‘A PROVED AND LOYAL FRIENDSHIP’:
THE DIARY OF W. LLEWELYN WILLIAMS MP, 1906-15

William Llewelyn Williams (1867-1922) was a natiwé Brownhill, Llansadwrn in
the Towy valley, born into a family of notable Im@mdents. Two of Williams’s
uncles were prominent Welsh Congregational mirsstéte was privately educated at
Llandovery College and, the holder of a highly piggsus open scholarship, at
Brazenose College, Oxford, where he graduated stoyy and was one of the
founders of the patriotic Oxford Welsh soci€ymdeithas Dafydd ap GwilynThere
were expectations at this early stage in his catlkat he might well enter the
established church, but Williams'’s true interesémady lay in other directions, and in
1889-90 he spent a short stint as a schoolteati@arderbury. In March 1891 he was
then appointed the first editor of the Barry baSedith Wales StarHe then moved
on to edit the Swansea basgoduth Wales Posénd in June 1894 he accepted a new
position as assistant editor of the highly influaih€ardiff newspaper th8outh Wales
Daily News a pillar of the Liberal cause. During these headyiting years Williams
was a warm supporter of the Cymru Fydd movemend, iarwas he who was
primarily responsible for the establishment of ftsst branch on Welsh soil,
established at Barry in 1891. He was to be eleittefirst chairman in the following
February. Williams was also an avid supporterhef @arly political career of David
Lloyd George, soon to be elected the Liberal MPtifar highly marginal Caernarfon
Boroughs constituency in a by-election in April 089Williams, however, grew very
disillusioned at the lack of sympathy for Welshioalist aspirations and ideals at
each of these south Wales centres Barry, Swansk@andliff. Consequently in 1897
he moved on to become the chief sub-editor of tbedbn Star, edited by the
distinguished journalist T. P. O’'Connor to whom Wwkdyn Williams occasionally
refers in the diary entries printed below.

But Llewelyn Williams soon began to grow disencleantvith journalistic
work and veered back toward politics. It would methat his deeply entrenched
personal ambition was to be elected to parliameHe continued to support the
burgeoning activities of the Cymru Fydd movememidme actively involved in the
proceedings of the Royal Commission on Land in Waded pressed for the
advancement of the campaign for the disestablishofeahe Welsh Church. He came
close to being chosen as the Liberal candidateh®dpSwansea Boroughs constituency
in 1894 and for Cardiganshire in the following yeé&te still remained close to Lloyd
George with whom he toured Canada in September. 1828 Williams’s failure to
be selected as a parliamentary candidate and tepicnious collapse of the Cymru
Fydd movement at the beginning of 1896 saw him kook new career as a lawyer. In
1897 he was called to the bar from Lincoln’s Inrd dre was later to become a
bencher of the Inn. He developed, too, his undaliterary talents, continuing to
publish extensively in both English and Welsh. ldilaimed volumeswilym a
Benni Bach also published in 1897, contained a number oftsstories of much
charm for young children. Llewelyn Williams wagisesly considered as a potential
Liberal candidate for Merionethshire following ttragic premature death of Thomas
Edward Ellis MP in April 1899 and again at the gaheelection of September-
October 1900 after O. M. Edwards, Ellis’s very temgyy successor, had resolved to
retire from political life. Williams’s name was mi@d, too, as a possible Liberal
candidate for the Gower division.
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Eventually, in the general election of January 1B8&I swift on the heels of
Campbell-Bannerman’s formation of a Liberal goveeminthe previous month, W.
Llewelyn Williams was elected the Liberal MP forethiCarmarthen Boroughs
constituency. The course of events, however, ditl proceed smoothly. When
Williams had originally been nominated as the L#terandidate for the Carmarthen
Boroughs division in January 1904, it was agaimg s$itting Liberal MP Alfred
Davies. Although Davies was eventually to withdrhis name on grounds of ill-
health in the autumn of 1905, not all local Libsralere happy to endorse the
nomination of Llewelyn Williams as their candid&te.Rumours spread that a rival
Liberal candidate might well be nominated against. hin the event, he faced only a
sole Conservative candidate in the person of the. Nere Ponsonby whom he was
easily to defeat by a record majority of 2094 votéd this point Llewelyn Williams
began to keep a diary of the political events inclwhhe was involved. This was
donated to the Library in 2006, together with aatigely small group of his
correspondence and papers, by His Honour Judgeidhae Evans of Swansea, a
member of Llewelyn Williams’s family. Although he had previously kept a fairly
regular desk diary for the period January-Septenit®935 focussing on political
events, his attempt to secure the Liberal nominaiko the Swansea District and his
friendship with Lloyd George, this practice wouldesn to have lapsed during the
intervening years. When he became an MP, how&vidiams wrote very occasional
lengthy entries about the novel political worldanthich he had entered. These have
been printed below, beginning with the first entny his election victory in the
Carmarthen Boroughs in January 1906 and ending witlengthy entry for 26
November 1915 reflecting with great sadness antiggabn the breakdown of his
long friendship with Lloyd George in the wake oéthecessity to introduce military
conscription at the height of the First World War.

