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The Welsh Political Archive was set up in 1983 to 
co-ordinate the collection of documentary evidence 
of all kinds about politics in Wales. It collects the 
records and papers of political parties, politicians, 
quasi-political organisations, campaigns and pressure 
groups; leaflets, pamphlets and other printed 
ephemera; posters and photographs; websites and 
tapes of radio and television programmes. Its work 
is not restricted to a specific department within the 
Library.

In accordance with The National Library of Wales’ 
Collection Development Policy, The Welsh Political 
Archive collects the personal papers of politicians who 
have played an important role in the life of the nation 
and individuals with a high profile for campaigning on 
national or international issues.

We collect:

•	 the papers of Members of the UK Parliament, 
Members of the Senedd, Members of the 
European Parliament and Lords if they have for 
example held positions such as Secretary of State, 
party leader, minister, senior committee chair; we 
do not usually collect the papers of other elected 
members or constituency papers

•	 the national archives of political parties (e.g. 
Labour Party Wales Archives) but we no longer 
collect the regional or branch papers of political 
parties (e.g. Records of Abergavenny Labour Party)

•	 archives of national pressure groups and groups 
which campaign on national issues

•	 election ephemera from all constituencies in 
Wales for national elections and referenda 
including elections for Police and Crime 
Commissioners. We do not collect material related 
to elections to local authorities.

Coronavirus
Due to the Covid-19 emergency the National Library 
of Wales was closed to the public for several months 
in 2020 and staff were unable to work in the building. 
This naturally restricted the collecting, cataloguing, 
promotions and outreach work which the Welsh 
Political Archive could accomplish during the year, 
although work on the programme continued as much 
as possible.

YR ARCHIF WLEIDYDDOL GYMREIG
THE WELSH POLITICAL ARCHIVE

Sefydlwyd yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn 1983 i 
gydlynu’r gwaith o gasglu tystiolaeth ddogfennol 
o bob math am wleidyddiaeth Cymru. Cesglir 
cofysgrifau a phapurau pleidiau gwleidyddol, 
gwleidyddion, mudiadau lled-wleidyddol, 
ymgyrchoedd a charfanau pwyso; taflenni, pamffledi 
ac effemera printiedig eraill; posteri a ffotograffau; 
gwefannau a thapiau o raglenni radio a theledu. Ni 
chyfyngir ei gweithgareddau i un adran o fewn y 
Llyfrgell.

Yn unol â Pholisi Datblygu Casgliadau Llyfrgell 
Genedlaethol Cymru, mae’r Archif Wleidyddol 
Gymreig yn casglu papurau personol gwleidyddion 
sydd wedi chwarae rhan bwysig ym mywyd y genedl 
ac unigolion sydd â phroffil uchel oherwydd gwaith 
ymgyrchu ar faterion cenedlaethol neu ryngwladol.

Rydym yn casglu:

•	 papurau Aelodau Senedd y DG, Aelodau Senedd 
Cymru, Aelodau Senedd Ewrop ac Arglwyddi 
os ydynt, er enghraifft wedi gwasanaethu 
fel Ysgrifennydd Gwladol, arweinydd plaid 
wleidyddol, gweinidog, cadeirydd pwyllgor 
blaenllaw;  nid ydym fel arfer yn casglu papurau 
aelodau etholedig eraill na phapurau etholaethol

•	 archifau cenedlaethol pleidiau gwleidyddol (e.e. 
Archifau Plaid Lafur Cymru) ond nid ydym bellach 
yn casglu archifau canghennau a rhanbarthau 
pleidiau gwleidyddol (e.e. Cofnodion Plaid Lafur 
y Fenni)

•	 archifau carfannau pwyso cenedlaethol, a 
grwpiau sy’n ymgyrchu ar faterion gwleidyddol o 
bwys cenedlaethol

•	 effemera etholiadol o bob etholaeth yng 
Nghymru ar gyfer etholiadau a refferenda 
cenedlaethol gan gynnwys etholiadau 
Comisiynwyr yr Heddlu a Throseddu. Nid ydym 
yn casglu deunydd yn ymwneud ag awdurdodau 
lleol.

Coronafeirws
Oherwydd argyfwng Covid-19 caewyd Llyfrgell 
Genedlaethol Cymru i’r cyhoedd am sawl mis yn 
2020 ac ni allai’r staff weithio yn yr adeilad. Roedd 
hyn yn naturiol yn cyfyngu ar y gwaith casglu, 
catalogio, hyrwyddo ac ymestyn allan y byddai’r 
Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig fel arfer yn ei gyflawni yn 
ystod y flwyddyn, er bod gwaith ar y rhaglen wedi 
mynd yn ei flaen cymaint â phosibl.
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DERBYNIADAU 
NEWYDD

NEW  
ACQUISITIONS

Rhoddwyd 9 bocs o bapurau i’r Llyfrgell yn ymwneud 
â bywyd a gyrfa Syr Guildhaume Myrddin-Evans gan 
ei deulu. Roedd Myrddin-Evans yn uwch was sifil a 
wasanaethodd yn ysgrifenyddiaeth bersonol Lloyd 
George yn ystod y Rhyfel Mawr, y Trysorlys rhwng y 
ddau ryfel ac yn y Weinyddiaeth Lafur ac yn cynghori 
Llywodraeth yr Unol Daleithiau yn ystod yr Ail Ryfel 
Byd cyn dod yn gynrychiolydd y DU i’r Sefydliad Llafur 
Rhyngwladol.

Mae’r papurau’n cynnwys toreth o ohebiaeth 
bersonol gyda ffigurau allweddol yn y DU a Sefydliad 
y Cenhedloedd Unedig ynghyd â memoranda ac 
adroddiadau diddorol, ffotograffau ac effemera sy’n 
taflu goleuni nid yn unig ar ei yrfa a’i ddull o weithio 
ond hefyd ar ffordd o fyw uwch was sifil. Ynghyd 
ag eitemau fel pasbort diplomyddol Sefydliad y 
Cenhedloedd Unedig, mae papurau sy’n gysylltiedig 
â’i rôl ar Gomisiwn Llywodraeth Leol i Gymru a 
gyflwynodd adroddiad yn 1963. Mae’r rhain yn 
rhoi cipolwg diddorol ar waith awdurdodau lleol 
yng Nghymru yn ystod y cyfnod. (Sir Guildhaume 
Myrddin-Evans Papers).

MAE’R ARCHIF WLEIDYDDOL WEDI LLWYDDO I DDERBYN NIFER 
O ARCHIFAU DIDDOROL YN YSTOD Y FLWYDDYN DDIWETHAF.

THE POLITICAL ARCHIVE HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN ACQUIRING 
A NUMBER OF INTERESTING ARCHIVES DURING THE PAST YEAR.

The Library was kindly donated 9 boxes of papers 
relating to the life and career of Sir Guildhaume 
Myrddin-Evans by his family. Myrddin-Evans was 
a senior civil servant who served in Lloyd George’s 
personal secretariat during the Great War, the Treasury 
between the wars and at the Ministry of Labour 
and advising the US Government during the Second 
World War before becoming UK Representative to the 
International Labour Organisation.

The papers include a wealth of personal 
correspondence with key figures in the UK and the 
UNO along with fascinating memos and reports, 
photographs and ephemera which shed light not only 
on his career, his method of work and the lifestyle of 
a senior civil servant. Along with items such as a UNO 
diplomatic passport are papers related to his role on 
the Local Government Commission for Wales which 
reported in 1963. These give a fascinating insight into 
the working of local authorities in Wales in the period. 
(Sir Guildhaume Myrddin-Evans Papers).

SIR GUILDHAUME MYRDDIN-EVANS PAPERS



MANIFFESTO
MANIFESTO  
51

DAVID LLOYD GEORGE 
(COALITION LIBERAL 
ORGANISTION) PAPERS 
Bu’r Llyfrgell yn ffodus i brynu casgliad o bapurau yn 
ymwneud â David Lloyd George a grëwyd gan gasglwr 
preifat. Archif George Scovell, a wasanaethodd fel 
Ysgrifennydd Cyffredinol Sefydliad Rhyddfrydwyr 
y Glymblaid, a ddaeth yn ddiweddarach yn Blaid 
Ryddfrydol Genedlaethol yw’r rhan fwyaf o’r casgliad. 
Mae’r archif yn ymwneud yn bennaf â’r cyfnod pan 
oedd Lloyd George yn Brif Weinidog ac mae’n cynnwys 
gohebiaeth ar faterion pleidiol, adroddiadau ar 
ymgyrchoedd a chyflwr y blaid mewn gwahanol rannau 
o’r DG yn ogystal â nifer o friffiau dyddiol a baratowyd 
ar gyfer Lloyd George ar wasg y dydd. Mae hwn yn 
ychwanegiad pwysig at gasgliadau Lloyd George yn 
LlGC gan ei fod yn ymwneud â chyfnod ac agwedd o yrfa 
Lloyd George na roddwyd cymaint o sylw iddynt mewn 
casgliadau eraill ac mae’n cynnwys cyfeiriadau diddorol 
at bapurau eraill a gafwyd yn ddiweddar gan gynnwys 
y Rev J T Rhys (Margaret Lloyd George) Papers. (David 
Lloyd George (Coalition Liberal Organisation) Papers).

The Library was fortunate to purchase a collection 
of papers related to David Lloyd George created by 
a private collector. The bulk of the collection is the 
archive of George Scovell, who served as General 
Secretary of the Coalition Liberal Organisation, which 
later became the National Liberal Party. The archive 
mostly relates to the period when Lloyd George was 
Prime Minister and contains correspondence on party 
issues, reports on campaigns and the state of party 
organisation in various parts of the UK as well as a 
number of daily briefings prepared for Lloyd George 
on the day’s press. This is an important addition to 
the Lloyd George collections at  NLW as it relates 
to a period and topic in Lloyd George’s career which 
is not so well covered in other collections and has 
interesting references to other recently acquired 
papers including the Rev J T Rhys (Margaret Lloyd 
George) Papers. (David Lloyd George (Coalition Liberal 
Organisation) Papers).

Casglwyd ychwanegiad sylweddol at Bapurau Ann Clwyd 
(Maniffesto 46) o Senedd y DG yn fuan cyn Etholiad Cyffredinol 
y DG ym Mis Rhagfyr 2019. Mae’r ychwanegiad yn cynnwys 
papurau sy’n gysylltiedig â datblygu rhyngwladol, materion 
tramor, gwerthu arfau, Irac, llafur plant ac iechyd. Oherwydd 
ei natur sensitif, nid yw llawer o’r deunydd hwn ar gael i 
ddarllenwyr ar hyn o bryd, ond rydym yn gweithio gyda 
phartneriaid i sicrhau cyllid i asesu a chatalogio’r casgliad pwysig 
hwn yn llawn. (Ychwanegiad at Rt. Hon. Ann Clwyd MP Papers).

A substantial addition to the Ann Clwyd Papers (Manifesto 46) 
was collected from Parliament shortly before the UK General 
Election in December 2019. (Rt. Hon. Ann Clwyd MP Papers). 
The addition includes papers related international development, 
foreign affairs, arms sales, Iraq, child labour and health. Due 
to its sensitive nature, much of this material is not available to 
readers at present, but we are working with partners to secure 
funding to fully assess and catalogue this important collection. 
(Addition to the Rt. Hon. Ann Clwyd MP Papers).

YCHWANEGIAD AT RT. HON. ANN CLWYD MP PAPERS
ADDITION TO THE RT. HON. ANN CLWYD MP PAPERS
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OWEN JOHN THOMAS 
PAPERS
Rhoddwyd archif sylweddol o bapurau Owen John 
Thomas, gwleidydd blaenllaw Plaid Cymru,  i’r 
Llyfrgell ym mis Rhagfyr 2019. Mae’r papurau yn 
ymwneud â gwaith Thomas fel Aelod Cynulliad dros 
Ganol De Cymru rhwng 1999 a 2007, Llefarydd 
yr Wrthblaid dros Ddiwylliant, fel cynghorydd 
lleol, rolau ac ymgyrchoedd o fewn Plaid Cymru, 
ei ddiddordebau yn yr undeb llafur a’i gysylltiad â 
Chlwb Ifor Bach yng Nghaerdydd. Mae’n siŵr y bydd 
y casgliad hwn o ddiddordeb arbennig i’r rheini sy’n 
astudio blynyddoedd cynnar datganoli yng Nghymru. 
(Owen John Thomas Papers).

A substantial archive of papers of the prominent Plaid 
Cymru politician, Owen John Thomas were donated 
to the Library in December 2019. The papers relate to 
Thomas’ work as Assembly Member for South Wales 
Central between 1999 and 2007, Shadow Minister 
for Culture, as a local councillor, roles and campaigns 
within Plaid Cymru, his trade union interests and his 
involvement in Clwb Ifor Bach in Cardiff. This collection 
will no doubt be of special interest to those studying 
the early years of devolution in Wales. (Owen John 
Thomas Papers).

