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Am Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig
About The Welsh Political Archive

The Welsh Political Archive was set up in 1983 to co-ordinate 
the collection of documentary evidence of all kinds about 
politics in Wales. It collects the records and papers of political 
parties, politicians, quasi-political organisations, campaigns 

and pressure groups; leaflets, pamphlets and other printed 
ephemera; posters and photographs; websites and tapes of radio 
and television programmes. Its work is not restricted to a specific 
department within the Library.

In accordance with The National Library of Wales’ Collection 
Development Policy, The Welsh Political Archive collects the personal 
papers of politicians who have played an important role in the life 
of the nation and individuals with a high profile for campaigning on 
national or international issues.

We collect:

•	� the papers of Members of Parliament, Assembly Members, 
Members of the European Parliament and Lords if they have for 
example held positions such as Secretary of State, party leader, 
minister, senior committee chair. We do not usually collect the 
papers of other elected members or constituency papers

•	� the national archives of political parties (e.g. Labour Party Wales 
Archives) but we no longer collect the regional or branch papers of 
political parties (e.g. Records of Abergavenny Labour Party)

•	� archives of national pressure groups and groups which campaign 
on national issues

•	� election ephemera from all constituencies in Wales for national 
elections and referenda including elections for Police and Crime 
Commissioners. We do not collect material related to elections to 
local authorities.

Derbyniadau newydd
New acquisitions

Sefydlwyd Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn 1983 i gydlynu’r 
gwaith o gasglu tystiolaeth ddogfennol o bob math am 
wleidyddiaeth Cymru. Cesglir cofysgrifau a phapurau pleidiau 
gwleidyddol, gwleidyddion, mudiadau lled-wleidyddol, 

ymgyrchoedd a charfanau pwyso; taflenni, pamffledi ac effemera 
printiedig eraill; posteri a ffotograffau; gwefannau a thapiau 
rhaglenni radio a theledu. Ni chyfyngir ei gweithgareddau i un adran o 
fewn y Llyfrgell. 

Yn unol â Pholisi Datblygu Casgliadau Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru, 
mae’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn casglu papurau personol 
gwleidyddion sydd wedi chwarae rhan bwysig ym mywyd y genedl ac 
unigolion sydd â phroffil uchel oherwydd gwaith ymgyrchu ar faterion 
cenedlaethol neu ryngwladol.

Rydym yn casglu: 

•	� papurau Aelodau Seneddol, Aelodau Cynulliad, Aelodau Senedd 
Ewrop ac Arglwyddi os ydynt, er enghraifft wedi gwasanaethu 
fel Ysgrifennydd Gwladol, arweinydd plaid wleidyddol, gweinidog, 
cadeirydd pwyllgor blaenllaw. Nid ydym fel arfer yn casglu papurau 
aelodau etholedig eraill na phapurau etholaethol

•	� archifau cenedlaethol pleidiau gwleidyddol (e.e. Archifau Plaid 
Lafur Cymru) ond nid ydym bellach yn casglu archifau canghennau 
a rhanbarthau pleidiau gwleidyddol (e.e. Cofnodion Plaid Lafur y 
Fenni)

•	� archifau carfannau pwyso cenedlaethol, a grwpiau sy’n ymgyrchu 
ar faterion gwleidyddol o bwys cenedlaethol

•	� effemera etholiadol o bob etholaeth yng Nghymru ar gyfer 
etholiadau a refferenda cenedlaethol gan gynnwys etholiadau 
Comisiynwyr yr Heddlu a Throseddu. Nid ydym yn casglu deunydd 
yn ymwneud ag awdurdodau lleol.
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Mae’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig wedi llwyddo 
i dderbyn nifer o archifau newydd yn ystod y 
flwyddyn ddiwethaf.

Papurau Arglwydd Thomas o Wydir
Rydym yn falch iawn o dderbyn papurau’r Barwn Thomas o Wydir, 
sef y gwleidydd Ceidwadol cyntaf i wasanaethu fel Ysgrifennydd 
Gwladol Cymru (1970-1974) a’r Cymro cyntaf i fod yn Gadeirydd y 
Blaid Geidwadol (1970-1972). Fe’u cyflwynwyd hwy fel rhodd gan 
ei ferch ym Mehefin 2018. Mae’r casgliad hwn o lythyrau, papurau 
ac effemera Peter Thomas yn adlewyrchu ei yrfa wleidyddol, gan 
gynnwys ei gyfnod fel Aelod Seneddol dros Gonwy, 1951-1966 
a’i yrfa fel bargyfreithiwr. Wedi’u cynnwys hefyd mae ffotograffau 
a recordiad o’i Anerchiad Llywyddol yn Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
Caernarfon yn Awst 1959. O ganlyniad i’r derbyniad hwn, mae’r Archif 
Wleidyddol Gymreig nawr yn cynnwys papurau chwe Ysgrifennydd 
Gwladol cyntaf Cymru.

The Welsh Political Archive has been successful 
in acquiring a number of new archives during the 
past year.

Lord Thomas of Gwydir Papers
We were pleased to receive the papers of Baron Thomas of Gwydir, 
the first Conservative politician to serve as Secretary of State for 
Wales (1970-1974) and the first Welshman to become Chairman 
of the Conservative Party (1970-1972). They were donated by 
his daughter in June 2018. This collection of letters, papers and 
ephemera reflect the political career of Peter Thomas, including his 
time as a Member of Parliament for Conwy, 1951-1966 and his 
career as a barrister. Also included are photographs and a recording 
of his Presidential Address at the Caernarfon National Eisteddfod 
in August 1959. As a result of this accession, The Welsh Political 
Archive now hold papers of the first six Secretaries of State for 
Wales.

Ffotograff o Peter Thomas QC, AS, yn dilyn ei benodiad i’r Swyddfa Gymreig yn 1970
Trwyddedwyd o dan Drwydded Llywodraeth Agored v3.0
Photograph of Peter Thomas QC, MP, following his appointment to the Welsh Office in 1970
Licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0



Ychwanegiadau newydd
New additions

The additions received during the past year included 
(in order of receipt):
Addition to David Lewis Jones (Lloyd George Appeal) Papers
Additional papers collected by David Lewis Jones was donated in 
October 2017 (further to the original donation he made in April 2017) 
comprising financial documents relating to the David Lloyd George 
Statue Appeal Trust.

Addition to Cefn Croes Action Group Papers
Further papers reflecting sixteen years of campaigning material for 
the anti-wind turbine developments on Welsh uplands movement 
(originally Cefn Croes wind farm), but extended across Wales, then 
England and Scotland.

Addition to Ivan Monckton Papers
A second tranche of papers from Mr Ivan Monckton was received in 
2017. The donation in November comprised of 17 boxes of additional 
material to the one that was made five months earlier of political and 
trades union papers. Both additions in 2017 supplement the original 
donations made between 1993 and 1995.

Portrait of The Rt Hon. the Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd by 
David Griffiths, 2017
The oil on canvas portrait of Lord Thomas as the Lord Chief Justice 
of England and Wales was purchased by the Library earlier this year. 
He was appointed in 2013 and retired in October 2017. He was 
called to the Bar in 1969 and became a Queen’s Counsel in 1984. He 
was appointed an Assistant Recorder in 1984, a Recorder in 1987 
and a High Court judge in 1996. His other senior judicial leadership 
roles include Presiding Judge of the Wales and Chester circuit, Senior 
Presiding Judge for England and Wales and President of the Queen’s 
Bench Division. He is the Chair of the Commission on Justice in Wales 
and Chancellor of Aberystwyth University.

Addition to Welsh Political Ephemera Collection
Following the untimely death of Carl Sargeant AM, a by-election in 
the Alyn and Deeside constituency was held on 6 February 2018, and 
once again, election material was collected by the local electorate 
and donated to the Welsh Political Ephemera Collection.

Addition to Cofnodion Biwro Ewropeaidd yr Ieithoedd Llai / 
European Bureau for Lesser Used Languages Records
A donation was received from Mr Allan Wynne Jones, former member 
and Director of the United Kingdom Committee of the European 
Bureau for Lesser Used Languages, including additional papers of 
the Bureau, together with papers collected by the donor relating to 
Menter a Busnes, and the committee to save Y Faner among others.

Additions to Archif Plaid Cymru
Two additions to the Plaid Cymru archive were received during the 
year. One by Meleri Mair, including scripts of Plaid Cymru political 
broadcasts for the 1989 European election and video tapes; the 
other by Wil Roberts, comprising one large box of materials relating 
to Plaid Cymru during the 1960s and 1970s, including letters, 
pamphlets, leaflets, posters and campaigning materials.

Addition to Ioan Bellin (Broadcasting) Papers
Two files of additional papers, 1998-2001, including scripts for the 
programme ‘Sharp End’, and for HTV News.
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Ymhlith ychwanegiadau a dderbyniwyd yn ystod y 
flwyddyn ddiwethaf (yn nhrefn eu derbyn) yr oedd:
Ychwanegiad at David Lewis Jones (Lloyd George Appeal) 
Papers
Cyflwynwyd papurau ychwanegol a gasglwyd gan David Lewis Jones 
fel rhodd yn Hydref 2017 (yn ychwanegol at y rhodd wreiddiol a 
wnaeth yn Ebrill 2017), ac maent yn cynnwys dogfennau ariannol yn 
ymwneud ag Ymddiriedolaeth Apêl Cerflun David Lloyd George.

Ychwanegiad at Cefn Croes Action Group Papers
Papurau ychwanegol yn adlewyrchu un mlynedd ar bymtheg o 
ddeunydd y mudiad ymgyrchu yn erbyn datblygu tyrbinau gwynt 
ar ucheldir Cymru (fferm wynt Cefn Croes yn wreiddiol) ond a 
ymestynnwyd ar draws Cymru, ac yna i Loegr a’r Alban.

Ychwanegiad at Ivan Monckton Papers
Derbyniwyd ail gyfran o bapurau gan Mr Ivan Monckton yn 2017. 
Roedd y rhodd ym mis Tachwedd yn cynnwys 17 blwch o ddeunydd 
yn ychwanegol at y rhodd a wnaed bum mis yn gynharach o bapurau 
gwleidyddol a phapurau undebau llafur. Roedd y ddau ychwanegiad 
yn 2017 yn ategu’r rhoddion gwreiddiol a wnaed rhwng 1993 a 1995.

Portread o’r Gwir Anrhydeddus yr Arglwydd Thomas o 
Gwmgïedd gan David Griffiths, 2017
Prynwyd y portread olew ar gynfas o’r Arglwydd Thomas fel yr 
Arglwydd Brif Ustus Cymru a Lloegr gan y Llyfrgell yn gynharach 
eleni. Fe’i penodwyd yn 2013 ac ymddeolodd ym mis Hydref 2017. 
Cafodd ei alw i’r Bar yn 1969 a daeth yn Gwnsler y Frenhines yn 
1984. Penodwyd ef yn Gofiadur Cynorthwyol yn 1984, yn Gofiadur 
yn 1987 ac yn farnwr yr Uchel Lys yn 1996. Mae wedi cyflawni 
nifer o uwch-swyddogaethau barnwrol eraill, gan gynnwys Barnwr 
Llywyddol cylchdaith Cymru a Chaer, Uwch-farnwr Llywyddol Cymru 
a Lloegr a Llywydd Isadran Mainc y Frenhines. Ef yw Cadeirydd 
y Comisiwn ar Gyfiawnder yng Nghymru a Changhellor Prifysgol 
Aberystwyth. 

Ychwanegiad at Welsh Political Ephemera Collection
Yn dilyn marwolaeth annhymig Carl Sargeant AC, cynhaliwyd is-
etholiad yn etholaeth Alun a Glannau Dyfrdwy ar 6 Chwefror 2018, 
ac unwaith eto, casglwyd deunydd etholiadol gan yr etholwyr lleol a’u 
cyflwyno i gasgliad effemera gwleidyddol Cymreig.

Ychwanegiad at Gofnodion Biwro Ewropeaidd yr Ieithoedd 
Llai / European Bureau for Lesser Used Languages Records
Derbyniwyd rhodd gan Mr Allan Wynne Jones a fu’n aelod ac yn 
Gyfarwyddwr ar Bwyllgor y Deyrnas Unedig o Biwro Ewropeaidd 
yr Ieithoedd Llai, yn cynnwys papurau ychwanegol y Biwro, ynghyd 
â phapurau a gasglwyd gan y rhoddwr yn ymwneud â Menter a 
Busnes, a phwyllgor Achub Y Faner ymhlith eraill.

Ychwanegiadau at Archif Plaid Cymru
Derbyniwyd dau ychwanegiad at archif Plaid Cymru yn ystod y 
flwyddyn. Un trwy rodd Meleri Mair, yn cynnwys sgriptiau darllediadau 
gwleidyddol Plaid Cymru ar gyfer etholiad Ewropeaidd 1989 a thapiau 
fideo; a’r llall trwy Wil Roberts, sef un blwch mawr o ddeunydd 
yn ymwneud â Phlaid Cymru yn ystod y 1960au a’r 1970au, gan 
gynnwys llythyrau, llyfrynnau, taflenni, posteri a deunydd ymgyrchu.

Ychwanegiad at Ioan Bellin (Broadcasting) Papers
Dwy ffeil o bapurau ychwanegol, 1998-2001, yn cynnwys sgriptiau’r 
rhaglen ‘Sharp End’, ac ar gyfer Newyddion HTV.

Derbyniadau newydd
New acquisitions

Sir Raymond Powell MP Papers
The papers of Sir Ray Powell, the Labour Member of Parliament 
for Ogmore from 1979 until his death in December 2001 were 
presented as a donation in May 2018. The material comprises of 
papers reflecting his political career, including his campaign opposing 
to Sunday trading and his close involvement with the creation of 
Portcullis House as chairman of the Parliamentary New Building 
Committee from 1987-1997, which includes correspondence with 
MPs requesting Parliamentary offices. 

Leighton Andrews Papers
A donation of four boxes of the papers of Leighton Andrews, 
the former Labour Assembly Member for Rhondda and Welsh 
Government Minister was made in January 2018. They include 
material relating to his time in the National Assembly for 
Wales; material relating to his early career, including at the BBC; 
correspondence with various public figures, including Lord Scarman 
and many within the Labour Party; and material relating to the ‘Yes 
for Wales’ campaign in favour of devolution in 1997. Also included 
are printed material and CDs and tapes of various recordings.

