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Am Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig
About the Welsh Political Archive

The Welsh Political Archive was set up in 1983 to co-ordinate 
the collection of documentary evidence of all kinds about 
politics in Wales. It collects the records and papers of political 
parties, politicians, quasi-political organisations, campaigns 

and pressure groups; leaflets, pamphlets, other printed ephemera, 
posters, photographs, and tapes of radio and television programmes. 
Its work is not restricted to a specific department within the Library

In accordance with the National Library of Wales’ Collection 
Development Policy, the Welsh Political Archive collects the personal 
papers of politicians who have played an important role in the life 
of the nation, and individuals with a high profile for campaigning on 
national or international issues.

We collect the papers of Members of Parliament, Assembly 
Members, Members of the European Parliament and Lords if they 
have for example held positions such as Secretary of State, party 
leader, minister, senior committee chair. We do not usually collect the 
papers of other elected members or constituency papers.

We collect the national archives of political parties (e. g. Labour Party 
Wales Archives) but we no longer collect the regional or branch 
papers of political parties (e. g. Records of Abergavenny Labour 
Party).

We collect the archives of national pressure groups and groups which 
campaign on national issues.

We collect election ephemera from all constituencies in Wales for 
national elections and referenda including elections for Police and 
Crime Commissioners. We do not collect material related to elections 
to local authorities.

Derbyniadau
Acquisitions

The Political Archive has been successful in 
acquiring a number of interesting archives during 
the past year.

Additions to the Frances Stevenson  
Family Papers
This collection of letters, documents and photographs, related to 
David Lloyd George, Frances Stevenson and Jennifer Longford was 
purchased at auction in March 2017. It includes material regarding 
Frances Stevenson’s role and her influence on Lloyd George as 
well as her status as a role model for women in the world of work; 
material related to the Versailles Peace Conference, a memorandum 
in Frances’s hand about planning munitions in the Great War, pictures 
and postcards showing the relationship between Lloyd George, 
Frances Stevenson and Jennifer Longford along with letters regarding 
Jennifer’s adoption. Some of this material was previously loaned to 
the Library for an exhibition in 2013. (Addition to Frances Stevenson 
Family Papers) 

Additions to the Lord MacDonald of  
Gwaenysgor Papers
This collection of papers, speeches, diaries, letters and ephemera of 
Gordon MacDonald (first Baron MacDonald of Gwaenysgor, 1888-
1966) was purchased as a private sale in December 2016 to add to 
the papers purchased at auction in July 2016. The material comprises 
diaries, letters, speeches, photographs and official documents, 
mainly from his time as Governor of Newfoundland, but also related 
to Welsh affairs, International affairs, the Labour Party and his 
wartime role as Controller of Fuel and Power for Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales. They also contain a draft of his memoirs Atgofion 
Seneddol. (Addition to Lord Macdonald of Gwaenysgor Papers)
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Sefydlwyd yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn 1983 i gydlynu’r 
gwaith o gasglu tystiolaeth ddogfennol o bob math am 
wleidyddiaeth Cymru. Cesglir cofysgrifau a phapurau pleidiau 
gwleidyddol, gwleidyddion, mudiadau lled-wleidyddol, 

ymgyrchoedd a charfanau pwyso; taflenni, pamffledi, ac effemera 
printiedig eraill, posteri a ffotograffau, gwefannau a thapiau rhaglenni 
radio a theledu.  Ni chyfyngir ei gweithgareddau i un adran o fewn y 
Llyfrgell. 

Yn unol â Pholisi Datblygu Casgliadau Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru, 
mae’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn casglu papurau personol 
gwleidyddion sydd wedi chwarae rhan bwysig ym mywyd y genedl, 
ac unigolion sydd â phroffil uchel oherwydd gwaith ymgyrchu ar 
faterion cenedlaethol neu ryngwladol.

Rydym yn casglu papurau Aelodau Seneddol, Aelodau Cynulliad, 
Aelodau Senedd Ewrop ac Arglwyddi os ydynt, er enghraifft, wedi 
gwasanaethu fel Ysgrifennydd Gwladol, arweinydd plaid wleidyddol, 
gweinidog, cadeirydd pwyllgor blaenllaw. Nid ydym fel arfer yn casglu 
papurau aelodau etholedig eraill na phapurau etholaethol. 

Rydym yn casglu archifau cenedlaethol pleidiau gwleidyddol (e.e. 
Archifau Plaid Lafur Cymru) ond nid ydym bellach yn casglu archifau 
canghennau a rhanbarthau pleidiau gwleidyddol (e.e. Cofnodion Plaid 
Lafur y Fenni).

Rydym yn casglu archifau carfannau pwyso cenedlaethol, a grwpiau 
sy’n ymgyrchu ar faterion gwleidyddol o bwys cenedlaethol.

Rydym yn casglu effemera etholiadol o bob etholaeth yng Nghymru 
ar gyfer etholiadau a refferenda cenedlaethol gan gynnwys 
etholiadau Comisiynwyr yr Heddlu a Throseddu. Nid ydym yn casglu 
deunydd yn ymwneud ag awdurdodau lleol.

Mae’r Archif Wleidyddol wedi llwyddo i dderbyn 
nifer o archifau diddorol yn ystod y flwyddyn 
ddiwethaf .

Ychwanegiadau at Bapurau Teulu  
Frances Stevenson 
Prynwyd y casgliad hwn o lythyrau, dogfennau a ffotograffau, sy’n 
gysylltiedig â David Lloyd George, Frances Stevenson a Jennifer 
Longford mewn arwerthiant ym Mawrth 2017. Mae’n cynnwys 
deunydd yn gysylltiedig â rôl Frances Stevenson a’i dylanwad 
ar Lloyd George yn ogystal â’i dylanwad ar ferched fel esiampl 
o ferch lwyddiannus ym myd gwaith; deunydd yn gysylltiedig â 
Chynhadledd Heddwch Versailles, memorandwm yn llawysgrifen 
Frances am gynllun arfau y Rhyfel Mawr, lluniau a chardiau post 
yn dangos y berthynas rhwng Lloyd George, Frances Stevenson a 
Jennifer Longford ynghyd â llythyrau yn sôn am fabwysiadu Jennifer. 
Cafodd peth o’r deunydd hwn ei fenthyca cyn hyn i’r Llyfrgell ar gyfer 
arddangosfa yn 2013. (Ychwanegiad at Frances Stevenson Family 
Papers) 

Ychwanegiadau at Bapurau’r Arglwydd 
MacDonald o Waenysgor 
Prynwyd y casgliad hwn o bapurau, dyddiaduron, llythyrau ac 
effemera Gordon MacDonald (y Barwn MacDonald cyntaf o 
Waenysgor, 1888-1966) yn breifat yn Rhagfyr 2016 i ychwanegu at y 
papurau a brynwyd mewn arwerthiant yng Ngorffennaf 2016. Mae’r 
deunydd yn cynnwys dyddiaduron, llythyrau, areithiau, ffotograffau 
a dogfennau swyddogol, yn bennaf o’i gyfnod fel Llywodraethwr 
Newfoundland, ond mae hefyd yn gysylltiedig â materion Cymreig, 
materion rhyngwladol, y Blaid Lafur, a’i rôl yn ystod y rhyfel fel 
Rheolwr Tanwydd a Phŵer ar gyfer Swydd Gaerhirfryn, Swydd 
Gaer a Gogledd Cymru. Maent hefyd yn cynnwys drafft o’i Atgofion 
Seneddol. (Ychwanegiadau at Lord Macdonald of Gwaenysgor Papers)

Papurau’r Arglwydd MacDonald o Waenysgor
Lord Macdonald of Gwaenysgor Papers

Papurau Teulu Frances Stevenson 
Frances Stevenson Family Papers



Derbyniadau
Acquisitions

•	� Minutes, administrative records and other material from the 
National Left/Chwith Genedlaethol movement within Plaid Cymru 
(1981-1990). (Papurau Chwith Genedlaethol Plaid Cymru)

•	� Llanelly Division Parliamentary Labour Party minute book, 
Llanelly Trades Council Minute Book, Minutes of the Cardiganshire 
Constituency Labour Party Executive Committee Minutes, papers 
relating to Cardiganshire constituency, and financial notes relating 
to the devolution campaign in1979. (Addition to Deian R. Hopkin 
Papers)

•	� Material related to Lord Elwyn-Jones, including speeches and 
articles on the law, human rights, the Nuremburg Trials, war crimes 
and the Aberfan disaster as well as letters of condolence on the 
death of Lord Elwyn-Jones and letters, press cuttings and diaries 
related to Walter Idris Jones. (Additions to the Lord Elwyn-Jones 
Papers)

•	� Two boxes of material related to the North Wales Women’s Liberal 
Federation and the Caernarvonshire Liberal Association, including 
minute books, correspondence, conference papers and material 
relating to elections (1929-1985). (North Wales Women’s Liberal 
Federation Records)

•	� Records of Cymru Yfory 2008-2011, including administrative and 
campaigning papers related to the campaign for more powers for 
the National Assembly for Wales. (Archif Cymru Yfory)

•	� Papers related to campaigns by the Glamorgan and Gwent 
section Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg during the 1990s. (Papurau 
Cymdeithas yr Iaith, Rhanbarth Morgannwg a Gwent)

•	� Papers and correspondence, 1971-1972, of Ieuan ap Gwent, 
Cymdeithas yr Iaith solicitor, including a document relating to the 
‘Use of language in the courts’. (Ieuan ap Gwent (Cymdeithas yr Iaith) 
Papers NLW ex 2951)

•	� Six scripts of the television programme ‘Adrian’s Election Bites’, 
which comprised interviews between Adrian Masters, political 
editor at ITV Wales, and leaders of the political parties in Wales, 
broadcast on ITV Cymru Wales prior to the 2016 elections to the 
National Assembly for Wales. (Election Bites scripts, 2016 NLW ex 
2943)

•	� Scrapbook of material related 
to Islwyn Ffowc Elis as 
candidate for Plaid Cymru in 
the 1962 Montgomeryshire 
by-election. (Addition to 
Papurau Islwyn Ffowc Elis)

•	�Material relating to Unite 
union, including papers of 
the executive council and 
other internal committees, 
Wales TUC, the organisation 
of agricultural workers, 
the International Union of 
Food, Agricultural, Hotel, 
Restaurant, Catering, 
Tobacco and Allied Workers’ 
Associations (IUF) and the 
Labour Party. (Addition to 
Ivan Monckton Papers)

Derbyniadau
Acquisitions

•	� Material related to the campaign 
against devolution in Wales in 1997. 
(‘Just Say No’ Referendum Campaign 
Papers NLW Ex 2039)

•	� Papers related to the Development 
Board for Rural Wales including 
evidence, an address given to 
Aberystwyth UCW Agricultural Society 
and a presentation given as part 
of an undergraduate degree. (Rural 
Development Board Enquiry, 1968 and 
1975 NLW Ex 2965)

•	� 3 large boxes of material related to the 
appeal to raise a statue of David Lloyd 
George in Parliament Square, including 
material related to fundraising, design 
and gaining permission for the statue. 
(David Lewis Jones (Lloyd George Appeal) 
Papers)

•	� Papers, 1974-2014, related to the 
Poll tax, local campaigns, Palestine, 
newspaper articles, letters & reports 
etc. (Addition to Ray Davies Papers)

•	� Papers relating to the funeral of Gwilym Prys Davies, comprising 
the order of service, tributes and a booklet containing family 
photographs. (Addition to Gwilym Prys-Davies Papers)

•	� Four boxes of material related to the national organisation of Plaid 
Cymru. (Addition to Archif Plaid Cymru)

•	� A letter smuggled out of Frongoch prison camp, Bala, August 
1916, written by Seán Hales (d. 1922), a member of what he refers 
to as the ‘Irish Republican Army’ and later a TD in Dáil Éireann, to 
a friend in Bandon, County Cork, mentioning living conditions and 
prisoners’ attitudes in the camp. (NLW MS 24044D, f. 34)