ANN JONES AM 
(WOMENS ARCHIVE OF 
WALES) PAPERS
Fel un o bartneriaid y prosiect Gwir Gofnod o Gyfnod/
Setting the Record Straight sy’n cael ei arwain gan Archif 
Menywod Cymru, derbyniodd Yr Archif Wleidyddol 
Gymreig yr archif gyntaf yn cynnwys papurau Ann 
Jones, Aelod Llafur o Senedd Cymru dros Ddyffryn 
Clwyd. Mae’r archif hon yn manylu ar yr ymgyrch a 
arweiniwyd gan Ann Jones ar ddiogelwch tân domestig 
ac yn benodol y ddeddfwriaeth sy’n ei gwneud yn 
ofynnol i osod systemau chwistrellu mewn adeiladau 
newydd neu gartrefi a addaswyd yn helaeth yng 
Nghymru. Mae’n cynnwys deunydd sy’n gysylltiedig 
â seminarau diogelwch tân, astudiaethau achos o 
ddeddfwriaeth debyg mewn gwledydd eraill, areithiau, 
gohebiaeth a drafftiau o ddeddfwriaeth ac mae’n 
gofnod diddorol iawn o’r broses sy’n sail i’r darn cyntaf 
o ddeddfwriaeth sylfaenol a noddwyd gan aelod o’r 
meinciau cefn i’w basio yng Nghynulliad Cenedlaethol 
Cymru. (Ann Jones AM (Women’s Archive of Wales) 
Papers).

The first archive to be received as part of the Gwir 
Gofnod o Gyfnod/Setting the Record Straight project, 
led by the Women’s Archive of Wales and which the 
Welsh Political Archive is a partner (Manifesto 50) 
comprised the papers of Ann Jones, Labour MS for the 
Vale of Clwyd. This archive details the campaign led 
by Ann Jones on domestic fire safety and specifically 
the legislation requiring sprinklers to be fitted in new 
build or substantially modified dwellings in Wales. 
It includes material related to fire safety seminars, 
case studies of similar legislation in other countries, 
speeches, correspondence and drafts of legislation 
and is a fascinating record of the process behind 
the first piece of primary legislation sponsored by a 
back-bencher to be passed in the National Assembly 
for Wales (Ann Jones AM (Women’s Archive of Wales) 
Papers).
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SIR DAVID 
TREHARNE 
LLEWELLYN PAPERS
Roedd y Llyfrgell yn ffodus i brynu archif 
fechan o ohebiaeth ac effemera yn 
ymwneud â gyrfa wleidyddol Syr David 
Treharne Llewellyn, yr AS Ceidwadol dros 
Ogledd Caerdydd rhwng 1950 a 1959. 
Yn dilyn buddugoliaeth y Ceidwadwyr yn 
Etholiad Cyffredinol 1951 fe’i penodwyd 
yn is-ysgrifennydd yn y Swyddfa Gartref 
gyda chyfrifoldeb dros faterion Cymreig; 
roedd hon yn swydd newydd yn dilyn 
penodiad David Maxwell-Fyfe fel yr 
Ysgrifennydd Cartref a’r Gweinidog 
dros Faterion Cymreig. Mae’r archif yn 
cynnwys gohebiaeth gydag amryw o 
Brif Weinidogion, Ysgrifenyddion Cartref 
a Gweinidogion Cabinet gan gynnwys 
llythyr gan Winston Churchill ar ôl iddo 
ddychwelyd i’r meinciau cefn yn 1953 
oherwydd salwch, yn diolch iddo am 
ei waith ar ran pobl Cymru. (Sir David 
Treharne Llewellyn Papers).

The Library was fortunate to purchase 
a small archive of correspondence 
and ephemera related to the political 
career of Sir David Treharne Llewellyn, 
the Conservative MP for Cardiff North 
between 1950 and 1959. Following the 
Conservative General Election victory 
in 1951 he was appointed as under-
secretary at the Home Office with 
responsibility for Welsh affairs; this was 
a new role and followed the appointment 
of David Maxwell-Fyfe as Home 
Secretary and Minister for Welsh Affairs. 
The archive contains correspondence 
with various Prime Ministers, Home 
Secretaries and cabinet ministers 
including a letter from Winston Churchill 
on his return to the back benches in 
1953 due to ill health, thanking him for 
his work on behalf of the people of Wales 
(Sir David Treharne Llewellyn Papers).

DYDDIADUR IWERDDON

Prynodd y Llyfrgell ddyddiadur gan y Capten H M 
Vaughan o 90fed Catrawd y Troedfilwyr tra’r oedd 
wedi’i leoli ym Marics Ballincollig, gan gynnwys hanes y 
terfysgoedd yng Nghorc gan 5000 o dlodion o amgylch 
Undeb Corc yn ystod Etholiad Cyffredinol 1852 yn 
ogystal â disgrifiadau byw o fywyd yn Iwerddon yn 
union wedi’r newyn mawr. (NLW MS 24165).

IRELAND DIARY

The Library purchased a diary by Capt. H M Vaughan 
of the 90th Light Infantry while he was stationed in 
Ballincollig Barracks, including accounts of the riots in 
Cork by 5000 ‘paupers’ around the Cork Union during 
the 1852 General Election as well as vivid descriptions 
of life in Ireland immediately following the great 
famine. (NLW MS 24165).

PAPURAU PROSIECT 
40Y40V CYMORTH I 
FENYWOD CYMRU
Papurau, posteri, taflenni a ffotograffau ychwanegol, 
rhwng yr 1980au a 2019, yn ymwneud â’r prosiect 
Forty Voices, Forty Years, sy’n dathlu llwyddiannau 
Cymorth i Ferched Cymru dros y pedwar degawd 
diwethaf, adroddiadau blynyddol a deunydd yn 
ymwneud â hyfforddiant, cynadleddau a digwyddiadau. 
(Ychwanegiad at Welsh Women’s Aid (Archif Menywod 
Cymru/Women’s Archive of Wales) Papers).

WELSH WOMEN’S AID 
40Y40V PROJECT  
PAPERS
Additional papers, posters, leaflets and photographs, 
1980s-2019, relating to the Forty Voices, Forty Years 
project, celebrating the achievements of Welsh 
Women’s Aid over the last 4 decades, annual reports 
and material concerning training, conferences and 
events. (Addition to the Welsh Women’s Aid (Archif 
Menywod Cymru/Women’s Archive of Wales) 
Papers).
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LLYTHYR GLADSTONE
Prynwyd llythyr wedi’i ysgrifennu â llaw oddi wrth 
William Ewart Gladstone (1809-1898) at Clarence 
Paget, dyddiedig 24 Rhagfyr 1868 ar bapur a 
phennawd 10 Downing Street yn nodi ‘The Welsh 
have made a notable demonstration in many of 
their elections and one which ought to warn the 
clergy of what they are about’.

GLADSTONE LETTER
The Library recently purchased a hand written 
letter from William Ewart Gladstone (1809-1898) 
to Clarence Paget dated 24 December 1868, on 10 
Downing Street headed notepaper, noting that ‘The 
Welsh have made a notable demonstration in many 
of their elections and one which ought to warn the 
clergy of what they are about’.

DEUNYDD YCHWANEGOL 
A DDERBYNIWYD
Rhoddwyd sawl bocs o ddeunydd gan yr Arglwydd 
Hain i’w hychwanegu at ei archif sylweddol a gedwir 
eisoes yn y Llyfrgell. Mae’r deunydd yn cynnwys 
toriadau o’r wasg, copïau o areithiau, ffeiliau yn 
ymwneud â Morglawdd Hafren, a theyrngedau i’w 
fam, Adelaine Hain. (Ychwanegiad at Peter Hain 
Papers).

Ffeil o ddeunydd a gasglwyd gan y Cynghorydd Phil 
Bale. (Ychwanegiad at Welsh Political Ephemera 
Collection).

Papurau, (c. 1983-2011), Chris Franks, cynghorydd 
ac Aelod Cynulliad Plaid Cymru, gan gynnwys 
deunydd ymgyrchu etholiadol, toriadau o’r wasg a 
chylchlythyrau. (Chris Franks Papers).

Nifer o CDau yn ymwneud â Chymdeithas 
Hanes Plaid Cymru gan gynnwys recordiadau o 
ddarlithoedd, teyrngedau angladdol a hanesion llafar 
(wedi’u trosglwyddo i’r Archif Sgrin a Sain).

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL 
RECEIVED
Several boxes of material were donated by Lord Hain 
to add to his substantial archive already held at the 
Library. The material includes press cuttings, copies 
of speeches, files concerning the Severn Barage, and 
tributes to his mother, Adelaine Hain. (Addition to 
Peter Hain Papers).

A file of material collected by Cllr. Phil Bale.  
(Addition to Welsh Political Ephemera Collection).

Papers, (c. 1983-2011), of Chris Franks, Plaid Cymru 
councillor and Assembly Member, including election 
campaign material, press cuttings and newsletters. 
(Chris Franks Papers).

A number of CDs related to the Plaid Cymru History 
Society including recordings of lectures, eulogies 
and oral histories. (Transferred to Screen and Sound 
Archive).
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YCHWANEGIADAU AT 
GASGLIAD EFFEMERA 
GWLEIDYDDOL CYMRU
Ar ôl yr isetholiadau a’r etholiadau annisgwyl yn 
nhri chwarter cyntaf 2019, daethpwyd ar alw 
rhwydwaith casglu’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig 
unwaith eto ar gyfer yr Etholiad Cyffredinol cyntaf i 
gael ei gynnal ym mis Rhagfyr yn y DG ers 1923. Ni 
chynigiwyd ymgeisydd gan bob un o’r prif bleidiau 
ar gyfer pob etholaeth yng Nghymru, gyda Phlaid 
Cymru, Democratiaid Rhyddfrydol Cymru a Phlaid 
Werdd Cymru yn uno y tu ôl i un ymgeisydd mewn 
etholaethau penodol. Hefyd am y tro cyntaf erioed 
roedd ymgeiswyr gan blaid genedlaetholgar Gymreig 
newydd Gwlad Gwlad, mewn etholaethau lle nad 
oedd ymgeiswyr gan Blaid Cymru.

Etholwyd Llywodraeth Geidwadol gyda mwyafrif o 
80 sedd; cafodd nifer o seddi Llafur Cymru ac unig 
sedd Democratiaid Rhyddfrydol Cymru eu cipio gan y 
Ceidwadwyr.

Derbyniwyd deunydd gan bron pob etholaeth (rydym 
yn dal i chwilio am rywfaint o ddeunydd o Flaenau 
Gwent), casglwyd copïau o faniffestos a chasglodd y 
rhaglen archifo ar y we hefyd gipluniau o wefannau’r 
prif bleidiau a’r ymgeiswyr a ddewiswyd.

Yn ogystal ag effemera etholiadol, crëwyd ffeiliau 
newydd ar gyfer ymgyrchoedd penodol; Yes Cymru 
(C2/16) a deunydd sy’n gysylltiedig ag aelodaeth y 
DG o’r Undeb Ewropeaidd (C3/40). (Welsh Political 
Ephemera Collection).

ADDITIONS TO THE 
WELSH POLITICAL 
EPHEMERA COLLECTION
After the unexpected by-elections and elections in 
the first three quarters of 2019, the Welsh Political 
Archive’s collecting network was once again called 
into action for the UK’s first December General 
Election since 1923. Not all the main parties 
contested all constituencies in Wales with Plaid 
Cymru, the Welsh Liberal Democrats and the Wales 
Green Party uniting behind one candidate in certain 
constituencies. New Welsh nationalist party Gwlad 
Gwlad also stood candidates for the first time, in 
constituencies not contested by Plaid Cymru.

The election returned a Conservative Government 
with an 80 seat majority and several Welsh Labour 
seats and the sole Welsh Liberal Democrat seat were 
captured by the Conservatives.

Material was received from almost all constituencies 
(we are still looking for some material from Blaenau 
Gwent), copies of manifestos were collected and the 
web archiving programme also captured snapshot 
copies of the websites of the main parties and 
selected candidates.

In addition to election ephemera, new files were 
created for specific campaigns; Yes Cymru (C2/16) 
and material related to the UK’s membership of the 
European Union (C3/40). (Welsh Political Ephemera 
Collection).
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CATALOGIO
Mae cau adeilad y Llyfrgell i ddarllenwyr a staff o 
ganlyniad i argyfwng Covid-19 wedi effeithio ar faint 
o waith catalogio a wnaed yn ystod 2020, ond cafodd 
nifer o gasgliadau eu catalogio a’u darparu ar gatalog 
ar-lein y Llyfrgell.

•	 Ann Jones AM (Women’s Archive of Wales) 
Papers - https://archives.library.wales/index.
php/ann-jones-am-womens-archive-of-wales-
papers	

•	 Sir David Treharne Llewellyn Papers -  
https://archives.library.wales/index.php/david-
treharne-llewellyn-papers	

•	 Archif John Eilian - https://archives.library.wales/
index.php/archif-john-eilian	

CATALOGUING
The closure of the Library’s building to readers and 
staff as a result of the Covid-19 emergency has 
affected the amount of cataloguing work undertaken 
during 2020, however a number of collections were 
catalogued and made available on the Library’s online 
catalogue.