Papurau Syr Raymond Powell AS
Cyflwynwyd papurau Syr Ray Powell, Aelod Seneddol Llafur dros 
Ogwr o 1979 hyd at ei farw yn Rhagfyr 2001, fel rhodd ym Mai 
2018. Mae’r deunydd yn cynnwys papurau yn adlewyrchu ei yrfa 
wleidyddol, gan gynnwys ei ymgyrch yn erbyn masnachu ar y Sul 
a’i gysylltiad agos â chreu adeilad Portcullis House fel cadeirydd 
Pwyllgor ar yr Adeilad Seneddol Newydd rhwng 1987 a 1997, 
sy’n cynnwys gohebiaeth gydag Aelodau Seneddol yn gofyn am 
swyddfeydd. 

Papurau Leighton Andrews
Derbyniwyd pedwar blwch o bapurau Leighton Andrews, cyn Aelod 
Cynulliad Llafur y Rhondda a Gweinidog yn Llywodraeth Cymru, yn 
Ionawr 2018. Maent yn cynnwys deunydd yn ymwneud â’i gyfnod 
yng Nghynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru; deunydd yn ymwneud â’i yrfa 
gynnar, gan gynnwys yn y BBC; gohebiaeth gydag amryw o unigolion 
cyhoeddus, gan gynnwys yr Arglwydd Scarman a nifer o fewn y Blaid 
Lafur; a deunydd yn ymwneud â’r ymgyrch ‘Ie dros Gymru’ o blaid 
datganoli yn 1997. Ceir hefyd ddeunydd printiedig a recordiadau 
amrywiol ar gryno ddisg a thâp.
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Catalogio
Cataloguing

During the year, a number of collections were 
catalogued and made available on the Library’s 
online catalogue. The language of the title reflects 
the language of the catalogue.

•	 Lord Touhig Papers

•	� Addition to David Lewis Jones (Lloyd George 
Appeal) Papers

•	� Archif Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru / National 
Assembly for Wales Archive

•	 Addition to Labour Party Wales Archives

•	 Additions to Archif Plaid Cymru

•	 Additions to Welsh Political Ephemera Collection

•	 Addition to Frances Stevenson Family Papers

•	 Papurau T. Ifor Rees

•	 Bet Davies (WDA) Archive

•	� Addition to Cofnodion Biwro Ewropeaidd yr 
Ieithoedd Llai / European Bureau for Lesser 
Used Languages Records

Yn ystod y flwyddyn, catalogiwyd nifer o gasgliadau 
a gellir eu gweld ar gatalog ar-lein y Llyfrgell. Mae 
iaith y teitl yn adlewyrchu iaith y catalog.

•	 Lord Touhig Papers

•	� Ychwanegiad at David Lewis Jones (Lloyd George 
Appeal) Papers

•	� Archif Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru / National 
Assembly for Wales Archive

•	 Ychwanegiad at Labour Party Wales Archives

•	 Ychwanegiadau at Archif Plaid Cymru

•	� Ychwanegiadau at Welsh Political Ephemera 
Collection

•	� Ychwanegiad at Frances Stevenson Family 
Papers

•	 Papurau T. Ifor Rees

•	 Bet Davies (WDA) Archive

•	� Ychwanegiad at Gofnodion Biwro Ewropeaidd 
yr Ieithoedd Llai / European Bureau for Lesser 
Used Languages Records

Ychwanegiadau newydd
New additions

Toast to Chief Justice French [NLW ex 3008]
A donation by Mr Huw Williams of a copy of the text of a toast 
proposed by The Right Honourable Sir Malcolm Pill at a dinner, held 
on 15 September 2016, in honour of the Chief Justice of the High 
Court of Australia, The Honourable Robert French AC, during his visit 
to Wales.

Addition to Papurau Angharad Tomos
Additional bundle of letters, 1984, sent by Angharad Tomos from 
prison to her family, along with correspondence, 1980, regarding her 
father’s attempts in trying to get her a radio in prison.

Rhys Evans research papers [NLW ex 3010]
A collection of audio discs of interviews with politicians and leading 
figures recorded by Rhys Evans as he researched his biography of 
Gwynfor Evans, together with one box of papers relating to the 
establishment of S4C. Audio discs transferred to the National Screen 
and Sound Archive of Wales.

Additions to Cofnodion Ymgyrch Senedd i Gymru / 
Parliament for Wales Campaign Records
Additional material from Mr Alan Jobbins in May and August 
2018 relating to the Parliament for Wales Campaign, comprising 
financial records, pamphlets, newsletters, photographs and books; 
correspondence and administrative papers.

Addition to Papurau Plaid Cymru: Rhanbarth Ceredigion
Two additional files comprising the minutes of the Regional 
Committee, later the Constituency Committee, 1995-2005.

Addition to Papurau Dr Carl Clowes
Additional papers relating to the donor’s campaign as Plaid Cymru 
candidate in the Montgomery constituency at the 1979, 1983 and 
1987 general elections, and his work as Party Spokesperson on 
health issues.

Addition to John Morris Papers
One large box of photographs relating to the political career of The 
Lord Morris of Aberavon and one small box of papers relating to the 
founding of S4C, Garter Day order of services, and an address to the 
South West Wales Fabians at County Hall, Swansea, 2001.

Addition to Research on Wales TUC
Two boxes of additional material from Mr 
Joe England acquired when he wrote on the 
history of Wales TUC.

Service of Remembrance leaflet for 
David Lloyd George [NLW ex 3009]
A copy of the order of the Service of 
Remembrance of Earl Lloyd-George of Dwyfor 
held on the first anniversary of his death, 26 
March 1946.

The Society of Welsh Town and 
Community Councils conference report 
[part of NLW MS 24044D]
A copy of a comprehensive manuscript report, 
signed by R. E. Parry, following the tenth 
anniversary of Cymdeithas Bro a Thref Cymru 
(The Society of Welsh Town and Community 
Councils), held at the College of Librarianship, 
Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwyth, on 18 October 
1986.

Llwncdestun i’r Prif Ustus French [NLW ex 3008]
Rhodd gan Mr Huw Williams o gopi o destun y llwncdestun a 
gynigiwyd gan y Gwir Anrhydeddus Syr Malcolm Pill mewn cinio 
a gynhaliwyd ar 15 Medi 2016, i anrhydeddu Prif Ustus Uchel Lys 
Awstralia, sef yr Anrhydeddus Robert French, Cydymaith Urdd 
Awstralia (AC), yn ystod ei ymweliad â Chymru.

Ychwanegiad at Bapurau Angharad Tomos
Bwndel ychwanegol o lythyrau, 1984, a anfonwyd gan Angharad 
Tomos o’r carchar at ei theulu, ynghyd â gohebiaeth, 1980, ynglŷn ag 
ymdrechion ei thad i geisio cael radio iddi yn y carchar.

Papurau ymchwil Rhys Evans [NLW ex 3010]
Casgliad o ddisgiau sain o gyfweliadau gyda gwleidyddion a ffigurau 
blaenllaw a recordiwyd gan Rhys Evans wrth iddo ymchwilio ar gyfer 
cofiant i Gwynfor Evans, ynghyd ag un blwch o bapurau ynglŷn â 
sefydlu S4C. Trosglwyddwyd y disgiau sain i Archif Genedlaethol 
Sgrin a Sain Cymru.

Ychwanegiadau at Gofnodion Ymgyrch Senedd i Gymru / 
Parliament for Wales Campaign Records
Deunydd ychwanegol oddi wrth Mr Alan Jobbins ym Mai ac Awst 
2018 yn ymwneud ag Ymgyrch Senedd i Gymru, yn cynnwys 
cofnodion ariannol, pamffledi, cylchlythyrau, ffotograffau a llyfrau; 
gohebiaeth a phapurau gweinyddol.

Ychwanegiad at Bapurau Plaid Cymru: Rhanbarth Ceredigion
Dwy ffeil ychwanegol yn cynnwys cofnodion y Pwyllgor Rhanbarth, 
a’r Pwyllgor Etholaeth yn ddiweddarach, 1995-2005.

Ychwanegiad at Bapurau Dr Carl Clowes
Papurau ychwanegol yn ymwneud ag ymgyrch y rhoddwr fel 
ymgeisydd Plaid Cymru yn etholaeth Trefaldwyn adeg etholiadau 
cyffredinol 1979, 1983 a 1987, a’i waith fel Llefarydd y Blaid ar 
faterion iechyd.

Ychwanegiad at John Morris Papers
Un blwch mawr o ffotograffau yn ymwneud â gyrfa wleidyddol Yr 
Arglwydd Morris o Aberafan ac un blwch bach o bapurau’n ymwneud 
â sefydlu S4C, trefn gwasanaethau Diwrnod y Gardas, ac anerchiad i 
Ffabiaid De-orllewin Cymru yn Neuadd y Sir, Abertawe, 2001.

Ychwanegiad at Research on Wales TUC
Dau flwch o ddeunydd ychwanegol gan Mr 
Joe England a gasglwyd wrth iddo ysgrifennu 
hanes TUC Cymru.

Taflen Gwasanaeth Coffa David Lloyd 
George [NLW ex 3009]
Copi o drefn Gwasanaeth Coffa Iarll Lloyd-
George o Ddwyfor a gynhaliwyd ar ben-
blwydd cyntaf ei farwolaeth, 26 Mawrth 
1946.

Adroddiad cynhadledd Cymdeithas Bro 
a Thref Cymru [rhan o NLW MS 24044D]
Copi o adroddiad llawysgrif gynhwysfawr, 
wedi ei llofnodi gan R. E. Parry, yn dilyn 
degfed gynhadledd flynyddol Cymdeithas Bro 
a Thref Cymru, a gynhaliwyd yng Ngholeg y 
Llyfrgellwyr, Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwyth, 
ar 18 Hydref 1986.



Cyhoeddiadau Gwleidyddol a Radicalaidd
Fel rhan o brosiect ‘The Rise of Literacy’, bydd Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Cymru yn rhannu nifer o eitemau ychwanegol o’i chasgliadau ar 
Europeana, sef llwyfan ddiwylliannol ddigidol Ewropeaidd o fis 
Hydref 2018 ymlaen. Mae’r Llyfrgell, ynghyd â 12 sefydliad partner 
arall wedi bod yn cydweithio ar brosiect sy’n olrhain datblygiad 
llythrennedd yn Ewrop. Yn sgil y fenter, bydd modd i ddefnyddwyr 
gael mynediad i stôr eang o wrthrychau testunol, gyda llawer 
ohonynt i’w gweld am y tro cyntaf ar lwyfan ddigidol: o lawysgrifau i 
gyfrolau print, cyfnodolion i bapurau newyddion.

Un o gyfraniadau thematig y Llyfrgell i’r prosiect yw detholiad o 
gyhoeddiadau gwleidyddol a radicalaidd, sy’n cynnwys pamffled a 
gyhoeddwyd yn 1797 gan Jac Glan-y-Gors (John Jones) o’r enw Toriad 
y dydd, neu, Sylw byr ar hen gyfreithiau ac arferion llywodraethol : ynghyd 
â chrybwylliad am freintiau dyn, &c. : wedi ei ysgrifennu er mwyn y Cymry 
uniaith. Fel bardd dychanol, nod yr awdur yn y traethodyn gwleidyddol 
oedd cyflwyno syniadau radicalaidd Thomas Paine i gynulleidfa 
Gymraeg ei hiaith. Un arall yw pamffled-faniffesto o’r enw The 
Miners’ Next Step: being a suggested scheme for the reorganisation of 
the Federation a gyhoeddwyd gan yr ‘Unofficial Reform Committee’ 
yn Nhonypandy yn 1912. Roedd y maniffesto syndicalaidd hwn yn 
dadlau dros ddiwygio perchnogaeth, rheolaeth a threfniadaeth y 
pyllau glo ac fe daniodd drafodaeth frwd o fewn y diwydiant.

Bydd yr elfennau curadurol hyn o eitemau digidol o blith casgliadau’r 
Llyfrgell, ynghyd â themâu eraill, yn cael eu cyhoeddi ar Europeana 
Collections [https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en] o fis Hydref 
ymlaen.

Digido
Digitisation

Political and Radical Publications
As part of ‘The Rise of Literacy’ project, The National Library of 
Wales will share a number of additional items from its collections 
on Europeana, a European digital cultural platform as of October 
2018. The Library along with 12 other partner institutions have been 
working on a project which aims to explore the history of reading 
and writing in Europe. As a result of this initiative, various users will 
be able to access a wide range of text based objects, many of which 
are being showcased on a digital platform for the first time: from 
manuscripts to printed volumes, periodicals to newspapers.

One of the Library’s thematic contribution to the project is a selection 
of political and radical publications, which includes a pamphlet 
published in 1797 by Jac Glan-y-Gors (John Jones) entitled Toriad y 
dydd, neu, Sylw byr ar hen gyfreithiau ac arferion llywodraethol : ynghyd 
â chrybwylliad am freintiau dyn, &c. : wedi ei ysgrifennu er mwyn y Cymry 
uniaith. As a satirical poet, the author’s aim in this political tract was 
to present Thomas Paine’s radical ideals to a wider Welsh speaking 
audience. Another is a pamphlet-manifesto entitled The Miners’ Next 
Step: being a suggested scheme for the reorganisation of the Federation 
issued by the Unofficial Reform Committee, Tonypandy in 1912. 
This syndicalist manifesto argued for reformation in the ownership, 
control and organisation of the coal pits and provoked an intense 
discussion within the industry.

This curated feature of digitised items from the Library’s holdings, 
along with other themes will appear on Europeana Collections 
[https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en] from October onward.
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Digido
Digitisation

Political Ephemera
Work has started on the Welsh Political Ephemera project to digitise 
thousands of items from election campaigns in Wales, from the mid-
nineteenth century until 1979.

The collection comprises of printed items acquired by the National 
Library prior to the establishment of the Welsh Political Archive in 
1983, although a small number of items have been added since then.

Election addresses and leaflets circulated by candidates in Welsh 
constituencies during parliamentary general and by-elections 
campaigns, intermingled with other political pamphlets are arranged 
by political parties – the Liberal Party, Labour Party, Conservative 
Party, Plaid Cymru, and independent candidates.

A significant amount of preparatory work was done before the 
scanning work commenced. The contents within each file were 
arranged chronologically; items that were filed incorrectly were 
moved to their appropriate locations; items that were not to be 
scanned due to rights issues were identified; and conservation work 
was carried out on fragile material that was in need of specialist 
attention, before being transferred to the Digitisation Studio. 
Following the scanning work, each separate image will be linked 
together to reconstruct the original item (rather than displaying a 
group of unassociated images) and some redaction work to blank 
out personal information on the most recent items, before being 
ingested and made available in digital format on the Library’s online 
viewer.