•	� Newspaper cuttings related to a number of prominent Welsh 
politicians including Ieuan Wyn Jones, Peter Hain, Peter a Tricia 
Law, Ron Davies, Rhodri Morgan, Rod Richards, Dafydd Wigley, 
Alun Michael, Gwynfor Evans, and the Blaenau Gwent by-elections. 
(Addition to the Ivor T Rees Political Papers)

•	� 3 letters from Prime Minister John Major to Beata Brookes, one 
of which refers to her support during a television interview for his 
position on the Maastricht Treaty. (Addition to the Beata Brookes 
Papers)

•	� Letter dated 23 December 1991 from Eileen Beasley to Llinos and 
Cynog Dafis. (Addition to Papurau Cynog Dafis)

•	� Box of material related to the agreement between the Wales 
Green Party and Plaid Cymru in the Ceredigion and Pembroke 
North constituency for the 1992 General Election. (Iorwerth 
Griffiths Papers)

•	� 15 boxes of material related to the campaign against the Cefn 
Croes windfarm and other wind farm projects across Wales. (Cefn 
Croes Action Group Archive)
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•	� Cofnodion cyfarfodydd, cofnodion gweinyddol a deunydd arall o 
fudiad y Chwith Genedlaethol o fewn Plaid Cymru (1981-1990) 
(Papurau Chwith Plaid Genedlaethol Cymru)

•	� Llyfr cofnodion Plaid Lafur Seneddol Rhanbarth Llanelli, Llyfr 
Cofnodion Cyngor Masnach Llanelli, Cofnodion Pwyllgor Gwaith 
Plaid Lafur Etholaeth Sir Gaerfyrddin, a nodiadau ariannol yn 
gysylltiedig â’r ymgyrch datganoli yn 1979. (Ychwanegiad at Deian 
R. Hopkin Papers)

•	� Deunydd yn gysylltiedig â’r Arglwydd Elwyn-Jones, yn cynnwys 
areithiau ac erthyglau ar y gyfraith, hawliau dynol, Treialon 
Nuremburg, troseddau rhyfel a thrychineb Aberfan, yn ogystal â 
llythyrau o gydymdeimlad ar farwolaeth Arglwydd Elwyn-Jones a 
llythyrau, toriadau’r wasg a dyddiaduron yn gysylltiedig â Walter 
Idris Jones. (Ychwanegiad at Lord Elwyn-Jones Papers)

•	� Dau flwch o ddeunydd yn gysylltiedig â Ffederasiwn Rhyddfrydol 
Merched Gogledd Cymru a Chymdeithas Ryddfrydol Sir 
Gaernarfon, yn cynnwys llyfrau cofnodion, gohebiaeth, papurau 
cynhadledd a deunydd yn gysylltiedig ag etholiadau (1929-1985). 
(North Wales Women’s Liberal Federation Records)

•	� Cofnodion Cymru Yfory 2008-2011, yn cynnwys papurau 
gweinyddol ac ymgyrchu’n gysylltiedig â’r ymgyrch dros gael mwy 
o bwerau i Gynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru. (Archif Cymru Yfory)

•	� Papurau’n gysylltiedig ag ymgyrchoedd gan adran Morgannwg 
a Gwent o Gymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg yn ystod y 1990au. 
(Papurau Cymdeithas yr Iaith, Rhanbarth Morgannwg a Gwent)

•	� Papurau a gohebiaeth, 1971-1972, Ieuan ap Gwent, cyfreithiwr 
Cymdeithas yr Iaith, yn cynnwys dogfen yn gysylltiedig â 
‘Defnyddio’r iaith yn y llysoedd’. (Ieuan ap Gwent (Cymdeithas yr 
Iaith) Papers NLW ex 2951)

•	� Chwe sgript o raglen deledu ‘Adrian’s Election Bites’, a oedd yn 
cynnwys cyfweliadau rhwng Adrian Masters, golygydd gwleidyddol 
yn ITV Wales, ac arweinwyr pleidiau gwleidyddol yng Nghymru, 
a ddarlledwyd ar ITV Cymru Wales cyn etholiadau 2016 ar gyfer 
Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru. (Election Bites scripts, 2016 NLW ex 
2943)

•	� Llyfr lloffion yn cynnwys deunydd  
ar Islwyn Ffowc Elis fel 
ymgeisydd Plaid Cymru yn 
isetholiad Sir Drefaldwyn 
yn 1962. (Ychwanegiad at 
Bapurau Islwyn Ffowc Elis)

•	� Deunydd yn gysylltiedig 
ag undeb Unite, yn 
cynnwys papurau’r cyngor 
gweithredol a phwyllgorau 
mewnol eraill, TUC Cymru, 
sefydliad gweithwyr 
amaethyddol, Undeb 
Rhyngwladol Gweithwyr 
Bwyd, Amaeth, Gwestai, 
Bwytai, Arlwyo, Tybaco a 
Chymdeithasau ar y Cyd a’r 
Blaid Lafur. (Ychwanegiad at 
Ivan Monckton Papers)

•	� Deunydd yn gysylltiedig â’r 
ymgyrch yn erbyn datganoli yng 
Nghymru yn1997. (‘Just Say No’ 
Referendum Campaign Papers NLW 
Ex 2039)

•	� Papurau’n gysylltiedig â Bwrdd 
Datblygu Cymru Wledig yn 
cynnwys tystiolaeth, anerchiad 
i Gymdeithas Amaethyddol CPC 
Aberystwyth a chyflwyniad 
a roddwyd fel rhan o radd i 
israddedigion. (Rural Development 
Board Enquiry, 1968 and 1975 NLW 
Ex 2965)

•	� 3 blwch mawr o ddeunydd yn 
gysylltiedig â’r apêl i godi cerflun o 
David Lloyd George yn Parliament 
Square, yn cynnwys deunydd yn 
gysylltiedig â chodi arian, dylunio 
a chael caniatâd ar gyfer y cerflun. 
(David Lewis Jones (Lloyd George 
Appeal) Papers)

•	� Papurau, 1974-2014, yn 
gysylltiedig â threth y pen, 
ymgyrchoedd lleol, Palestina, erthyglau papurau newydd, llythyrau 
ac adroddiadau ayb. (Ychwanegiad at Ray Davies Papers)

•	� Papurau’n gysylltiedig ag angladd Gwilym Prys Davies, yn cynnwys 
trefn y gwasanaeth, teyrngedau a llyfryn yn cynnwys lluniau’r 
teulu. (Ychwanegiad at Gwilym Prys-Davies Papers)

•	� Pedwar blwch o ddeunydd yn gysylltiedig â sefydliad cenedlaethol 
Plaid Cymru. (Ychwanegiad at Archif Plaid Cymru)

•	� Llythyr a gafodd ei smyglo allan o wersyll rhyfel Frongoch, Y Bala, 
Awst 1916, a ysgrifennwyd gan Seán Hales (d. 1922), aelod o’r hyn 
y cyfeirir ato fel ‘Byddin Gweriniaeth Iwerddon’ ac yn ddiweddarach 
yn Teachta Dála yn Dáil Éireann, i gyfaill yn Bandon, Swydd Cork, 
yn sôn am amodau byw ac agweddau’r carcharorion yn y gwersyll. 
(LlGC MS 24044D, f. 34)

•	� Toriadau papurau newydd yn gysylltiedig â nifer o wleidyddion 
amlwg yng Nghymru gan gynnwys Ieuan Wyn Jones, Peter Hain, 
Peter a Tricia Law, Ron Davies, Rhodri Morgan, Rod Richards, 
Dafydd Wigley, Alun Michael, Gwynfor Evans, ac isetholiadau 
Blaenau Gwent. (Ychwanegiad at Ivor T Rees Political Papers)

•	� 3 llythyr gan y Prif Weinidog John Major at y cyn Aelod Seneddol 
Ewrop, Beata Brookes, cyfeiria un llythyr at ei chefnogaeth yn 
ystod cyfweliad teledu ar gyfer ei rôl yng Nghytundeb Maastricht. 
(Ychwanegiad at Beata Brookes Papers)

•	� Llythyr dyddiedig 23 Rhagfyr 1991 gan Eileen Beasley at Llinos a 
Cynog Dafis. (Ychwanegiad at Bapurau Cynog Dafis)

•	� Blwch o ddeunydd yn gysylltiedig â chytundeb rhwng Plaid Werdd 
Cymru a Phlaid Cymru yn etholaeth Ceredigion a Gogledd Penfro ar 
gyfer Etholiadau Cyffredinol 1992. (Iorwerth Griffiths Papers)

•	� 15 bocs o ddeunydd o’r ymgyrch yn erbyn Fferm Wynt Cefn Croes 
a phrosiectau fferm gwynt eraill ar draws Cymru. (Cefn Croes Action 
Group Archive)

Papurau’r Arglwydd Elwyn-Jones 
       Lord Elwyn-Jones Papers

Llythyr wedi’i smyglo allan o Wersyll Rhyfel Frongoch 
Letter smuggled out from Frongoch Prison Camp



Derbyniadau
Acquisitions

Election Ephemera
The snap General Election called by Theresa May for 8th June once 
again saw our network of supporters spring into action. They have 
collected material for a Wales wide election or referendum at least 
once each year since 2014. The election was unexpected and so 
arrangements to collect the material were made quickly and we’re 
very grateful to all those who once again answered the call for help.

The election was keenly fought and this is reflected in the 
volume of election material including letters, 

posters and leaflets which were 
distributed in constituencies such as 
Cardiff Central, Ceredigion, and Gower. 

The Library also made archive copies of 
websites including those of political parties 

and candidates to reflect on-line activity 
during the campaign.

A number of historical election addresses 
from UK General Elections in 1950-

1951, and National Assembly for 
Wales Elections, 1999, 2003, 2007 
and 2011 along with material from 

the 2016 election to the House of 
Keys, the lower house of the Isle 

of Man Parliament, were kindly 
donated to the Library and 
have been added to the Welsh 

Political Ephemera collection.

Catalogio
Cataloguing

During the year, a number of collections were 
catalogued and made available on the Library’s 
online catalogue.

•	 Election Bites scripts, 2016 NLW ex 2943

•	� Papurau Dr Carl Clowes:  
Including the records of Fforwm Iaith Genedlaethol, the campaign 
for a Welsh Language Act in the 1980s and Dr Clowes’s campaign 
for a General Register Office for Wales.

•	 Additions to the Peter Temple-Morris Papers

•	� North Wales Women’s Liberal Federation 
Records

•	 Papurau Chwith Genedlaethol Plaid Cymru

•	 David Lewis Jones (Lloyd George Appeal) Papers

•	 Additions to the Beata Brookes Papers

•	 Papurau Cymru Yfory

Lord Davies of Llandinam Papers
This valuable collection comprises over 200 boxes 

of material related to David Davies, 1st Baron of 
Llandinam, his political career and campaigns. 

The collection includes the records 
of the New Commonwealth 

Society, an organisation to 
promote peace through an 

international police force, 
and the King Edward 

VII Welsh National 
Memorial Association, 
an organisation 

established to fight 
tuberculosis in Wales. 

A copy of an unpublished 
biography attributed to Sir 

Charles Tennyson, which forms 
part of the collection has been 

digitised and is available to view on 
the Library’s catalogue (http://hdl.handle.

net/10107/4683286).
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Effemera Etholiad
Pan alwodd Theresa May Etholiad Cyffredinol ar fyr rybudd ar gyfer 
yr 8fed o Fehefin, unwaith eto aeth ein rhwydwaith o gefnogwyr 
ati i gasglu deunydd. Maent wedi casglu deunydd ar gyfer etholiad 
neu refferendwm drwy Gymru o leiaf unwaith y flwyddyn ers 2014. 
Roedd yr etholiad yn annisgwyl ac felly gwnaed trefniadau i gasglu’r 
deunydd yn gyflym ac rydym yn ddiolchgar iawn i bawb a wnaeth 
ymateb i’n cais am gymorth.

