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LOST IN MONGOLIA

On 11 April (Easter Sat-
urday) 54C broadcast a
drama documentary on
the life, career and tragic
death of Gareth Vaughan
Jones, the distinguished
linguist and journalist
who met his end at the
hands of Chinese ‘ban-
dits” in Inner Mongolia
in August 1935.

A native of Barry, and
the son of prominent
educationalist Major
Edgar Jones (1868-1953),
Gareth Jones had a dis-
tinguished academic ca-
reer as an undergradu-
ate at the University Col-
lege of Wales, Aberyst-
wyth, and Trinity Col-
lege, Cambridge. Hedis-
played formidable skills
as a linguist, rapidly
mastering French, Ger-
man and Russian.
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He spent some time un-
dertaking research work
for former Prime Minis-
ter David Lloyd George,
travelled extensively
throughout Europe, lec-
tured widely and con-
tributed an array of arti-
cles tojournals and news-
papers. Thereafter he
spent much of 1931-32 as
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foreign affairs adviser to
Ivy Lee and Associates
at New York when he
was granted leave of ab-
sence to re-visit Russia,

Garethspenta further pe-
riod assisting Lloyd
George in the prepara-
tion of his War Memoirs
and published widely be-
fore departing on an am-
bitious world-wide tour
from which he never re-
turned home,

Thedrama documentary
made extensive useof the
small group of Gareth's
papers - letters, diaries
and press cuttings - do-
nated to the Library by
his sister the late Miss
Gwyneth Vaughan Jones
of Barry in June 1987. It
also featured the papers
of Lloyd George’s private

Gareth Jones with two Mongolian court ﬂ{ﬁ-::lnls shortly before his death in August 1935

secretary A. ]. Sylvester
who attempted to un-
ravel the mysterious
chain of events which led
to Gareth's untimely
death,

Gareth Jones was a pro-
lific correspondent in
both Welsh and English.
The Archive would be
delighted to receive for
preservation any letters
or notes which he might
have written.

Parliamentary Eleciions in
Wales, 1885-1997

The summer of 1998 sees the

publication of a second edi-

tion of the authoritative work

Parliamentary Elections in

Wales, 1900-1974 (1977).

Again published by Gwasg y
Lolfa, Tal-y-bont, the new vol-
ume, much expanded and re-
vised, details not only the re-
sultsof parliamentary general
and by-elections in Wales
from 1885 until 1997, but also
the outcome of the European
elections, the 1975 referen-
dum on Europe and the 1979
and 1997 referenda on Welsh
devolution.

The compileris again Mrs Beti
Jones, long-serving assistant
librarian in the NLW's De-
partment of Printed Books
and a member of the WPA
consultative committee from
its outset.

The highly attractive work is
well illustrated, and includes
maps, an authoritative bilin-
gual introduction, potted bi-
ographies of Welsh MPs and
MEPs, and a useful index to
candidates. The volumeisan
essential reference work toall
interested in twentieth cen-
tury Welsh history and poli-
tics. The volume sells at the
bargain price of £9.95.
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The Welsh Political Archive was
setup in 1983 to co-ordinate the
collection of documentary
evidence of all kinds about
politics in Wales. It collects the
records and papers of political
parties, politicians, quasi-
political organisations, camp-
aigns and pressure groups;
leaflets, pamphlets, ephemera,
posters, photographs, and tapes
of radio and television

programmes.

CONSULTATIVE
COMMITTEE
The twenty-sixth meet-
ing of the WPA consulta-
tive committee took
place on 15 May 1998.

The present members of
the Committee are: Dr
Denis Balsom, Emeritus
Professor Deirdre
Beddoe, Dr Andrew
Bold, Miss DBeata
Brookes, Mr Cynog
Dafis MP, Mr Aled
Eirug, Mr Tom Ellis, Mr
Gwyn Griffiths, Lord
Hooson, Dr Deian
Hopkin, Professor Aled
G. Jones, Mr D. Elwyn
Jones, Mr D. L. Jones,
Emeritus Professor
leuan Gwynedd Jones,
Mr Martin Mansfield,
Mrs Julie Morgan MP,
and Professor Kenneth
O. Morgan.