•	 Ann Jones AM (Women’s Archive of Wales) 
Papers - https://archives.library.wales/index.
php/ann-jones-am-womens-archive-of-wales-
papers	

•	 Sir David Treharne Llewellyn Papers -  
https://archives.library.wales/index.php/david-
treharne-llewellyn-papers	

•	 Archif John Eilian - https://archives.library.wales/
index.php/archif-john-eilian	

CASGLIAD EFFEMERA 
GWLEIDYDDOL CYMRU

Mae daliadau cyn-1980 o Gasgliad Effemera 
Gwleidyddol Cymru sy’n cynnwys anerchiadau 
etholiadol o mor gynnar â 1837 wedi’u digido ac 
maent bellach ar gael i bori drwyddynt naill ai drwy 
gatalog y Llyfrgell neu drwy’r ganllaw i gasgliadau 
yn yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig fesul thema. Mae’r 
anerchiadau’n cynrychioli ymgeiswyr o’r Blaid 
Ryddfrydol, Plaid y Democratiaid Rhyddfrydol, y 
Blaid Lafur, y Blaid Geidwadol a Phlaid Cymru ac 
yn rhoi cipolwg diddorol ar faterion gwleidyddol 
a strategaethau ymgyrchu. https://www.llyfrgell.
cymru/casgliadau/dysgwch-fwy/archifau/yr-archif-
wleidyddol-gymreig/archifau-fesul-thema

WELSH POLITICAL 
EPHEMERA COLLECTION

The pre 1980 holdings of the Welsh Political 
Ephemera Collection comprising election addresses 
from as early as 1837 have been digitised and are 
now available to browse either via the Library’s 
catalogue or the Welsh Political Archive’s guide 
to collections by theme. The addresses represent 
candidates from the Liberal Party, SDP, Labour Party, 
Conservative Party and Plaid Cymru and provide a 
fascinating insight into political issues and campaign 
strategies. https://www.library.wales/collections/
learn-more/archives/the-welsh-political-archive/
archives-by-theme
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NEWYDDION  
O’R  ARCHIF 

WLEIDYDDOL 
GYMREIG

NEWS FROM THE 
WELSH POLITICAL 

ARCHIVE

CYFARFOD PWYLLGOR 2019
Cynhaliwyd cyfarfod Pwyllgor Ymgynghorol yr Archif 
Wleidyddol Gymreig yn Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru ddydd 
Gwener, 1 Tachwedd 2019.

Derbyniodd y pwyllgor adroddiad ar dderbynion a 
gweithgareddau’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn ystod y 
flwyddyn flaenorol gan gynnwys adneuo cofnodion Grŵp 
Plaid Geidwadol Cymru yng Nghynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru, 
casgliad cartwnau Mumph, Archif Coleg Harlech ac Archif 
Undeb Amaethwyr Cymru.

Cafodd y pwyllgor ddiweddariad hefyd am y prosiect i ddigido 
rhan o Gasgliad Effemera Gwleidyddol Cymru a rhan o bapurau 
Gareth Vaughan Jones.

Roedd nifer o aelodau’r pwyllgor wedi dweud eu bod yn 
dymuno ymddeol fel aelodau o’r pwyllgor a diolchwyd iddynt 
am eu gwasanaeth. Ymddiswyddodd Darren Williams ac Alun 
Burge ac roedd yr Arglwydd Rowlands yn dymuno parhau i fod 
yn aelod gohebu yn unig. Cytunodd y Pwyllgor i wahodd nifer o 
aelodau newydd i ymuno â’r pwyllgor.

Hwn oedd cyfarfod cyntaf y pwyllgor i gael ei gadeirio gan 
Pedr ap Llwyd yn dilyn ei benodiad yn Llyfrgellydd a Phrif 
Weithredwr.

2019 COMMITTEE MEETING
The Welsh Political Archive Advisory Committee meeting was 
held at the National Library of Wales on Friday 1 November 
2019.

The committee received a report on acquisitions and the 
activities of The Welsh Political Archive over the previous year 
including deposit of the records of the Welsh Conservative Party 
Group in the National Assembly for Wales, the Mumph cartoon 
collection, the Coleg Harlech Archive and the archive of the 
Farmers’ Union of Wales.

The committee also received an update on the project to digitise 
part of the Welsh Political Ephemera Collection and part of the 
Gareth Vaughan Jones Papers.

A number of committee members had indicated their wish to 
retire as members of the committee and they were thanked for 
their service. Darren Williams and Alun Burge stood down and 
Lord Rowlands wished to continue as a corresponding member. 
The committee agreed to invite a number of new members to 
join the committee.

This was the first meeting of the committee to be chaired by 
Pedr ap Llwyd following his appointment as Librarian and Chief 
Executive. 

AELODAU NEWYDD PWYLLGOR 
YMGYNGHOROL YR ARCHIF 
WLEIDYDDOL GYMREIG

Mae’n bleser gennym gyhoeddi bod Meic Birtwistle, Cerys 
Furlong, Gareth Howells, Sam Blaxland, Paul Silk a Catrin 
Stevens wedi cytuno i ymuno â’r pwyllgor ac edrychwn ymlaen 
at weithio gyda nhw dros y blynyddoedd nesaf.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE WELSH 
POLITICAL ARCHIVE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

We are delighted to announce that Meic Birtwhistle, Cerys 
Furlong, Gareth Howells, Sam Blaxland, Paul Silk and Catrin 
Stevens have agreed to join the committee and look forward to 
working with them over the next few years.
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DARLITH FLYNYDDOL YR 
ARCHIF WLEIDYDDOL 
GYMREIG 2019
Traddodwyd darlith 2019 i gynulleidfa lawn yn y Drwm gan 
Jane Hutt, AC Llafur dros Fro Morgannwg a’r prif chwip Llafur 
yn y Senedd.

Edrychodd Jane yn ôl dros ei gyrfa wleidyddol, gan ddechrau 
gyda’i hanes teuluol a’i phrofiadau yn ystod ei phlentyndod yn 
Cenia a sut y bu iddynt gyfrannu at ei hagwedd tuag at hiliaeth a’i 
hunaniaeth ei hun, cyn trafod ei gwaith gyda Chymorth i Ferched 
Cymru ac fel cynghorydd sir a’i hetholiad i’r Senedd yn ogystal 
â’r heriau o ddal gafael ar etholaeth ymylol tra ar yr un pryd yn 
gweithredu fel Gweinidog mewn gwahanol bortffolios heriol.

Dywedodd Jane ei bod yn falch o Ddeddf Cenedlaethau’r 
Dyfodol, a thaflodd oleuni ar ei rôl fel ‘un o’r rhai oedd yn trefnu 
materion’ y Blaid Lafur, gan daro bargen gyda’r glymblaid a 
threfnu’r gyllideb. Soniodd hefyd am ei gwaith yn yr amrywiol 
ymgyrchoedd dros ddatganoli i Gymru a’r gwelliannau a ddaeth 
yn sgîl hyn i gynrychiolaeth menywod yn ein gwleidyddiaeth.

Mae’r ddarlith wedi ei chyhoeddi ar dudalennau’r Archif 
Wleidyddol Gymreig; https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/casgliadau/
dysgwch-fwy/archifau/yr-archif-wleidyddol-gymreig/darlith-
flynyddol-yr-archif-wleidyddol-gymreig

2019 WELSH POLITICAL 
ARCHIVE ANNUAL  
LECTURE

The 2019 lecture was delivered to a full audience in the Drwm 
by Jane Hutt, Labour AM for the Vale of Glamorgan and Labour 
Chief Whip in the Senedd. 

Jane looked back over her political career, starting with her 
family history and childhood experiences in Kenya and how 
they shaped her attitudes to racism and her own identity, 
before exploring her work with Welsh Women’s Aid and as a 
county councillor and her election to the Senedd as well as the 
challenges of holding a marginal constituency while at the same 
time acting as a Minister in various challenging portfolios.

Jane spoke of her pride in the Future Generations Act, and 
shed light on her role as one of the Labour Party’s ‘fixers’, 
striking coalition and budget deals. She also spoke about her 
work in the various campaigns for devolution to Wales and the 
improvements this has brought to women’s representation in 
our politics.

The lecture has been published on the pages of The Welsh 
Political Archive; https://www.library.wales/collections/learn-
more/archives/the-welsh-political-archive/the-welsh-political-
archive-annual-lecture

https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/casgliadau/dysgwch-fwy/archifau/yr-archif-wleidyddol-gymreig/darlith-flynyddol-yr-archif-wleidyddol-gymreig
https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/casgliadau/dysgwch-fwy/archifau/yr-archif-wleidyddol-gymreig/darlith-flynyddol-yr-archif-wleidyddol-gymreig
https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/casgliadau/dysgwch-fwy/archifau/yr-archif-wleidyddol-gymreig/darlith-flynyddol-yr-archif-wleidyddol-gymreig
https://www.library.wales/collections/learn-more/archives/the-welsh-political-archive/the-welsh-political-archive-annual-lecture
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YCHWANEGU AT 
WICIPEDIA
Tra buont yn gweithio o gartref o ganlyniad i 
argyfwng Covid-19, manteisiodd staff y Llyfrgell ar 
y cyfle i ddefnyddio deunyddiau print ac adnoddau 
ar-lein i ychwanegu at wybodaeth am hanes 
gwleidyddol Cymru ar Wicipedia/Wikipedia yn y 
Gymraeg a’r Saesneg.

ENRICHING  
WIKIPEDIA
While working from home as a result of the Covid-19 
emergency, Library staff took the opportunity to use 
online and print resources at our disposal to add to 
information on Welsh political history on Wikipedia in 
both English and Welsh.

YN Y CYFRYNGAU
Cafodd Rob Phillips ei gyfweld gan Dei Tomos 
ar ei raglen ar BBC Radio Cymru, a ddarlledwyd 
ar yr 8 Mawrth 2020 a’i holi ynghylch casgliad 
cartwnau gwleidyddol Mumph (Maniffesto 50). 
Edrychodd Dei a Rob yn ôl ar wleidyddiaeth 
Cymru drwy gyfrwng cartwnau, gan nodi sut 
y portreadwyd gwleidyddion megis William 
Hague, Ron Davies, Rhodri Morgan, Alun 
Michael a Christine Gwyther a sut y llwyddodd 
y cartwnau i ddod â helyntion gwleidyddiaeth 
Cymru’n fyw i ddarllenwyr y Western Mail yn 
ystod y 1990au a dechrau’r 2000au.

Hefyd, bu Rob Phillips yn siarad ar raglen Aled 
Hughes, a ddarlledwyd ar Radio Cymru ar 27 
Gorffennaf 2020 am Gareth Vaughan Jones a’r 
eitemau sydd newydd eu digido o’i gasgliad.

IN THE MEDIA
Rob Phillips was interviewed by Dei Tomos 
on his programme on BBC Radio Cymru, 
broadcast on 8 March 2020 on the Mumph 
political cartoon collection (Manifesto 50). Dei 
and Rob looked back on Welsh politics through 
the medium of cartoons, noting how figures 
such as William Hague, Ron Davies, Rhodri 
Morgan, Alun Michael and Christine Gwyther 
were portrayed and how cartoons brought 
the ups and downs of Welsh politics to life for 
readers of the Western Mail during the 1990s 
and early 2000s.

Rob Phillips also spoke on the Aled Hughes 
programme, broadcast on Radio Cymru on 27 
July 2020 about Gareth Vaughan Jones and the 
newly digitised items from his collection.



13

AR EIN CYFRYNGAU 
CYMDEITHASOL

Mae’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig wedi cynnal 
ffrydiau Twitter yn Gymraeg ac yn Saesneg ar hyd 
y flwyddyn. Mae hyn wedi ein galluogi i arddangos 
eitemau newydd a gafwyd a thynnu sylw at 
gasgliadau sydd wedi’u catalogio yn ogystal â 
thynnu sylw at gasgliadau sy’n berthnasol i straeon 
newyddion neu ben-blwyddi. Yn ystod y cyfnod y 
caewyd y Llyfrgell i staff, roedd y ffrydiau’n tynnu 
sylw at rywfaint o’r gwaith yr oedd staff yn gallu ei 
wneud o bell yn ogystal â hyrwyddo ein hadnoddau.

@AWGymreig

Yn ystod y flwyddyn fe baratôdd Rob Phillips nifer 
o eitemau ar gyfer blog Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Cymru ar gasgliadau gwleidyddol y Llyfrgell a 
gweithgareddau’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig.

Ym mis Hydref 2019 ysgrifennodd Rob Phillips flog 
ar Gasgliad Cartwnau Gwleidyddol Mumph o’r enw 
‘Pam fod coeden ar ben Rhodri Morgan?’ gan drafod 
y ffordd y mae Mumph yn portreadu gwleidyddion 
blaenllaw’r cyfnod yn ei gartwnau a sut y bu iddo 
sbarduno ei ddiddordeb mewn gwleidyddiaeth yn y 
cyfnod cyn datganoli.

https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/pam-mae-coeden-ar-
ben-rhodri-morgan/

ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA
The Welsh Political Archive has maintained active 
Twitter feeds in both English and Welsh throughout 
the year. This has allowed us to showcase new 
acquisitions and highlight when collections have 
been catalogued and also to highlight collections 
which are relevant to news stories or anniversaries. 
During the period that the Library was closed to staff 
the feeds highlighted some of the work staff were 
able to carry out remotely and also to promote our 
resources.

@WelshPolArch

During the year Rob Phillips prepared a number of 
items for the National Library of Wales Blog on the 
Library’s political collections and the activities of the 
Welsh Political Archive.