Bu ymgyrchu brwd ac adlewyrchir hyn yn lefel y 
deunydd etholiadol sy’n cynnwys llythyrau, posteri 
a thaflenni a ddosbarthwyd mewn etholiadau 
fel Canol Caerdydd, Ceredigion, a Gŵyr. Hefyd 
gwnaed copïau archifol o wefannau 
gan y Llyfrgell yn cynnwys gwefannau 
pleidiau gwleidyddol ac ymgeiswyr i 
adlewyrchu’r gweithgarwch ar-lein yn 
ystod yr ymgyrch.

Rhoddwyd nifer o anerchiadau 
etholiadol hanesyddol o Etholiadau 
Cyffredinol y Deyrnas Unedig yn 
1950-1951, ac Etholiadau Cynulliad 
Cenedlaethol Cymru, 1999, 2003, 2007 
a 2011 ynghyd â deunydd o etholiad 
2016 i’r House of Keys, ail dŷ Senedd 
Ynys Manaw, i’r Llyfrgell ac fe’u 
hychwanegwyd at gasgliad 
Effemera Gwleidyddol Cymru.

Yn ystod y flwyddyn, catalogiwyd nifer o 
gasgliadau a gellir eu gweld ar ein catalog  
ar-lein.

•	 Election Bites scripts, 2016 NLW ex 2943

•	� Papurau Dr Carl Clowes:  
Yn cynnwys cofnodion y Fforwm Iaith Genedlaethol, yr ymgyrch 
dros Ddeddf Iaith Gymraeg yn 1980au ac ymgyrch Dr Clowes dros 
Swyddfa Gofrestru Genedlaethol Cymru.

•	 Ychwanegiadau at Peter Temple-Morris Papers

•	� North Wales Women’s Liberal Federation 
Records

•	 Papurau Chwith Genedlaethol Plaid Cymru

•	 David Lewis Jones (Lloyd George Appeal) Papers

•	 Ychwanegiadau at Beata Brookes Papers

•	 Papurau Cymru Yfory

Lord Davies of Llandinam Papers
Casgliad gwerthfawr sy’n cynnwys dros 200 o flychau 
o ddeunydd yn gysylltiedig â David Davies, Barwn 
1af Llandinam, ei yrfa wleidyddol a’i ymgyrchoedd. 
Mae’r casgliad yn cynnwys cofnodion Cymdeithas 
y Gymanwlad Newydd, sefydliad i hyrwyddo 
heddwch drwy heddlu rhyngwladol, a 
Chymdeithas Goffa Genedlaethol Cymru 
Brenin Edward VII, a sefydlwyd i ymladd 
twbercwlosis yng Nghymru. Yn y 
casgliad mae copi o fywgraffiad nas 
cyhoeddwyd ac a briodolwyd i Syr 
Charles Tennyson. Fe’i digidwyd 
ac mae ar gael ar gatalog y 
Llyfrgell (http://hdl.handle.
net/10107/4683286).

Papurau’r Arglwydd Davies o Landinam 
Lord Davies of Llandinam Papers



Prifysgol Aberystwyth a Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Cymru yn cydweithio ar astudiaeth o radicaliaeth 
yng Nghymru
Lansiwyd y prosiect Spaces of Radicalism ar y cyd â Phrifysgol 
Aberystwyth ym mis Rhagfyr a’i bwrpas yw astudio gwleidyddiaeth 
sefydliadau radical yng Nghymru. Bydd yr astudiaeth yn edrych ar 
wahanol ddulliau gan dri sefydliad cenedlaethol – Byddin Rhyddid 
Cymru, Meibion Glyndŵr a Chymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg. Y nod yw 
edrych ar gyfraniad pobl ar gyrion cymdeithas, a dadansoddi pam fod 
rhai mathau o gyfraniad gan ddinasyddion yn cael eu hystyried yn 
fwy derbyniol yn gymdeithasol nag eraill.

Mae’r brifysgol wedi derbyn nawdd ar gyfer myfyriwr doethuriaeth 
fydd yn defnyddio casgliadau’r Llyfrgell, ac o bosib, i gyfrannu at 
arddangosfa ac adnodd ar-lein yn seiliedig ar yr ymchwil. Roedd cryn 
ddiddordeb yn lansiad y prosiect a chyfrannodd yr Archif Wleidyddol 
Gymreig at eitemau newyddion ar Radio Wales, Radio Cymru a S4C.

Diwrnod Coffau’r Holocost
I ddynodi Diwrnod Coffau’r Holocost yn Ionawr, cyhoeddwyd eitem 
ar flog y Llyfrgell i adlewyrchu’r rôl a chwaraewyd gan bobl Cymru 
a thynnu sylw at rai o’r casgliadau sy’n adlewyrchu profiadau 
uniongyrchol o’r hil-laddiad gan y Natsïaid. Ymysg y Lord Elwyn-
Jones Papers ceir ffeiliau’n ymwneud â Threialon Nuremberg, cyfnod 
pan fu’n gwasanaethu fel Cwnsler Ieuaf, ac mae’r manylion yn yr 
adroddiadau dirdynnol am y gwersylloedd crynhoi’n ein hatgoffa 
o’r erchyllterau a’r dioddefaint. Wynford Vaughan-Thomas, y 
newyddiadurwr o Gymru, oedd un o’r rhai cyntaf i ddweud wrth y 
byd am erchyllterau Belsen yn ystod darllediad o’r gwersyll, tra bod 
nodiadau ar gyfer darlith yn yr Eryl Hall Williams Papers, a llythyr gan 
y nyrs A. Edith Jones yn adrodd hanes uniongyrchol eu profiadau fel 
gweithwyr cymorth yng ngwersyll crynhoi Belsen. Trwy ddiogelu’r 
eitemau hyn cedwir y gorffennol a’r ffeithiau’n fyw, gan sicrhau nad 
yw’r digwyddiadau’n mynd yn angof. 

Adnoddau Newydd ar wefan yr Archif  
Wleidyddol Gymreig 
Mae tudalennau’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig ar wefan Llyfrgell 
Genedlaethol Cymru wedi’u diwygio er mwyn rhoi mwy o wybodaeth 
am y casgliadau a sut i’w defnyddio. Yn ogystal â’r tudalennau sy’n 
cynnwys trawsgrifiadau o ddarlithoedd blaenorol a materion yn 
ymwneud â’r cylchlythyr blynyddol, bellach mae tudalennau thematig 
hefyd sy’n arwain defnyddwyr at gasgliadau a allai fod o ddiddordeb. 
Hefyd mae tudalennau penodol ar gyfer deunydd sy’n gysylltiedig â 
David Lloyd George, Arglwydd Davies o Landinam a Gareth Vaughan 
Jones sy’n cynnwys dolenni cyswllt at eitemau wedi’u digido yn y 
casgliadau.

Cyfarfod o bwyllgor 2016 
Yn dilyn adborth gan aelodau Pwyllgor 
Ymgynghorol yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig, 
cynhaliwyd cyfarfod blynyddol y pwyllgor 
yn y Senedd yng Nghaerdydd ym mis Medi, 
yn hytrach nag yn Aberystwyth ym mis 
Tachwedd yn ôl yr arfer. 

Derbyniodd y pwyllgor adroddiad ar 
dderbyniadau a gweithgareddau’r 
archif yn ystod y flwyddyn flaenorol yn 
cynnwys arddangosfa Chwyldro/Revolution 
a gynhaliwyd yn adeilad y Pierhead 
yng Nghaerdydd yn ystod Medi. Yn y 
cyfarfod hefyd nodwyd bod dau aelod o’r 
pwyllgor bellach yn aelodau o Gynulliad 
Cenedlaethol Cymru, bod Lee Waters wedi’i ethol fel AC Llafur dros 
Lanelli, a bod David Melding wedi’i ailethol fel AC Ceidwadol dros 
Ganol De Cymru.

Cytunwyd i gynnig cyngor i Aelodau’r Cynulliad a’u staff am y 
cofnodion y maent yn eu creu er mwyn ceisio codi ymwybyddiaeth 
o bwysigrwydd eu harchifau a rhannu arfer da. Hefyd trafododd y 
pwyllgor gofnodion grwpiau gwleidyddol o fewn y Cynulliad a’r heriau 
a wynebir o safbwynt cofnodion digid-anedig. Yn ogystal trafodwyd 
cofnodion y Cynulliad Cenedlaethol a Llywodraeth Cymru a manylir 
ynghylch y cynnydd a wneir mewn rhan arall o’r cylchlythyr.

Ar ôl y cyfarfod ymwelwyd ag arddangosfa Chwyldro/Revolution.

Darlith Flynyddol Yr Archif Wleidyddol  
Gymreig 2016 
Traddodwyd Darlith Flynyddol Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig 2016 
gan y Gwir Anrhydeddus Ann Clwyd, AS Llafur dros Gwm Cynon, ac 
ymgyrchydd amlwg. 

Bu Ann Clwyd yn gweithio fel newyddiadurwraig, ac yna fel ASE cyn 
cael ei hethol i’r Senedd i gynrychioli Cwm Cynon yn 1984. Mae wedi 
dal gwahanol swyddi yng Nghabinet yr Wrthblaid, ond mae hefyd yn 
adnabyddus am ei gwaith ymgyrchu ar nifer o faterion yn cynnwys 
safonau gofal yn y GIG, datblygu rhyngwladol, ac ar ran Cwrdiaid 
Gogledd Irac. Cynrychiolir y diddordebau 
amrywiol hyn yn yr archifau sylweddol 
a roddwyd gan Ann Clwyd i Lyfrgell 
Genedlaethol Cymru yn 2015.

Roedd pwnc y ddarlith yn fater arall 
sydd hefyd yn agos at galon Ann Clwyd; 
y diwydiant glo. Yn y ddarlith trafododd 
yr ymgyrchu dros iawndal i gyn löwyr, 
trasiedi Aberfan, Streic y Glowyr 1984-5, yr 
ymgyrch i achub Glofa’r Tŵr yn Hirwaun, a’r 
ymgyrch i gael ymchwiliad i’r digwyddiadau 
yn Orgreave ym Mehefin 1984.

Roedd Y Drwm yn llawn ar gyfer y ddarlith, 
ac atebodd Ann Clwyd gwestiynau a 
arweiniodd at drafodaeth ddiddorol gyda’r 
gynulleidfa. Mae copi o’r ddarlith bellach 
ar gael ar dudalennau’r Archif Wleidyddol 
Gymreig ar wefan y Llyfrgell Genedlaethol. 

Newyddion o’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig
News from the Welsh Political Archive

2016 Committee meeting
Following feedback from members of the 
Welsh Political Archive Advisory Committee, 
the annual meeting of the Welsh Political 
Archive Advisory Committee was held in the 
Senedd in Cardiff in September, instead of in 
Aberystwyth in November as is usually the 
case. 

The committee received a report on 
acquisitions and the activities of the Welsh 
Political Archive over the previous year 
including the exhibition Chwyldro/Revolution 
which has held in the Pierhead in Cardiff during 
September. The meeting also noted that two 
members are now members of the National 

Assembly for Wales, with Lee Waters elected as Labour AM for 
Llanelli, and David Melding re-elected as Conservative AM for South 
Wales Central.

It was agreed to offer advice to Assembly Members and their staff 
about the records they create with the aim of raising awareness 
of the importance of their archives and sharing good practice. The 
committee also discussed the records of political groups within the 
Assembly and the challenges posed by born digital records. The 
records of the National Assembly and the Welsh Government were 
also discussed and progress on these is detailed elsewhere in the 
newsletter.

The meeting was followed by a tour of the exhibition Chwyldro/
Revolution.

2016 Welsh Political Archive Annual Lecture
The 2016 Welsh Political Archive Annual Lecture was delivered 
by long serving Labour MP for Cynon Valley, and well known 
campaigner, the Rt. Hon Ann Clwyd MP.

Ann Clwyd worked as a journalist, and served as an MEP before 
being elected to Parliament to represent Cynon Valley in 1984. 
She has held a various roles in the Shadow Cabinet but is also well 
known for her campaigning work on a number of issues including 

care standards in the NHS, international 
development, and on behalf of the Kurds of 
northern Iraq. These varied interested are 
represented in the substantial archive which Ann 
Clwyd donated to the National Library of Wales 
in 2015.

