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TURNING A DREAM
INTO REALITY

Lord Gwilym Prys-Davies on
‘Developments in the Politics of Wales
during the Twentieth Century’

Lord Gwilym Prys-Davies

M a memorable lecture at

Aberystwyth on 5 Nov-

ember 1999 Lord Prys-
Davies alluded to the
significant events and
characters that have shaped
Welsh politics during the
twentieth century

This year the annual lecture
spanned the period from
that of Thomas Edward Ellis
and the Cymru Fydd (Young
Wales) movement at the end
of the nineteenth century and
the establishment of the
Mational Assembly for Wales
in 1999,

Speaking of the Local
Government Acts of 1888 and
1894, T E Ellis made the
following remarks in a speech
in Bala in 1894,

“These two laws demand,
and are bound to lead toa third
law, which will bestow to all
the Welsh people a national
assembly, elected on demo-
cratic foundations, which will
form the most perfect embodi-
ment of the national unity, and
the main instrument to realise
the national will and aim of
Wales”.

Lord Prys-Davies said that
the Wales Government Act of
1998 was the “third law” which

T E Ellis had dreamed of overa
century before.

Lord Prys-Davies spoke of
the “forces and factors that had
obstructed and strengthened
the vision”. The twentieth
century had beena time of great
changes, with two world wars,
periods of prosperity and
recession, and a dramatic
ebbing and flowing in the
development of the political
parties.

He turned his attention to
a number of important char-
acters in our political history,
such as Keir Hardie, Wales’
first Socialist MP:; ‘Mabon’
the miners’ leader; David
Lloyd George, the Liberal
Prime Minister; Aneurin
Bevan; James Griffiths, the
first Secretary of State for
Wales; Saunders Lewis and
Gwynfor Evans, leaders of
Plaid Cymru, and Ron Davies,
previously Secretary of State
for Wales.

Healso mentioned thestrong
influence of Socialism and
Monconformism on the Welsh

nation, and it was a shame
in his opinion that the two
influences had not infused “for
the highestaims of the nation”.

Lord Prys-Davies himself
has played a significant role in
Welsh politics. When Gwynfor
Evans was elected as Plaid
Cymru MP for Carmarthen in
the 1966 by-election, Lord Prys-
Davies was the Labour party
candidate.

He hasbeenaspecial adviser
to the Secretary of State for
Wales, 1974-78. He became a
member of the House of Lords
in 1982 and was official
opposition spokesman on
health, 1983-89, on Northern
Ireland, 1982-93, and on the
Woelsh Office, from 1987.

For those who missed the
opportunity to attend the
lecture, printed bilingual
copies may be ordered directly
from the Marketing Depart-
ment, The National Library of
Wales. A recording of the
lecture is also available at the
Sound and Moving Image
Collection.

Lord Gwilym Prys-Davies with the Librarian Mr Andrew Green
and the Treasurer Mr Conrad Bryant
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The Welsh Political Archive
was set up in 1983 to co-
ordinate the collection of
documentary evidence of all
kinds about politics in Wales.
It collects the records and
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organisations, camp-aigns and
pressure groups; leaflets,
pamphlets, ephemera, posters,
photographs, and tapes of
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Mr Andrew Green (Librarian),
Dr Denis Balsom, Emeritus
Professor Deirdre Beddoe,
Miss Beata Brookes, Mr

Dafis AM, Mr Aled Eirug,
Mr Tom Ellis, Mr Gwyn
Griffiths, Professor Deian
Hopkin, Professor Aled Jones,
Mr D Elwyn Jones, MrD L
Jones, Emeritus Professor
Ieuan Gwynedd Jones,
Professor Kenneth O Morgan,
Mrs Julie Morgan MP, Mr Elis
Owen, and five members of
NLW staff

ORAL HISTORY
PROJECT:

TOM ELLIS AND
THE SDF IN WALES
As part of our oral history
project on the SDP in
Wales a meeting was
arranged in July with Mr
Tom Ellis at his home in
Ruabon. Mr Ellis was a
prominent leader of the

SDP in Wales.

The interview touched
upon Mr Ellis’s up-
bringing, education and
career as a mining
engineer, before moving
on to discuss his decision
to stand as Labour
candidate for Wrexham
in1970. Hewas the Labour
MP for Wrexham from
1970 to 1983.