In October 2019 Rob Phillips wrote a blog post on the 
Mumph Political Cartoons Collection entitled Why is 
there a tree on Rhodri Morgan’s head exploring the 
way Mumph portrayed political heavyweights of the 
period in his cartoons and how it sparked his interest 
in politics in the pre-devolution period. 

https://blog.library.wales/why-is-there-a-tree-on-
rhodri-morgans-head/

https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/pam-mae-coeden-ar-ben-rhodri-morgan/
https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/pam-mae-coeden-ar-ben-rhodri-morgan/
https://blog.library.wales/why-is-there-a-tree-on-rhodri-morgans-head/
https://blog.library.wales/why-is-there-a-tree-on-rhodri-morgans-head/
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I nodi 75 o flynyddoedd ers Etholiad Cyffredinol 
1945, ysgrifennodd flog yn cofnodi’r archifau a 
gedwir gan Lyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru yn ymwneud 
â Llywodraeth Lafur 1945-50 gan gynnwys 
ychwanegiadau diweddar megis rhai Jim Griffiths, 
yr Arglwydd Elwyn-Jones ac Arglwydd Macdonald o 
Waenysgor.

https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/etholiad-
cyffredinol-1945/

Hefyd ysgrifennodd Rob Phillips flog yn tynnu sylw at 
y papurau newydd a brynwyd ar Syr David Treharne 
Llewellyn yn sylwi ar ei rôl fer, ond bwysig fel yr Is-
Ysgrifennydd cyntaf yn y Swyddfa Gartref a oedd yn 
gyfrifol am faterion Cymreig.

https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/derbynion-newydd-
papurau-syr-david-treharne-llewellyn/

Yn dilyn y derbyniad cadarnhaol a roddwyd i’r Blogiau 
Fideo y llynedd fel rhan o’r gyfres Stori Cymru, bu 
Rob Phillips yn cyfweld Aelod o’r Senedd dros 
Geredigion a Llywydd Senedd Cymru ar 20 Mawrth 
2020. Trafododd Elin Jones ei hymgyrch gyntaf i 
gael ei hethol i’r Cynulliad Cenedlaethol yn 1999, 
uchafbwyntiau ac isafbwyntiau gyrfa wleidyddol, y 
newidiadau y mae wedi’u gweld dros yr 20 mlynedd 
ddiwethaf a’r datblygiadau y mae’n edrych ymlaen at 
eu gweld yn y dyfodol.

https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/datganoli/

To mark 75 years since the 1945 General Election, 
he also wrote a blog noting the archives held by the 
National Library of Wales related to the 1945-50 
Labout Government including recent additions such 
as those of Jim Griffiths, Lord Elwyn-Jones and Lord 
Macdonald of Gwaenysgor.

https://blog.library.wales/1945-general-election/

Rob Phillips also wrote a blog highlighting the newly 
purchased Sir David Treharne Llewellyn Papers 
highlightling his brief, but significant role as the first 
Under Secretary at the Home Office responsible for 
Welsh affairs.

https://blog.library.wales/new-accessions-papers-of-
sir-david-treharne-llewellyn/

Following the positive reception of the Video Blogs 
last year as part of the Story of Wales series, Rob 
Phillips interviewed Ceredigion MS and Presiding 
Officer of Senedd Cymru on 20 March 2020. Elin 
Jones discussed her first campaign to be elected to 
the National Assembly in 1999, the highs and lows of 
political career, the changes she has seen over the last 
20 years and looked forward to future developments. 

https://blog.library.wales/devolution/

https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/etholiad-cyffredinol-1945/
https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/etholiad-cyffredinol-1945/
https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/derbynion-newydd-papurau-syr-david-treharne-llewellyn/
https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/derbynion-newydd-papurau-syr-david-treharne-llewellyn/
https://blog.llyfrgell.cymru/datganoli/
https://blog.library.wales/1945-general-election/
https://blog.library.wales/new-accessions-papers-of-sir-david-treharne-llewellyn/
https://blog.library.wales/new-accessions-papers-of-sir-david-treharne-llewellyn/
https://blog.library.wales/devolution/
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DARLITH  
AMSER CINIO
Rhoddodd Gwyn Jenkins, Cyn-
gyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau 
Casgliadau yn Llyfrgell Genedlaethol 
Cymru ac awdur Prif Weinidog 
Answyddogol Cymru, ddarlith amser 
cinio ar 22 Chwefror 2020 o’r enw 
‘Y Rebel o Ro-wen’ gan gyflwyno 
hanes bywyd amlochrog a difyr Huw 
T. Edwards, trwy ddefnyddio ffilmiau 
o Archif Sgrin a Sain y Llyfrgell ac o’i 
gasgliad personol o dapiau sain. Daeth 
Edwards o gefndir tlawd ond cododd 
drwy rengoedd y mudiad undebau 
llafur a’r Blaid Lafur i fod yn Gadeirydd 
Cyngor Cymru a Sir Fynwy a châi ei 
adnabod fel Prif Weinidog answyddogol 
Cymru. Cedwir papurau Huw T. Edwards 
a Chofnodion Cyngor Cymru a Sir 
Fynwy yn Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru 
ynghyd â chasgliad mawr o ddeunydd 
clyweledol.

CURADURON YN CYFLWYNO
Cyflwynodd Rob Phillips ddwy sesiwn ar-lein fel rhan o 
weithgareddau cyhoeddus gan y Llyfrgell tra bod yr adeilad 
ar gau i’r cyhoedd. Yn y sesiwn gyntaf Pleidlais dros Fenywod! 
edrychwyd ar y portread o fenywod yng Nghasgliad Effemera 
Gwleidyddol Cymru a chafodd y cyflwyniad ei gynnwys yng 
Gŵyl AmGen. Roedd yr ail sesiwn yn tynnu sylw at Bapurau 
Gareth Vaughan Jones ac edrychwyd ar deithiau Gareth o bell 
ac agos yn ogystal â’i fyfyrdodau ar yr hyn a welodd yn ei 
ddyddiaduron a’i lythyrau adref i’w deulu.

ERTHYGL YN STUDIES IN 
NATIONAL MOVEMENTS
Cyflwynodd Rob Phillips erthygl ar yr archifau a’r 
adnoddau eraill a gedwir yn Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru 
ar y mudiad cenedlaethol yng Nghymru a’r gwledydd 
Celtaidd eraill i’w cyhoeddi yn y cyfnodolyn Studies in 
National Movements, a gyhoeddwyd gan y Mudiadau 
Cenedlaethol a Strwythurau Cyfryngol yn Ewrop (NISE).

http://snm.nise.eu/index.php/studies

ARTICLE IN STUDIES IN 
NATIONAL MOVEMENTS
Rob Phillips submitted an article on the archives and 
other resources held at the National Library of Wales 
on the national movement in Wales and the other Celtic 
countries for publication in the journal Studies in National 
Movements, published by the National Movements and 
Intermediary Structures in Europe (NISE).

http://snm.nise.eu/index.php/studies

CURATORS PRESENT
Rob Phillips presented two online sessions as part of the 
Library’s public facing activities while the building was closed 
to the public. The first session Pleidlais dros Fenywod (Vote for 
Women) looked at the portrayal on women in the Welsh Political 
Ephemera Collection and featured as part of the National 
Eisteddfod Gwyl AmGen. The second session highlighted the 
Gareth Vaughan Jones Papers and looked at Gareth’s travels 
near and far as well as his reflections on what he saw in his 
diaries and letters home to his family.

LUNCHTIME 
LECTURE
Former Director of Collection Services at 
the National Library of Wales and author 
of Prif Weinidog Answyddogol Cymru (The 
unofficial Prime Minister of Wales), Gwyn 
Jenkins gave a lunchime lecture on 22 
February 2020 entitled ‘Y Rebel o Ro-wen’ 
(The Rebel from Ro-wen) presented Huw T. 
Edwards’ multifaceted and entertaining life 
story, using films from the Library’s Screen 
and Sound Archive and from his personal 
collection of audio tapes. Edwards came 
from a poor background but rose through 
the ranks of the trades union movement 
and the Labour Party to become chair of 
the Council for Wales and Monmouthshire 
and was known as the unofficial Prime 
Minister of Wales. The Huw T Edwards 
papers and the Council for Wales and 
Monmouthshire Records are held at the 
National Library of Wales along with a large 
collection of audio and audiovisual material.

http://snm.nise.eu/index.php/studies
http://snm.nise.eu/index.php/studies


GŴYL GWLAD
Roedd yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig yn falch iawn o gymryd 
rhan mewn nifer o ddigwyddiadau Gŵyl Gwlad i nodi 20 
mlynedd ers sefydlu Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru. Roedd Rob 
Phillips a Nia Dafydd yn bresennol yn y digwyddiad agoriadol 
yn y Pierhead ym Mae Caerdydd ar 25 Medi lle’r oedd nifer 
o Aelodau Cynulliad presennol a blaenorol yn bresennol. 
Aethpwyd â detholiad o ddeunydd etholiad o etholiad cyntaf 
y Cynulliad a ysgogodd lawer o ddiddordeb. Tynnwyd llun Elin 
Jones, Carwyn Jones a David Melding gyda’u taflenni etholiadol.

Teithiodd Gŵyl Gwlad i nifer o leoliadau ar hyd a lled Cymru yn 
ystod mis Hydref. Trefnodd yr Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig fod 
copïau ffacsimili’n cael eu gwneud o nifer o daflenni a phosteri o 
ymgyrch etholiad cyntaf y Cynulliad yn 1999 a ddefnyddiwyd yn 
ystod y digwyddiadau yng Nghaernarfon, Wrecsam a Chaerfyrddin.

The Welsh Political Archive was delighted to take part in a number 
of Gwyl Gwlad events to mark 20 years since the establishment 
of the National Assembly for Wales. Rob Phillips and Nia Dafydd 
were present at the opening event at the Pierhead in Cardiff Bay 
on 25 September where a number of current and former Assembly 
Members were present. We took a selection of election material 
from the first Assembly election which generated a great deal of 
interest. Elin Jones, Carwyn Jones and David Melding posed for a 
picture with their election addresses.

Gwyl Gwlad travelled to a number of locations across Wales 
during October. The Welsh Political Archive arranged to make 
facsimile copies of a number of leaflets and poster from the first 
Assembly Election campaign in 1999 which were used during 
the events at Caernarfon, Wrexham and Carmarthen.

MR JONES

Cafodd y ffilm ‘Mr Jones’ sy’n seiliedig ar stori Gareth 
Vaughan Jones ac sy’n datgelu maint y Holodomor 
yn yr Wcráin ei dangos yn y Drwm ddydd Gwener 14 
Chwefror i gynulleidfa lawn. Cedwir y dyddiaduron 
a gadwodd Gareth yn ystod ei daith i’r Undeb 
Sofietaidd yn Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru ynghyd â 
gweddill ei archif. Roedd sawl aelod o deulu Gareth 
yn bresennol yn y dangosiad ac fe gyflwynodd 
Philip Colley a Naomi Field gopïau o More than a 
Grain of Truth a Tell them we are Starving i’r Llyfrgell. 
Cynhaliwyd arddangosfa fechan, yn cynnwys 
drafftiau o erthyglau, gohebiaeth a ffotograffau yn 
Ystafell Summers i gyd-fynd â dangos y ffilm.

 
The film ‘Mr Jones’ based on the story of Gareth 
Vaughan Jones exposing the extent of the Holodomor 
in Ukraine was shown in the Drwm on Friday 14 
February to a sold out audience. The diaries which 
Gareth kept during his trip to the Soviet Union, are 
kept at the National Library of Wales along with the 
rest of his archive. Several members of Gareth’s 
family were present at the filming and Philip Colley 
and Naomi Field presented copies of More than a 
Grain of Truth and Tell them we are Starving to the 
Library. A small exhibition, including drafts of articles, 
correspondence and photographs was held in the 
Summers Room to coincide with the film showing.
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PAPURAU GARETH 
VAUGHAN JONES

Diolch i gyllid hael gan Sefydliad Hawliau Sifil 
Canada Wcrain, Cynghrair Menywod Cenedlaethol 
America Wcrain a Sefydliad Teulu Temerity, mae 
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru wedi digido rhan o 
bapurau Gareth Vaughan Jones a bydd yn sicrhau eu 
bod ar gael i’w gweld ar y we.

Roedd Gareth Vaughan Jones yn ymchwilydd, yn 
newyddiadurwr ac yn awdur enwog a laddwyd 
gan ‘garnladron’ Tsieineaidd honedig ym Mongolia 
Mewnol ym mis Awst 1935. Yn ystod ei yrfa, teithiodd 
y byd gan adrodd ar yr Holodomor yn Wcráin a 
Natsïaeth yn yr Almaen. Mae’r eitemau a gafodd 
eu digido yn cynnwys dyddiaduron a gadwodd yn 
ystod ei ymweliad â’r Almaen yng ngwanwyn 1933 
lle disgrifia amodau a digwyddiadau amrywiol yn yr 
Almaen Natsïaidd yn fuan ar ôl i Hitler ddod i rym, 
dyddlyfrau a gadwodd ar ei daith i’r Undeb Sofietaidd 
lle cofnododd yr Holodomor yn 1933, dyddiaduron 
o’i ‘Daith o Gwmpas y Byd’, drafftiau o areithiau , 
gohebiaeth a ffotograffau.

Gellir dod o hyd i’r deunydd digidol ar y catalog ar-
lein neu ar ein tudalen ar Gareth Vaughan Jones yn 
https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/garethvaughanjones

GARETH VAUGHAN JONES 
PAPERS
Thanks to generous funding from the  
Ukranian Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation  
and the Ukranian National Women’s League of 
America, the National Library of Wales has digitised 
part of the Gareth Vaughan Papers and has made them 
available to view on the web.