The subject of the lecture was another issue 
close to Ann Clwyd’s heart; the mining industry. 
In the lecture she discussed issue around the 
campaign for compensation for former miners, 
the Aberfan tragedy, the Miners’ Strike in 
1984-5, the campaign to save Tower Colliery in 
Hirwaun and the campaign for an inquiry into the 
events at Orgreave in June 1984.

The Drwm was full for the lecture, and Ann 
Clwyd kindly answered questions leading to an 
interesting discussion following the lecture. The 
text of the lecture is now available to view on 
the Welsh Political Archive pages on the National 
Library’s website. 

Aberystwyth University and National Library of 
Wales collaborate on study of radicalism in Wales
The collaborative project Spaces of Radicalism with Aberystwyth 
University was launched in December and its purpose is to study the 
politics of radical organizations in Wales. The study will examine the 
different approaches taken by three nationalist organisations - the 
Free Wales Army, Meibion Glyndŵr and Cymdeithas yr Iaith Gymraeg 
(The Welsh Language Society). The aim is to look at civil participation 
on society’s fringes and analyse why certain forms of citizen 
engagement are viewed as being more socially acceptable than others.

The university has received funding for a PhD student to explore the 
Library’s collections and potentially to contribute to an exhibition and 
online resource based on the research. During the launch there was 
considerable interest in the project and the Welsh Political Archive 
contributed to news items on Radio Wales, Radio Cymru and S4C.

Holocaust Memorial Day
To mark Holocaust Memorial Day in January, we published an item 
on the Library’s blog to reflect the role played by the people of Wales 
and drawing attention to some of the collections reflecting first-hand 
experiences of the Nazi genocide. Amongst the Lord Elwyn-Jones 
Papers are files relating to the Nuremberg Trials, during which he 
served as junior British Counsel, and the details in the harrowing 
reports on the concentration camps are a stark reminder of the 
horrors endured. The Welsh journalist Wynford Vaughan-Thomas, 
was one of the first to tell the world of the horrors of Belsen during 
a broadcast from the camp. Whilst notes for a lecture in the yn yr 
Eryl Hall Williams Papers and a letter from the nurse A. Edith Jones 
provide first-hand accounts of their experiences as relief or aid 
workers in the Belsen concentration camp. Preserving these items 
keep the past alive and the facts vivid, making sure that the events 
do not fade into a distant memory until they are finally forgotten.

New Resources on the Welsh Political Archive 
web pages
The Welsh Political Archive pages on the National Library of Wales’ 
website have been refreshed to give more information about the 
collections and how to use them. In addition to the pages containing 
the transcripts of past lectures and issues of the annual newsletter, 
there are now thematic pages, guiding users to collections which may 
be of interest. There are also dedicated pages for material related to 
David Lloyd George, Lord Davies of Llandinam and Gareth Vaughan 
Jones which include links to digitised items in the collections.
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Wicithon yr Etholiad
Ar y cyd â Wicipediwr Preswyl y Llyfrgell, cynhaliodd yr Archif 
Wleidyddol Gymreig Olyg-a-thon Wicipedia ar 21 Mehefin. Nod y 
digwyddiad oedd diweddaru’r tudalennau gwleidyddol ar Wicipedia 
yn Gymraeg a Saesneg yn dilyn yr Etholiad Cyffredinol a gynhaliwyd 
yn gynharach yn y mis. Mewn tair awr crëwyd 20 tudalen newydd, 
yn bennaf ar gyfer Aelodau Seneddol newydd, ac ychwanegwyd neu 
gywirwyd y cynnwys mewn 25 erthygl arall.

Darlith: Cenhadaeth i’r Cremlin
Ar 21 Mehefin 2017, traddodwyd darlith awr ginio gan Keith Bush, 
Athro Anrhydeddus y Gyfraith a Throseddeg Prifysgol Abertawe 
ar yrfa Joe Davies, brodor o Wisconsin ond â’i wreiddiau yng 
Ngheredigion ac Ynys Môn. Davies oedd Llysgennad yr UD i’r Undeb 
Sofietaidd rhwng 1936 a 1938 a chwaraeodd ran bwysig i lywio 
barn gyhoeddus yn America tuag at yr Undeb Sofietaidd yn ystod yr 
Ail Ryfel Byd. Yn ystod y rhyfel, aeth i Fosco i drefnu cyfarfod rhwng 
Roosevelt a Stalin ac roedd yn bresennol yng Nghynhadledd Potsdam 
fel cynghorydd i’r Arlywydd Harry S. Truman.

Arddangosfa Chwyldro/Revoltion
Yn ystod Medi 2016, cynhaliwyd arddangosfa Chwyldro/Revolution 
yn adeilad y Pierhead ym Mae Caerdydd. Roedd yr arddangosfa’n 
brosiect ar y cyd rhwng yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig a Chanolfan 
Uwchefrydiau Cymreig a Cheltaidd Prifysgol Cymru. Roedd yn edrych 
ar effaith y Chwyldro Ffrengig ar Gymru a datblygiad gwleidyddiaeth 
radical yng Nghymru yn ystod 
y 19eg a’r 20fed ganrif. Roedd 
yr arddangosfa’n seiliedig 
ar ymchwil a wnaed gan y 
Ganolfan Uwchefrydiau Cymreig 
a Cheltaidd a chasgliadau yn 
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru, 
ac fe’i hagorwyd gan Lywydd 
Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru, 
Elin Jones AC.

Election Wikithon
In collaboration with the Library’s Wikipedian in Residence, the Welsh 
Political Archive held a Wikipedia Edit-a-thon on June 21st. The 
aim of the event was to update political pages on Wikipedia in both 
English and Welsh following the General Election held earlier in the 
month. In the course of 3 hours 20 new pages were created, mainly 
for new Members of Parliament, and content was added or corrected 
in 25 other articles.

Lecture: Cenhadaeth i’r Cremlin
On 21st June 2017, Keith Bush, Honorary Professor of Law and 
Criminology gave a lunchtime lecture on the career of Joe Davies, a 
native of Wisconsin but with roots in Ceredigion and Anglesey. Davies 
was the US Ambassador to the Soviet Union between 1936 and 
1938 and played a significant role in shaping American public opinion 
towards the Soviet Union during the Second World War. During 
the war he undertook a mission to Moscow to arrange a meeting 
between Roosevelt and Stalin and attended to Potsdam Conference 
as an advisor to President Harry S. Truman.

Exhibition Chwyldro/Revoltion
During September 2016, the Chwyldro/Revolution exhibition was 
held in the Pierhead in Cardiff Bay. The exhibition was a collaboration 
between the Welsh Political Archive and the University of Wales 
Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies followed explored 
the impact of the French Revolution on Wales and the development 

of radical politics in Wales 
throughout the 19th and 20th 
centuries. The exhibition drew on 
research carried out by the Centre 
for Advanced Welsh and Celtic 
Studies and collections held at the 
National Library of Wales, and was 
opened by the Presiding Officer of 
the National Assembly for Wales, 
Elin Jones AM.

Centenary of the Bolshevik Revolution 
With help from the National Library of Wales, the University of Wales 
Trinity St David’s Faculty of Humanities and Performing Arts will be 
organising a programme of events at UWTSD’s Lampeter campus to 
mark the centenary of the Russian Revolution in October, under the 
general title ‘Lenin’s Back on Sale.’

Our close links with the Welsh Political Archive and its staff have 
helped us to source some interesting materials more widely from the 
NLW for this series of commemorative events. When the new terms 
starts at the end of September, we plan a couple of exhibitions on 
campus. One will showcase Russian revolutionary poster art and the 
other, with valuable assistance from the Cymru1914 project – itself 
a collaboration between NLW, Welsh university libraries and local 
government record offices in Wales – featuring full-size Cambria 
Daily Leader front pages from 1917, showing how the unfolding 
events in Russia were reported in Wales at the time. The exhibition is 
designed to show how news from Russia sat alongside war reporting 
and contemporary local events.

A programme of special lectures will be introduced on 23 October 
by Gregor Benton, Emeritus Professor from the School of History, 
Archaeology and Religion at Cardiff University, speaking on 
Bolshevism and Maoism in the Age of Revolution: Interaction, 
Correspondence and Divergence. 

On 25 October, regular lectures will give way to a special series of 
talks and presentations by Lampeter campus staff on a range of 
topics related to the Russian Revolution and its legacy. Other cultural 
events are planned.

Andy Bevan: andy.bevan@uwtsd.ac.uk

100 Years Since David Lloyd George Became  
Prime Minister
December 6th 2016 marked 100 years since David Lloyd George 
was appointed Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and Ireland. 
The Welsh Political Archive was delighted to attend the History of 
Parliament Trust lecture, given at Portcullis House by Lord Morgan 
to mark the occasion, and which finished 100 years to the minute of 
Lloyd George’s appointment. 

To mark the centenary, we have included a new page on archival 
material related to David Lloyd George’s life and career held at the 
National Library of Wales on our website, which also includes links 
to material from the collections which has been digitised. This is 
the first time that all this material has been brought together in one 
place.

The purchase of a substantial body of material from the archive 
of Frances Stevenson led to sparked interest in Lloyd George and 
Frances Stevenson from the media, with an item broadcast on Dei 
Tomos’ show on BBC Radio Cymru in July 2017 exploring what the 
archives tell us about Frances’ career and the relationship between 
Lloyd George and Jennifer Longford.
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Canmlwyddiant Chwyldro’r Bolsieficiaid  
Gyda chymorth Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru, bydd Cyfadran 
Dyniaethau a Chelfyddydau Perfformio Prifysgol y Drindod Dewi 
Sant, yn trefnu rhaglen digwyddiadau ar gampws Llanbedr i ddynodi 
canmlwyddiant y Chwyldro yn Rwsia ym mis Hydref, o dan y teitl 
cyffredinol ‘Lenin’s Back on Sale.’

Mae ein cysylltiadau agos gyda’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig a’i 
staff wedi bod o gymorth i ni gael gafael ar ddeunyddiau diddorol 
ehangach gan LlGC ar gyfer y gyfres hon o ddigwyddiadau coffáu. 
Pan fydd y tymor newydd yn dechrau ddiwedd Medi, rydym 
yn bwriadu cynnal dwy arddangosfa ar y campws. Bydd un yn 
arddangos gwaith celf posteri yn ystod y chwyldro yn Rwsia a bydd 
y llall, gyda chymorth gwerthfawr o brosiect Cymru1914 – sydd 
yn brosiect ar y cyd rhwng LlGC, llyfrgelloedd prifysgol Cymru ac 
archifdai llywodraeth leol – yn cynnwys tudalennau blaen maint 
llawn y Cambria Daily Leader o 1917, gan ddangos sut cafodd y 
digwyddiadau a ddatblygodd yn Rwsia eu hadrodd yng Nghymru 
ar y pryd. Pwrpas yr arddangosfa yw dangos sut oedd newyddion 
o Rwsia’n cael eu hadrodd o’i gymharu â newyddion am y rhyfel a 
digwyddiadau lleol cyfoes.

Cyflwynir rhaglen o ddarlithoedd arbennig ar 23 Hydref gan Gregor 
Benton, Athro Emeritws o’r Ysgol Hanes, Archaeoleg a Chrefydd ym 
Mhrifysgol Caerdydd, yn lle bydd yn trafod Bolsieficiaeth a Maoaeth 
yng Nghyfnod y Chwyldro: Rhyngweithio, Gohebiaeth a Gwahaniaeth 
Barn.

Ar 25 Hydref, yn lle darlithoedd arferol, bydd cyfres arbennig o 
sgyrsiau a chyflwyniadau gan staff campws Llanbedr ar nifer o 
bynciau’n gysylltiedig â’r Chwyldro yn Rwsia a’i etifeddiaeth a 
bwriedir cynnal digwyddiadau diwylliannol eraill.