The earliest item is an incomplete address to the electors of 
Carmarthenshire by the Liberals dated April 1837 and the collection 
includes material from election campaigns up until 1979. Publishing 

the election addresses and 
leaflets will provide a wealth of 
information to those studying 
the rise and fall of political 
careers and parties.

Effemera Gwleidyddol
Mae gwaith wedi dechrau ar brosiect Effemera Gwleidyddol Cymreig 
i ddigido miloedd o eitemau o ymgyrchoedd etholiadol yng Nghymru, 
o ganol y bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg hyd at 1979.

Mae’r casgliad yn cynnwys eitemau printiedig a dderbyniwyd yn 
bennaf gan y Llyfrgell Genedlaethol cyn sefydlu’r Archif Wleidyddol 
Gymreig yn 1983, yn ogystal â mân ychwanegiadau ers hynny.

Mae’r anerchiadau a’r taflenni etholiadau a ddosbarthwyd gan 
ymgeiswyr mewn etholaethau yng Nghymru yn ystod ymgyrchoedd 
etholiadau seneddol cyffredinol ac is-etholiadau, yn gymysg 
â phamffledi gwleidyddol eraill, wedi’u trefnu fesul pleidiau 
gwleidyddol – y Blaid Ryddfrydol, y Blaid Lafur, y Blaid Geidwadol, 
Plaid Cymru, ac ymgeiswyr annibynnol.

Gwnaed cryn dipyn o waith paratoi cyn dechrau ar y gwaith sganio. 
Gosodwyd trefn gronolegol ar gynnwys pob ffeil; symudwyd 
eitemau a ffeiliwyd yn anghywir i’w lleoliadau priodol; adnabuwyd 
eitemau nad oedd i’w sganio oherwydd materion hawliau; a chafodd 
gwaith cadwraeth ei wneud ar ddeunydd bregus a oedd angen sylw 
arbenigol, cyn eu trosglwyddo i’r Stiwdio Digido. Yn dilyn y gwaith 
sganio, bydd pob delwedd unigol yn cael ei chysylltu â’i gilydd i ail-
greu’r eitem wreiddiol (yn hytrach na dangos grŵp o ddelweddau 
heb gysylltiad â’i gilydd) a bydd ychydig o waith golygu i guddio 
gwybodaeth bersonol ar yr eitemau diweddaraf yn cael ei wneud  
cyn iddynt gael eu hamlyncu a’u rhyddhau fel copïau digidol ar syllwr 
ar-lein y Llyfrgell.

Yr eitem gynharaf yw anerchiad anghyflawn i etholwyr Sir 
Gaerfyrddin gan y Rhyddfrydwyr, dyddiedig Ebrill 1837, ac mae’r 
casgliad yn cynnwys deunydd o ymgyrchoedd 
etholiadau hyd at 1979. Bydd cyhoeddi’r 
anerchiadau a’r taflenni etholiadol yn darparu 
cyfoeth o wybodaeth i’r rheiny sy’n astudio 
hynt a helynt gyrfaoedd gwleidyddion a 
phleidiau gwleidyddol.

Yr eitemau cynharaf o’r pedair prif blaid wleidyddol 
The earliest items from the four main political parties



Yr Athro Emeritws Ieuan Gwynedd Jones 
(1920-2018) a Mr Gareth Price (1939-2018)
Trist oedd clywed am farwolaeth dau o gyn-aelodau Pwyllgor 
Ymgynghorol Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig dros y misoedd 
diwethaf. Bu farw’r Athro Emeritws Ieuan Gwynedd Jones ym 
Mehefin, a gynrychiolodd Gyngor Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru 
ar y pwyllgor o 1991 hyd ei ymddeoliad yn 2000.  
Bu farw Mr Gareth Price yn Awst, a bu yntau’n aelod o’r 
pwyllgor o 1987 hyd at 1993 – yn ystod ei gyfnod fel Rheolwr 
BBC Cymru ac yna’n Gyfarwyddwr Sefydliad Thomson.

Professor Emeritus Ieuan Gwynedd Jones 
(1920-2018) and Mr Gareth Price (1939-2018)
We were saddened to hear of the death of two former 
members of the Welsh Political Archive Advisory Committee 
in the past months. Professor Emeritus Ieuan Gwynedd Jones 
who died in June, served on the committee as a representative 
of The National Library of Wales Council from 1991 until his 
retirement in 2000. Mr Gareth Price who died in August, was 
a committee member from 1987 until 1993 – during his time 
as BBC Wales Controller and then as Director of the Thomson 
International Foundation.
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Gareth Vaughan Jones a’r Holodomor
Ar 23 Tachwedd 2017, fe wnaeth dirprwyaeth o Lysgenhadaeth yr 
Wcráin yn Llundain, gan gynnwys Dirprwy Lysgennad yr Wcráin yn y 
Deyrnas Unedig, y Gweinidog-Gwnselwr Andriy Marchenko, ynghyd â 
gor-nai Gareth Jones, Mr Nigel Colley, ymweld ag Aberystwyth i osod 
torch wrth y plac sy’n coffáu Gareth Jones yn y brifysgol lle y bu’n 
fyfyriwr.

Yn dilyn y seremoni i nodi 85 mlynedd ers yr Holodomor, daeth 
y ddirprwyaeth i Lyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru i weld detholiad o 
bapurau Gareth Jones sy’n cofnodi’r amodau difrifol yn yr Wcráin 
yn ystod y Newyn Mawr. Cafodd ei ddisgrifiad ei wrthod gan yr 
awdurdodau Sofietaidd yn ogystal â newyddiadurwyr yn y Gorllewin 
ym Moscow, ond glynodd wrth ei adroddiadau ac mewn gwrthbrofiad 
nododd eu bod yn seiliedig ar ei arsylwadau ef ei hun, yn hytrach nag 
ar sylwadau cyhoeddus gan swyddogion.

Mae’r dyddiaduron sy’n cofnodi’i ymweliad â’r Wcráin – ac a wnaeth 
er perygl mawr i’w ddiogelwch ei hun – yn ogystal â deunyddiau 
pwysig eraill o’i eiddo ef ar gadw yn y Llyfrgell.

Noson yng nghwmni Vaughan Roderick
Yn dilyn lansio llyfr newydd Vaughan Roderick, Pen ar y bloc, 
cynhaliwyd noson yn ei gwmni ym mis Chwefror, wrth iddo drafod 
ei lyfr gyda’r Athro Emerita 
Elan Closs Stephens CBE yn Y 
Drwm. Mewn modd unigryw 
a ffraeth mae’r darlledwr a’r 
newyddiadurwr Vaughan 
Roderick yn ei lyfr yn adrodd 
hanes gwleidyddiaeth Cymru 
dros y degawdau a fu.

Gareth Vaughan Jones and the Holodomor
On 23 November 2017, a delegation from the Ukrainian Embassy in 
London, including the Deputy Ambassador of Ukraine to the United 
Kingdom, Minister-Counsellor Andriy Marchenko, together with 
Gareth Jones’s great nephew, Mr Nigel Colley, visited Aberystwyth 
to lay a wreath at the plaque commemorating Gareth Jones at the 
university where he had been a student.

Following the ceremony marking the 85th anniversary of the 
Holodomor, the delegation then visited The National Library of Wales 
to view a selection of Gareth Jones’s papers giving his account of the 
terrible conditions in Ukraine during the Great Famine. His description 
was refuted by the Soviet authorities as well as Western journalists 
based in Moscow, but he stood by his reports and in a rebuttal noted 
that they were based on his own observations, rather than the public 
comments of officials.

The diaries recording his visit to Ukraine – which he made at great 
risk to his own safety – together with other important material are 
held at the Library.

An evening with Vaughan Roderick
Following the launch of Vaughan Roderick’s new book, Pen ar y bloc, 
an evening in his company as he discussed his book with Professor 
Emerita Elan Closs Stephens CBE was held at Y Drwm in February. 
The book gives a unique and witty account of Welsh politics during 
the past decades by the Welsh political broadcaster and journalist 
Vaughan Roderick.

Cyfarfod Pwyllgor 2017
Dychwelodd Pwyllgor Ymgynghorol Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig 
yn ôl i Aberystwyth ar gyfer ei gyfarfod blynyddol, a gynhaliwyd yn 
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru ym mis Tachwedd.

Derbyniodd y pwyllgor adroddiad ar dderbyniadau a 
gweithgareddau’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn ystod y flwyddyn 
flaenorol. Hefyd, nodwyd yn y cyfarfod bod Mr Gareth Clubb, Prif 
Weithredwr newydd Plaid Cymru, wedi cael ei wahodd i ymuno â’r 
pwyllgor ac roedd yn falch o dderbyn ond nid oedd yn gallu mynychu 
eleni.

Adroddwyd bod y cais am arian ar gyfer prosiect People in Action, 
dan arweiniad Ymddiriedolaeth Hanes y Senedd, wedi bod yn 
aflwyddiannus, ond bwriada’r Llyfrgell ddigido effemera etholiadol 
cyn-1979 fel rhan o’i rhaglen ddigido barhaus.

Daeth y cyfarfod i ben gyda chyflwyniad gan Rhian James, a soniodd 
am ddatblygiad cyffrous wrth i Lyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru gael ei 
phenodi’n geidwad ar archifau Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru.

Darlith Flynyddol Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig 
2017
Traddodwyd Darlith Flynyddol Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig 2017 
gan Yr Athro Emerita y Fonesig Teresa Rees DBE, FAcSS, FLSW.

Fel un o wyddonwyr cymdeithasol mwyaf blaenllaw Prydain, y 
mae’n Athro Emeritws yn Ysgol Gwyddorau Cymdeithasol Prifysgol 
Caerdydd, ac mae hefyd wedi gwasanaethu fel Dirprwy Is-Ganghellor 
rhwng 2004 a 2010.

Teitl y ddarlith oedd ‘Gender, Power and Knowledge in the Welsh 
Academy’ – pwnc a fu’n faes arbenigedd iddi. Siaradodd Yr Athro 
Rees am faterion rhywedd yn y byd academaidd, ac yn briodol, 
mewn gwleidyddiaeth – oherwydd y datgeliadau diweddar, ynghyd 
â thuedd anymwybodol. Bu hi hefyd yn edrych ar arferion gwael 
ac arferion da yng Nghymru, Ewrop a rhannau eraill o’r byd, gan 
gynnwys digwyddiad pan roddodd Jocelyn Bell Burnell sgwrs ar 
wyddoniaeth i ferched ysgol yn Ne Corea a disgrifio’r ymateb fel 
‘profiad Robbie Williams!’

Cafwyd trafodaeth ddiddorol ar ôl y ddarlith, ac mae’r testun bellach 
ar gael ar dudalennau’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig ar wefan y Llyfrgell 
Genedlaethol.

2017 Committee meeting
The Welsh Political Archive Advisory Committee returned to 
Aberystwyth for their annual meeting, and was held at The National 
Library of Wales in November.

The committee received a report on acquisitions and the activities of 
The Welsh Political Archive over the previous year. The meeting also 
noted that Mr Gareth Clubb, the new Chief Executive of Plaid Cymru 
had been invited to join the committee and was pleased to accept, 
but was unable to attend this year.

It was reported that the bid for funding for the People in Action 
project led by the History of Parliament Trust was unsuccessful, and 
the Library now intends to digitise the pre-1979 election ephemera 
as part of its ongoing digitisation programme.

The meeting concluded with a presentation by Rhian James who 
reported on the exciting development that The National Library of 
Wales had been appointed as keeper of the National Assembly for 
Wales archives.

2017 Welsh Political Archive Annual Lecture
The 2017 Welsh Political Archive Annual Lecture was delivered by 
Professor Emerita Dame Teresa Rees DBE, FAcSS, FLSW.

As one of the most eminent British social scientists, she is Emeritus 
Professor in the School of Social Sciences at Cardiff University and 
also served as Pro Vice-Chancellor between 2004 and 2010.

The title of the lecture was ‘Gender, Power and Knowledge in the 
Welsh Academy’ – a subject that has been her field of expertise. 
Professor Rees spoke of the issue of gender in academia and 
appropriately, politics – given recent revelations, along with 
unconscious bias. She also looked at bad and good practice in Wales, 
Europe and other parts of the world, including an incident where 
Jocelyn Bell Burnell gave a talk on science to school girls in South 
Korea and described the reaction as a ‘Robbie Williams experience!’

An interesting discussion followed the lecture, the text of which is 
now available to view on The Welsh Political Archive pages on the 
National Library’s website.

Newyddion o’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig
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Lansio catalog 
Archif Cynulliad 
Cenedlaethol Cymru
Lansiwyd catalog Archif 
Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru 
ym mhresenoldeb Llywydd 
Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru 
Elin Jones AC yn Llyfrgell 
Genedlaethol Cymru ar 20 
Chwefror. Roedd trosglwyddo 
a chatalogio ffeiliau 
ysgrifenyddiaeth Pwyllgorau’r 
Ail Gynulliad yn nodi’r ffaith 
fod cam cyntaf y cytundeb 
partneriaeth a gyhoeddwyd 
gan y Llyfrgell a Chomisiwn 
y Cynulliad Cenedlaethol yn 
Ebrill 2017 wedi’i gwblhau’n llwyddiannus, gyda’r nod o sicrhau bod 
archifau’r Cynulliad yn cael eu cadw ar gyfer y tymor hir.

Dros y chwe mis blaenorol, datblygwyd strategaeth archifau a fydd 
yn sicrhau bod archifau a chofnodion hanesyddol hynod bwysig ac 
arwyddocaol y Cynulliad yn cael eu cadw, a’u bod ar gael yn y Llyfrgell 
Genedlaethol.

Bydd ychwanegiadau pellach yn cael eu trosglwyddo, gan gynnwys 
cofnodion deddfwriaethol, adroddiadau pwyllgorau, datganiadau 
Llywodraeth Cymru a Chofnod y Trafodion, sef yr hyn sy’n cyfateb yn 
y Cynulliad i Hansard. Bydd y prosiect yn golygu y bydd copïau caled 
ac ar ffurf electronig o ddogfennau ar gael i’r cyhoedd, a bydd hynny’n 
ategu ymrwymiad hirdymor y Cynulliad i fod yn agored a thryloyw.