Gareth Vaughan Jones was a famous researcher, 
journalist and author who met his death at the hands 
of supposed Chinese ‘bandits’ in Inner Mongolia 
in August 1935. During his career he travelled the 
world, reporting on the Holodomor in Ukraine and 
Nazisim in Germany. The items digitised include 
diaries he kept during his visit to Germany in the 
spring of 1933 where describes conditions and 
various events in Nazi Germany shortly after Hitler 
had come to power, diaries he kept on his trip to the 
Soviet Union where he recorded the Holodomor in 
1933, diaries from his ‘Round the World’ tour, drafts 
of speeches, correspondence and photographs.

The digitised material can be found on the online 
catalogue or on our Gareth Vaughan Jones page at 
https://www.library.wales/garethvaughanjones

https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/garethvaughanjones
https://www.library.wales/garethvaughanjones
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YMDDIRIEDOLAETH ADDYSG 
GYFREITHIOL YR ARGLWYDD 
EDMUND DAVIES, BANGOR
Mynychodd Rob Phillips a Meriel Ralphs ddigwyddiad 
Ymddiriedolaeth Addysg Gyfreithiol (LEDLET) yr Arglwydd 
Edmund Davies ym Mhrifysgol Bangor ar 20 Medi 2019. 
Mae LEDLET yn elusen annibynnol a sefydlwyd yn 2013 i 
wasanaethu pobl ifanc sy’n byw yng Nghymru neu sydd â 
chysylltiad â Chymru ac sydd â diddordeb mewn ymuno â’r 
proffesiwn cyfreithiol. Rhoddodd Rob Phillips gyflwyniad ar 
Bapurau’r Arglwydd Edmund Davies a dangoswyd detholiad o 
ddogfennau o’r casgliad yn y digwyddiad, gan gynnwys un o’r 
llyfrau nodiadau a wnaed gan yr Arglwydd Edmund Davies tra 
bu’n llywyddu yn yr ymchwiliad i drychineb Aberfan.

LORD EDMUND DAVIES  
LEGAL EDUCATION TRUST, 
BANGOR
Rob Phillips and Meriel Ralphs attended the Lord Edmund 
Davies Legal Education Trust event at Bangor University 
on 20 September 2019. LEDLET is an independent charity 
established in 2013 to serve young people living in Wales 
or having a connection with Wales who are interested in 
entering the legal profession and holds events. Rob Phillips 
gave a presentation on the Lord Edmund Davies Papers and 
a selection of documents from the collection was displayed 
at the event, including one of the notebooks made by Lord 
Edmund-Davies while presiding at the Aberfan disaster 
Inquiry

SYMPOSIWM HANES  
Y CEIDWADWYR
Aeth Rob Phillips a Meriel Ralphs i symposiwm ar 
hanes y Blaid Geidwadol yng Nghymru ar 18 Hydref 
2019, a gynhaliwyd yn y Pierhead ym Mae Caerdydd 
ac a noddwyd gan David Melding AS.

Rhoddwyd papurau gan Sam Blaxland, David Torrance, 
Rhys Evans, Laura McAllister, David Melding a Richard 
Wyn Jones. Cafodd eitemau gan Blaid Geidwadol 
Cymru, Archif Grŵp y Cynulliad Cenedlaethol a 
Chasgliad Effemera Gwleidyddol Cymru eu harddangos 
a rhoddodd Rob Phillips bapur ar y casgliadau a’r 
adnoddau sydd ar gael yn Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru 
ar hanes y Ceidwadwyr yng Nghymru.

CONSERVATIVE HISTORY 
SYMPOSIUM 
Rob Phillips and Meriel Ralphs attended a symposium 
on the history of the Conservative Party in Wales on 
18 October 2019, held at the Pierhead in Cardiff Bay 
and sponsored by David Melding MS. 

Papers were given by Sam Blaxland, David Torrance, 
Rhys Evans, Laura McAllister, David Melding 
and Richard Wyn Jones. Items from the Welsh 
Conservative Party National Assembly Group Archive 
and the Welsh Political Ephemera Collection was 
displayed and Rob Phillips gave a papers on the 
collections and resources available at the National 
Library of Wales on Conservative History in Wales.
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ISETHOLIAD BWRDEISTREFI 
CAERNARFON, 1890
GRAHAM LIPPIATT

Wrth i’r wlad gyfyngu ar ei symudiadau ar ddechrau gwanwyn 
2020, aeth pen-blwydd pwysig heibio. 130 o flynyddoedd 
yn ôl, ar 10 Ebrill 1890, roedd isetholiad Seneddol yn cael ei 
gynnal ym mhen pellaf gogledd-orllewin Cymru, gan ethol gŵr 
a fyddai’n cadw ei sedd yn y Tŷ Cyffredin am y 55 mlynedd 
nesaf, a dod yn Brif Weinidog cyntaf ar Brydain (a’r unig un hyd 
yma) nad oedd Saesneg yn iaith gyntaf iddo.

Y gŵr oedd David Lloyd George wrth gwrs ac roedd yr 
isetholiad yn cael ei gynnal yn ardal Bwrdeistrefi Caernarfon. 
Roedd Lloyd George bob amser yn ŵr ifanc ar frys, ag uchelgais 
amlwg yn y byd gwleidyddol. Yn etholiad cyffredinol 1886, 
roedd yr AS Rhyddfrydol dros Fwrdeistrefi Caernarfon, T Love 
Jones-Parry, wedi colli ei sedd a chyhoeddodd na fyddai’n sefyll 
eto. Roedd Lloyd George yn benderfynol o gymryd ei le.

Gyda golwg ar gael ei enwebu, bu Lloyd George yn brysur yn 
gwneud enw iddo’i hun; wrth ymgyrchu am ddatgysylltu’r 
Eglwys Anglicanaidd, y rhyfel gwrth-degwm a thrwy fod yn 
weithgar yn y Gynghrair Tir a Llafur i wella amodau gwaith 
tyddynwyr, gweithwyr fferm a chwarelwyr. Roedd hefyd yn 
gefnogwr pwysig i fudiad cenedlaethol Cymru Fydd. I gefnogi 
hyn sicrhaodd fod ei weithgareddau’n cael cyhoeddusrwydd 
ffafriol, nid dim ond drwy ysgrifennu erthyglau brathog ar gyfer 
papurau newydd lleol ond drwy gael papur newydd Cymraeg ei 
hun Yr Udgorn Rhyddid a ddefnyddiodd yn ddiflino i hyrwyddo 
ei hun a’i ymgyrchoedd.  Roedd Lloyd George hefyd yn gwneud 

THE CAERNARFON BOROUGHS 
BY-ELECTION OF 1890
GRAHAM LIPPIATT

As the country folded into lockdown back in the early spring 
of 2020, a significant anniversary was being passed. One 
hundred and thirty years ago, on 10 April 1890, a Parliamentary 
by-election was taking place in the far north west of Wales, 
bringing into the House of Commons a man who would hold 
his seat continuously for the next 55 years and become the 
first (and so far only) prime minister of Britain who did not have 
English as his first language. 

The man was of course David Lloyd George and the by-election 
was being held in the Caernarfon District of Boroughs. Lloyd 
George was always a young man in a hurry, ever politically 
ambitious. At the 1886 general election, the Liberal MP for in 
the Caernarvon Boroughs, T Love Jones-Parry, had lost his seat 
and he announced he would not stand again. Lloyd George was 
determined to replace him.  

With an eye to nomination, Lloyd George had been 
busy making a name for himself; in campaigning for the 
disestablishment of the Anglican Church, in anti-tithe agitation 
and being  active in the Land and Labour League to improve 
the working conditions of smallholders, agricultural labourers 
and slate quarrymen. He was also an important supporter of 
the nationalist Cymru Fydd (Young Wales) movement. To back 
this up he ensured that his activities got favourable publicity, 
not just by writing trenchant articles for local newspapers 
but by acquiring a Welsh language newspaper of his own 

GOLWG AR…
SPOTLIGHT ON…
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enw da iddo hun fel cyfreithiwr a blediai achos y gwannaf. Ei 
achos enwocaf oedd achos a elwid ‘The Llanfrothen Burial 
Scandal’. Pan fu farw’r chwarelwr Robert Roberts ym Mis Ebrill 
1888, dymuniad ei deulu oedd ei gladdu ym mynwent y plwyf 
ond mynnai’r rheithor nad oedd hawl i anghydffurfwyr gael 
eu claddu yno. Cynrychiolodd Lloyd George y teulu yn y llys 
gan ennill yr achos a’u hawl i gladdu Robert Roberts yn groes i 
ddymuniad y rheithor Anglicanaidd.

Er gwaethaf y llwyddiant arbennig hwn, ei beiriant 
cyhoeddusrwydd ei hun a’i sgiliau areithio yn y Gymraeg 
a’r Saesneg, roedd Lloyd George yn wynebu brwydr anodd i 
berswadio’r Gymdeithas Ryddfrydol leol mai ef oedd yr un 
i gymryd lle Jones-Parry. Roedd swyddogion y Gymdeithas 
Ryddfrydol yn nodweddiadol o gefnogwyr Gladstone, gwŷr 
busnes, cyfreithwyr, datblygwyr eiddo ac nid oeddent 
yn rhannu ysbryd cenedlaetholgar Cymreig tanllyd Lloyd 
George a’r hyn a oedd yn eu barn nhw, yn farn radical os nad 
sosialaidd. Yn raddol, fodd bynnag enillodd Lloyd George 
gefnogaeth. Yn wir, yn sgil Achos Claddu Llanfrothen enillodd 
lawer o ffrindiau. Roedd pobl hefyd yn ffafrio ymgeisydd 
lleol a siaradai Gymraeg yn hytrach nag ymgeisydd Saesneg 
neu un a siaradai Saesneg. Daeth y datblygiad gwirioneddol 
cyntaf yn fuan ar ôl cyfarfod mawr ar 1 Mehefin 1888 lle 
rhoddodd Lloyd George anerchiad yng Nghlwb Rhyddfrydol 
Caernarfon a sefydlwyd yn ddiweddar pan bleidleisiodd 
Aelodau Rhyddfrydol yn Nefyn, Pwllheli a Chricieth i’w ddewis 
fel yr ymgeisydd. Fodd bynnag, yr oedd y frwydr anoddaf eto 
i ddod gan mai Rhyddfrydwyr mwy ceidwadol, Anglicanaidd 
a Seisnigaidd a geid yn bennaf yn y bwrdeistrefi eraill yng 
ngogledd yr etholaeth, Bangor, Caernarfon a Chonwy.  
Ymgyrchodd Lloyd George trwy gyflwyno cyfres o erthyglau 
papur newydd ac ysgrifennu llythyrau at Ryddfrydwyr amlwg, 
mwy cefnogol yn y bwrdeistrefi gogleddol yn eu hannog i 
ledaenu’r gair ar ei ran. Un o’r rhai a wrthwynebai ei enwebiad 
oedd A C Humphreys-Owen (a oedd yn ddiweddarach yn AS 
dros Sir Drefaldwyn) gan gwyno am yr ymgyrch warthus yn 
y wasg i hyrwyddo Lloyd George gan ddweud “Mae eu holl 
dwrw’n warthus. Maen nhw cynddrwg â’r Torïaid gwaethaf! “ 
Ymosododd eraill arno am eu bod am gael Methodist Calfinaidd 
yn hytrach na Bedyddiwr, ond daeth drwyddi’n llwyddiannus. 
Conwy oedd y fwrdeistref nesaf i ychwanegu ei chefnogaeth 
ac roedd amseru Lloyd George yn berffaith. Yn rhan olaf Achos 
Claddu Llanfrothen, dyfarnwyd o blaid y teulu Roberts ym 
mis Rhagfyr 1888 ychydig cyn Cyfarfod Cyffredinol Blynyddol 
Bwrdeistrefi Caernarfon ar 3 Ionawr 1889. Dewis yr ymgeisydd 
oedd yr eitem olaf ar yr agenda, felly bu’n rhaid i Lloyd George 
ddisgwyl am gyfnod hir a phryderus - ond ef a enillodd yr 
enwebiad.

Nid oedd yr etholiad cyffredinol nesaf tan 1892 ac roedd Lloyd 
George yn gobeithio y byddai’n gallu defnyddio’r cyfnod yn y 
cyfamser i roi sylw i’w etholaeth newydd, parhau i ymgyrchu 
a defnyddio ei safle fel Henadur ar Gyngor Sir newydd Sir 
Gaernarfon i atgyfnerthu ei safle fel gŵr oedd yn deall ysbryd 
y cyfnod. Fodd bynnag, ym Mis Mawrth 1890, syrthiodd yr AS 
Torïaidd, Edmund Swetenham, oddi ar ei geffyl wrth hela a bu 
farw yn fuan ar ôl cael niwmonia. Byddai’n rhaid cael isetholiad 
ac nid oedd Lloyd George a’r Rhyddfrydwyr lleol yn siŵr eu 
bod yn barod amdano, nac am y sylw y byddai’r wasg a’r blaid 
wleidyddol ehangach yn ei roi iddynt.