Andy Bevan: andy.bevan@uwtsd.ac.uk

100 Mlynedd Ers i David Lloyd George Ddod yn 
Brif Weinidog
Ar 6 Rhagfyr 2016 dathlwyd canmlwyddiant David Lloyd George yn 
cael ei benodi’n Brif Weinidog y Deyrnas Unedig ac Iwerddon. Roedd 
yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn falch iawn o fod yn bresennol yn 
narlith Ymddiriedolaeth Hanes y Senedd, a draddodwyd yn Nhŷ 
Portcullis gan yr Arglwydd Morgan i nodi’r achlysur, ac a ddaeth i ben 
100 mlynedd i’r funud y penodwyd Lloyd George. 

I ddynodi’r canmlwyddiant, rydym wedi cynnwys tudalen newydd ar 
y deunydd archifol ar fywyd a gyrfa David Lloyd George a gedwir yn 
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru ar ein gwefan, Mae hefyd yn cynnwys 
dolenni cyswllt i ddeunyddiau o’r casgliadau sydd wedi’u digido. Hwn 
yw’r tro cyntaf i’r holl ddeunydd hwn gael ei gyflwyno ynghyd mewn 
un lle.

Prynwyd corff sylweddol o ddeunydd o archif Frances Stevenson a 
sbardunodd hyn ddiddordeb ymysg y cyfryngau yn Lloyd George a 
Frances Stevenson. Cafodd eitem ei chynnwys ar raglen Dei Tomos 
ar BBC Radio Cymru ym mis Gorffennaf 2017 yn edrych ar yr hyn a 
ddywed yr archifau wrthym am yrfa Frances a’r berthynas rhwng 
Lloyd George a Jennifer Longford.



Golwg ar Aneurin Bevan
Spotlight on Aneurin Bevan

Aneurin Bevan was a brilliant statesman. Amongst leading 
twentieth-century politicians who never held the office 
of Prime Minister, Bevan was the greatest, with an 
achievement that eclipsed those of some who held the 

highest office in the land. His National Health Service improved the 
lives of millions of people, and set an example across the world. 
Speaking at a party rally in Manchester on 4 July 1948, the day 
before the National Health Service came into being, he captured 
the meaning of the moment: “The eyes of the world are turning to 
Great Britain. We now have the moral leadership of the world…” 
Households across the country received a leaflet that contained the 
simple but life-changing sentence: “it will relieve your money worries 
in time of illness.” 

Bevan’s vision of the National Health Service was that it should 
be universal, free at the point of delivery, with care based on need, 
rather than wealth. The scale of his achievement is such that 
any major UK political party in the modern day seeking to openly 
contest those principles would find itself in trouble at the ballot box. 
Yet Bevan’s healthcare system was about far more than political 
calculation. Its purpose was to improve the health of individuals to 
enable them to live fulfilled lives. Bevan saw the guarantee of free 
healthcare as enabling people to flourish in a way that, previously, 
many could not. 

The final chapter of his book In Place of Fear, published in April 
1952, entitled “Democratic Socialism,” put the case for his political 
credo. He began by quoting the final line of his fellow Welshman 
Dylan Thomas’ famous poem, “A refusal to mourn the death, by fire, 
of a child in London”: “After the first death, there is no other.” He 
explained: “The poet here explains the uniqueness of the individual 
personality… Numbers can increase the social consequences of 
disaster, but the frontiers of understanding are reached when our 
spirit fully identifies itself with the awful loneliness and finality 
of personal grief.” Bevan’s view was a simple one: “Not even the 
apparently enlightened principle of the “greatest good for the 
greatest number” can excuse indifference to individual suffering. 
There is no test for progress other than its impact on the individual.” 
He was inspired by the Uruguayan philosopher Jose Enrique Rodo, 
with his emphasis on individual fulfilment. 

Bevan never lost his belief that socialism represented the best 
method to achieve this improvement in people’s lives. He advocated 
a strong measure of public ownership, but not a Communist 
elimination of the private sector. Indeed, Communism had always 
been weaker in the eastern valleys of the South Wales coalfield 
than, say, in the Rhondda. Bevan’s politics was one of empathy and 
realism: 
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Golwg ar Aneurin Bevan
Spotlight on Aneurin Bevan

Yn yr ethygl hon, y gyntaf mewn cyfres ar unigolion, 
sefydliadau a mudiadau mewn gwleidyddiaeth 
Gymreig mae Nicklaus Thomas-Symonds, AS 
Torfaen, cofiannydd Aneurin Bevan a Llefarydd yr 
Wrthblaid ar ddiogelwch, Cyfreithiwr Cyffredinol yr 
Wrthblaid yn edrych ar un o gewri y Mudiad Llafur.

In this the first of a series of articles on individuals, 
organsiations and movements in Welsh politics, 
Nicklaus Thomas-Symonds, MP for Torfaen, 
biographer of Aneurin Bevan and Shadow Minister 
for Security and Shadow Solicitor General looks at 
one of the giants of the Labour movement.

Roedd Aneurin Bevan yn wladweinydd arbennig. O blith 
gwleidyddion yr ugeinfed ganrif na fu’n Brif Weinidog, Bevan 
oedd y mwyaf, a llwyddodd i gyflawni mwy nag ambell un 
a gyrhaeddodd y swyddi uchaf yn y deyrnas. Newidiodd 

ei Wasanaeth Iechyd Gwladol fywydau miliynau o bobl, gan osod 
esiampl ar draws y byd. Wrth siarad mewn rali i’r Blaid Lafur ym 
Manceinion ar y 4ydd o Orffennaf, 1948, ddiwrnod cyn sefydlu’r 
Gwasanaeth Iechyd Gwladol, crisialodd arwyddocâd y digwyddiad: 
“Mae llygaid y byd yn edrych ar Brydain Fawr. Gennym ni nawr mae 
arweinyddiaeth foesol y byd…” Derbyniodd cartrefi ar draws y wlad 
daflen yn cynnwys y frawddeg syml a fyddai’n newid bywydau: 
“mi fydd yn eich rhyddhau o bryderon ariannol yn ystod cyfnod 
gwaeledd.”

Gweledigaeth Bevan i’r Gwasanaeth Iechyd Gwladol oedd y dylai 
fod yn wasanaeth rhad ac am ddim i bawb, gyda gofal wedi’i seilio 
ar angen yn hytrach na chyfoeth. Cymaint oedd ei gamp fel y byddai 
unrhyw blaid wleidyddol fawr yn y DU yn y cyfnod modern a feiddiai 
herio yn agored yr egwyddorion hynny yn cael eu hunain mewn 
dyfroedd dyfnion yn y blwch pleidleisio. Er hyn, roedd system ofal 
iechyd Bevan yn llawer mwy na safiad gwleidyddol cyfrwys. Ei 
phwrpas oedd gwella iechyd unigolion i’w galluogi i fyw bywydau 
cyflawn. Yn ôl Bevan byddai’r sicrwydd o gael gofal iechyd yn rhad ac 
am ddim yn galluogi pobl i ffynnu mewn modd nad oedd yn bosibl i 
lawer cyn hyn.

Mae pennod olaf ei lyfr In Place of Fear, a gyhoeddwyd yn Ebrill 
1952, sy’n dwyn y teitl “Democratic Socilalism,” yn datgan ei gredo 
gwleidyddol. Mae’n dechrau trwy ddyfynnu llinell olaf cerdd enwog ei 
gyd Gymro, Dylan Thomas, “A refusal to mourn the death, by fire, of 
a child in London”: “After the first death, there is no other.” Eglurodd: 
“The poet here explains the uniqueness of the individual personality… 
Numbers can increase the social consequences of disaster, but the 
frontiers of understanding are reached when our spirit fully identifies 
itself with the awful loneliness and finality of personal grief.” Roedd 
agwedd Bevan yn syml: “Not even the apparently enlightened 
principle of the “greatest good for the greatest number” can excuse 
indifference to individual suffering. There is no test for progress other 
than its impact on the individual.” Ysbrydolwyd ef gan yr athronydd 
Jose Enrique Rodo o Wrwgwái, a’i bwyslais ar gyflawniad yr unigolyn.

Chollodd Bevan mo’i gred mai sosialaeth oedd y dull gorau o 
gyflawni’r gwelliant hwn ym mywydau pobl. Dadleuai dros elfen 
gref o berchnogaeth gyhoeddus, ond ni fynnai ddileu’r sector preifat 
yn unol â meddylfryd Gomiwynyddol. Yn wir, bu Comiwnyddiaeth 
wastad yn wannach yng nghymoedd dwyreiniol meysydd glo De 
Cymru nag yn Y Rhondda dyweder. Empathi a realaeth oedd yn sail i 
weledigaeth Bevan:

“The philosophy of Democratic Socialism is essentially cool in temper. It sees society in 
its context with nature and is conscious of the limitations imposed by physical conditions. 
It sees the individual in his context with society and is therefore compassionate and 
tolerant. Because it knows that all political action must be a choice between a number  
of possible alternatives it eschews all absolute prescriptions and final decisions.” 

Casgliad Geoff Charles
Geoff Charles Collection



Back in Tredegar in the 1920s, Bevan became deeply angry about 
the conditions around him. Returning from his studies in London, he 
was unemployed, and never forgot its impact on him. He loathed the 
“Means Test” of the 1930s and campaigned vigorously against it: for 
him, the investigation of the wider family finances of an unemployed 
person was demeaning and a great injustice. When his father died 
in his arms of pneumoconiosis in 1925, the Bevan family received 
no money as the disease was not one of those that entitled them to 
money under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. Bevan saw friends 
emigrate to find work, and was fortified in his view that poverty was 
not the fault of the individual, but a product of the inefficient use and 
distribution of resources in society, which had to change. He also saw 
the effectiveness of collective action around him, from the libraries 
to the Tredegar Medical Aid Society, which provided healthcare in 
exchange for subscriptions: the model the creator of the National 
Health Service had in his mind once in government. 

Appointed Minister of Health and Housing in Clement Attlee’s 
post-war Labour Government, and then later Minister of Labour, 
Bevan proved highly effective in using power to achieve his aims. He 
certainly benefited from luck in 1945. After all, as a constant critic 
of the wartime coalition, not least on civil liberties grounds, Clement 
Attlee, as Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s deputy from 1942, 
could have taken against him, but did not, and sought to bring out his 
creative best. This he certainly did: Bevan very quickly demonstrated 
his abilities in government. In late 1945 Herbert Morrison, the 
Lord President of the Council, sought to persuade the Cabinet that 
hospitals should be run by local authorities. After all, as Leader of the 
London County Council in the 1930s, Morrison had provided effective 
health provision across the capital. Bevan saw him off by successfully 
persuading Cabinet colleagues, and, crucially, Attlee, that nationalised 
hospitals were crucial to high quality service provision across the 
board and kept responsibility for health provision on the shoulders of 
the national government of the day. 

Bevan also persuaded a reluctant medical profession to co-operate 
with his new Health Service, ensuring that it would not begin in 
chaos. Attlee left the negotiations to Bevan, refusing to intervene 
to tell the British Medical Association that any refusal to co-operate 
with the new National Health Service would be unconstitutional. By 
the same token, the doctors themselves could not go over Bevan’s 
head to the Prime Minister. Central to the doctor’s concerns was that 
they did not wish to be full-time salaried civil servants of the state. 
Bevan’s concession to allow some private work to continue did the 
trick. The British Medical Association held plebiscites in February 
and April 1948. Whilst there was never a majority in favour of the 
National Health Service, Bevan reduced the size of the opposition. 
For Bevan also knew that the National Health Service was popular: 
the doctors did not want to be seen as standing in the way of the 
public having access to comprehensive health care provision. Later, 
Bevan remembered that he “stuffed their mouths with gold” and 
finance was certainly a factor, but he deserves great credit for his 
pragmatism that ensured his success.
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As a young man, Bevan realised that to make changes in society he 
needed to exercise political power. The second paragraph of In Place 
of Fear sets out the central question he asked: “A young miner in a 
South Wales colliery, my concern was with the one practical question: 
where does power lie in this particular state of Great Britain, and how 
can it be attained by the workers?” The story about Bevan is that 
he spent his life searching for power. When out walking in Tredegar, 
Bevan’s father pointed to a member of the Urban District Council 
as a man with power. Bevan was then elected to the Urban District 
Council in 1922. There, he realised that power was actually with 
Monmouthshire County Council, to which he was then elected in 
1928. There he found power actually lay in Parliament, to which he 
was elected in 1929. There he found power was actually exercised by 
the government ministers. The defeat of the workers in the General 
Strike of 1926 cemented his belief in the political, rather than the 
industrial, route. 