Darlith: Archif Yr Arglwydd Davies o Landinam 
Ar 6 Mehefin 2018, cyflwynodd Rob Phillips ddarlith awr ginio ar 
bapurau’r Arglwydd Davies o Landinam. Fel gwleidydd, diwydiannwr 
a dyngarwr yn ystod hanner cyntaf yr ugeinfed ganrif, mae’r archif 
hon yn un o’r casgliadau mwyaf o bapurau personol sydd yn y 
Llyfrgell, ac mae’n adlewyrchu diddordebau’r Arglwydd Davies, o 
ddociau a gwleidyddiaeth i iechyd byd-eang a heddwch. Cwblhawyd 
catalog o’r archif yn ddiweddar, ac roedd y ddarlith yn gyfle i ddathlu’r 
archif ac i dynnu sylw at fywyd a gyrfa’r gŵr nodedig hwn.

‘David Lloyd George’ oedd dewis #CaruCelf Huw 
Edwards 
Fel rhan o’r Ymgyrch #CaruCelf, cafodd y newyddiadurwr, y 
cyflwynydd a’r darlledwr newyddion Huw Edwards gyfle i ddewis 
pedwar o’i hoff weithiau celf o Gasgliad Cenedlaethol y Llyfrgell. Ei 
ddewis olaf ym mis Medi 2017 oedd penddelw efydd o ‘David Lloyd 
George’ gan y cerflunydd Michael Rizzello [1960].

Newidiadau Staff
Yn dilyn penodiad Rob Phillips yn Bennaeth dros dro Isadran Archifau 
a Llawysgrifau ym mis Tachwedd 2017, penodwyd Rhys Davies 
ym mis Chwefror yn Archifydd Cynorthwyol rhan-amser Yr Archif 
Wleidyddol Gymreig (gan weithio tridiau’r wythnos) tan fis Tachwedd 
2018.

Launch of the 
National Assembly 
for Wales Archive 
catalogue
The catalogue of the National 
Assembly for Wales Archive 
was launched in the presence 
of the Llywydd of the National 
Assembly for Wales Elin Jones 
AM at The National Library 
of Wales on 20 February. The 
transfer and cataloguing of 
the records of the Second 
Assembly’s Committee 
secretariat files marked the 
successful completion of the 
first stage of the partnership 

agreement that was announced by the Library and the National 
Assembly for Wales Commission in April 2017, with the aim of 
securing the long-term preservation of the Assembly’s archives.

Over the previous six months, an archive strategy was developed 
which will ensure that the Assembly’s hugely important and 
significant historic archives and records will be preserved and made 
accessible in the National Library.

Further deposits are to be transferred, including legislative records, 
committee reports, Welsh Government statements and the Record 
of Proceedings – the Assembly’s equivalent to Hansard. The project 
will mean documents in both hard copy and electronic form will be 
more accessible to the general public, increasing the Assembly’s 
longstanding commitment to openness and transparency.

Lecture: The Lord Davies of Llandinam Archive 
On 6 June 2018, Rob Phillips gave a lunchtime lecture on the papers 
of Lord Davies of Llandinam. As a politician, an industrialist and 
a humanitarian during the first half of the twentieth century, the 
archive is one of the largest collections of personal papers in the 
Library, and reflect Lord Davies’ interests, from docks and politics to 
global health and peace. The catalogue for the archive was recently 
completed, and the lecture was an opportunity to celebrate the 
archive and highlight the life and career of this remarkable man.

‘David Lloyd George’ was #LoveArt Huw Edwards 
As part of the #LoveArt Campaign, the journalist, presenter and 
newsreader Huw Edwards had an opportunity to choose four of his 
favourite works of art from the Library’s National Collection. His final 
choice in September 2017 was a bronze bust of ‘David Lloyd George’ 
by sculptor Michael Rizzello [1960].

Staff changes 
Following the appointment of Rob Phillips as Interim Head of 
Archives and Manuscripts Section in November 2017, Rhys Davies 
was appointed in February as the Assistant Archivist of The Welsh 
Political Archive on a part-time basis (working three days a week) 
until November 2018.
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Vote 100: marking a milestone 
On 6 February 1918, the Representation of the People Act  
received Royal Assent and came into force, providing women over 
the age of 30 who met a property qualification, and all men, with 
a vote in Parliamentary elections for the first time. The Library 
commemorated this in various ways. On the centenary day itself, a 
series of tweets were published on several of the Library’s Twitter 
feeds, including the Archive’s own @WelshPolArch and  
@AWGymreig. A blog was also posted on the Library’s website  
which drew attention to collections within her holdings relating to  
the women’s suffrage campaign and to the archives of many 
prominent women MPs and MEPs, such as Megan Lloyd George, 
Eirene White, Beata Brookes, Ann Clwyd and Jenny Randerson.

As part of the Discover the Heart of Welsh Culture in The Peniarth 
Room over the summer months, the Exhibitions Team artistically 
displayed the suffrage sash of Lady Rhondda, together with copies(!) 
of political leaflets of women candidates throughout the last century 
pinned on to a mannequin. The sash was deposited to the Library 
by Margaret, Viscountess Rhondda in 1941, and was shown to Elin 
Jones, the Llywydd of the National Assembly for Wales and Assembly 
Member for Ceredigion during her visit to the Library in February, and 
which described the occasion as “a real honour”.

A photograph was taken of the Chief Executive and National Librarian 
together with her female Heads of Department with a violet, white 
and green suffrage flag and was posted on the Library’s extensive 
social media platforms on 10 June, as part of PROCESSIONS, a day 
when women in Belfast, Cardiff, Edinburgh and London took to the 
streets in a celebratory mass participation artwork.

The Head of Archives and Manuscripts at the Library gave a talk at 
the annual ARCW Forum which was held this year in June in Builth 
Wells on the theme of Sharing Stories: Collections and Recollections. 
His presentation was on ‘Vote for Women! Women in Welsh Political 
Ephemera’ and was an opportunity to share the electoral ephemera 
of women candidates of the past century with colleagues within the 
archival sector in Wales.
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Pleidlais 100: nodi carreg filltir 
Ar 6 Chwefror 1918, fe wnaeth Deddf Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl dderbyn 
Cydsyniad Brenhinol a daeth i rym. Rhoddwyd yr hawl am y tro cyntaf 
i fenywod dros 30 oed, a oedd yn ateb y meini prawf o ran eiddo, 
a phob dyn, bleidlais mewn etholiadau Seneddol. Bu’r Llyfrgell yn 
cofnodi hyn mewn amryw o ffyrdd. Ar ddiwrnod y canmlwyddiant 
ei hun, cyhoeddwyd cyfres o negeseuon trydar ar nifer o ffrydiau 
Twitter y Llyfrgell, gan gynnwys rhai’r Archif, sef @AWGymreig ac  
@WelshPolArch. Hefyd, cyhoeddwyd blog ar wefan y Llyfrgell i 
dynnu sylw at gasgliadau sydd ganddi am yr ymgyrch dros y bleidlais 
i ferched ac at archifau nifer o ASau ac ASEau benywaidd blaenllaw, 
megis Megan Lloyd George, Eirene White, Beata Brookes, Ann Clwyd 
a Jenny Randerson.

Fel rhan o Ddarganfod Calon Diwylliant Cymru yn Ystafell Peniarth 
dros fisoedd yr haf, mae’r Tîm Arddangosfeydd wedi mynd ati mewn 
modd artistig, i arddangos sash yr Arglwyddes Rhondda, ynghyd â 
chopïau(!) o daflenni gwleidyddol ymgeiswyr benywaidd drwy gydol 
y ganrif ddiwethaf. Cyflwynwyd y sash i’r Llyfrgell gan Margaret, Is-
iarlles y Rhondda yn 1941, a chafodd ei ddangos i Elin Jones, Llywydd 
Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru ac Aelod Cynulliad dros Geredigion 
pan ymwelodd â’r Llyfrgell ym mis Chwefror. Disgrifiodd y profiad fel 
“braint”.

Tynnwyd ffotograff o’r Prif Weithredwr a’r Llyfrgellydd Cenedlaethol 
gyda’i Phenaethiaid Adran benywaidd gyda baner fioled, gwyn a 
gwyrdd y bleidlais, ac fe’i cyhoeddwyd ar lwyfannau cyfryngau 
cymdeithasol helaeth y Llyfrgell ar 10 Mehefin, fel rhan o 
PROCESSIONS, sef diwrnod pan aeth menywod ym Melfast, 
Caerdydd, Caeredin a Llundain i’r strydoedd mewn dathliad trwy 
gyfrwng gwaith celf torfol.

Rhoddodd Pennaeth Archifau a Llawysgrifau’r Llyfrgell sgwrs yn 
Fforwm Cyngor Archifau a Chofnodion Cymru a gynhaliwyd eleni 
ym mis Mehefin yn Llanfair ym Muallt ar thema Rhannu Straeon: 
Atgofion o’r Archifau. Roedd ei gyflwyniad ar ‘Pleidleisiwch dros 
Fenyw! Menywod yn Effemera Gwleidyddol Cymru’ yn gyfle i rannu 
effemera etholiadol ymgeiswyr benywaidd yn ystod y ganrif a fu 
gyda chydweithwyr o fewn y sector archifau yng Nghymru.

Mererid Boswell, Sally McInnes, Linda Tomos, Manon Foster Evans



Achos dathlu
A Cause for Celebration

6 February 2018:  A reception is held in Westminster Hall to 
celebrate the centenary of the first women gaining the vote. The 
Prime Minister – wearing purple – addresses the many guests and 
MPs, and the Houses of Parliament’s Vote 100 project is launched. 
Across Britain the media, including BBC Radio’s ‘Good Morning 
Wales’, feature items on the significance of the 1918 legislation. 

6 February 1918:  It is a day of tough negotiations. The House 
of Lords has inserted amendments to the Representation of the 
People Bill, including one on Proportional Representation. It is 
uncertain whether or not the legislation will be passed. The Bill 
proposes to endorse manhood suffrage from the age of 21 (19 
for men who have seen active service). And, for the first time, 
the vote will be extended to women over 30 (providing they are 
householders, wives of householders, occupiers of property of 
at least £5 annual value, or university graduates). Eventually the 
Commons agrees to a compromise and the Bill is passed. Mrs 
Fawcett, leader of the moderate suffragists and supporters are 
in the House of Lords. Just three stalwarts – Evelyn Sharp, Henry 
Nevinson and Bertha Brewster, key figures in the United Suffragists 
– wait in the Central Lobby. The atmosphere is very different from 
the fervour of a few years earlier and more subdued than it would 
be a hundred years later. For the country is still at war. In Sylvia 
Pankhurst’s words: ‘The sorrows of the world precluded jubilation’. 
Erstwhile militants and many others – though by no means all – 
have suspended suffrage activity for its duration. 

Before the war the two major suffrage societies – the 
moderate National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies 
(NUWSS) and the much smaller militant Women’s Social 
and Political Union (WSPU) – had campaigned for votes 

for women on the same terms as men. The Representation of 
the People Act (RPA) did not achieve this. Some argued then and 
later that the vote was granted in recognition of women’s war 
service but, if that were the case, then why did young women 
under 30 who had braved dangerous munitions work in places like 
Pembrey, not get the vote? 8,400,000 women were enfranchised, 
overwhelmingly middle class housewives. Two million women over 
30 still could not vote. They included residential domestic servants 
and shop assistants, single women renting furnished lodgings and 
daughters living at home. No women could be elected to the House 
of Commons or sit in the Lords. The RPA was a victory but a muted, 
partial one. 

Nevertheless, it is fitting that we should be celebrating this year. 
The RPA was a vital first step. Its centenary comes in the wake of 
revelations of modern sexual exploitation in the film industry – the 
tip of an iceberg – and further evidence of ongoing injustices such 
as the gender pay gap. We are witnessing widespread imaginative 
campaigns to mobilise support for women’s rights. 2018 is an 
appropriate moment to link past, present and future.
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Canmlwyddiant Deddf Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl 1918
The Centenary of the Representation of the People Act of 1918

Yn yr erthygl hon, yr ail mewn cyfres ar unigolion, 
sefydliadau a mudiadau mewn gwleidyddiaeth 
Gymreig, mae’r Athro Angela V. John yn edrych ar 
sut mae Cymru wedi dathlu’r hyn a gyflawnwyd 
gan y swffragetiaid ganrif yn ddiweddarach.

In this article, the second in a series on individuals, 
organisations and movements in Welsh politics, 
Professor Angela V. John looks at how Wales has 
celebrated the achievements of the suffragettes 
one hundred years later.

6 Chwefror 2018:  Mae derbyniad yn cael ei gynnal yn Neuadd San 
Steffan i ddathlu canmlwyddiant rhoi’r bleidlais am y tro cyntaf i 
fenywod. Mae’r Prif Weinidog – yn gwisgo porffor – yn annerch y 
gwesteion a’r Aelodau Seneddol niferus ac mae prosiect Pleidlais100 
y Senedd-dai yn cael ei lansio. Ledled Prydain mae’r cyfryngau, gan 
gynnwys rhaglen radio’r BBC ‘Good Morning Wales’, yn cyflwyno eitemau 
ar arwyddocâd deddfwriaeth 1918.

6 Chwefror 1918:  Mae’n ddiwrnod o drafodaethau dyrys. Mae Tŷ’r 
Arglwyddi wedi ychwanegu diwygiadau at Fesur Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl 
gan gynnwys un ar Gynrychiolaeth Gyfrannol. Nid oes sicrwydd y bydd 
y ddeddfwriaeth yn cael ei phasio ai peidio. Mae’r Mesur yn argymell 
cefnogi pleidiais i ddynion o 21 oed ymlaen (19 i ddynion sydd wedi 
brwydro mewn rhyfeloedd). Hefyd, am y tro cyntaf, bydd y bleidlais 
yn cael ei hymestyn i fenywod dros 30 oed (ar yr amod eu bod yn 
berchnogion tai, gwragedd perchnogion tai, tenantiaid eiddo sydd â 
gwerth blynyddol o £5 o leiaf, neu raddedigion prifysgol). Ymhen hir a 
hwyr, mae’r Tŷ Cyffredin yn cytuno i gyfaddawdu ac mae’r Mesur yn 
cael ei basio. Mae Mrs Fawcett, arweinydd y Swffragwyr cymedrol, a’i 
chefnogwyr yn bresennol yn Nhŷ’r Arglwyddi. Dim ond tri mentrus – 
Evelyn Sharp, Henry Nevinson a Bertha Brewster, ffigyrau allweddol 
o blith y Swffragwyr Unedig (United Suffragists) – sy’n aros yn y Lobi 
Ganolog. Mae’r awyrgylch yn wahanol iawn i’r tanbeidrwydd a fu ychydig 
flynyddoedd ynghynt ac yn dawelach nag a fyddai gan mlynedd yn 
ddiweddarach. Y rheswm am hyn yw bod y wlad yn dal i ryfela. Yng 
ngeiriau Sylvia Pankhurst: ‘Roedd gofidiau’r byd yn ffrwyno gorfoledd’. 
Cyn hyn, mae ymgyrchwyr a nifer o bobl eraill – er nid pawb o bell ffordd 
– wedi gohirio gweithgareddau etholfraint tra bod y rhyfel yn parhau.