Yr Udgorn Rhyddid (The Trumpet of Freedom) which he used 
mercilessly to promote himself and his campaigns.  Lloyd 
George was also acquiring a reputation as a solicitor on the 
side of the underdog. His cause celebre was the Llanfrothen 
Burial Scandal. When quarryman Robert Roberts died in 
April 1888, his family wanted him to be buried in the parish 
churchyard but the rector insisted nonconformist burials were 
not allowed. Lloyd George represented the family in court and 
secured their right to bury their loved one in defiance of the 
Anglican rector. 

Despite this impressive record, his own publicity machine and 
his skills of oratory in Welsh and English, Lloyd George faced 
an uphill struggle to persuade the local Liberal Association 
that he was the man to replace Jones-Parry. The officers 
of the Liberal Association were orthodox Gladstonians , 
businessmen, solicitors, property developers and they did 
not share Lloyd George’s fiery Welsh nationalist and, what 
they saw as advanced radical if not socialist views. Gradually 
however Lloyd George put his foot in the door. The Llanfrothen 
Burial case won him many friends. Opinion also favoured a 
local, Welsh speaking candidate over an English or English 
speaking hopeful. The first real breakthrough came soon 
after a large meeting which Lloyd George addressed at the 
recently established Caernarvon Liberal Club on 1 June 1888 
when Liberal members in the Nefyn, Pwllheli and Cricieth 
voted to adopt him as the candidate. The toughest fight was 
still to come however as the other boroughs in the north 
of the constituency, Bangor, Caernarfon, and Conwy were 
dominated by more conservative, Anglican and Anglicized 
Liberals.  Lloyd George went on the offensive with a series 
of newspaper articles and a letter writing campaign to 
prominent,  sympathetic Liberals in the northern boroughs 
urging them to spread the word on his behalf. One of his 
opponents for the nomination A C Humphreys-Owen (who 
was later MP for Montgomeryshire) complained about the 
shameless promotion of Lloyd George in the press saying 
“Their rowdiness is sickening. They are just as bad as the 
worst Tories!” Others attacked him because they wanted a 
Calvinistic Methodist rather than a Baptist but he weathered 
the storms. Conwy was the next borough to add its support 
and Lloyd George’s timing was immaculate. The final, clinching, 
phase of the Llanfrothen Burial case was declared in favour 
of the Roberts family in December 1888 just ahead of the 
Caernarfon Boroughs’ Annual General Meeting on 3 January 
1889. Selection of the candidate was the final agenda item, so 
Lloyd George had a long and anxious wait - but the nomination 
was his. 

The next general election was not due until 1892 and Lloyd 
George hoped he would be able to use the intervening period 
to nurse his new constituency, continue campaigning and 
use his position as an Alderman on the new Caernarfonshire 
County Council to reinforce his position as the man in tune 
with the mood of the times. However in March 1890, the 
sitting Tory MP Edmund Swetenham fell from his horse while 
hunting and died soon after from pneumonia. There would 
have to be a by-election and Lloyd George and the local 
Liberals weren’t sure they were ready for it, or for the spotlight 
which the wider political press and party would now be shining 
on them. 
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Roedd etholaeth Bwrdeistrefi Caernarfon yn wahanol i’r seddi 
sirol cyfagos lle’r oedd nifer o chwarelwyr a gweithwyr fferm, 
a oedd yn llawer mwy ffafriol i ymgeiswyr Rhyddfrydol. Roedd 
etholwyr y Bwrdeistrefi, fodd bynnag, yn fwy ceidwadol ac 
wedi arfer â thirfeddianwyr Seisnigaidd fel Aelod Seneddol. 
Nid oedd yr etholaeth ychwaith wedi tyfu llawer ers y Ddeddf 
Ddiwygio ddiweddaraf, felly ni allai Lloyd George ddisgwyl 
unrhyw hwb gan weithwyr a oedd wedi cael pleidlais am y tro 
cyntaf. Yn etholiadau’r Cyngor Sir roedd gan y Torïaid fwyafrif 
ym Mangor gyda’i phrifysgol ac yng Nghaernarfon a Chonwy, 
trefi garsiwn oedd yn deyrngar i safbwyntiau gwladgarol 
Prydeinig. Fel Bedyddiwr hefyd, roedd Lloyd George mewn 
lleiafrif ymhlith anghydffurfwyr. Nid oedd yn mynd i fod yn 
hawdd ond roedd ffactorau o’i blaid. Roedd ganddo beiriant 
etholiadol effeithiol ar adeg pan oedd trefnu etholiad, o 
gofrestru etholwyr i gyhoeddusrwydd, technegau ymgyrchu a 
denu cefnogwyr i’r gorsafoedd pleidleisio yn dod yn gynyddol 
bwysig. Hefyd, roedd y llanw cenedlaethol yn dechrau troi 
yn erbyn y Torïaid, fel y tystiwyd gan gyfres o golledion yn yr 
isetholiad.

Gwrthwynebydd Torïaidd Lloyd George oedd Ellis Nanney, 
tirfeddiannwr blaenllaw o’r Blaid Geidwadol, yn Anglican 
ac yn fab i gyn AS dros Sir Gaernarfon. Roedd yn sgweier 
Llanystumdwy ac ar ei ystâd, Gwynfryn, yr arferai Lloyd George 
botsio pan oedd yn fachgen. Er na allai siarad Cymraeg ac 
na châi ei ystyried yn siaradwr arbennig o effeithiol, fel cyn 
ymgeisydd isetholiad yn 1880 ac ar gyfer rhan ddeheuol y Sir 
yn etholiad cyffredinol 1885, ystyrid mai ef oedd yr ymgeisydd 
cryfaf y gallai’r Torïaid ei gynnig. Yn ystod ymgyrch yr etholiad 
cyflwynodd Nanney safbwynt cymedrol ond ychydig yn ysgafn. 
Canmolodd y Llywodraeth, apeliodd at rai oedd yn gefnogol 
i’r Ymerodraeth, ond gofynnodd hefyd am fwy o bwerau i’r 
Cynghorau Sir ac i ddiwygio’r eglwysi rhag cael eu datgysylltu. 
Ni allai Lloyd George ddiystyru ei orffennol radical ond ceisiodd 
ffrwyno ei angerdd a’i safbwyntiau eithafol a chadw at 
safbwynt y blaid gan roi blaenoriaeth i ymreolaeth i Iwerddon 
yn hytrach na dyheadau cenedlaetholgar Cymru.

Ar noson yr etholiad, roedd yr ornest yn un agos, nid oedd 
y papurau pleidleisio’n dangos unrhyw fwyafrif amlwg i’r 
naill ymgeisydd na’r llall. Roedd y Torïaid ar y blaen ar y 
cyfrif cyntaf ond bu sawl cyfrif wedyn. Yna darganfuwyd 
bwndel o bleidleisiau Rhyddfrydol oedd heb eu cyfrif ac fe’u 
hychwanegwyd at y pentyrrau. Gyda dim ond 18 pleidlais, 
cyhoeddwyd mai Lloyd George oedd yn fuddugol. Roedd 89.5% 
wedi troi allan i bleidleisio. Sicrhaodd Lloyd George 1,963 o 
bleidleisiau a chafodd Nanney 1,945, mantais ganrannol o 
ddim ond 0.4%. Bu’n ornest hynod o agos ond  Lloyd George a 
enillodd ac ni ildiodd ei afael ar sedd Bwrdeistrefi Caernarfon.

Roedd y ‘Cottage-Bred Boy’ yn AS ac ar ddechrau’r daith a fyddai, 
yn y pen draw, yn mynd ag ef i Stryd Downing.

Mae Graham Lippiatt yn Olygydd sy’n cyfrannu at y Journal of 
Liberal History ac ef yw Ysgrifennydd a Threfnydd Cymdeithas 
Lloyd George  https://lloydgeorgesociety.org.uk

The Caernarfon Boroughs constituency was different from the 
surrounding county seats which were dominated by quarrying 
and agricultural labouring, so much more favourable to Liberal 
candidates. The constituents of the Boroughs however were 
more conservative and used to Anglicized landowning, MPs. 
Nor had the electorate grown much since the latest Reform 
Act, so Lloyd George could expect no boost from newly 
enfranchised working men. In the County Council elections 
the Tories had majorities in Bangor with its university and in 
Caernarfon and Conwy, garrison towns receptive to patriotic 
appeals. As a Baptist too, Lloyd George was in a minority 
amongst nonconformist worshippers. It wasn’t going to be 
an easy ride but there were factors in his  favour. He had 
an effective electoral machine at a time when organisation, 
through the registration of electors to publicity, electioneering 
techniques and getting supporters to the polls, was becoming 
increasingly important. Also the national tide was starting 
to turn against the Tories, as evidenced by a series of by-
elections losses. 

Lloyd George’s Tory opponent was Ellis Nanney, a leading 
Conservative landowner, an Anglican and the son of a former 
MP for Caernarfonshire. He was the squire of Llanystumdwy 
and it was on his Gwynfryn estate that Lloyd George had 
poached as a boy. Although he could not speak Welsh and 
was not reckoned a particularly effective speaker, as a 
previous by-election candidate in 1880 and for the southern 
division of the county in the 1885 general election, he was 
regarded as the strongest challenger the Tories could bring 
forward. During the election campaign Nanney presented 
a moderate yet mildly progressive position. He praised the 
government, appealed to Empire susceptibilities, but also 
asked for more powers for the County Councils and church 
reform stopping short of disestablishment. Lloyd George 
could not put his radical past aside but he tried to tone down 
his stridency and extreme positions and stick more to the 
party line in giving Irish Home Rule a priority over Welsh 
nationalist aspirations. 

On election night, the contest was tight, the ballot papers 
indicating no obvious majority for either man. The Tories were 
ahead on the first count and a number of recounts followed. 
Then a bundle of uncounted Liberal votes were discovered 
and placed on the piles. By the narrow margin of 18 votes 
Lloyd George was declared the winner. The turnout had been 
89.5%. Lloyd George secured 1,963 votes to Nanney’s 1,945, 
a percentage advantage of just 0.4%. It had been the closest 
of close run things but Lloyd George had won and he never 
subsequently relinquished his hold on his Caernarfon Boroughs 
seat. 

The ‘Cottage-Bred Boy’ was an MP and at the beginning of the 
journey which would eventually take him to Downing Street. 

Graham Lippiatt is a Contributing Editor to the Journal of Liberal 
History and the Organising Secretary of the Lloyd George Society 
https://lloydgeorgesociety.org.uk

https://lloydgeorgesociety.org.uk
https://lloydgeorgesociety.org.uk
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WYNNE SAMUEL, 
GWLADGARWR ARLOESOL 

DAFYDD WILLIAMS

Taflwyd goleuni newydd ar hanes Dr Wynne Samuel (1911 - 
1989) yn ddiweddar, cymeriad amlwg o fewn rhengoedd Plaid 
Cymru. Gyda chymorth dogfennau gan Siân Dowling, merch 
Wynne a chasgliadau Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru, mae 
Dafydd Williams, cyn-Ysgrifennydd Cyffredinol y Blaid wedi 
cyhoeddi’r darganfyddiadau yn ‘Gwladgarwr Arloesol - Cofio 
Wynne Samuel’ ar wefan Cymdeithas Hanes Plaid Cymru 
(www.hanesplaidcymru.org), gan gynnwys llyfryddiaeth a 
chyfeirnodau llawn. Dyma gyflwyniad o rannau o’r erthygl.

Gwnaeth Wynne Samuel gymaint â neb i osod seiliau cadarn 
i’r Blaid yng nghymoedd y de ac fe’i hystyriwyd ar un adeg yn 
arweinydd y dyfodol.  Fe’i ganed yn Ystalyfera yng Ngwm Tawe, 
a chyn cyrraedd saith mlwydd oed fe gollodd ei dad a gafodd ei 
ladd tua diwedd y Rhyfel Byd Cyntaf. O ganlyniad gadawodd ei 
fam, Mabel Dorothy, yr ardal i ddilyn ei gwaith fel nyrs ac wedyn 
yn fatron ysbyty, er iddi gadw mewn cysylltiad â’r teulu, a helpu ei 
mab yn ariannol drwy’i hoes.  Cafodd Wynne ei fagu gan ei dad-cu, 
tad ei fam, William Jones, gweinidog Soar, capel y Bedyddwyr yn 
Ystalyfera, a’i ail wraig Rachel Ann, a’u merch nhw, Eluned.  Yn 
gricedwr da, cafodd gynnig i ymuno â staff proffesiynol Clwb 
Criced Morgannwg - ond roedd Rachel Ann yn benderfynol o’i  
weld mewn gwaith parchus.  Yn lle criced, fe ddaeth yn glerc 
cyfrifon yn Neuadd y Dre, Abertawe tua 1928 - yn 16 mlwydd oed.

Ychydig ar ôl hynny, fe fynychodd gyfarfod cyhoeddus yn 
Ystalyfera a alwyd gan Blaid Genedlaethol Cymru, plaid newydd 
oedd wedi’i sefydlu ychydig o flynyddoedd ynghynt.  Ac yng 
nghwmni grŵp o lowyr a gweithwyr tunplat fe ymunodd â’r 

WYNNE SAMUEL,  
PLAID CYMRU PIONEER

DAFYDD WILLIAMS

New research has revealed more about the career of Dr Wynne 
Samuel (1911 - 1989), a leading figure in the growth of Plaid 
Cymru.  With the help of documentation provided by Wynne’s 
daughter Siân Dowling and the records of the National Library 
of Wales, former Plaid general secretary Dafydd Williams has 
published the findings in ‘Pioneer Patriot - The Life of Wynne 
Samuel’ on the website of the Plaid Cymru History Society 
(www.hanesplaidcymru.org), including full references and a 
bibliography.  This piece presents extracts from the article.