In 1981 he joined the SDP
and represented the new
party until his election
defeat at the 1983 General
Election. The main pur-
pose of the interview was
to collect information
relating to the formation
of the SDP in Wales and
Mr Ellis’s relationship with
David Owen, Shirley
Williams, Roy Jenkins and
Gwynoro Jones amongst
others.

A digital cassette record-
ing of the interview is now
stored with the Sound and
Moving Image Collection.
[MD73 and MD74].

UKPPAN

The WPA is represented on the United Kingdom Political

Parties Archive Network in its role as curator of the Plaid

Cymru archive.

A meeting was held last September at the House of Lords

he meeting was finalising a
e to local record i
purpose of the questionnaire is to locate ﬂgfﬁmi

blish a guide to all the relevant
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political parties and to pu
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TOM ELLIS

Tom Ellis” election leaflet
for the SDP
Liberal Alliance during the
1983 General Election.

MODERN
POLITICAL
FAPERS

The Association for Manuscripts
and Archives in Research Collec-
tions [AMARC] held a conference
at Birmingham University in Dec-
ember 1999 on Modern Political
Papers.

Birmingham University has
amongstits mostimportant holdings
the papers of Joseph, Austen and
Neville Chamberlain, and also the
papers of Sir Anthony Edenand Sir
Oswald Moseley.

The Churchill College archivist
gave a presentation on the papers
of Winston Churchill, Neil Kinnock
and Margaret Thatcher, which are
held in Cambridge and Mr Stephen
Bird of the Museum of Labour
History, Manchester gave an
enlightening introduction to the
papers of the Labour Party and
the Communist Party of Britain.



DR. T. 1. ELLIS
(1299-1970)

A small exhibition has been
prepared in the foyer of the
Library to mark the centenary
of the birth of T. 1. Ellis.

Thomas lorwerth Ellis was
born in London on 19 Dec-
ember 1899, eight months
after the untimely death of his
father, Thomas Edward Ellis
MP (1859-99). He attended
schools in Aberystwyth,
Harrow and Westminster and
went on to study at UCW
Aberystwyth and Jesus
College, Oxford.

He worked as a school-
teacher and university lecturer
intheClassics before becoming
headmaster of Rhyl County
School, 1930-40. Between 1940
and 1946 he was a Classics
lecturer at Aberystwyth and
Lampeter.

Mr Ellis was elected honor-
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Llywelyn Wyn Griffiths, Gilbert Harding and T I Ellis
on the ‘Round Britain Quiz’ during the 1950s.

he wvisited the House of regularly in period-icals such

ary secretary of the Committee
for Safeguarding Welsh
Culture, a movement which
became the New Wales Union
(LIndeb Cymru Fydd) in 1941.
He held a number of positions
in the University of Wales and
the Church in Wales. He
obtained a LL.D. Honours
degree from the University of

Wales in 1967, and was
honoured with the OBE the
following year.

He became a familiar figure
inWales mainly dueto hiswork
with Undeb Cymru Fydd, and

Commons regularly in order
to lobby the support of MPs.
He published a number of
important volumes, including
The Development of Higher
Education in Wales (1935), a
biography of his father, Cofiant
T E Ellis (1944 a 1948), and six
volumes in the notable series
of books exploring Welsh
counties, Crwydro’r Siroedd,
between 1952 and 1971.

Mr Ellis was a popular
broadcaster in Welsh and
English, and for twenty years
he was a member of the Round
Britain Quiz team. He published

as Yr Haul, Y Llenor and Barn,
and he wrote many entries for
the Dictionary of Welsh Bio-
graphy to 1940,

There is a variety of inter-
esting volumes, pictures, and
manuscripts, including letters
from Lady Megan Lloyd
George, Saunders Lewis, Dr
Kate Roberts and 5Sir Ben
Bowen Thomas in the exhib-
ition. Thanks to the kindness
of Mrs Mari Ellis, we have also
included his OBE medal, his
UCW LL.D. degree certificate
and a number of unique
photographs.

WELSH WOMEN’S ARCHIVE

‘Drawing on the past to build our future’

The Welsh Women’s Archive held their AGM at the
MNational Library of Wales last November. The Welsh
Women’'s Archive was established in October 1998 to
rescue and preserve sources relating to the history of
women in Wales.

Ursula Masson gave a talk on “‘Women’s politics in Wales
atthe end of the nineteenth century’ and Dr Mari Williams
lectured on “Women and the Second World War in Wales”.