Cyn y rhyfel, roedd y ddwy brif gymdeithas etholfraint, sef Undeb 
Cenedlaethol Cymdeithasau Etholfraint Menywod (NUWSS) 
cymedrol ei natur ac Undeb Cymdeithasol a Gwleidyddol 
Menywod (WSPU) oedd yn filwriaethus a llawer llai, wedi 

ymgyrchu am etholfraint menywod ar yr un telerau â dynion. Ni 
lwyddodd Deddf Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl i gyflawni hyn. Roedd rhai yn 
dadlau’r adeg hynny ac yn ddiweddarach bod y bleidlais wedi’i chaniatáu 
i gydnabod gwasanaeth menywod yn y rhyfel, ond os felly pam na 
roddwyd y bleidlais i fenywod ifanc dan 30 oed a oedd wedi peryglu eu 
bywydau wrth greu arfau rhyfel mewn mannau fel Pen-bre? Cafodd 
8,400,000 o fenywod eu rhyddfreinio, a’r mwyafrif llethol ohonynt yn 
wragedd tŷ dosbarth canol. Roedd dwy filiwn o fenywod dros 30 yn 
dal heb gael hawl i bleidleisio. O blith y rhain roedd morynion domestig 
preswyl a gweithwyr siopau, menywod di-briod yn rhentu llety wedi’i 
ddodrefnu a merched yn byw gartref gyda’i rhieni. Nid oedd hawl gan yr 
un fenyw i gael ei hethol i Dŷ’r Cyffredin nac eistedd yn Nhŷ’r Arglwyddi. 
Oedd, roedd Deddf Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl yn fuddugoliaeth, ond 
buddugoliaeth rannol a distaw oedd hi. 

Fodd bynnag, mae’n briodol ein bod yn dathlu eleni. Roedd Deddf 
Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl yn gam cyntaf hollbwysig. Mae ei chanmlwyddiant 
yn digwydd ar adeg pan yw’r diwydiant ffilmiau yn dadlennu 
enghreifftiau o ecsploetio rhywiol cyfredol ac mae rhagor o dystiolaeth o 
anghyfiawnderau diddiwedd i’w gweld, megis y bwlch rhwng cyflogau’r 
rhywiau – cip yn unig ar wir gyflwr pethau. Rydym yn dyst i ymgyrchoedd 
creadigol ledled y wlad i ysbrydoli cefnogaeth i hawliau menywod. Mae 
2018 yn adeg addas i gysylltu’r gorffennol, presennol a’r dyfodol.

Ym mis Gorffennaf cynhaliwyd Gwasanaeth Coffa yn Eglwys Llanwern, Gwent i ddathlu 
bywyd y Swffragét, y Fonesig Rhondda lle mae ei llwch wedi’i gladdu yn y fynwent.  
Wedi hynny, gosodwyd torch ar Garreg Goffa’r teulu. Llun: Julie Nicholas.
In July a Memorial Service was held at Llanwern Church, Gwent celebrating the life of the 
Suffragette Lady Rhondda whose ashes are buried in the churchyard. Afterwards a wreath  
was laid at the family Memorial Stone. Photo: Julie Nicholas.

Trwy ganiatâd / by permission of:  
Royal Mail, Museum of London, mooziic/Alamy Stock Photo



One of the most ambitious – and lauded – ventures is Welsh 
National Opera’s specially commissioned cabaret opera, ‘Rhondda 
Rips It Up!’ based on Llanwern’s Lady Rhondda (Margaret 
Haig Thomas, then Mackworth) boasting an all-female cast, 
orchestra and creative team. Touring Wales and England after 
opening in Newport, Gwent where she had led its suffragettes, 
it demonstrates the ‘Heineken effect’ by visiting parts such as 
Newtown, Swindon, Northampton and Treorchy – that might 
not otherwise see WNO. The Outreach programme has included 
a Family Day at the National Museum and a ‘Modern Equality’ 
musical drama by a Newport school. A WNO Community Chorus 
has lived up to its name. Lady Rhondda’s profile has been raised 
beyond Wales with performances at locations like London’s 
Hackney Empire. This rousing, exuberant production places the 
chorus at its very centre, thus encapsulating the collaborative 
nature of women’s suffrage. 

It is inspiring to see such a wealth and range of activities by 
institutions, societies and individuals. However, the spotlight on the 
suffragettes has cast the moderate suffragists into the shadow. 
Suffragettes were always the most vociferous and outspoken, 
their activities then, as now, grabbing the headlines. Yet there 
were only 9 WSPU branches in Wales compared to 50 NUWSS 
branches and in some places – notably Swansea and Montgomery 
– the Women’s Freedom League (WFL) was strong. It emphasised 
passive resistance such as refusing to sign the 1911 Census. 

Cardiff, once a NUWSS stronghold, was one of the few UK cities 
chosen to host a major Procession on 14 June, with women making 
banners and marching for two miles. It reflected the WSPU’s 
Women’s Sunday of 21 June 1908 that converged on London’s 
Hyde Park. This had, however, been preceded by the less well-
remembered NUWSS procession of 13 June with many thousands 
of supporters. Then, in June 1911 with a hefty nod to the invention 
of tradition, Welsh women donned national costume for the 
suffrage Women’s Coronation Procession. This year Royal Mail 
issued a set of Votes for Women stamps, the £1.40 stamp bearing 
this image.  

The many suffrage societies adopted different colours. Yet where 
today are the red, white and green of the NUWSS, let alone the 
green, white and gold of the WFL or black and gold of the Men’s 
League for Women’s Suffrage (which had branches in Pontypridd 
and Bangor)? The narrowing of the original diversity of suffrage 
opinion and visual expression has meant the domination of purple, 
white and green. 2018 has made these colours shorthand for 
suffrage. And purple in particular has predominated. 

Yet, this can be viewed positively. It is often helpful to have one 
distinctive colour as a symbol. This was exemplified when the 
first Purple Plaque honouring ‘Remarkable Women in Wales’ was 
unveiled outside the Senedd sponsored by Assembly Member, 
Jane Hutt. It is in memory of the late Val Feld AM (1947-2001) and 
describes her as a ‘Champion for Equality’.

16          Cylchlythyr Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig  |  Rhifyn 49 The Welsh Political Archive Newsletter  |  Issue 49          17

So what form are these celebrations taking and what might they 
suggest about how we remember and forget? Some are part of UK-
wide initiatives that include a few women who made a difference 
in Wales. The Women’s Local Government Society published on 6 
February the first 45 (of 100) names of suffrage pioneers who used 
their citizenship positively. They include Neath’s Winifred Coombe 
Tennant and Charlotte Price White of Bangor, also Lady Rhondda, 
president of the National Women Citizens’ Associations. She and 
the London Welsh suffragette Edith Mansell-Moullin feature too on 
etched tiles of suffrage supporters surrounding the plinth of Gillian 
Wearing’s statue of the suffragist leader Millicent Garrett Fawcett 
recently unveiled in London’s Parliament Square. As the Guardian 
neatly observed, the inclusion of these images on tiles means that 
at one fell swoop the square was changed from one full of male 
statues to a female-dominated space.

Within Wales there have already been many inventive initiatives 
and the year is by no means over. At the local level branches of the 
WI have organised suffrage talks and teas. Two Carmarthenshire 
suffrage activists who deserve to be better-known – Welsh-
speaking teacher Rachael Barrett, a leading UK figure in the 
WSPU, and Alice Abadam who, inter alia, was active in the Catholic 
Women’s Suffrage Society – are gaining plaques, the costs borne 
respectively by the Llanddarog Community Group and Carmarthen 
Civic Society. June saw a re-enactment in Llanystumdwy of the 
encounter between Lloyd George and the suffragettes in 1912. 

An exhibition in St Davids Cathedral launched on 8 March – 
International Women’s Day (IWD) – proudly displayed its visitors’ 
book with the signatures of Emmeline Pankhurst, Annie Kenney, 
Emmeline Pethick Lawrence and Mary Blathwayt (of Bath), and told 
the story of these suffragettes visiting Pembrokeshire to intervene 
in its 1908 by-election. At first sight the cathedral might seem an 
unlikely location for this event. Yet Wales has its first female bishop 
in this diocese. There had anyway been a lively Church League 
for Women’s Suffrage in which Welsh women like Edith Picton-
Turbervill were prominent, and Wales had a few hundred members.

The Welsh Assembly celebrated with an exhibition about the 
history of women’s suffrage in Wales, along with colourful suffrage 
banners. 8 March saw events in Cardiff Bay sponsored by the 
Deputy Presiding Officer Ann Jones, working with Archif Menywod 
Cymru/Women’s Archive Wales (WAW) and the University of South 
Wales. They included the Ursula Masson Memorial lecture on Welsh 
women’s suffrage by Dr Ryland Wallace. The Senedd building was 
illuminated in purple, white and green. As part of its HLF funded 
project Canrif Gobaith/Century of Hope, celebrating ‘a centenary 
of women’s heritage in Wales’, WAW will host in Swansea an 
international conference on suffrage.

Felly, pa ffurf sydd i’r dathliadau hyn a beth efallai y maent yn eu cyfleu 
am y modd rydym yn cofio neu’n anghofio? Mae rhai ohonynt yn rhan 
o fentrau’r DU sy’n cynnwys rhai menywod a wnaeth wahaniaeth 
yng Nghymru. Ar 6 Chwefror cyhoeddodd Cymdeithas Llywodraeth 
Leol y Menywod enwau’r 45 cyntaf (o 100) o arloeswyr etholfraint 
a wnaeth ddefnydd cadarnhaol o’u dinasyddiaeth. Yn eu plith y mae 
enwau Winifred Coombe Tennant, Castell Nedd, a Charlotte Price 
White, Bangor, hefyd Arglwyddes Rhondda, llywydd y Cymdeithasau 
Dinasyddion Benywaidd Cenedlaethol. Yn ogystal, mae hi a’r swffragét 
Gymraeg-Lundeinig Edith Mansell-Moullin yn ymddangos ar deils 
sydd wedi’u hysgythru o gefnogwyr etholfraint. Mae’r teils hyn yn 
amgylchynu plinth cerflun Gillian Wearing o arweinydd y swffragwyr, 
Millicent Garrett Fawcett, a gafodd ei ddadorchuddio’n ddiweddar yn 
Sgwâr y Senedd, Llundain. Fel y nododd y Guardian yn gryno, roedd 
cynnwys y delweddau hyn ar deils yn golygu bod y sgwâr wedi’i newid 
mewn amrantiad o fod yn un a oedd yn llawn cerfluniau gwrywaidd i 
ofod lle’r oedd menywod yn tra-arglwyddiaethu.  

Yng Nghymru, mae llawer o fentrau dyfeisgar wedi cael eu cynnal 
eisoes, ac nid yw’r flwyddyn ar ben eto, o bell ffordd. Ar lefel leol, bu 
canghennau o Sefydliad y Merched yn trefnu te a sgyrsiau etholfraint.  
Dwy o Sir Gaerfyrddin a fu’n weithredwyr etholfraint ac sy’n haeddu 
mwy o enwogrwydd oedd yr athrawes Gymraeg ei hiaith Rachael 
Barrett, ffigwr amlwg yn y DU gyda’r WSPU, ac Alice Abadam a oedd, 
ymysg pethau eraill, yn weithgar iawn gyda Chymdeithas Etholfraint 
Menywod Catholig (Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society). Mae placiau’n 
cael eu gosod i goffáu’r ddwy a’r costau’n cael eu hysgwyddo gan Grŵp 
Cymuned Llanddarog a Chymdeithas Ddinesig Caerfyrddin, yn y drefn 
honno. Ym mis Mehefin gwelwyd ail-berfformiad yn Llanystumdwy o’r 
cyfarfyddiad yn 1912 rhwng Lloyd George a’r swffragetiaid. 

Lansiwyd arddangosfa yn Eglwys Gadeiriol Tŷ Ddewi ar 8 Mawrth – 
Diwrnod Rhyngwladol y Menywod – ac yno dangoswyd gyda balchder 
ei Llyfr Ymwelwyr sy’n cynnwys llofnodion Emmeline Pankhurst, 
Annie Kenney, Emmeline Pethick Lawrence a Mary Blathwayt (Bath). 
Yn y llyfr hefyd ceir hanes y swffragetiaid hyn yn ymweld â Sir Benfro 
i ymyrryd yn ei his-etholiad a gynhaliwyd yn 1908. Ar yr olwg gyntaf, 
gallai’r eglwys gadeiriol ymddangos yn fan annhebygol i gynnal y 
digwyddiad hwn. Eto, rhaid cofio bod esgob benywaidd cyntaf Cymru 
wedi’i sefydlu yn yr esgobaeth hon. P’un bynnag, bu yno Gynghrair 
Eglwysig er Hyrwyddo Etholfraint Menywod a oedd yn weithgar iawn 
ar un adeg lle’r oedd menywod Cymraeg megis Edith Picton-Turbervill 
yn flaengar, ac roedd gan Gymru ychydig gannoedd o aelodau.

Bu Cynulliad Cymru yn dathlu gydag arddangosfa am hanes etholfraint 
menywod yng Nghymru, ynghyd â baneri etholfraint lliwgar. Ar 8 
Mawrth, cynhaliwyd digwyddiadau ym Mae Caerdydd a noddwyd gan y 
Dirprwy Lywydd, Ann Jones mewn cydweithrediad ag Archif Menywod 
Cymru a Phrifysgol De Cymru. Ymhlith y digwyddiadau, traddodwyd 
darlith Goffa Ursula Masson gan Dr Ryland Wallace yn ymdrin â hanes 
yr ymgyrch rhoi’r bleidlais i fenywod Cymru. Roedd adeilad y Senedd 
wedi’i goleuo yn borffor, gwyn a gwyrdd. Fel rhan o brosiect Archif 
Menywod Cymru a gyllidir gan Gronfa Treftadaeth y Loteri, ‘Canrif 
Gobaith: Dathlu Canrif o Dreftadaeth Menywod yng Nghymru’ cynhelir 
cynhadledd ryngwladol yn Abertawe ar hawliau pleidleisio.