Wynne Samuel played a vital role in laying the foundations 
of Plaid Cymru in the valleys of south Wales and at one time 
was considered a potential future leader of the party. Born 
in Ystalyfera in the Swansea Valley, before reaching the age 
of seven, he lost his father - killed in the first world war.  His 
mother, Mabel Dorothy, left the area to pursue her career 
as a hospital nurse and matron, although she kept in close 
touch with the family, helping her son financially throughout 
her life.  Wynne was brought up by his maternal grandfather, 
William Jones, a minister of religion at Soar Baptist chapel in 
Ystalyfera, his second wife Rachel Ann, and their daughter, 
Eluned. An accomplished cricketer, he was offered a position on 
the full-time staff of Glamorgan Cricket Club, but Rachel Ann 
was determined he should have a more respectable occupation.  
Around 1928 Wynne took up the position of audit clerk in 
Swansea Town Hall - aged 16.

Shortly after taking up his new job, Wynne attended a public 
meeting in Ystalyfera called by the Welsh Nationalist Party, 
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mudiad newydd yma.  O hyn ymlaen, fe daflai ei hun i waith y 
mudiad cenedlaethol a dod yn ddylanwad sylweddol o fewn y 
Blaid.  Mae rhaid bod Wynne yn un o’r cyntaf i sefyll yn agored 
yn enw Plaid Cymru mewn etholiad lleol yn y de.

Un dull o hyrwyddo’r Blaid oedd trefnu cyfarfodydd awyr 
agored, ac fe wnaeth Wynne un yn Ystalyfera, ac yntau ond yn 
17 oed!  Gallasai’r rheiny fod yn eithaf stormus - pan gytunodd 
Gwynfor Evans annerch cwrdd o gomiwnyddion ar sgwâr 
Tonypandy yn 1937, ysgrifennodd Oliver Evans at Wynne i 
fynegi ei bryder fod Gwynfor yn rhy foneddigaidd am gyfarfod 
o’r fath!  Fel arall oedd Wynne - un o fechgyn gwytnaf Plaid 
Cymru yn ôl cofiannydd Gwynfor, Rhys Evans.

Trefnodd gyfarfod cyhoeddus mawr i wrthwynebu gwasanaeth 
milwrol gorfodol - cyfarfod dros y Sulgwyn, ar 26 Mai 1939, 
ble siaradodd arweinydd glowyr y de, y Comiwnydd Arthur 
Horner, yn ogystal â Wynne ei hun - ac roedd ganddo araith 
rymus iawn.  Yn 1940 collodd ei swydd gyda Chyngor Abertawe 
- y pris a dalodd am wrthod arwyddo datganiad yn mynegi 
cefnogaeth lwyr i’r rhyfel ac er iddo gael cynnig ei swydd yn ôl, 
am y degawd nesaf gweithiodd yn drefnydd i Blaid Cymru yn y 
de.  Bu hefyd yn olygydd y Welsh Nation, papur misol Saesneg 
Plaid Cymru - gwaith sylweddol iawn yn y dyddiau hynny - ac 
yn cyfrannu’n rheolaidd i’r Ddraig Goch.   Yng nghanol cyrch 
awyr gan y Luftwaffe ym Mis Chwefror 1942, priododd â 
Phyllis Lorraine Lewis, Godre’r Graig.   

Erbyn hyn, roedd Cangen Ystalyfera o’r Blaid wedi tyfu i fod 
yr un fwyaf yn ne Cymru.  Sefydlwyd swyddfa, Tŷ’r Werin, 
yn y dre a barodd am ddegawdau.  Defnyddiodd Wynne y 
troedle hwn i drefnu nifer helaeth o gyfarfodydd cyhoeddus 
yn yr ardal, ac efe’n ddi-ffael fyddai un o’r siaradwyr mwyaf 
nerthol ac effeithiol.  Yn ystod y rhyfel, trefnodd wrthwynebu 
trosglwyddo gweithwyr o Gymru i ffatrïoedd arfau ar draws 
Clawdd Offa ac arweiniodd nifer o ymgyrchoedd cenedlaethol 
o bwys - yn eu plith ymgyrch bwysig i gadw pwll glo yng 
Nghwmllynfell ar agor, a cheisio trosglwyddo perchnogaeth 
ohono i’r gweithwyr lleol eu hunain. 

Safodd Wynne mewn is-etholiad Seneddol yng Nghastell Nedd 
yn 1945, gan ennill 6,290 o bleidleisiau, 16.2 y cant ac felly 
digon i gadw ei ernes, rywbeth i’w ddathlu’r dyddiau hynny!  
Dyma’r tro cyntaf i Blaid Cymru ymladd etholiad Seneddol 
yn y de ers ei ffurfio ugain mlynedd ynghynt.  Yn sgil hyn, 
penderfynodd y Blaid ymladd saith etholaeth yn yr etholiad 
cyffredinol cyntaf ar ôl y rhyfel a ddaeth yn fuan wedyn - tair 
yn y gogledd, tair yn y deheubarth diwydiannol a’r Brifysgol.

Fe’i dewiswyd i ymladd isetholiad yn Aberdâr ym Mis 
Rhagfyr 1946, pan lwyddodd i ennill dros saith mil (7,090) 
o bleidleisiau, gan ddod yn ail a bwrw ymgeisydd y Torïaid, 
Lincoln Hallinan, i waelod y pôl.  Cafodd ei ethol yn un o 
gynghorwyr lleol cyntaf Plaid Cymru yn Ne Cymru, a bu’n 
aelod o Gyngor Dosbarth Gwledig Pontardawe am nifer o 
flynyddoedd.  Roedd ef a’r economegydd a chyn-löwr DJ 
Davies am hybu polisi economaidd cydweithredol i danseilio 
cyfalafiaeth a’i thrawsnewid o’r tu fewn. Ysgrifennodd gyfres o 
bamffledi yn awgrymu ailstrwythuro’r economi ar ôl y rhyfel ar 
sail cydweithrediad; un yn awgrymu achub y diwydiant alcam 
yn ogystal â’r llyfryn ‘Transference Must Stop’ yn 1943, yn 
gwrthwynebu’r polisi o symud gweithwyr o Gymru’n orfodol.

set up a few years before.  Along with a group of miners and 
tinplate workers he joined this new party.  From that moment 
on, he threw himself into the work of the national movement 
in the mining valleys of the south.  Wynne was among the first 
to stand openly as a local government candidate in the name of 
Plaid Cymru. 

One method used to promote Plaid Cymru was the organisation 
of public meetings, and indeed Wynne had addressed one of 
these in Ystalyfera, at the age of just 17. These could be stormy 
affairs - when Gwynfor Evans agreed to address a meeting 
of communists on Tonypandy square in 1937, Oliver Evans 
wrote to Wynne to express his concern that ‘Gwynfor is a 
little too gentle for a meeting of this sort’!  Wynne was quite a 
different character - one of Plaid Cymru’s toughest, according to 
Gwynfor’s biographer, Rhys Evans.  

He organised a major public meeting to oppose conscription.  
Held over Whitsun on 26 May 1939, it was addressed by the 
leader of the South Wales miners, the Communist Arthur 
Horner, as well as Wynne, who delivered a powerful speech.  In 
1940 he was stripped of his employment with Swansea Council, 
the price he paid for refusing to sign a statement supporting the 
war and although offered his post back, for the next decade he 
worked as Plaid Cymru organiser in south Wales.  In February 
1942 came another important event - his wedding during an air 
raid to Phyllis Lorraine Lewis of Godre’r Graig.  

By now, the Plaid branch in Ystalyfera had grown to be the 
biggest in south Wales.  It set up an office in the town, Tŷ’r 
Werin, which continued for decades.  Wynne used this foothold 
to organise a large number of public meetings in the district, and 
he would invariably be one of the most effective and powerful 
speakers.  During the course of the war, he also organised 
opposition to the compulsory transfer of workers from Wales 
to factories across the border and led a number of significant 
campaigns.  These included an important initiative to keep 
open Cwmllynfell colliery, and seek transfer of ownership to the 
miners themselves. 

In 1945, Wynne contested a Parliamentary by-election in Neath, 
gaining 6,290 votes, 16.2 per cent and so sufficient to retain his 
deposit, a cause of considerable celebration in those days!  This 
was the first time for Plaid Cymru to fight a Westminster seat 
in south Wales since its formation twenty years before.  In the 
wake of this performance, the party decided to field candidates 
in seven constituencies in the next general election: three in the 
north, three in industrial south Wales, and the University.  

In 1946, Wynne was selected to fight the Aberdare by-election, 
succeeding in winning over seven thousand (7,090) votes, 
finishing second to Labour and pushing Tory candidate Lincoln 
Hallinan to the bottom of the poll.  He was also elected as one 
of the first Plaid Cymru councillors in south Wales, and remained 
a member of Pontardawe Rural District Council for a number of 
years. 

Together with the economist and ex-miner DJ Davies, Wynne 
framed a cooperative economic policy that aspired to undermine 
capitalism and transform it from within.  He wrote a series 
of pamphlets proposing that the post-war economy should 
be restructured on the basis of a cooperative system; one 
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Ac erbyn hyn roedd y teulu’n dri, gyda’u merch Siân wedi’i 
geni ym Mis Awst 1944, ac efallai dyna paham y dychwelodd 
Wynne i weithio ym myd llywodraeth leol yn 1947, pan gafodd 
swydd gyda Chyngor Dosbarth Dinesig Pontardawe.  Aeth 
ymlaen i ennill graddau gan Brifysgol Llundain, sef Ll.B ac 
Ll.M: testun ei ymchwil ar gyfer y radd honno oedd ‘Ymchwil 
Arbennig ar Ddeddf Uno Cymru a Lloegr 1536’.  Yn 1951, 
bu gwrthdaro arall rhyngddo fe â’r arweinyddiaeth - roedd 
Gwynfor Evans am hyrwyddo’r ymgyrch Senedd i Gymru drwy 
beidio â dodi ymgeisydd yn erbyn Aelodau Seneddol oedd yn 
gefnogol.   Roedd Wynne yn gegrwth - yn dweud fod y polisi’n 
anymarferol mewn etholaethau fel Caernarfon a Meirionnydd 
ble roedd yr ymgeiswyr Llafur a Rhyddfrydol ill dau o blaid 
Senedd.

Aeth ymlaen i gymryd doethuriaeth gan Brifysgol Iwerddon am 
thesis ar gyfreithiau cynhenid Cymreig Hywel Dda.  Yn 1956 
fe gafodd ei alw i’r bar o Gray’s Inn, ac yn wahanol i brofiad 
llawer, fe lwyddodd i gael gwaith fel bargyfreithiwr newydd.  
Cafodd gymorth ariannol gan ei fam, Mabel yn ystod y cyfnod 
hwnnw fel llawer gwaith o’r blaen. Llwyddodd i ddod yn ôl 
i Gymru’r flwyddyn wedyn drwy dderbyn swydd clerc y dre, 
sef prif swyddog Cyngor Bwrdeistref Dinbych-y-Pysgod yng 
ngwaelod Sir Benfro.  Parhaodd yn ffigur dylanwadol o fewn 
y Blaid. Yn ôl yr hanesydd Rhys Evans, fe roddodd ‘gyngor 
amhrisiadwy o ddoeth’ i Gwynfor yn ystod cyfri’r pleidleisiau 
yng Nghaerfyrddin ym Mis Chwefror 1974.

Roedd crefydd yn amlwg yn ei fywyd ers dyddiau’i febyd 
yng nghwmni ei dad-cu - fe ddaeth yn Llywydd Cymdeithas 
Bedyddwyr Gorllewin Morgannwg yn 1950 , ac yn 1960-61, 
Llywydd Cymdeithas Bedyddwyr Cymru, y person ieuengaf 
erioed i ddal y swydd honno. Credai’n angerddol yn rôl 
llywodraeth leol, ac yn symbylydd Cymdeithas Cynghorau 
Bro a Thref Cymru, corff Cymreig annibynnol a gydlynai waith 
cannoedd o gynghorau bach.  

Tua diwedd ei oes, symudodd Wynne a Phyllis i ardal Parc y 
Rhath, Caerdydd i fyw’n agosach at Siân. Yna roedd yn dal i 
ymgyrchu nes i drawiad ei rwystro i raddau helaeth. Ac yna y 
bu farw ar 5 Mehefin, 1989; bu Phyllis fyw am ddeng mlynedd 
arall. Heb amheuaeth, fe wnaeth gyfraniad aruthrol i fywyd 
cyhoeddus Cymru a’i mudiad cenedlaethol.

Mae Dafydd Williams yn gyn-Ysgrifennydd Cyffredinol Plaid 
Cymru

suggesting a plan to save the tinplate industry, as well as 
Transference Must Stop in 1943, opposing the compulsory 
transfer of workers from Wales. 