Six membersof the NLW
staff are also members
of the Committee: Dr].
Lionel Madden, Mr
Gwyn Jenkins, Mr John
Watts-Williams, Mrs
Beti Jones, Mr]. Graham
Jones and Miss Kate
Sullivan.

Research Assistant

At the end of August,
Kate Sullivan, research
assistant to the WPA
since August 1995,
leaves the service of the
Library to return to the
University of Wales, Ab-
erystwyth, to study for
an MA degree in the De-
partment of Film, Thea-
tre and Television Stud-
ies.
Kate has been a hard-
working and popular
member of the NLW
staff and has made a sig-
nificant contribution to
the development of the
WPA. All those associ-
ated with the Archive
wish her well during her
course next session and
throughout her future
career.

Kate's successor who
will join the staff on 1
September is Nia Mai
Williams, a native of
Llanddarog in
Carmarthenshireand an
MA graduate of the De-
partment of Welshat the
University of Wales,
Bangor.

Nia is no stranger to the
NLW. She has been a
member of staff of the
Department of Manu-
scripts on two previous
occasions - as a trainee
archivist in 1992-93, and
as the archivist who
completed the listing of
the Plaid Cymru ar-
chives in 1994-95.

Subsequently Nia has
spent the last three years
as an assistant archivist
at the Bodleian Library
in Oxford where she has
been cataloguing the pa-
pers of the former Con-
servative Prime Minis-
ter Harold Macmillan,
Lord Stockton.

W. AMBROSE BEBB
PAPERS
Earlier this year the Li-
brary was especially
pleased to receive from
his family a group of
the papers of the histo-
rian and author W.
Ambrose Bebb (1894-
1955). Tomark this aus-
picious occasion, a spe-
cial meeting was held
at the Library on Satur-
day afternoon, 18 April,
organised by the
Ceredigion Antiquar-
ian Society. A number
of Friends of the Library
also attended the meet-
ing, when a lecture en-
titled ‘Cyfeiriadau

W. Ambrose Bebb
was a prominent figure

in the evolution of the
movement for the first

fifteen years.

Although he split with
the party during the
war years, he again
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The title page of the first issue of ¥ Ddraig Goch, August 1926

Ambrose Bebb’ wasde-
livered by his biogra-
pher Mr T. Robin
Chapman.

Ambrose Bebb was one
of the founder members
(together with
Saunders Lewis and
Griffith John Williams)
of Y Mudiad Cymreig at
Cardiff in 1923-24, was
one of the earliest mem-
bers of Plaid
Genedlaethol Cymru in
August 1925 and, it
would seem, it was he
who edited the first
three issues of Y Ddraig
Goch single-handed.

Heremained amember
of the editorial team of
Y Ddraig Goch until the
Second World War, and

stood as its parliamen-
tary candidate for the
Caernarfonshire con-
stituency in the general
election of July 1945.

The two most impor-
tant groups within the
papers are the long
run of Bebb's diaries
which extend from 1926
until 1954, and the cor-
respondence running
from 1918 wuntil his
death, and which in-
cludesimportant politi-
cal letters from, among
others, Saunders Lewis,
D. J. Williams and
Griffith John Williams.
The remainder of the
papers consist mainly
of drafts and proofs of
his numerous history
and travel books.




DESMOND DONNELLY PAPERS

A listhasbeencompiled of the
extensive papers of maverick
Labour MP Desmond
Donnelly (1920-74) originally
deposited at the Library by
his widow the late Mrs Rose-
mary Donnelly in 1978.