Un o’r mentrau mwyaf uchelgeisiol – a’r un sy’n cael y mwyaf o glod 
– yw opera gabaret Opera Cenedlaethol Cymru, ‘Rhondda Rips It Up!’ 
a gafodd ei chomisiynu’n arbennig. Mae’r opera’n seiliedig ar hanes 
Arglwyddes Rhondda (Margaret Haig Thomas, Mackworth wedyn), 
Llanwern ac mae’n ymfalchïo mewn cast, cerddorfa a thîm creadigol 
sy’n fenywod i gyd. Ar ôl y perfformiad agoriadol yng Nghasnewydd, 
Gwent, lle bu’r Arglwyddes Rhondda yn arwain y swffragetiaid, 
bydd y cynhyrchiad yn mynd ar daith o gwmpas Cymru a Lloegr gan 
amlygu’r ‘effaith Heineken’ trwy ymweld â lleoedd megis Y Drenewydd, 
Swindon, Northampton a Threorci – na fyddai fel arall o bosibl yn 
gweld perfformiadau OCC. Mae’r rhaglen Estyn Allan wedi cynnwys 
‘Diwrnod i’r Teulu’ yn yr Amgueddfa Genedlaethol a chynhyrchiad o 
ddrama gerdd ‘Modern Equality’ gan ysgol yng Nghasnewydd. Yn wir, 
mae Corws Cymunedol OCC wedi bodloni’r disgwyliadau! Mae proffil 
Arglwyddes Rhondda wedi’i godi y tu hwnt i Gymru trwy berfformiadau 
mewn lleoliadau megis Hackney Empire yn Llundain. Yn y cynhyrchiad 
gwefreiddiol, afieithus hwn, mae’r corws yn cael y lle canolog ac felly 
mae’n ymgorfforiad o natur gydweithredol etholfraint menywod.

Mae’n ysbrydoliaeth gweld y fath gyfoeth ac amrediad o 
weithgareddau gan sefydliadau, cymdeithasau ac unigolion. Serch 
hynny, mae’r ffocws ar y swffragetiaid wedi taflu’r swffragwyr 
cymedrol i’r cysgod. Ar hyd yr amser y swffragetiaid oedd y mwyaf 
croch a di-flewyn-ar-dafod a’u gweithgareddau’r adeg hynny fel yn 
awr yn hawlio’r penawdau. Eto i gyd, dim ond 9 cangen o’r WSPU oedd 
yng Nghymru i gymharu â 50 o ganghennau’r NUWSS ac mewn rhai 
lleoedd, yn benodol Abertawe a Threfaldwyn, roedd Cynghrair Rhyddid 
Menywod (WFL) yn gryf. Cynghrair oedd hon yn canolbwyntio ar 
wrthwynebu di-drais megis gwrthod llofnodi Cyfrifiad 1911.

Caerdydd, a fu ar un adeg yn gadarnle’r NUWSS, oedd un o’r ychydig 
ddinasoedd yn y DU i gynnal Gorymdaith fawr ar 14 Mehefin, gyda 
menywod yn creu baneri ac yn gorymdeithio am ddwy filltir. Roedd yn 
adlewyrchu Sul Menywod yr WSPU 21 Mehefin 1908 a ddaeth ynghyd 
i Hyde Park, Llundain. Roedd y digwyddiad hwn fodd bynnag wedi’i 
ragflaenu gan orymdaith NUWSS ar 13 Mehefin oedd yn cynnwys 
miloedd o gefnogwyr ond nas cofir i’r un graddau. Yna, ym mis Mehefin 
1911 gyda chefnogaeth lwyr i ‘ddarganfyddiad’ traddodiad, gwisgodd 
menywod Cymru y wisg Gymreig genedlaethol ar gyfer Gorymdaith 
Coroni Menywod yr etholfraint. Eleni cyhoeddodd y Post Brenhinol set 
o stampiau Pleidleisiau i Fenywod, ac roedd y stamp £1.40 yn amlygu’r 
ddelwedd hon.  

Roedd y cymdeithasau etholfraint niferus yn mabwysiadu gwahanol 
liwiau. Ond ble heddiw y mae coch, gwyn a gwyrdd yr NUWSS, heb 
sôn am wyrdd, gwyn ac aur yr WFL neu ddu a choch Cynghrair y 
Dynion er Hyrwyddo Etholfraint Menywod (oedd â changhennau 
ym Mhontypridd a Bangor)? Mae’r cyfyngu ar yr amrywiaeth barn 
gychwynnol ynghylch etholfraint ac ar fynegiant gweledol wedi golygu 
mai’r porffor, gwyn a gwyrdd sy’n tra-arglwyddiaethu. Mae 2018 wedi 
gwneud y lliwiau hyn yn llaw-fer i etholfraint. A’r porffor yn anad dim 
sy’n rhagori. 

Eto i gyd, gellir edrych ar hyn yn gadarnhaol. Mae’n fanteisiol yn 
aml i gael un lliw penodol fel symbol. Cafwyd enghraifft o hyn pan 
ddadorchuddiwyd y Plac Porffor cyntaf i anrhydeddu ‘Menywod 
Nodedig yng Nghymru’ y tu allan i’r Senedd dan nawdd yr Aelod 
Cynulliad, Jane Hutt. Gwnaed hyn er cof am y ddiweddar Val Feld 
AC (1947-2001) ac mae’n ei disgrifio fel ‘Amddiffynnydd dros 
Gydraddoldeb’.

Canmlwyddiant Deddf Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl 1918
The Centenary of the Representation of the People Act of 1918

Canmlwyddiant Deddf Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl 1918
The Centenary of the Representation of the People Act of 1918
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Little attention has been paid to the men who were finally 
enfranchised in 1918. In many ways 2018 has been ‘The Year of 
the Women’. Stimulated by the energy and potential unleashed by 
the centenary, it has witnessed the creation of new imaginative 
schemes that take us forward. And herein perhaps lies its most 
important legacy. One such scheme adapts the WSPU motto. The 
Welsh Mental Health Charity Hafal’s ‘#DeedsNotWords’ campaigns 
on a new front line for women: their right to mental health and 
wellbeing.

Women’s Equality Network Wales compiled a list of 100 Welsh 
Women to mark the centenary of the RPA. At a ceremony at 
the Senedd it honoured 50 women who are helping to shape a 
modern Wales as well as 50 historical women championed by 
the Monumental Welsh Women group. A statue will be erected in 
memory of one of the latter in Cardiff’s new Central Square. After 
shortlisting five women, a public ballot will identify the winner. A 
WAW debate at the National Eisteddfod has also debated which 
women deserve public commemoration in Wales. Such initiatives 
help to ensure that women’s achievements will not be marginalised 
in the future, something that History has shown cannot be 
guaranteed.

‘The Year of… ’ tag always runs the danger of becoming a temporary 
phenomenon that is conveniently forgotten once its time is over. 
But at least there are further milestones to be celebrated. Late 
May saw the sixtieth anniversary of the Life Peerages Act of 1958, 
enabling women to sit in the House of Lords for the first time. 21 
November will mark the centenary of the Parliament (Qualification 
of Women) Act. It led to the first women MPs. December 2019 will 
be the centenary of the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act. This 
stated that a person should not be disqualified by sex or marriage 
from civil or judicial offices and professions (bar the church). Women 
could, for example, now become jurors, magistrates and lawyers. 

Yet legislation alone can’t guarantee implementation or changes 
of heart. And anyway, what is really being celebrated this year is 
surely the spirit of the women who won the vote rather than the 
limited legislation itself. However, having said that, once some 
women were enfranchised and able to sit in Parliament where they 
could help to shape laws, so the ground was laid for far greater 
changes.

The rush to celebrate the suffragettes and their dramatic actions 
at the expense of the suffragists raises the question of whether 
some of those now happily endorsing WSPU actions would have 
been quite so prepared to do so had they been alive at the time. 
Celebration of the past can run the risk of exculpating us from real 
responsibility for change in the present. 

Nevertheless, that past does require interrogation. This enables 
us to appreciate how fortunate we are today compared to our 
predecessors. It reveals both the bravery of those who stood up 
to be counted, and the need always to safeguard what has been 
gained. In 1928 when the struggle for women’s franchise finally 
ended, Time and Tide wisely noted that: ‘The vote is won but the 
fight is not over’. 2 July 2028 will mark 100 years since the Equal 
Franchise Act. What might the message be then?

Ychydig iawn o sylw sydd wedi’i roi i’r dynion a gafodd ei rhyddfreinio 
yn y diwedd yn 1918. Mewn sawl ffordd, bu 2018 yn ‘Flwyddyn y 
Menywod’. Wedi’i hysgogi gan yr ynni a’r potensial a ollyngwyd yn rhydd 
gan y canmlwyddiant, mae’r flwyddyn hon wedi gweld creu cynlluniau 
newydd llawn dychymyg sy’n ein symud ymlaen. Ac yn hyn o beth, dyma 
efallai yw’r gwaddol pwysicaf oll. Mae un cynllun o’r fath wedi addasu 
arwyddair y WSPU ‘Deeds not Words’. Mae ‘#GweithreduNidGeiriau’ 
yr Elusen Iechyd Meddwl Hafal yn ymgyrchu ar reng flaen newydd i 
fenywod: eu hawl i iechyd meddwl a llesiant.

Lluniodd Rhwydwaith Cydraddoldeb Menywod Cymru restr o 100 o 
Fenywod Cymru i nodi canmlwyddiant Deddf Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl. 
Mewn seremoni yn y Senedd anrhydeddwyd 50 o fenywod sy’n helpu 
i ffurfio’r Gymru fodern yn ogystal â 50 o fenywod hanesyddol y 
rhoddwyd iddynt statws pencampwyr gan y grŵp Coffáu Menywod 
Cymru (Monumental Welsh Women). Yn y dyfodol, bydd cerflun yn cael 
ei osod er cof am un ohonynt yn Sgwâr Canolog newydd Caerdydd. Ar 
ôl llunio rhestr fer yn cynnwys pum menyw, bydd yr enillydd yn cael ei 
dewis trwy bleidlais gyhoeddus. Mewn cyfarfod Archif Menywod Cymru 
yn yr Eisteddfod Genedlaethol, cafwyd trafodaeth hefyd ar ba fenywod 
sy’n haeddu eu coffáu’n gyhoeddus yng Nghymru. Mae mentrau o’r fath 
yn helpu i sicrhau na fydd llwyddiannau menywod yn cael eu gwthio 
i’r cyrion yn y dyfodol, rhywbeth y mae Hanes wedi dangos na ellir ei 
warantu.

Mae perygl bob amser i’r ymadrodd ‘Blwyddyn y… ’ dyfu’n ffenomen 
sy’n gyfleus i’w hanghofio ar ôl i’w gyfnod ddod i ben. Ond o leiaf, 
mae yna ragor o gerrig milltir i’w dathlu. Diwedd mis Mai roedd pen-
blwydd 60 y Ddeddf Arglwyddiaethau am Oes 1958, deddf a alluogodd 
menywod i eistedd yn Nhŷ’r Arglwyddi am y tro cyntaf. Bydd 21 
Tachwedd yn nodi canmlwyddiant Deddf Senedd y DU (Cymhwyster 
Menywod). O ganlyniad i’r Ddeddf hon, penodwyd menywod yn Aelodau 
Seneddol am y tro cyntaf. Bydd mis Rhagfyr 2019 yn ganmlwyddiant y 
Ddeddf (Dileu) Anghymhwysedd Rhyw. Roedd y Ddeddf hon yn datgan 
na ddylai pobl gael eu gwahardd ar sail rhyw neu briodas o swyddi neu 
broffesiynau sifil neu gyfreithiol (ac eithrio’r eglwys). Gallai menywod yn 
awr, er enghraifft, ddod yn rheithwyr, ynadon a chyfreithwyr.

Fodd bynnag, ni all deddfwriaeth ar ei phen ei hun warantu 
gweithredoedd neu newid meddwl. Ond yn ei hanfod, yr hyn sy’n cael 
ei ddathlu eleni wrth reswm yw, ysbryd y menywod hynny a enillodd 
y bleidlais yn hytrach na’r ddeddfwriaeth gyfyngedig ei hunan. Serch 
hynny, rhaid dweud pan gafodd rhai menywod eu rhyddfreinio a’u 
galluogi i eistedd yn y Senedd lle roeddent yn gallu helpu i lunio deddfau, 
paratowyd y ffordd ar gyfer newidiadau llawer mwy.

Mae’r brwdfrydedd i ddathlu’r swffragetiaid a’u gweithredoedd dramatig 
ar draul y swffragwyr yn codi’r cwestiwn a fyddai’r rhai sy’n hapus 
heddiw i gefnogi gweithredoedd y WSPU wedi bod mor barod i wneud 
hynny pe baent yn fyw yr adeg honno? Gall dathlu’r gorffennol arwain 
at y risg o’n hesgusodi ni rhag y gwir gyfrifoldeb o sicrhau newid yn y 
presennol.

Fodd bynnag, mae’n angenrheidiol ymchwilio i’r gorffennol hwnnw. 
Trwy wneud hyn, rydym yn gallu gwerthfawrogi pa mor ffodus rydym 
ni heddiw o gymharu â’n rhagflaenwyr. Mae’n dadlennu dewrder y 
rhai a safodd i fyny i gael eu dwyn i gyfrif, a’r angen parhaus i warchod 
yr hyn sydd wedi’i ennill. Yn 1928 pan ddaeth y frwydr am etholfraint 
menywod i ben o’r diwedd, nododd Time and Tide yn ddoeth fel hyn: 
‘Mae’r bleidlais wedi’i hennill ond nid yw’r frwydr drosodd’. Bydd 2 
Gorffennaf 2028 yn nodi 100 mlynedd ers y Ddeddf Etholfraint Gydradd. 
Beth fydd y neges yr adeg honno, tybed?

Canmlwyddiant Deddf Cynrychiolaeth y Bobl 1918
The Centenary of the Representation of the People Act of 1918

Yr Archif Gerddorol Gymreig
Ym mis Medi 2017, fe lansiwyd Rhaglen Yr Archif Gerddorol Gymreig. 
Mae’r Llyfrgell yn ymfalchïo yn arbennig fod archif Merêd Evans 
a Phyllis Kinney, sy’n cynnwys gwaith ymchwil oes i gerddoriaeth 
draddodiadol, wedi dod i’r Llyfrgell ac yn ddiolchgar i’r teulu am eu 
haelioni yn rhoi’r casgliad i’n gofal. Blaenoriaeth ein Rhaglen Archif 
Gerddorol Gymreig fydd rhoi mynediad at yr adnodd newydd yma i 
bawb sydd am ddarganfod mwy am ganu gwerin, a chreu mynediad 
ato ar-lein. Mae archif Merêd a Phyllis yn adlewyrchu eu gwybodaeth 
eang am ganu traddodiadol a bydd yn arwain at astudiaethau pellach 
i gasgliadau eraill y Llyfrgell megis casgliadau J. Lloyd Williams, un o 
sylfaenwyr Cymdeithas Alawon Gwerin Cymru, a Maria Jane Williams, 
yr arloesydd cofnodi caneuon gwerin.