With three mouths to feed, for a daughter Siân had arrived in 
August 1944, Wynne returned to working in local government in 
1947, when he took up a post with Pontardawe Urban District 
Council.  He went on to take an Ll.B and then an Ll.M degree in 
the University of London. In 1951, he was to clash with the Plaid 
leadership; Gwynfor Evans wished to further the Parliament for 
Wales campaign by standing down in seats where the sitting 
MP was supportive. Wynne maintained that the policy was 
‘utterly unworkable’ in constituencies such as Caernarfon and 
Meirionnydd where both the Liberal and Labour candidates were 
in favour of a Welsh Parliament.  
 
Free of front line duties for Plaid, Wynne proceeded to take a 
doctorate with the University of Ireland: his thesis studied the 
indigenous Welsh laws of Hywel Dda.  In 1956 he was called 
to the bar from Gray’s Inn. His mother, Mabel, supported him 
during this period as she had many times before.  The following 
year he succeeded in returning to Wales, accepting the post 
of Town Clerk of Tenby Borough Council. He was still politically 
active - he stood six times as a Parliamentary candidate for the 
party, a testament to his strength of character, and according 
to the historian Rhys Evans, his advice to Gwynfor during the 
February 1974 election count in Carmarthen provided ‘priceless 
wisdom’.

Religion played a major part in Wynne’s life: he became 
President of the West Glamorgan Baptist Society in 1950, and in 
1960-61, President of the Welsh Baptists, the youngest person 
ever to hold that title. He was a passionate advocate of the role 
of local government, helping the work of the Association of 
Welsh Community and Town Councils, an independent Welsh 
body that coordinated the work of hundreds of small councils.  

Towards the end of his life, he and Phyllis moved to the Roath 
Park area of Cardiff to live closer to Siân. There he continued 
his campaigning until a stroke hindered active work. He died 
there on 5 June, 1989; Phyllis survived him for another ten 
years. Without doubt, Wynne Samuel was one of the great 
characters of Plaid Cymru: his contribution to the life of Wales 
was enormous.  

Dafydd Williams is a former General Secretary of Plaid Cymru
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PENODI TAIR 
YMDDIRIEDOLWRAIG 
NEWYDD I FWRDD 
LLYFRGELL 
GENEDLAETHOL CYMRU  
Ym Mis Ionawr 2020, penodwyd tair ymddiriedolwraig 
newydd i Fwrdd y Llyfrgell Genedlaethol yn dilyn 
cystadleuaeth agored. Cychwynodd Dr Gwenllian 
Lansdown Davies, Dr Anwen Jones a Dr Elin Royles 
ar eu dyletswyddau ar 1 Mawrth 2020 ac mae’r 
penodiadau am gyfnod o bedair blynedd.

Mae Dr Gwenllian Lansdown Davies yn meddu ar 
radd MScEcon a Doethuriaeth mewn Athroniaeth 
Wleidyddol o Brifysgol Caerdydd. Cafodd ei phenodi 
yn Brif Weithredwr Plaid Cymru yn 2007 ac yn 2011 
fe’i phenodwyd i’r Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol ym 
Mhrifysgol Aberystwyth fel Swyddog Cyhoeddiadau 
a Chynorthwyydd Golygyddol y cyfnodolyn ymchwil 
Gwerddon. Cychwynnodd ar ei swydd bresennol fel 
Prif Weithredwr Mudiad Meithrin yn 2014.

Astudiodd Dr Anwen Jones Lenyddiaeth Gymharol 
Saesneg a Ffrangeg ym Mhrifysgol Bryste ac 
mae ganddi ddoethuriaeth ym maes theatrau 
cenedlaethol Ewrop. Mae’n Ynad Heddwch, yn 
Ddirprwy Is Ganghellor Cyfadran y Celfyddydau 
a’r Gwyddorau Cymdeithasol ym Mhrifysgol 
Aberystwyth ac yn olygydd yr e-gyfnodolyn 
trawddisgyblaethol cyfrwng Cymraeg, Gwerddon.

Mae Dr Elin Royles yn Uwch-ddarlithydd a 
Chyfarwyddwr Dysgu ac Addysgu Adran Gwleidyddiaeth 
Ryngwladol, Prifysgol Aberystwyth, lle bu’n gweithio 
ers 2003. Mae’n aelod o’r ganolfan amlddisgyblaethol 
Canolfan Gwleidyddiaeth a Chymdeithas Cymru - 
WISERD@Aberystwyth. Ymysg ei phrif ddiddordebau 
ymchwil mae gwleidyddiaeth diriogaethol a datganoli yn 
y DG, diplomyddiaeth is-wladwriaethol, cymdeithas sifil, 
a pholisi a chynllunio iaith. 

THREE NEW TRUSTEES 
APPOINTED TO THE 
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 
WALES’ BOARD
In January 2020 three new trustees appointed to the 
board of the National Library. Dr Gwenllian Lansdown 
Davies, Dr Anwen Jones and Dr Elin Royles began their 
four-year term on 1 March 2020.

Dr Gwenllian Lansdown Davies holds an MScEcon 
and PhD in Political Theory from Cardiff University 
where she also taught as a politics tutor. She was 
appointed Plaid Cymru’s Chief Executive in 2007 and 
in 2011, she was appointed as a Publications Officer 
for the Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol at Aberystwyth 
University where she was also responsible for 
its research journal, Gwerddon. She became Chief 
Executive of Mudiad Meithrin in 2014.

Dr Anwen Jones studied for an undergraduate degree 
in English Comparative Literature and French at 
Bristol University. She is a Justice of the Peace, and 
Pro Vice Chancellor for the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences in Aberystwyth University and an editor of 
the Welsh multidisciplinary e-journal Gwerddon.

Dr Elin Royles is a Senior Lecturer and Director of 
Learning and Teaching at the International Politics 
Department, Aberystwyth University where she has 
worked since 2003. She’s a member of the Centre for 
Welsh Politics and Society multidisciplinary centre – 
WISERD@Aberystywth. Among her main research 
interests are territorial politics and devolution in the 
UK, sub-state diplomacy, civil society and language 
planning and policy. 

NEWYDDION 
O LYFRGELL 

GENEDLAETHOL 
CYMRU

NEWS FROM THE 
NATIONAL LIBRARY 

OF WALES
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SALEM

Fis Hydref y llynedd bu’r Llyfrgell yn hynod falch o’i 
llwyddiant i brynu’r gwaith eiconig ‘Salem’ o 1909 
gan Sidney Curnow Vosper (1866-1942) a’i ddiogelu 
i’r genedl. Mae’r gwaith mewn dyfrliw yn darlunio’r 
olygfa o oedfa yng Nghapel Salem, Cefncymerau, 
Llanbedr ger Harlech, gyda’r cymeriad Siân Owen 
yn ei gwisg draddodiadol Gymreig yn ganolog i’r 
llun. Daeth ‘Salem’ yn symbol eiconig o hunaniaeth 
Gymreig a’r traddodiad anghydffurfiol yng Nghymru 
ar hyd y degawdau.

Creodd Vosper ddau fersiwn o ‘Salem’ yn ystod ei oes. 
Cafodd y cyntaf ei greu ym 1908, ac fe’i prynwyd gan 
y diwydiannwr William Hesketh Lever a’i defnyddiodd 
er mwyn hyrwyddo gwerthiant ei gynnyrch ‘Sunlight 
Soap’. Yn sgil hyn daeth y ddelwedd yn un eiconig ar 
draws Prydain. Credai nifer eu bod yn medru gweld 
delwedd o’r diafol ym mhlyg siôl Siân Owen, a greodd 
dipyn o gynnwrf ynglŷn ag ystyr y llun. Fe grewyd yr 
ail fersiwn, a brynwyd gan y Llyfrgell, ar gyfer Frank 
Treharne James, cyfreithiwr o Ferthyr, a brawd-yng-
nghyfraith yr artist.

Last October the National Library were tremendously 
proud to have safeguarded the iconic work ‘Salem’ 
from 1909 by Sidney Curnow Vosper (1866-1942) 
for the nation. This work in watercolour depicts a 
congregation in Salem Chapel, Cefncymerau, Llanbedr 
near Harlech, with the character of Siân Owen dressed 
in a traditional Welsh costume central to the scene. 
Across the decades, ‘Salem’ became an iconic symbol 
of Welsh identity and of the Nonconformist tradition 
in Wales.

Two versions of ‘Salem’ were created by Vosper 
during his lifetime. The first was created in 1908, and 
was bought by the industrialist William Hesketh Lever 
who used the image to advertise his product ‘Sunlight 
Soap’. As a result ‘Salem’ evolved into an iconic image 
across Britain. Many believed that they could see an 
image of the devil in the fold of Siân Owen’s shawl, 
which did much to add to the work’s intrigue. The 
second version which was bought by the National 
Library was created for Frank Treharne Jones, a 
solicitor from Merthyr and the artist’s brother-in-law.
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EISTEDDFOD YR URDD
Canolbwynt stondin y Llyfrgell yn Eiteddfod yr Urdd eleni 
oedd dihangfan, Llyfr-GELL, oedd yn cynnwys posau yn 
seiliedig ar gasgliadau’r Llyfrgell i arwain ymgeiswyr i 
ddatgloi cyfres o ddrysau. Yn ystod yr wythnos bu dros 350 
o bobl yn ceisio dianc, a daeth dros 1,200 o ymwelwyr i’r 
stondin oedd hefyd yn cynnwys siop a phaneli gwybodaeth 
am wasanaethau ac adnoddau’r Llyfrgell. Cafodd y 
ddihangfan hefyd ei hadeiladu ar safle’r Llyfrgell fel atyniad 
ar gyfer teuluoedd oedd yn ymweld â ni dros yr haf.

 
The focus of the Library’s stand at this year’s Urdd 
Eisteddfod was an escape room, Llyfr-GELL, which 
included puzzles based on the Library’s collections to guide 
candidates to unlock a series of doors. During the week 
more than 350 people tried to escape, and more than 1,200 
visitors came to the stand which also included a shop and 
information panels on the Library’s services and resources. 
The escape room was also built on the Library site as an 
attraction for families visiting us over the summer.

ARDDANGOSFA HUMPHREY 
LLWYD

Un o uchafbwyntiau cynnar y flwyddyn oedd arddangosfa i 
ddathlu bywyd a gwaith Humphrey Llwyd (1527-1568). Roedd 
Lluniwr Prydain: Bywyd a Gwaith Humphrey Llwyd yn arddangos 
gweithiau pwysicaf Llwyd, ac yn rhoi sylw i’w gampau 
niferus ac esbonio eu harwyddocâd heddiw. Cynhaliwyd 
yr arddangosfa hon ar y cyd â’r prosiect Inventor of Britain: 
The Complete Works of Humphrey Llwyd a gafodd ei ariannu 
gan AHRC. Trefnwyd nifer o ddigwyddiadau i gydfynd â’r 
arddangosfa, gan gynnwys Symposiwm Mapiau Cymru 2019 
ar y cyd â Chomisiwn Brenhinol Henebion Cymru, a chyfres o 
weithdai i ysgolion gan Wasanaeth Addysg y Llyfrgell.

HUMPHREY LLWYD 
EXHIBITION
One of the early highlights of the year was an exhibition 
to celebrate the life and work of Humphrey Llwyd (1527-
1568). Inventor of Britain: The Life and Legacy of Humphrey 
Llwyd showcased Llwyd’s most important works, 
highlighting his many achievements and explaining their 
significance today. This exhibition was held in partnership 
with the AHRC-funded Inventor of Britain: The Complete 
Works of Humphrey Llwyd project. A number of events were 
organised to accompany the exhibition, including the 2019 
Wales Map Symposium with the Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, and a series of 
workshops for schools by the Library’s Education Service.

DIGWYDDIADAU
EVENTS

DARLITH YR ARCHIF 
WLEIDYDDOL 2020
Oherwydd cyfyngiadau Covid-19 mae’r ddarlith wedi cael 
ei gohirio tan Fis Tachwedd 2021 ond cynhelir digwyddiad 
amgen ar-lein. Bydd manylion llawn ar wefan y Llyfrgell: 
digwyddiadau.llyfrgell.cymru.

THE WELSH POLITICAL 
ARCHIVE LECTURE 2020
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions the lecture has been 
postponed until November 2021 but an alternative event will 
be held online. Full details will be available on the Library’s 
website: events.library.wales
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Oriau Agor Cyffredinol /
General Opening Hours

Dydd Llun – Dydd Gwener/
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 6:00pm
Dydd Sadwrn/Saturday
9:30am – 5:00pm

Cyhoeddir Cylchlythyr yr Archif Wleidyddol 
Gymreig unwaith y flwyddyn i dynnu sylw at 
gasgliadau newydd a gwaith yr archif ac mae’n 
cael ei ddosbarthu i newyddiadurwyr, haneswyr, 
academyddion, gwleidyddion ac eraill sydd â 
diddordeb yn hanes a gwleidyddiaeth Cymru. Os 
hoffech dderbyn copi, rhowch wybod i ni drwy’r 
manylion cyswllt uchod.

Mae ôl-rifynnau o’r cylchlythyr ar gael ar 
dudalennau’r Archif Wleidyddol Gymreig ar wefan 
Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru.

www.llyfrgell.cymru/archifwleidyddolgymreig	
@AWGymreig
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The Welsh Political Archive Newsletter is produced 
annually to highlight new collections and the work of 
the archive and is circulated to journalists, historians, 
academics, politicians and others who are interested 
in the history and politics of Wales. If you would 
like to receive a copy, please let us know using the 
contact details above.
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Welsh Political Archive pages of the National Library 
of Wales website. 
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