An exhibition, arranged by the WPA on “‘Women and the
vote’, was on display during the event. The exhibition
included material relating to the Suffragette campaigns,
the first women MPs and the increase in female
representation for the National Assembly for Wales
elections.

For further information about WWA contact Ursula
Masson, School of Humanities, University of Glamorgan,
Pontypridd, CF37 1DL. Email: umasson@glam.ac.uk

'd
Megan Lloyd George,
the first female MP in Wales




LABOUR PARTY
IN WALES

In August we collected a
further group of papers
from the Labour Party
Wales offices in Cardiff.

The papersspanfromabout
1937-99, (mostly 1980s-90s),
and include the original
minutes of the Welsh
Council of Labour ex-
ecutive, 1937-72, of which
we previously held photo-
copies only.

Also there are annual
reports, 1937-71, news-
paper cuttings, printed
material, and papers
relating to elections and the
selection of candidates.

The WPA will bearranging
an exhibition in November
2000 to mark the centenary
of the Labour Party.

NICARAGUA

We have recently listed the
papers of the Wales Nic-
aragua Solidarity Camp-
aign, 1984-98.

The papers were donated
to the WPA by Mr Ben
Gregory, campaign sec-
retary and author of a book
about the campaign
entitled, Afar I See the Day
is Coming, Wales Nicaragua
and the future of inter-
nationalism (Cardiff, 1998).

The papers include
research papers and
interviews compiled in the
process of writing the
book and also minutes and
correspondence of the
campaign and material
relating to local groups.

MADRKYN

We have received papers,

c.1979-81, relating to
MADRYN (Movement for the
Protection of Humanity Against
Nuclear Waste), a movement
that opposed plans to bury
nuclear waste in Dyfi and
Dysynni in the 19580s.

The papers include minutes,
correspondence and papers
concerning the group’s
opposition to the Geological
Research Programme.

There are also papers relating
to other anti-nuclear groups,
including PANDORA (People
Against Nuclear Dumping
On Rural Areas); SCRAM
(Scottish Campaign to Resist
the Atomic Menace); ANC
(Anti-nuclear Campaign);
WANA (Welsh Anti-Nuclear
Alliance), and the Mid-Wales
Peace Council.

TONY BENN

Amongst recent acquisitions
there is a letter, written in

March 1967, from Anthony
Wedgwood Benn MP to the
late John Ifor Jones, Aber-
ystwyth.

In the letter Tony Benn gives
his opinion on nationalism,
the British Isles and devolution
in Wales, noting that, “if seems
to me to be a little odd to press for
the further disintegration of
government” . [NLW MS23699]

WALES
NICARAGUA

SOLIDARITY
CAMPAIGN

News in brief
- recent

acquisitions

NHICK AINGER

Further papers, mmPrl:uin;
constituency case files, c.1992-
99, of Nick Ainger, Labour MP
for Carmarthen West and
Pembrokeshire South since
1997, and Pembroke since 1992

YES FOR WALES
Leighton Andrews, author of
Woales says Yes: the inside story
of the Yes for Wales, dum
campaign has deposited
research material rel-ating to
his book on the 1997
LEO ﬁﬂﬂ!

We have received further
papers from Leo Abse, Labour
MPF for and
Torfaen, 1983-7. They reflect
his long and distinguished
career as a backbencher who
became involved in tackling
social issues. He was leader of
the Labour anti-devolution
campaign in Wales hfnﬂ H'll
1979 uiunmdu:u.. -

RON DAFIEE- MP AM
We have received additional
papers from Ron Davies's
constituency office in Mwu,.
and further papers were
transferred from the Glam-

JILL HUTT

Further papers, 1!53 Dﬂ,
accumulated by Jill Hutt
relating to the TUC, the

Parliament for Wales C.unp-

aign and v:rlnun pﬂnuﬂ
groups.

WA"‘I"H E n.n.wn
Papers of Wayne David,
Labour MEP for South Wales,
1989-94 and Mid Snuth ‘W'-feu,
IH-I*'!. i

LIBEH.AL o
DEMOCREATS
WALES

Papers, 1984-99, from the

Liberal Demnmt;‘ nfﬁﬂ: m
Cardiff ;

We advise readers to enguire
about the conditions placed on

the papers before visiting the
Library. Many recent WPA

acquisitions have restrictions

on access or photo-copying.

Printed at
The National Library
of Wales