Cofio Hedd Wyn
Ymhlith ei rhaglen barhaus o ddarparu gweithdai ac adnoddau 
addysgol ar gyfer disgyblion a myfyrwyr, un o flaenoriaethau’r 
Llyfrgell yn ystod y flwyddyn oedd parhau i gefnogi Rhaglen Cyfuno 
Llywodraeth Cymru. Enghraifft o’r gwaith hwn oedd prosiect a 
noddwyd gan ScottishPower Foundation i gofnodi canmlwyddiant 
marw’r bardd Hedd Wyn.
Yn ystod y prosiect bu dros 800 o ddisgyblion yn cymryd rhan 
mewn 26 o weithdai, a gwelodd 1,200 ychwanegol ffacsimili awdl 
Yr Arwr. Fel diweddglo i’r prosiect cynhaliwyd digwyddiad dramatig 
ar safle’r Llyfrgell i goffáu Hedd Wyn a’r degau o filoedd o Gymry 
a gollwyd yn ystod y Rhyfel Mawr. Ar y nos Iau cyn Sul y Cofio, 
cafodd fideo yn cynnwys delweddau o’r bardd ynghyd â disgyblion 
Ysgol Bro Hedd Wyn a Mr Gerald Williams MBE, nai Hedd Wyn, yn 
adrodd cerdd Rhyfel Hedd Wyn, ei daflunio’n enfawr ar fur blaen y 
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol. Roedd yn brofiad ysgytwol a bythgofiadwy 
i’r gynulleidfa ac yn atgof arwyddocaol o erchyllterau rhyfel a maint 
colled y genedl.

Ymweliad y Llywydd â Tsieina
Fel rhan o daith fasnach a diwylliant Llywodraeth Cymru ymwelodd 
ein Llywydd, Rhodri Glyn Thomas â Shanghai a Hong Kong. Yn ystod 
yr ymweliad, cytunwyd y byddai’r Llyfrgell yn ymuno â Rhaglen 
Ryngwladol Llyfrgell Shanghai Window on Shanghai. Manteisiwyd 
ar y cyfle hefyd i gyflwyno copi cain rhwymedig o gatalog Casgliad 
Hawkes i Gyfarwyddwr Llyfrgell Shanghai, Mr Chen Chao. Mae’r 
Llyfrgell wedi bod yn gweithio gyda Sefydliad Confucius yng Nghymru 
i ddarparu cyfleoedd i fyfyrwyr ac ymchwilwyr i gael mynediad at 
ddeunydd yng Nghasgliad Hawkes. Bu’r Llyfrgell yn ffodus i dderbyn 
Casgliad Hawkes yn 1983, pan adawodd yr Athro David Hawkes, 
ysgolhaig enwog o Brifysgol Rhydychen, ei lyfrgell gyfan o 4,500 o 
lyfrau i’r Llyfrgell. Mae’r casgliad yn cael ei gydnabod yn Tsieina fel 
un hynod werthfawr ac ymhlith y casgliad y mae eitemau hynod o 
brin. Ein bwriad yw creu catalog ar-lein dwyieithog o’r Casgliad yma 
gan ddigido’r eitemau pwysicaf ar gyfer eu defnyddio’n ehangach, ac 
mae’r Llyfrgell yn edrych ymlaen at gydweithio gyda’n partneriaid yn 
Tsieina i wireddu hyn.

Adeiladu’r Dyfodol: Y Gronfa Gasgliadau
Yn ystod y flwyddyn fe sefydlwyd ein Cronfa Casgliadau newydd, sy’n 
gwahodd cyfraniadau rheolaidd, a’i phwrpas yw ein galluogi i brynu 
eitemau o bwysigrwydd mawr i’r genedl i’n casgliadau, er mwyn 
eu diogelu o dan ofal arbenigol y Llyfrgell ar gyfer cenedlaethau’r 
dyfodol. Bydd hyn yn sicrhau ein gallu i brynu a diogelu eitemau 
pwysig a ddaw ar y farchnad. Ein gobaith yw y bydd y gronfa yn 
tyfu’n adnodd defnyddiol trwy haelioni cefnogwyr y Llyfrgell. Rydym 
yn ddiolchgar iawn i’r unigolion hynny sydd eisoes yn cyfrannu’n 
rheolaidd i’r Gronfa.

Newyddion o Lyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru
News from The National Library of Wales

The Welsh Music Archive
In September 2017, the Welsh Music Archive Programme was 
launched. The Library is particularly pleased that Merêd Evans and 
Phyllis Kinney’s archive, which includes a lifetime of research into 
traditional music, has come to the Library, and is grateful to the family 
for kindly donating the collection to our care. The priority for our 
Welsh Music Archive Programme will be to provide anyone wishing 
to learn more about folk music with access to this new resource, and 
to provide online access. Merêd and Phyllis’ archive reflects their 
exhaustive knowledge of traditional music and also provides a route 
to further study of other collections at the Library such as the J. Lloyd 
Williams collection, one of the founders of Cymdeithas Alawon Gwerin 
Cymru (The Welsh Folk-Song Society), and the Maria Jane Williams 
collection (a pioneer in recording folk songs).

Hedd Wyn Project
As part of our continuing programme of workshops and educational 
resources for pupils and students, one of the Library’s priorities during 
the year was to continue supporting the Welsh Government’s Fusion 
Programme. An example of this work was a project sponsored by the 
ScottishPower Foundation to commemorate the centenary of the 
death of the poet Hedd Wyn.
During the project, over 800 pupils engaged in 26 workshops, and 
another 1,200 viewed the facsimile of the ode entitled Yr Arwr. To 
close the project, a dramatised event was held at the Library to 
commemorate Hedd Wyn and the tens of thousands of Welshmen 
and women lost during the Great War. On the Thursday evening before 
Remembrance Sunday, a video containing images of the poet and 
pupils from Ysgol Bro Hedd Wyn and Mr Gerald Williams MBE, Hedd 
Wyn’s nephew, reciting Hedd Wyn’s Rhyfel, were projected on a huge 
scale on the face of the National Library. Seeing an image of Hedd Wyn 
projected onto the building was a totally sobering and unforgettable 
experience for the audience, and served as a significant reminder of 
the horrors of war and the magnitude of our loss as a nation.

The President’s China Visit
As part of a Welsh Government trade and culture mission, our 
President, Rhodri Glyn Thomas, visited Shanghai and Hong Kong. 
During the visit it was agreed that the Library would join Shanghai 
Library’s International Programme, Window on Shanghai. We also took 
the opportunity to present an elegantly bound copy of the Hawkes 
Collection catalogue to the Director of the Shanghai Library, Mr Chen 
Chao. The Library has been collaborating with the Confucius Institute 
in Wales to provide students and researchers with opportunities to 
access material from the Hawkes Collection. The Library was fortunate 
to receive the Hawkes Collection in 1983, when Professor David 
Hawkes, a distinguished scholar from Oxford University, bequeathed 
the whole of his library of 4,500 books to the Library. The collection 
is recognised as containing very significant items which are now rare 
in Chinese library collections. We intend to produce a bilingual online 
catalogue for this Collection and to digitise the most significant items 
to ensure their wider use. The Library looks forward to collaborating 
with our partners in China to realise this ambition.

Building the Future: The Collections Fund
During the year, we established our new Collections Fund inviting 
regular contributions to enable us to purchase items of great 
significance to the nation for our collections. This will ensure that 
we can purchase and preserve significant items which appear at 
short notice on the market. We hope that it will grow to be a valuable 
resource thanks to the kindness of the Library’s generous supporters. 
We are very grateful to those individuals who already contribute 
regularly to the Fund.
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Adolygiad Llyfr
Book Review

(My own mother was born in 1908 when women had no voting 
rights. In 1929, when she was twenty-one, she was part of the first 
generation of women with a full franchise. In no small part this was 
due to the tireless campaigning of women like Margaret Wynne 
Nevinson and Edith Picton-Turberville.) 

The range of these women’s interests and their energy in pursuing 
them is well illustrated in the life of Margaret Haig Thomas, Lady 
Rhondda, who inherited her title from her father, the wealthy 
industrialist D. A. Thomas. She founded and edited the influential 
journal Time and Tide, became the first female president of the 
Institute of Directors, held numerous directorships, was the first 
woman president of a Welsh college (University College of South 
Wales and Monmouthshire), sat on committees connected with 
health and social reform, and was deeply committed to gender 
equality.

These were remarkable people by any standards, none more so 
than the Rhŷs sisters, Myvanwy and Olwen, the daughters of Sir 
John Rhŷs, who held the first Chair of Celtic at Oxford University, 
and Lady Elspeth Rhŷs. Their parents were suffragists and 
supporters of liberal causes, including the education of women. 
Welsh speakers themselves, they brought up their daughters 
speaking Welsh, as well as French and German. (Typically, when 
Olwen travelled to Serbia to work on relief at the end of WW1, 
the first thing she did was learn Serbian.) Myvanwy studied at 
Cambridge and Olwen at Oxford though neither was allowed to 
take a degree in that hidebound world – Myvanwy got her degree 

in Classics recognised at the more 
enlightened Trinity College, Dublin. 
The sisters were active suffragists, 
taught, published, did voluntary 
work during the War, and were 
independently and critically minded. 
They were also not without a 
sense of satire – staying at the 
Pioneer Club, while doing research 
in London, Myvanwy wrote that it 
was ‘a dismal hole – so dark and 
full of gushing ladies who love one 
another.’

Rocking the Boat is the result of deep 
and wide-ranging scholarship as 
the numerous end notes attest, but 
Angela John writes with a refreshing 
elegance which makes this book a 
pleasure to read. All of these women 
deserve to be better known and 
celebrated in Wales, and this is an 
excellent place to learn about them.

(Ganwyd fy mam i yn 1908 pan nad oedd gan fenywod yr hawl i 
bleidleisio. Yn 1929, pan oedd hi’n un ar hugain, roedd hi’n rhan o’r 
genhedlaeth gyntaf o fenywod a gafodd etholfraint lawn. I raddau 
helaeth iawn roedd hyn yn ffrwyth ymgyrchu diflino menywod fel 
Margaret Wynne Nevinson ac Edith Picton-Turberville.)

Mae ystod diddordebau’r menywod hyn a’u hegni wrth eu dilyn yn 
cael ei ddarlunio’n dda ym mywyd Margaret Haig Thomas, y Fonesig 
Rhondda, a etifeddodd ei theitl oddi wrth ei thad, y diwydiannwr 
cefnog, D. A. Thomas. Sefydlodd a golygodd y cylchgrawn dylanwadol 
Time and Tide, hi hefyd oedd llywydd benywaidd cyntaf Sefydliad y 
Cyfarwyddwyr, bu’n dal nifer o swyddi fel cyfarwyddwraig, hi oedd 
y fenyw gyntaf i’w phenodi yn llywydd ar goleg yng Nghymru (Coleg 
Prifysgol De Cymru a Sir Fynwy), bu’n aelod o bwyllgorau’n gysylltiedig 
ag iechyd a diwygio cymdeithasol ac roedd hi’n gwbl ymroddedig i 
gydraddoldeb rhywedd.

Pobl ryfeddol oedd y rhain o ran unrhyw linyn mesur, a neb yn fwy felly 
na’r chwiorydd Rhŷs, Myvanwy ac Olwen. Roeddent yn ferched i John 
Rhŷs, y cyntaf i ddal y Gadair Geltaidd ym Mhrifysgol Rhydychen, a’r 
Fonesig Elspeth Rhŷs. Roedd eu rhieni yn swffragwyr a chefnogwyr 
achosion rhyddfrydig gan gynnwys addysg i fenywod. A hwythau’n 
siaradwyr Cymraeg, magwyd eu merched ganddynt i siarad Cymraeg 
yn ogystal â Ffrangeg ac Almaeneg. (Yn nodweddiadol, pan deithiodd 
Olwen i Serbia i gynorthwyo’r trueiniaid, y peth cyntaf a wnaeth oedd 
dysgu Serbeg). Astudiodd Myvanwy yng  Nghaergrawnt ac Olwen 
yn Rhydychen er na chafodd y naill na’r llall yr hawl i raddio o fewn 
yr amgylchfyd rhagfarnllyd hwnnw. Cafodd gradd Myvanwy yn y 
Clasuron ei chydnabod yng ngholeg 
mwy goleuedig Y Drindod, Dulyn. 
Roedd y ddwy chwaer yn swffragwyr 
gweithgar, yn addysgu, cyhoeddi a 
gwneud gwaith gwirfoddol yn ystod 
y Rhyfel gan amlygu annibyniaeth 
barn. Roeddent hefyd yn meddu ar 
y ddawn o ddychanu. Wrth aros yng 
Nghlwb y Pioneer yn ystod eu cyfnod 
o astudiaethau ymchwil yn Llundain, 
ysgrifennodd Myvanwy ei fod ‘yn 
dwll diflas – mor dywyll ac yn llawn o 
fenywod ffuantus sy’n caru ei gilydd.’

Mae Rocking the Boat yn ffrwyth 
ysgolheictod trylwyr ac eang fel y 
tystia’r nodiadau ar y diwedd ond 
mae Angela John yn ysgrifennu gyda 
ffresni coeth sy’n golygu bod y gyfrol 
hon yn bleser i’w darllen. Mae pob 
un o’r menywod hyn yn haeddu eu 
hadnabod yn well a’u clodfori fwyfwy 
yng Nghymru, a dyma fan rhagorol i 
ddysgu amdanynt.