These years are crucial to understanding Bevan. He was born on 
15 November 1897 in Tredegar, on the eastern side of the South 
Wales coalfield. His father David was a Baptist and his mother a 
Methodist; the young Aneurin was one of six children who survived 
into adulthood. He inherited his passion for books, and a lifelong 
love of the arts, from his father, who loved poetry and belonged to 
the Welsh cultural organisation Cymmrodorion. Having hated formal 
education, Bevan started at Ty-Trist Colliery at the age of 13, and 
was chairman of his miners’ lodge at 19. Though he did not enjoy it, 
he spent two years, from 1919-1921, at the Central Labour College, 
funded through the National Miners’ Union, an institution that was 
an exemplar for working-class education in this period. The Bevan 
family exemplified the political changes of the era: the Liberal Party 
was rooted in the chapels, which were soon competing with the 
trade union meeting as the most common place where workers 
came together. After the franchise was widened to all men and many 
women in 1918, the Labour Party came to dominate Welsh Valleys 
politics. 

Bevan was also a representative of the self-educated working-class 
of his time. He had great determination, striving to overcome a 
stammer that deeply affected him. He read widely and then recited 
on the hills above Tredegar. One of the tricks he learned was to 
use a non-obvious word in place of an obvious one which would 
cause problems for him; this he continued to do throughout his 
life. In his speech denouncing the Suez invasion in Trafalgar Square 
on 4 November 1956, he accused Prime Minister Anthony Eden’s 
Conservative Government of having “besmirched [not “sullied”] the 
name of Britain.” Furthermore, his mind became a treasure chest 
of references. Upon his resignation from the Attlee Government 
when charges were introduced for teeth and spectacles he cited 
Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: “The Health Service will be like 
Lavinia – all the limbs cut off and eventually her tongue cut out too.”

Yn ŵr ifanc, sylweddolodd Bevan bod angen grym gwleidyddol i 
sicrhau newidiadau mewn cymdeithas. Mae ail baragraff In Place 
of Fear yn cynnwys cwestiwn canolog: “A young miner in a South 
Wales colliery, my concern was with the one practical question: 
where does power lie in this particular state of Great Britain, and 
how can it be attained by the workers?” Treuliodd Bevan ei fywyd 
yn chwilio am rym. Wrth gerdded yn Nhredegar, pwyntiodd ei dad 
at aelod o’r Cyngor Dosbarth Trefol fel dyn â chanddo rym. Yn 1922 
etholwyd Bevan i’r Cyngor Dosbarth Trefol. Yno, sylweddolodd mai 
gan Gyngor Sir Fynwy oedd y grym mewn gwirionedd, ac yn 1928 
etholwyd ef i’r cyngor hwnnw. Yno darganfu mai gan Y Senedd yr 
oedd y grym mewn gwirionedd, ac yn 1929 cafodd ei ethol i’r Senedd. 
Yno gwelodd mai gweinidogion y llywodraeth oedd â’r grym mewn 
gwirionedd. Cadarnhaodd methiant Streic Gyffredinol 1926 ei gred yn 
y llwybr gwleidyddol yn hytrach na’r un diwydiannol.

Mae’r blynyddoedd hyn yn allweddol i ddeall Bevan. Ganed ef ar y 
15fed o Dachwedd 1897 yn Nhredegar, ar ochr ddwyreiniol maes glo 
De Cymru. Bedyddiwr oedd ei dad David a Methodist oedd ei fam; 
roedd yr Aneurin ifanc yn un o chwech o blant a oroesodd. Etifeddodd 
ei angerdd at lyfrau, a chariad gydol oes o’r celfyddydau, gan ei 
dad, a hoffai farddoniaeth ac a berthynai i sefydliad celfyddydol Y 
Cymrodorion. Roedd yn gas gan Bevan addysg ffurfiol, dechreuodd 
yng Nglofa Tŷ-Trist yn 13 oed ac erbyn ei fod yn 19 oed roedd yn 
gadeirydd cangen undeb y glowyr. Er na fwynhaodd hyn, treuliodd 
ddwy flynedd, o 1919 - 1921, yn y Coleg Llafur Canolog, yn cael 
ei ariannu gan Undeb Cenedlaethol y Glowyr, sefydliad a oedd yn 
batrwm i addysg y dosbarth gweithiol yn y cyfnod. Roedd teulu 
Bevan yn enghraifft o newidiadau gwleidyddol y cyfnod: roedd 
gwreiddiau’r Blaid Ryddfrydol yn y capeli, a oedd yn cystadlu â 
chyfarfodydd yr undebau llafur fel y mannau mwyaf cyffredin i’r 
gweithwyr ddod at ei gilydd. Yn dilyn ehangu’r etholfraint i bob dyn 
a llawer o ferched yn 1918, roedd Blaid Lafur yn amlwg iawn yng 
ngwleidyddiaeth y Cymoedd Cymreig.

Cynrychiolai Bevan hefyd ddosbarth gweithiol hunan addysgedig 
ei gyfnod. Roedd yn benderfynol iawn, a cheisiodd oresgyn atal 
dweud a gawsai effaith ddwys arno. Darllenai’n eang gan adrodd ar 
y bryniau uwchben Tredegar. Un tric a ddysgodd oedd defnyddio gair 
yn lle’r un amlwg a fyddai wedi achosi problemau iddo: parhaodd i 
wneud hyn gydol ei oes. Yn ei araith yn condemnio goresgyniad Suez 
yn Sgwâr Trafalgar ar 4 Tachwedd 1956, cyhuddodd Lywodraeth 
Geidwadol Anthony Eden o “besmirched” [not “sullied”] the name of 
Britain.” Hefyd, daeth ei feddwl yn drysor o gyfeiriadaeth. Ar achlysur 
ei ymddiswyddiad o Lywodraeth Attlee pan gyflwynwyd mesur i 
godi pris am ddannedd a sbectols dyfynnodd o Titus Andronicus, 
Shakespeare: “The Health Service will be like Lavinia – all the limbs 
cut off and eventually her tongue cut out too.”

Yn ôl yn Nhredegar yn y 1920au daeth Bevan yn flin iawn oherwydd 
yr amgylchiadau o’i gwmpas. Ar ôl dychwelyd o’i astudiaethau yn 
Llundain, roedd yn ddi-waith, ac anghofiodd o fyth effaith hyn arno. 
Ffieiddiai at “Brawf Modd” y 1930au ac ymgyrchodd yn egnïol 
yn ei erbyn: yn ei olwg ef, roedd ymchwilio i gyllid teulu ehangach 
unigolyn diwaith yn israddol ac yn anghyfiawnder mawr. Pan fu 
farw ei dad yn ei freichiau o glefyd y llwch yn 1925, ni dderbyniodd 
teulu Bevan unrhyw arian gan nad oedd y clefyd yn gymwys i gael 
iawndal o dan Ddeddf Iawndal Gweithwyr. Gwelodd Bevan gyfeillion 
yn allfudo i chwilio am waith, ac atgyfnerthodd hyn ei farn nad 
bai’r unigolyn oedd tlodi, ond yn hytrach cynnyrch dosbarthiad a 
defnydd aneffeithiol o adnoddau mewn cymdeithas. Roedd yn rhaid 
newid hyn. Gwelodd hefyd effeithiolrwydd gweithredu ar y cyd, o 
lyfrgelloedd i Gymdeithas Cymorth Meddygol Tredegar, a ddarparai 
ofal iechyd yn gyfnewid am danysgrifiadau: y model oedd ym 
meddwl sylfaenydd y Gwasanaeth Iechyd Gwladol unwaith y byddai 
mewn llywodraeth.

Penodwyd Bevan yn Weinidog Iechyd a Thai yn Llywodraeth Lafur 
Clement Attlee ar ôl y rhyfel, ac yna’n Weinidog Llafur, a dangosodd 
ei fod yn defnyddio grym yn effeithiol iawn i gyflawni ei amcanion. 
Yn bendant, mi wnaeth elwa o lwc yn 1945. Wedi’r cyfan, fel beirniad 
cyson o’r glymblaid yn ystod y rhyfel, yn enwedig ar sail rhyddid sifil, 
gallai Clement Attlee, dirprwy Winston Churchill o 1942, fod wedi 
cymryd yn ei erbyn, ond wnaeth o ddim, gan geisio cael y gorau 
yn greadigol ohono. Gwnaeth hyn heb os: dangosodd Bevan ei 
allu mewn llywodraeth yn gyflym iawn. Ar ddiwedd 1945 ceisiodd 
Herbert Morrison, Arglwydd Lywydd y Cyngor, berswadio’r Cabinet 
y dylai ysbytai gael eu rheoli gan awdurdodau lleol. Wedi’r cyfan, 
fel Arweinydd Cyngor Llundain yn y 1930au, roedd Morrison wedi 
sicrhau darpariaeth iechyd effeithiol ar draws y brifddinas. Llwyddodd 
Bevan i berswadio cyd weithwyr yn y cabinet, ac, yn allweddol, Attlee, 
fod ysbytai wedi’u gwladoli yn hanfodol i wasanaeth a darpariaeth o 
safon uchel drwyddi draw a chadwyd cyfrifoldeb am y ddarpariaeth 
iechyd ar ysgwyddau llywodraeth genedlaethol y dydd.

Hefyd perswadiodd Bevan y proffesiwn meddygol, a oedd yn 
amharod i gydweithio â’i Wasanaeth Iechyd newydd, gan sicrhau 
na fyddai’r gwasaneth dechrau mewn anhrefn. Gadawodd Attlee’r 
trafodaethau i Bevan, gan wrthod ymyrryd i ddweud wrth y 
Gymdeithas Feddygol Brydeinig y byddai gwrthod cydweithio â’r 
Gwasanaeth Iechyd Gwladol newydd yn anghyfansoddiadol. Yn yr 
un modd, ni allai’r meddygon fynd heibio Bevan at y Prif Weinidog. 
Pryder pennaf y meddygon oedd na ddymunent fod yn weision 
sifil cyflogedig llawn amser i’r wladwriaeth. Llwyddodd consesiwn 
Bevan i ganiatáu iddynt wneud rhyw gymaint o waith preifat i 
dawelu’r dyfroedd. Cynhaliodd y Gymdeithas Feddygol Brydeinig 
bleidlais genedlaethol yn Chwefror ac Ebrill 1948. Er nad oedd erioed 
fwyafrif o blaid y Gwasanaeth Iechyd Gwladol, lleihaodd Bevan faint 
y gwrthwynebiad. Gwyddai Bevan hefyd bod y Gwasanaeth Iechyd 
Gwladol yn boblogaidd: nid oedd y meddygon yn dymuno cael eu 
gweld yn rhwysto’r cyhoedd rhag cael mynediad at ddarpariaeth 
gofal iechyd gynhwysfawr. Yn ddiweddarach cofiodd Bevan iddo 
“stuffed their mouths with gold” a bod cyllid yn bendant yn ffactor, 
ond haedda ganmoliaeth fawr am ei bragmatiaeth a sicrhaodd ei 
lwyddiant.
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He also thought it practically impossible that such an amount of 
money would be spent over a few years, on which point he was 
proved right. He said in his resignation speech: “I say therefore with 
the full solemnity and the seriousness of what I am saying that the 
£4,700 million arms programme is already dead.” Hugh Gaitskell, as 
Chancellor, pressed on with the charges saving only a tiny amount of 
money: “He has taken £13 million out of the Budget total of £4,000 
million,” Bevan told the Commons. 

