereisalsoa large group of
research notes and papers,
1942-55, of T ] Roberts of
Hampstead, assembled dur-
ing many years’ study of
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TRAETHODAT

A NEW WALES

Derfel's life and work, These
include letters from E R
Pease, DrR T Jenkins, and D
Gwenallt Jones.

Numerous books and pam-
phlets belonging to this
group are now in the Li-
brary’s Department of
Printed Books.
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A copy of Traethodau ac Areithiau inscribed "‘David Aubrey
Presented by the Author Aug 17 1864



TWO LETTERS FROM MARGARET THATCHER

iy

10 DOWMNING STREET

Miss Beata Brookes, Con-
servative MEP for the North
Wales constituency, 1979-
89, donated to the Library a
substantial group of her po-
litical papers in 1989 (see
Newsletter no. B).

More recently Miss Brookes
has added two letters writ-
ten to her by Margaret
Thatcher.

The first, dated 16 October
1984, was written in re-
sponse to a message from
Miss Brookes following the
Brightonbomboutrage. The
second, dated 21 January
1987, relates to the proposed
acquisition of Pilkington by
BTR.

Miss Brookes has also do-
nated to the Archive a mag-
nificent brooch made of
Welsh gold presented to her
as an MEP.

THE PRIME SESISTER
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THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE FOR CARDIFF CASE

Attention has focussed
recently on the fortieth
anniversary of Cardiff
becoming the capital of
Wales in 1955 when it
defeated the vigorous
claims of other townssuch
as Aberystwyth, Caer-
narfon and Machynlleth.
More than seventy years
earlier, following the

recommendation of the
famous Aberdare Report
of 1881 that university
colleges should be set up
innorthand south Wales,
much rivalry ensued
between Cardiff and
Swansea (and to some
extent Newport) as the
potential venue of the
south Wales college.

Recently the Library
acquired a fascinating
group of papers arguing
the case for Cardiff. Now
designated NLW MS
23432D, they comprise
memorials, reports of
deputations, many press
cuttings and miscellane-
ous manuscript and
printed items.

CRICCIETH
CONSERVATIVES
The minute book, 1960-92,
of the Criccieth and Dis-
trict Branch of the Caernar-
fon Division Conservative
and Unionist Association,
which has come to hand
per Mr D Elwyn Jones, is
the latest addition to the
extensive Conservative
Party (North Wales) Pa-

pers.

NOLAN SUBMITS
The Library has received
copies of the written sub-
missions made to the Nolan
Committee onStandardsin
Public Life. The first report
of the Committee, which
deals with Members of Par-
liament, Ministersand Civil
Servants, and Quangos,
was published inMay 1995,
The submissions, from both
individuals and organiza-
tions, run to thirty-five vol-
umes, while volume 1 in-
cludes an index to all those
who contributed written
evidence,

WARRING LETTERS
NLW has acquired a group
of some sixty letters (NLW
M5 23384D) from Lieuten-
ant Thomas Lewis Prichard
(1880-1914), 1st Battalion
Royal Welch Fusiliers, to
his family at Llanbadrig
Vicaragein Anglesey, 1901-
2 and 1914. Most describe
his experiences on active
serviceduring the Boer War
and World War L.

NLW SET-UP

Owver the years the National
Library has built up a col-
lection of surrogate copies
of records of Welsh interest
held at the Public Record
Office. A recent accession
is a photocopy of PRO
ED39/974, being letters
and memoranda, 1904-11,
relating to the establish-
ment of a National Library
and National Museum in
Wales (NLW Facs 836).

Printed at
Tha National Library
of Wales