Rocking the Boat: Welsh Women Who 
Championed Equality 1840-1990 
Angela V. John 
Parthian Books, Cardigan 
Hardback, 210x138 mm, 330 pages 
ISBN: 9781912109500 (1912109506)

Rocking the Boat: Welsh Women Who 
Championed Equality 1840-1990 
Angela V. John 
Parthian Books, Aberteifi 
Clawr Caled, 210x138 mm, 330 tudalen 
ISBN: 9781912109500 (1912109506)

Adolygiad Llyfr
Book Review

Rocking the Boat: Welsh Women Who Championed 
Equality 1840-1990 by Angela V. John was 
published in March 2018. Here is a review by 
John Barnie from www.gwales.com, with the 
permission of the Welsh Books Council.
The year 2018, as everyone must know, marks the centenary 
of women’s right to vote, albeit in a limited form – you had to 
be over 30 and either a property occupier or married to one. 
Full enfranchisement only came ten years later with the Equal 
Franchise Act of 1928. Rocking the Boat is published, therefore, at 
an apposite moment, though as the subtitle implies, its brief goes 
beyond the issue of voting rights.

It is in fact a biographical study of seven remarkable Welsh women 
who made determined and largely successful assaults on various 
bastions of male power, challenging in the process masculine 
assumptions about women’s ‘place’ in society, and by implication 
what it means to be a woman.

The women are: Frances Hoggan (1843-1927), Lady Rhondda 
(1883-1958), Myvanwy Rhŷs (1874-1945) and her sister Olwen 
Rhŷs (1876-1953), Margaret Wynne Nevinson (1858-1932), Edith 
Picton-Turberville (1872-1960), and Menna Gallie (1919-90). 
Many, perhaps most, of these women will not resonate with Welsh 
readers today because, as Angela John suggests, they lived and 
campaigned for the most part outside Wales, even though they 
were Welsh-identifying in varying degrees.

All except Menna Gallie were born in the nineteenth century and 
came from middle-class or gentry backgrounds, and most were 
well educated, which gave them an advantage in their assault on 
male-dominated professions and their campaigns for equality. 
The obstacles were nonetheless formidable. Francis Hoggan, 
for example, became the first woman in Britain to obtain an MD, 
but she had to travel to Zürich to obtain it, writing and defending 
her thesis there in German. Her husband, George Hoggan, also a 
doctor, supported her search for equality in the medical profession, 
and together they set up a general practice. She was nonetheless 
subject to petty vindictiveness on the part of the profession – 
elected to the British Medical Association, she had her membership 
withdrawn, after a referendum of the (all male) members decided 
against admitting women. Undeterred, she did research most 
notably on the nervous system, and was active in a range of causes, 
from anti-vivisection, health education, dress reform, the health 
care of women in India, to education in Wales – and suffrage.

In fact, one aspect of all these women whose formative years were 
spent in Victorian England is how busy they were, joining societies, 
campaigning for the franchise and also for social and educational 
reform, attending public meetings, publishing pamphlets and 
books, travelling widely abroad. The later nineteenth century may 
have been a time when men in power attempted to keep women 
down, but it was also a time of social and political ferment when 
intelligent, educated women were indeed ‘rocking the boat’, helping 
to create the more equal (at least) world we live in now. 

Cyhoeddwyd Rocking the Boat: Welsh Women Who 
Championed Equality 1840-1990 gan Angela V. John 
ym Mawrth 2018. Dyma gyfieithiad o adolygiad 
John Barnie oddi ar www.gwales.com, trwy 
ganiatâd Cyngor Llyfrau Cymru.
Mae’r flwyddyn 2018, fel y gŵyr pawb mae’n siŵr, yn nodi 
canmlwyddiant hawl menywod i bleidleisio, er taw cyfyngedig oedd 
hynny gan fod rhaid i chi fod dros 30 oed, naill ai’n ddeiliad tŷ neu’n 
briod â deiliad tŷ. Aeth deng mlynedd heibio cyn y cafwyd rhyddfraint 
lawn trwy’r Ddeddf Etholfraint Gydradd, 1928. Felly, mae’n adeg addas 
i gyhoeddi Rocking the Boat, er fel yr awgryma’r is-deitl, mae’r brîff yn 
dangos bod mwy i’r gyfrol na’r pwnc o hawliau pleidleisio.

Mewn gwirionedd, astudiaeth fywgraffyddol sydd yma o saith 
Cymraes nodedig a fu’n ymosod yn gadarn – a chyda chryn lwyddiant 
– ar amryfal gaerau’r grym gwrywaidd gan herio, yn y broses, 
rhagdybiaethau gwrywaidd ynglŷn â ‘lle’ menywod mewn cymdeithas a 
thrwy awgrymiadau yr hyn y mae’n ei olygu i fod yn fenyw.

Y menywod yw: Frances Hoggan (1843-1927), y Fonesig Rhondda 
(1883-1958), Myvanwy Rhŷs (1874-1945) a’i chwaer Olwen Rhŷs 
(1876-1953), Margaret Wynne Nevinson (1858-1932), Edith Picton-
Turberville (1872-1960) a Menna Gallie (1919-90). Ni fydd enwau 
llawer, ac efallai’r mwyafrif, o’r menywod hyn yn canu cloch gyda 
darllenwyr Cymru heddiw am eu bod, fel yr awgryma Angela John, 
yn byw ac yn ymgyrchu y tu allan i Gymru gan mwyaf, er eu bod yn 
uniaethu eu hunain â Chymru, boed hynny i amrywiol raddau.

Cawsant oll eu geni, ac eithrio Menna Gallie, yn y bedwaredd ganrif 
ar bymtheg. Deuent naill ai o gefndir  dosbarth canol neu o dras 
fonheddig. Roedd y mwyafrif ohonynt wedi’u haddysgu’n dda a bu 
hyn o fantais iddynt yn eu hymosodiadau ar broffesiynau a roddai’r lle 
blaenllaw i ddynion ac wrth iddynt ymgyrchu am gydraddoldeb. Serch 
hynny, roedd y rhwystrau a wynebent yn enbyd. Er enghraifft, Francis 
Hoggan oedd y fenyw gyntaf ym Mhrydain i ennill gradd Doethur mewn 
Meddygaeth ond bu’n rhaid iddi deithio i Zürich i’w sicrhau gan orfod 
ysgrifennu a chyfiawnhau ei thraethawd ymchwil yno mewn Almaeneg. 
Cafodd gefnogaeth ei phriod, George Hoggan, yntau hefyd yn feddyg, 
wrth iddi geisio cydraddoldeb o fewn y proffesiwn meddygol, a gyda’i 
gilydd bu iddynt sefydlu practis cyffredinol meddygaeth deulu. Eto i gyd, 
roedd hi’n agored i fân ddialedd ei phroffesiwn. Er iddi gael ei hethol i 
Gymdeithas Feddygol Prydain (y BMA), tynnwyd ei haelodaeth yn ôl yn 
dilyn refferendwm yr aelodau (dynion i gyd) a benderfynodd yn erbyn 
derbyn menywod. Heb wangalonni, aeth ymlaen â’i hymchwil, yn fwyaf 
nodedig i’r system nerfol. Bu’n weithgar gydag amryw o achosion, yn eu 
plith, gwrth-fywddyraniad, addysg iechyd, diwygio gwisg, gofal iechyd 
menywod yn Yr India, addysg yng Nghymru – a’r hawl i bleidleisio.

Yn wir, un agwedd ar y menywod hyn i gyd – a dreuliodd eu 
blynyddoedd ffurfiannol yn Lloegr Oes Fictoria – oedd pa mor brysur 
yr oeddent, yn ymuno â chymdeithasau, ymgyrchu am yr etholfraint a 
hefyd am ddiwygio’r gyfundrefn gymdeithasol ac addysgol, yn mynychu 
cyfarfodydd cyhoeddus, cyhoeddi pamffledi a llyfrau ac yn teithio’n 
helaeth dramor. Os oedd diwedd y bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg yn 
adeg pan oedd dynion mewn grym yn ceisio darostwng menywod, 
roedd hefyd yn gyfnod o gynnwrf cymdeithasol a gwleidyddol pan oedd 
menywod deallus, addysgedig yn ddi-os yn ‘siglo’r cwch’  gan helpu i 
greu’r byd mwy cyfartal (o leiaf) rydym yn byw ynddo heddiw. 



Dydd Sadwrn 24 Tachwedd  2.00pm
Yr Athro Russell Deacon
Roedd gan dri Phrif Weinidog etholaethau 
seneddol yng Nghymru, sef David Lloyd 
George, Ramsay MacDonald a James 
Callaghan. Erbyn heddiw, prin yw’r sôn 
am MacDonald a Callaghan, ond erys enw 
Lloyd George yn gyson, bron, ar wefusau 
gwleidyddion yn y Deyrnas Unedig ac ar draws 
y byd. Nid ei statws fel ‘y gŵr a enillodd y 
rhyfel’ yn unig sy’n gyfrifol am hyn. Roedd 
Lloyd George yn llawer mwy nag arweinydd 
rhyfel; roedd yn ddiwygiwr cymdeithasol, 
yn grëwr cenhedloedd, yn arweinydd i’r 
holl bleidiau gwleidyddol ac, ar adegau, yn 
arweinydd heb yr un blaid wleidyddol. Yr 
Athro Russell Deacon, Cadeirydd Cymdeithas 
Lloyd George, fydd yn edrych ar hanes Lloyd 
George ei hun, ac yn esbonio rhywfaint hefyd 
am ffraethineb a doethineb yr areithiwr 
gwleidyddol hynod o bwerus hwn. Dyma ŵr a 
ddisgrifiwyd gan Winston Churchill fel y Cymro 
pwysicaf ers y Tuduriaid. Bydd y cyflwyniad 
hefyd yn cynnwys darlleniadau dethol o 
ysgrifau ac areithiau Lloyd George ei hun.
Mynediad trwy docyn £4.00,  
am ddim i Gyfeillion y Llyfrgell.
Digwyddiad trwy gyfrwng y Saesneg.
01970 632 548
digwyddiadau.llyfrgell.cymru 

Saturday 24 November  2.00pm
Professor Russell Deacon
Three Prime Ministers held their 
parliamentary constituencies in Wales, David 
Lloyd George, Ramsay MacDonald and James 
Callaghan. MacDonald and Callaghan today 
are rarely mentioned but Lloyd George’s name 
remains almost constantly on politicians’ lips 
in the UK and across the world. This was not 
just because he was ‘the man who won the 
war’. Lloyd George was much more than a 
war leader, he was a social reformer, creator 
of nations, leader of all political parties and 
at times a leader with no political party. 
Professor Russell Deacon, Chair of the Lloyd 
George Society, will look not only at Lloyd 
George’s own record but explore something of 
the wit and wisdom of this most powerful of 
political orators, a man described by Winston 
Churchill as the greatest Welshman since 
the Tudors. The talk will also include selected 
readings from Lloyd George’s own writings 
and speeches.
Admission by ticket £4.00,  
free to NLW Friends. 
Event held in English. 
01970 632 548 
events.library.wales 

David Lloyd George 
Y gwir yn erbyn y byd  
The truth against the world

Digwyddiadau
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Dydd Gwener 2 Tachwedd  5.30pm
Darlith Flynyddol  
Yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig
Y Parchg Ddr D. Ben Rees
Ar ôl ennill Etholiad Cyffredinol 1945, mentrodd 
Clement Attlee ddewis Aneurin Bevan, un o’i 
feirniaid llymaf, yn Weinidog Iechyd. Er nad oedd 
erioed wedi ysgwyddo unrhyw gyfrifoldeb mewn 
Llywodraeth nac yn yr Wrthblaid, daeth yn un o 
weinidogion mwyaf llwyddiannus y Cabinet. Bydd y 
ddarlith hon yn olrhain ei berthynas â Chymdeithas 
Cymorth Meddygol Tredegar a roddodd iddo 
weledigaeth sosialaidd i greu Gwasanaeth Iechyd 
Gwladol. Gyda’i ddawn i gyflwyno ei athroniaeth 
i’r gweision sifil a’r cyfryngau, a’i athrylith i ddeall 
cymhlethdodau’r cynllun iechyd, estynnodd 
egwyddor Tredegar i bob cwr o’r Deyrnas Unedig 
erbyn 5 Gorffennaf 1948.
Mynediad am ddim trwy docyn.
Digwyddiad trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg;  
darperir cyfieithu ar y pryd .
01970 632 548
digwyddiadau.llyfrgell.cymru 

Friday 2 November  5.30pm
The Welsh Political Archive  
Annual Lecture
The Revd Dr D. Ben Rees
After winning the 1945 General Election, Clement 
Attlee decided to choose Aneurin Bevan, one 
of his harshest critics, as Minister of Health. 
Although he had never taken any responsibility in 
Government or Opposition, he became one of the 
most successful Cabinet ministers. This lecture will 
trace his relationship with the Tredegar Medical 
Aid Society which gave him a socialist vision to 
create a National Health Service. With his talent 
in introducing his philosophy to the civil servants 
and the media and a genius in understanding the 
complications of the health plan, he extended the 
Tredegar principle throughout the United Kingdom 
by 5 July 1948.
Free admission by ticket. 
Event held in Welsh; simultaneous  
translation provided. 
01970 632 548 
events.library.wales 

Aneurin Bevan, Pensaer y Gwasanaeth  
Iechyd Gwladol (1945–1948) 

Dydd Iau 8 Tachwedd  1.00pm
Elin Jones AC
Gan mlynedd ers i rai menywod ennill y 
bleidlais am y tro cyntaf, Llywydd y Cynulliad 
ac AC Ceredigion, Elin Jones, fydd yn trafod 
cyfraniad menywod i Gynulliad Cenedlaethol 
Cymru dros yr ugain mlynedd diwethaf. Mi 
fydd hefyd yn pwyso a mesur y rhesymau 
pam nad yw’r cyfraniadau hyn yn derbyn y 
sylw y maent yn ei haeddu a’r heriau sy’n 
dal i fodoli wrth sicrhau mwy o wleidyddion 
benywaidd.
Mynediad am ddim trwy docyn.
Digwyddiad trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg;  
darperir cyfieithu ar y pryd .
01970 632 548
digwyddiadau.llyfrgell.cymru 

Thursday 8 November  1.00pm
Elin Jones AM
One hundred years since some women won 
the vote for the first time, the Presiding 
Officer of the National Assembly for Wales, 
and Ceredigion AM, Elin Jones, will discuss 
the contribution of women to the National 
Assembly over the last twenty years. The 
talk will also take into account the reasons 
why these contributions do not attract the 
attention they deserve and the continuing 
challenge of securing more female politicians.

Free admission by ticket. 
Event held in Welsh; simultaneous  
translation provided. 
01970 632 548 
events.library.wales 

Adrodd Ein Stori – 20 mlynedd o fenywod  
yn codi llais, llywodraethu a chreu newid  
yn ein Cynulliad Cenedlaethol 
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