There lay the political significance. Gaitskell had managed to drive 
Bevan out of the Government and, in doing so, made it very difficult 
for Bevan to ever win the leadership of the party. In this period, 
the leader was chosen only by Members of Parliament. Party 
membership soared to over 1 million in 1952, Bevanites topped 
the poll for the constituency section of the National Executive 
Committee (those members voted for by local party members) at 
the party conference that year, and Bevanite “Brains Trusts” panels 
went around the local Labour parties. With the 1981 electoral college 
giving members a one-third say in the leadership, or Ed Miliband’s 
one-person-one-vote system introduced in 2014, which reduced the 
additional power of Members of Parliament to nominations, Bevan 
would have stood a far better chance. As it was, Gaitskell became the 
“insider” candidate, with Bevan very much as the “outsider”. 

Once Gaitskell won the leadership on Attlee’s retirement in 1955, 
Bevan knew an accommodation with him was essential if Labour 
was to unite and win power again. The climax of this period in his 
career was at the party conference in Brighton in 1957. During the 
conference he upset many of his friends on the left, particularly 
Michael Foot, by declaring himself against unilateral nuclear 
disarmament: “If you carry this resolution and follow out all its 
implications and do not run away from it you will send a British 
Foreign Secretary, whoever he was, naked into the conference 
chamber.” He drove on in typical style: “What you are saying is that 
a British Foreign Secretary gets up in the United Nations, without 
consultation – mark this; this is a responsible attitude! – without 
telling any members of the Commonwealth – without consultation at 
all. And you call that statesmanship? I call it an emotional spasm.” 

Less than three years later, with Labour having clocked up yet 
another General Election defeat in 1959, Bevan was dead, having 
succumbed to stomach cancer, and the tributes poured in. In Tribune, 
Michael Foot called him “unique”. Bevan will always be remembered 
for what he achieved, and the brilliance of his oratory. His career 
stands out in the nation’s politics as an exemplar for what can be 
achieved to improve the lives of others through parliamentary 
socialism.
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There has been far more debate over Bevan’s record on housing. 
Given the physical state of Britain in 1945 after the years of war 
and aerial bombing, and with those serving in the Forces returning 
home to build new lives, demand for housing was enormous. The 
Attlee Government Cabinet Papers show that, between April 1945, 
just before Bevan took office and March 1948, the annual rate was 
132,000 houses built, double that of the three years after World War 
One. Yet Labour suffered at the polls for not doing enough: Harold 
Macmillan won his reputation by reaching a level of building of over 
300,000 annually in Churchill’s peacetime government in the early 
1950s. In his memoirs, Hugh Dalton, who took over responsibility 
for house-building from Bevan, called him a “tremendous Tory” 
when it came to requirements for properties: Bevan had insisted 
on there being two lavatories in three-bedroomed Council houses, 
which was slowing progress. Bevan’s wife Jennie Lee, in her book, 
My Life With Nye, responded: “Did he [Dalton] not know that with 
father coming home from work and the children coming home from 
school, how much it helped mother if they did not always have 
to climb upstairs, father maybe with work-soiled clothes and the 
children with muddy boots?” Bevan faced two major problems: the 
shortage of raw materials after the war, particularly timber, and 
the necessity of directing labour to exports after the currency crisis 
of 1947, to turn around the balance of payments, which inevitably 
impacted on the domestic housing programme. Working within these 
constraints, Bevan deserves more credit than he is often given. As 
with healthcare provision, he was strong and decisive as a Minister. 

It was Bevan’s understanding of the nature of power that made 
him such a reluctant Bevanite in the early 1950s. Post-resignation, 
left-wing Members of Parliament gravitated around him, with the 
old Keep Left group incorporated into what became known as the 
Bevanites. They were talented people, and had a regular outlet for 
their views through the newspaper Tribune: Bevan’s great friend 
Michael Foot, Jennie Lee and J. P. W. Mallalieu made up the editorial 
board. Harold Wilson, who resigned from Government with Bevan, 
went on to become party leader in 1963 and Prime Minister for 
two periods; Foot also became party leader from 1980-83. Richard 
Crossman and Barbara Castle served in Wilson Cabinets and Jennie 
Lee became Arts minister. 

Policy differences with the party leadership centred on foreign 
affairs, specifically the response to the increasingly aggressive and 
ideological American policy towards Communism after the Korean 
War broke out in 1950. Bevan had previously seen Britain’s closeness 
to America as necessary, and he approved of Marshall Aid to rebuild 
post-war Western Europe. Indeed, whilst the introduction of charges 
within the health service had triggered Bevan’s resignation from the 
Attlee government, it was the vastly increased defence spending the 
Government was planning, under pressure from the US, which made 
the charges necessary. Bevan was opposed to this rearmament 
programme on principle: he thought world politics had to move away 
from its division into two “blocs” around the US and the Soviet Union. 

Mae llawer mwy o ddadlau wedi bod dros record Bevan ar dai. O 
ystyried cyflwr y wlad yn 1945 yn dilyn blynyddoedd o ryfel a bomio 
o’r awyr, gyda’r rhai fu’n gwasanaethu yn y lluoedd yn dychwelyd 
adref i adeiladu bywydau newydd, roedd y galw am dai yn enfawr. 
Dengys Papurau Llywodraeth Cabinet Attlee, rhwng Ebrill 1945, 
ychydig cyn i Bevan gymryd ei swydd, a Mawrth 1948, fod 132,000 o 
dai yn cael eu hadeiladu’n flynyddol, dwbl y nifer yn y tair blynedd yn 
dilyn y Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf. Er hyn dioddefodd Llafur yn yr etholiadau 
am beidio â gwneud digon: enillodd Harold Macmillan ei enw da drwy 
adeiladu dros 300,000 yn flynyddol yn llywodraeth Churchill yn y 
1950au cynnar. Yn ei hunangofiant, mae Hugh Dalton, a gymerodd 
y cyfrifoldeb am adeiladu tai oddi ar Bevan, yn ei alw yn “Dori mawr” 
o safbwynt gofynion tai: roedd Bevan yn mynnu bod dau doiled 
mewn tŷ Cyngor tair llofft, ac roedd hynny’n arafu’r gwaith datblygu. 
Ymatebodd Jennie Lee, gwraig Bevan, yn ei llyfr, My Life With Nye, 
drwy ddweud: “Did he [Dalton] not know that with father coming 
home from work and the children coming home from school, how 
much it helped mother if they did not always have to climb upstairs, 
father maybe with work-soiled clothes and the children with muddy 
boots?” Wynebai Bevan ddwy brif broblem: prinder deunyddiau 
crai yn dilyn y rhyfel, coed yn benodol, a’r angen i gyfeirio llafur i 
allforion wedi argyfwng ariannol 1947, i gydbwyso’r gyllideb, a oedd 
yn effeithio’n anochel ar y rhaglen dai domestig. O ystyried ei fod 
yn gweithio o fewn y cyfyngiadau hyn, mae Bevan yn haeddu mwy 
o glod nag a roddir iddo’n aml. Fel gyda’r ddarpariaeth gofal iechyd, 
roedd yn Weinidog cryf a phendant.

Dealltwriaeth Bevan o natur grym a’i gwnaeth yn gymaint o 
“Bevanite” anfoddog yn y 1950au cynnar. Yn dilyn ei ymddiswyddiad, 
denwyd Aelodau Seneddol adain chwith ato, a daeth yr hen grŵp 
Keep Left i gael eu hadnabod fel y Bevanites. Roeddent yn bobl 
dalentog a’u safbwyntiau’n cael eu lleisio’n gyson ym mhapur 
newydd y Tribune: aelodau’r bwrdd golygyddol oedd cyfaill mawr 
Bevan Michael Foot, Jennie Lee a J.P.W. Mallalieu. Daeth Harold 
Wilson, a ymddiswyddodd o’r Llywodraeth gyda Bevan, yn arweinydd 
y blaid yn 1963, ac yn Brif Weinidog am ddau gyfnod; daeth Foot 
hefyd yn arweinydd y blaid o 1980 - 83. Gwasanaethodd Richard 
Crossman a Barbara Castle yn nau Gabinet Wilson a daeth Jennie Lee 
yn Weinidog dros y Celfyddydau.

Roedd gwahaniaethau polisi ag arweinyddiaeth y blaid yn canoli ar 
faterion tramor, yn benodol yr ymateb i bolisi cynyddol ymosodol ac 
ideolegol America tuag at Gomiwnyddiaeth yn dilyn dechrau Rhyfel 
Corea yn 1950. Cyn hyn credai Bevan fod cysylltiad agos rhwng 
Prydain ac America’n angenrheidiol, a chymeradwyodd Gymorth 
Marshall er mwyn ail adeiladu Gorllewin Ewrop yn dilyn y rhyfel. 
Yn wir, tra mai codi pris o fewn y gwasanaeth iechyd a sbardunodd 
Bevan i ymddiswyddo o lywodraeth Attlee, cynlluniau’r llywodraeth i 
wario’n gynyddol ar amddiffyn, dan bwysau’r UDA, wnaeth y taliadau 
yn angenrheidiol. Gwrthwynebai Bevan y rhaglen ailarfogi o ran 
egwyddor: credai y dylai gwleidyddiaeth y byd symud oddi wrth y 
rhaniad i ddau “floc” o gwmpas yr UDA a’r Undeb Sofietaidd. 

Credai hefyd ei bod yn ymarferol amhosibl y byddai cymaint o arian 
yn cael ei wario dros ychydig flynyddoedd, ac ar y pwynt hwnnw, 
fe’i profwyd yn gywir. Yn ei araith ymddiswyddo dywed: “Dywedaf 
felly yn gwbl ddifrifol fod y rhaglen arfau o £4,700 miliwn yn farw’n 
barod”. Parhaodd Hugh Gaitskell, y Canghellor, i godi prisiau gan arbed 
ond ychydig iawn o arian: “Mae o wedi cymryd £13 miliwn o’r Gyllideb 
gyflawn o £4,000 miliwn,” dywedodd Bevan wrth y Tŷ Cyffredin.

Beth oedd yr arwyddocâd gwleidyddol? Roedd Gaitskell wedi llwyddo 
i yrru Bevan o’r Llywodraeth a, thrwy hynny, ei gwneud yn anodd 
iawn i Bevan ennill arweinyddiaeth y blaid fyth eto. Yn y cyfnod hwn, 
dewisid yr arweinydd gan yr Aelodau Seneddol yn unig. Cynyddodd 
aelodaeth y blaid i dros 1 miliwn yn 1952, daeth y Bevanites i’r 
brig yn y etholiadau yn adran yr etholaethau yn y Pwyllgor Gwaith 
Cenedlaethol (pleidleisiwyd i’r aelodau hynny gan aelodau lleol y 
blaid) yn y gynhadledd wleidyddol y flwyddyn honno, ac aeth paneli 
o’r Bevanite “Brains Trusts” o amgylch y blaid Lafur yn lleol. A choleg 
etholiadol 1981 yn rhoi traean o’r dylanwad dros ddewis arweinydd 
i’r aelodaeth, neu system un person un bleidlais Ed Miliband a 
gyflwynwyd yn 2014, a leihaodd bwerau ychwanegol yr Aelodau 
Seneddol i enwebiadau, byddai Bevan wedi bod â llawer gwell cyfle. 
Fel y digwyddodd pethau, daeth Gaitskell yn ymgeisydd ar y “tu 
mewn”, a Bevan yn ymgeisydd “anhebygol”.

Unwaith yr enillodd Gaitskell yr arweinyddiaeth ar ôl ymddeoliad 
Attlee yn 1955, gwyddai Bevan fod cydweithio ag ef yn angenrheidiol 
os oedd Llafur am uno ac ennill grym eto. Uchafbwynt y cyfnod 
hwn yn ei yrfa oedd cynhadledd y blaid yn Brighton yn 1957. Yn 
ystod y gynhadledd, siomodd nifer o’i gyfeillion ar y chwith, Michael 
Foot yn arbennig, drwy ddatgan ei fod yn erbyn diarfogi niwclear 
unochrog: “Os pasir y penderfyniad a chyflawni ei holl oblygiadau 
a pheidio â rhedeg oddi wrtho byddwch yn anfon Ysgrifennydd 
Tramor Prydain, pwy bynnag oedd o, yn noeth i siambr y pwyllgor.” 
Parhaodd yn ei ddull nodweddiadol: “Yr hyn rydych yn ei ddweud yw 
bod Ysgrifennydd Tramor Prydain yn codi yn y Cenhedloedd Unedig, 
heb ymgynghori - nodwch hyn: mae hon yn agwedd gyfrifol! - heb 
ddweud wrth yr un o aelodau’r Gymanwlad - heb ymgynghori o gwbl. 
Ac rydych yn galw hyn yn wladweiniaeth? Rydw i’n ei alw yn bwl o 
emosiwn.”