Born in India, Dﬂnﬁ&]ly was
educated at the Bembridge
School, Isle of Wight, and
served in the Royal Air Force
during theSecond World War.
He stood as the Common-
wiealth candidate for Evesham
in the general election of 1945
and as the Labour candidate
for county Down in a by-elec-
tion in 1946,

He was elected Labour MP for
Pembrokeshire in 1930, and
was initially seen as an avid
supporter of Aneurin Bevan.
He subsequently broke with
the left and joined the
Gaitskellite camp within the
Labour Party. Donnelly was
never on friendly terms with

Harold Wilson, and predict-

Standing for the new party in
Pembrokeshirein 1970, he was
decisively defeated by
Nicholas Edwards. He then
threw in his lot with the Con-
servatives, and was found
dead in April 1974.

The papers include an exten-
sive group of correspondence,
1950-74. Among the political
correspondents are Clement
Attlee, George Brown, R. A.
Butler, James Callaghan,
Winston Churchill, Anthony
Eden, Hugh Gaitskell, Jo
Grimond, Edward Heath and
Harold Macmillan.

A number of files concern the
fortunes of the Labour Party
in Pembrokeshire in the fifties
and sixties, others relate to
Cyprus, the Middle East, Ger-
many and South Africa, re-
flecting Mr Donnelly’s exten-
sive travels and writings.

There are typescript and
manuscript extracts from the

Desmond Donnelly MP

ahl:,r was not offered ministe-
rial office in the 1964 Labour
Government.

Following the infamous de-
valuation of the pound and
the conspicuous reversal of
governmental policies ‘east of
Suez’, Desmond Donnelly re-
signed the Labour whip, was
expelled from the party in19%67
and subsequently set up his
own United Democratic Party.

diaries which Donnelly kept
from time to time, papers re-
lating to his expulsion from
the Labour Party in 1967, and
the formation and adminis-
tration of the United Demo-
cratic Party. There is also a
huge collection of press
cuttings fromjournals and na-
tional and local newspapers,
many of articles and notes
penned by Desmond
Donnelly himself.

CONSERVATIVE PARTY WALES ARCHIVES

The Archive wasdelighted
toreceive the first group of
the records of the Con-
servative Party Wales. This
includes twelve informa-
tive minute books chroni-
cling the proceedings of
various committees, and
covering the period from
1937 until 1986. The de-
positalsoincludesa group
of leaflets, pamphlets and
posters deriving from the
Conservative campaigns
during the 1992 and 1997
general elections.

The central archives of the

Council minutes, Annual
Reports, Party Conference
Minutesand Reports, Gen-
eral Election Campaign
Guides, Committee Min-
utes, and Pamphlets and
Leaflets.

The WPA now has custody
of the central archives of
all the major political par-
ties in Wales - a major goal
ever since the establish-
ment of the Archive back
in1983. Further groups of
the records of the Con-
servative Party Wales are

expected shortly.
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Conservative Party are in
the custody of the Bodleian
Library at Oxford. The Li-
brary purchased in 19587
microfilm copies of the files
relating to Wales dating
from 1948 until 1964. These
are designated NLW Films

743-44.

The Library also holds mi-
crofilm copies of the ar-
chives of the British Con-
servative Party published
by Harvester (MFC 1-4,
MFL 21 and MFL 48).
These cover the period
1867 to 1978 and include
Executive Committee and

Ruskin Pioneer
Through the generosity of
Mr and Mrs Hugh Thomas
of Bristol, the Archive has
received an autograph
book belonging to Noah
Rees (1869-1933) of
Clydach Vale, a pioneer of
the South Wales Miners’
Federationandalong-serv-
ing member of the Rhon-
dda UDC.

The book includes several
contributions from Rees's
contemporaries at Ruskin

College, Oxford. It has
been designated NLW ex
1869.
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Aneurin Bevan a Jennie Lee near the Black Sea in 1957
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Aneurin Bevan Centenary

Mr Hubert Morgan,
secretary of the
Aneurin Bevan
Society (Committee
for Wales) has
donated a’press pack’
of photocopies of
press cuttingsrelating
to events organised
during October and
November 1997 to
mark the centenary
of Bevan's birth. It
also includes a
number of related
posters and leaflets.