Lai na thair blynedd yn ddiweddarach, a Llafur wedi colli Etholiad 
Cyffredinol eto fyth yn 1959, bu farw Bevan, o ganser ar y stumog, 
a llifodd y teyrngedau. Yn Tribune, galwodd Michael Foot ef yn 
ŵr “unigryw”. Cofir Bevan am byth am yr hyn gyflawnodd, ac am 
ddisgleirdeb ei areithiau. Mae ei yrfa yn enghraifft nodedig yng 
ngwleidyddiaeth y genedl fel patrwm o’r hyn y gellir ei gyflawni i 
wella bywydau eraill drwy sosialaeth seneddol.

Golwg ar Aneurin Bevan
Spotlight on Aneurin Bevan

Golwg ar Aneurin Bevan
Spotlight on Aneurin Bevan
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Newyddion o Lyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru
News from the National Library of Wales

National Assembly for Wales Archives
In April 2017 the National Library of Wales and the National 
Assembly for Wales Commission announced a partnership 
agreement with the aim of securing the long-term preservation of 
the Assembly’s archives. The initial stage saw the development of an 
archive strategy for the Assembly and will be followed by the transfer 
of the Assembly’s historic records to the National Library. These 
records include legislation, committee reports, Welsh Government 
statements and the Record of Proceedings in both hard copy and 
electronic format.

Opening the Archive: creating a National 
Broadcast Archive for Wales
A ground-breaking £9million project to create a National Broadcast 
Archive for Wales is a significant step closer following confirmation 
of National Lottery support which could be worth nearly £5 million. 
The National Library of Wales and BBC Wales are now developing 
ambitious plans to provide public access to the BBC Wales archive at 
four digital heritage hubs to be located at Aberystwyth, Wrexham, 
Carmarthen and Cardiff. In addition, a thousand programme clips will 
be available online for individual and community use.

The archive has about 160,000 recordings which date back to the 
1930s and forms an invaluable chronicle of the life of the nation 
encompassing the Second World War, the Aberfan disaster, the 1984 
miners’ strike and the battles over devolution. Thanks to National 
Lottery players this important asset will also show how the BBC 
entertained as well as informed the public with sport, music, drama 
and comedy, providing a stage to talents and projects as varied as 
Grand Slam and Fo a Fe, Shirley Bassey, Meic Stevens, Saunders 
Lewis and Gwyn Thomas.

NLW @ Cardiff
The Library, in collaboration with Cardiff University, has secured 
space in the University Library, which offers access to tens of 
thousands of legal deposit items from the National Library, including 
e-books and e-journals. This is an exciting development not only 
for the Library but for the people of Cardiff and its environs who can 
access freely and easily a wealth of material which is currently only 
available in our reading rooms in Aberystwyth.

New Resources Online
The Cynefin project has been completed and you can search the 
project’s output on the new online platform, Places of Wales, (places.
library.wales). The tithe maps of Wales is the first collection to be 
made available on the platform. During the project, 1,330 volunteers 
contributed 27,391 hours to ensure that 1224 tithe maps and their 
related documents were transcribed and combined to create a 
unified and geo-referenced tithe map of Wales.

The new Welsh Journals website (journals.library.wales) was 
launched in April. The website collates material digitised by the Welsh 
Journals Online project (funded by JISC) and the Welsh Newspapers 
and Journals Online project, funded by the Welsh Government and 
European Regional Funding. It is our largest research resources to 
date, giving free access to over 1.2 million pages from over 450 
Welsh Journal titles.

Archifau Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru
Yn Ebrill 2017 cyhoeddodd Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru a 
Chomisiwn Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru gytundeb partneriaeth 
gyda’r nod o ddiogelu archifau’r Cynulliad yn y tymor hir. Y cam 
cyntaf oedd datblygu strategaeth archifol ar gyfer y Cynulliad cyn 
gwneud trefniadau i drosglwyddo cofnodion hanesyddol y Cynulliad 
i’r Llyfrgell Genedlaethol. Mae’r cofnodion hynny’n cynnwys 
deddfwriaeth, adroddiadau pwyllgorau, datganiadau Llywodraeth 
Cymru a’r Trafodion ar ffurf copi caled ac electronig.

Agor yr Archif: sefydlu Archif Ddarlledu 
Genedlaethol i Gymru
Mae prosiect arloesol gwerth £9miliwn i sefydlu Archif Ddarlledu 
Genedlaethol i Gymru gam sylweddol yn nes diolch i gefnogaeth y 
Loteri Genedlaethol allai fod gwerth bron i £5 miliwn. Nawr, mae 
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru a BBC Cymru yn datblygu cynlluniau 
uchelgeisiol i ddarparu mynediad cyhoeddus i archif BBC Cymru 
mewn pedair canolfan treftadaeth ddigidol a leolir yn Aberystwyth, 
Wrecsam, Caerfyrddin a Chaerdydd. Yn ogystal, bydd mil o glipiau 
rhaglenni ar gael ar-lein ar gyfer defnydd unigolion a chymunedau.

Mae’r archif sy’n cynnwys tua 160,000 o eitemau sy’n dyddio nôl i’r 
1930au, ac yn gronicl amhrisiadwy o fywyd cenedl sy’n cyfannu’r Ail 
Ryfel Byd, trychineb Aberfan, streic y glowyr yn 1984 a’r brwydrau 
dros ddatganoli. Diolch i chwaraewyr y Loteri Genedlaethol bydd yr 
adnodd hwn yn dangos sut i’r BBC ddiddanu yn ogystal â hysbysu’r 
cyhoedd, gyda chwaraeon, cerddoriaeth, drama a chomedi yn 
ganolog i’r casgliad gan roi llwyfan i dalentau a phrosiectau mor 
amrywiol â Grand Slam a Fo a Fe, Shirley Bassey, Meic Stevens, 
Saunders Lewis a Gwyn Thomas.

LLGC @ Caerdydd
Mae’r Llyfrgell, trwy gydweithio gyda Phrifysgol Caerdydd, wedi 
sicrhau gofod o fewn Llyfrgell y Brifysgol, sydd yn cynnig mynediad i 
ddegau o filoedd o eitemau adnau cyfreithiol y Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
gan gynnwys e-lyfrau ac e-gylchgronau. Mae hwn yn ddatblygiad 
cyffrous nid yn unig i’r Llyfrgell ond i bobl Caerdydd a’r cyffiniau 
fydd yn medru cael mynediad rhwydd, rhad ac am ddim i gyfoeth o 
ddeunydd sydd ar hyn o bryd ond ar gael yn ein hystafelloedd darllen 
yn Aberystwyth.

Adnoddau Newydd Ar-lein
Mae prosiect Cynefin wedi ei gwblhau, a gellir ymchwilio allbwn y 
prosiect ar y platfform newydd Lleoedd Cymru (lleoedd.llyfrgell.cymru. 
Mapiau Degwm Cymru yw’r casgliad cyntaf i’w ychwanegu i’r wefan. 
Yn ystod cyfnod y prosiect, cyfrannodd 1,330 o wirfoddolwyr 27,391 
o oriau i sicrhau fod 1224 o fapiau degwm yn cael eu trawsgrifio a’u 
cyfuno i greu un map o Gymru sydd wedi’i geo-gyfeirio.

Ym mis Ebrill 2017, lansiwyd gwefan newydd Cylchgronau Cymru 
(cylchgronau.llyfrgell.cymru). Mae’r wefan yn cyfuno deunydd a 
gafodd ei ddigido gan brosiect Cylchgronau Cymru Ar-lein a ariannwyd 
gan Jisc, a’r Prosiect Papurau Newydd a Chylchgronau Hanesyddol a 
ariannwyd gan Lywodraeth Cymru a’r Gronfa Datblygu Rhanbarthol 
Ewropeaidd. Dyma ein hadnodd ymchwil mwyaf hyd yn hyn, sy’n rhoi 
mynediad digidol yn rhad ac am ddim i dros 1.2 miliwn o dudalennau o 
dros 450 o gylchgronau Cymreig.

Digwyddiadau Arfaethedig
Upcoming Events

Dydd Gwener 3 Tachwedd  5.30pm
Darlith Flynyddol yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig
Yr Athro Teresa Rees DBE FAcSS FLSW

Mae Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru yn dyst i’r 
wybodaeth a’r syniadau a gasglwyd gan ysgolheigion, 
awduron creadigol ac artistiaid a gynhyrchwyd dros 
flynyddoedd lawer. Ond pwy sy’n llunio’r wybodaeth 
sy’n werthfawr i ni? Pwy sy’n penderfynu ynghylch 
yr hyn yr ydyn ni’n ei bennu’n ‘rhagorol’, ac ar ba sail? 
Archwilia’r ddarlith hon wrywdod a benyweidd-dra 
yn y cysyniad o ‘ragoriaeth’ yn ein gweithgareddau 
deallusol. I ba raddau y mae rhyw yn cael sylw 
teilwng yn natblygiad biowyddoniaeth a meddygaeth, 
wrth ddylunio mewn peirianneg ac wrth gynllunio 
gwasanaethau cyhoeddus? Wrth i Lywodraeth Cymru 
fuddsoddi mewn gwyddoniaeth a gwyddonwyr i 
sicrhau bod Cymru’n wlad ddoeth sy’n seiliedig ar 
economi gwybodaeth, dyma’r union amser i edrych ar 
ryw, pŵer a gwybodaeth yn yr Academi Gymreig.

Mynediad am ddim trwy docyn
01970 632 548
digwyddiadau.llyfrgell.cymru  

‘Tirlun’ gan Gwilym Prichard [ca. 1994-1995] (h) (c) Claudia Williams

Dydd Mercher 4 Hydref 1.15pm

Beth Sy’n Newydd?  
Derbynion Diweddar
Staff y Llyfrgell sy’n datgelu rhai o’r 
trysorau diweddaraf i gyrraedd ein 
casgliadau. 
Mynediad am ddim trwy docyn
01970 632 548
digwyddiadau.llyfrgell.cymru

Wednesday 4 October 1.15pm

What’s New?  
Recent Accessions
Library Staff reveal some of the latest 
treasures to join our collections. 
Free admission by ticket		  	
01970 632 548 
events.library.wales

Friday 3 November  5.30pm
Welsh Political Archive Annual Lecture
Professor Teresa Rees DBE FAcSS FLSW 

The National Library of Wales is a testament to 
the collected knowledge and ideas of scholars, 
creative writers and artists produced over many 
years. But who constructs the knowledge we 
value? Who makes the decisions about what we 
deem to be ‘excellent’, and on what basis? This 
lecture explores the ‘gendering’ of the concept of 
‘excellence’ in our intellectual activities. To what 
extent are sex and gender properly addressed 
in the development of bioscience and medicine, 
of design in engineering and in the planning of 
public services? As the Welsh Government invests 
in science and scientists to make Wales a smart 
country based on a knowledge economy, it is 
timely to examine gender, power and knowledge in 
the Welsh Academy.

Free admission by ticket	 			 
01970 632 548 
events.library.wales 

Gender, Power and Knowledge  
in the Welsh Academy 
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Cyhoeddir Cylchlythyr yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig unwaith y 
flwyddyn i dynnu sylw at gasgliadau newydd a gwaith yr archif 
ac mae’n cael ei ddosbarthu i newyddiadurwyr, haneswyr, 
academyddion, gwleidyddion ac eraill sydd â diddordeb yn hanes  
a gwleidyddiaeth Cymru. Os hoffech dderbyn copi, rhowch wybod  
i ni drwy’r manylion cyswllt uchod.

Mae ôl-rifynnau o’r cylchlythyr ar gael ar dudalennau’r Archif 
Wleidyddol Gymreig ar wefan Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru.
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