Last autumn a small
exhibition was pre-
pared at the NLW by

A cartoon of
Aneurin Bevan b:,' Sallon

Mrs Beti Jonesofa
selection of printed
and manuscriptitems
held at the Library
relating to Bevan's
life. It featured corr-
espondence, doc-
uments, cartoons and
copies of books and
articles concerning
Bevan and his wife
Jennie Lee.

Jill Hutt Papers
Ms]Jill Huttof Fairwater,
Cardiff, has kindly pre-
sented a group of pa-
pers, ¢.1970-97, accumu-
lated by her as a long-
standing trades union-
istand political activist,

They relate to the activi-
ties of numerous organi-
sations including the
Cardiff Trades Union
Council, the Wales TUC
(whose records have
been deposited at the
NLW), the Cardiff Un-
employed Group, the
South  Glamorgan
branch of the Parliament
for Wales Campaign
and the Wales Cam-
paignagainst Workfare,

CABINET PAPERS,

1951-64
The Library has purchased
microfilm copies of the
Cabinet records - PRO
Classes CAB 128 (Cabinet
Conclusions)and CAB129
(Cabinet Memoranda) - of
the Conservative admin-
istrations of 1951-64
headed by Prime Minis-
ters Churchill, Eden,
Macmillan and Douglas-
Home.

The classes contain the
minutes and memoranda
of the weekly Cabinet
meetings held by the Prime
Minister and his senior
ministers. These meetings
form the apex of the whole
governmental and Civil
Service structure,

Among the array of im-
portant subjects illumi-
nated by the cabinet
records are Common-
wealth relations, the de-
velopmentof the NHS, Cy-
prus, Korea, NATO and
the Western Union, the
balance of payments and
the sterling crisis, military
affairs and National Serv-
ice, the Cold War, the Suez
crisis, rising living stand-
ardsand inflation, the Ber-
lin Wall, the Cuban mis-
sile crisis and President ].
F. Kennedy.

The records are a most
valuable addition to the re-
sources of the WPA and
complement admirably
the Cabinet records of the
post-war Attlee govern-
ments previously ac-
quired.

Co-operative Societies
Susan Stockwell of the Co-
operative Retail Services
Ltd, Swansea, has kindly
donated a group of the
annual returns of the in-
dependent Co-operative
Societies in Wales, 1937-
68. Further records are
expected shortly.

Lord Cledwyn Papers
Lord Cledwyn of
Penrhos has added two
extensive groups of pa-
pers (one from Anglesey
and one from London)
tothesubstantial archive
of his material already
held by the WPA.

These deposits include
files of material relating
to the University of
Wales, the Labour Party,
Welsh affairs and con-
stituency issues. A large
group of photographs
has been transferred to
the custody of the De-
partmentof Picturesand
Maps, and nineteen cas-
settes, mainly of Lord
Cledwyn's speeches, to
the Sound and Moving
Image Collection.

The many distinguished
individuals who feature
among the ¢ nd-
ents include Lord
Callaghan, Lord
Denning, Jo Grimond,
Sir Edward Heath,
Robert Rhodes James,
Neil Kinnock, John Ma-
jor, Sir Wyn Roberts and
Lord Shinwell,

Aberdare Nationalist
Mr D. Leslie Davies of
Aberdare has deposited
asubstantial group of ad-
ditional personal papers
relating mainly to theen-
ergetic activities of the
local Plaid Cymru group
within the Rhondda-
Cynon-Taff area during
the 1980s and 1990s.
Many of the papers re-
late to local, parliamen-
tary and European elec-
tions. They remain un-
der embargo until the
year 2020,

Printed at
The National Library
of Wales