Although there is cause to regret that Llewelyn|M#fihs did not turn to his
diary more often, there is a great deal of intemgsimaterial here. Especially
fascinating are the entries giving Lloyd Georgecsaunts of Cabinet meetings — he
had entered the Cabinet for the first time as tresiBent of the Board of Trade in
December 1905 — and his opinions of his fellow @abministers and the burning
political issues of the day. The entries also giliams’s own views on a number
of fellow Liberal MPs, including many of those wheepresented Welsh
constituencies, and on various debates in the HoisS@®ommons, notably those on
the 1906 Education Bill. There is also much usehdterial on the interminable
debates on disestablishment between 1912 and #94HKith Williams, making good
use of his legal expertise, made a major contioiouti By the end of May 1906, in
Williams’s view, Winston Churchill had proved myké&n unqualified success as
Under-Secretary for the Colonies’ so that he wdstrtly be promoted to Cabinet
office’. ‘He well deserves his promotion, thoughwiill be difficult for him to get
another office which will give him such a chancélis admiration for Lloyd George
remained unbounded: ‘George has been winning gotgenions at the Board of
Trade. | was assured the other day that he isntbst diligent and capable
administrator the Board has ever hadhdeed, subsequent entries refer regularly to
the progress of Lloyd George’s career, notablydr@motion by Asquith to be the
Chancellor of the Exchequer in April 1908 and t@artant events in his personal life
such as the tragic death of his adored eldest daudhair Eluned at just seventeen
years of age in November 1907There are numerous references to the deeplydoote
differences over public expenditure which wrackedquith’s cabinet and the
preparation of the famous ‘People’s Budget’ in 1909
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It is, however, a cause for great regret that Llgw&Villiams did not turn to
his diary between 13 September 1909 and 12 Febd&d¥. As he himself readily
admitted when resuming the entries:

| greatly regret my omission, for the years haverb&ull of incident, and |
have been in a position to know much of what wasggon behind the scenes.
The four years have witnessed one general eledtenpassing of the Great
Budget, the crippling of the power of the Lords thg Parliament Act, the
Insurance Act, Home Rule, and Disestablishmeram lall the more sorry that
| made no notes at the time as to the various @mtglin connection with the
Welsh [Disestablishment] Bill, because | took a sarat prominent part in
the fight, and knew as much as anyone of what waggpn®

These early entries for 1914 discuss primarily tgwaents in Ireland and the
progress of the Welsh Disestablishment Bill throdlga House of Commons. By
August, Williams, horrified at the implications tiie outbreak of the First World
War, recorded ruefully in his diary, ‘Now war haoken out between this country
and Germany. A war is the negation of Liberalidmter arma silent leges. Already
the Government has become autocratic. No disaussipossible in Parliament. The
Government remain in power with the support of Tamtes'® Like many conviction
Liberals, he had disapproved strongly at the emtno@nt of state control and the
wartime attacks on civil liberties. The diary thpmmps for a whole year: ‘All is
changed. The Liberal Government is gone, and asngplace to a Coalition
Government in which the leading spirits are Asqulttoyd George, and Balfour.
Haldane has gone, and is in acute controversy Mithd George” The remaining
entries focus primarily on the moves towards thieduction of military conscription
in 1915-16 and the breakdown in the long and cloeadship between Llewelyn
Williams and Lloyd George.

The final entry — that for 26 November 1915 — begifThese entries have
been mainly concerned with my relations with Llogéorge. Alas! It seems as if
there will be no more of them’. Williams was obwsty cut to the quick by these
events, ‘He looks the other way if our eyes chancmeet in the House, and | hear
from friends that he is assuming all the airs ofan with a grievance. | wrote to him,
but he sent no reply. Mrs George ceased to calkeomy wife, after twenty years of
intimate friendship. Upon my wife writing to herrtMGeorge called once to tea, but
no more. My wife is never called to attend comeat at Downing Street, and it is
evident that the word has gone out that we aretmbooed’. Towards the end of the
lengthy entry, a note of intense bitterness is @vid'In spite of many defects which
are too patent to be unnoticed, | have followed Bnved him for a quarter of a
century. Now, | fear, it is all at an end. Hesidll scheming and fighting and
succeeding. He is of the War Council of five. Hdes roughshod over his
opponents. Men like Simon cannot stand up agdimt But my heart is sore
because of our lost friendship. ... | never thougitwould have so lightly thrown
away a proved and loyal friendshfp’ There is again certainly cause for regret that
there are no further entries after this point. wibuld have proved extremely
interesting to have diary entries penned by WilBafor later years, especially
information relating to the final cementing of thi with Lloyd George in 1916 and
his ejection from political life at the time of th€oupon’ general election in
December 1918 when he failed to secure nominatisnaaliberal candidate.
Fascinating, too, would have been Williams’s peasaeflections on the February
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1921 Dby-election in Cardiganshire when he re-sedaas the Independent
(Asquithian) Liberal candidate, but failed to secetection to parliament. He died
prematurely in April 1922 at the age of just 55rgeaAlas, it seems most unlikely
that further diaries will come to light.

J. Graham Jones
National Library of Wales

17 January 1906
Polling day at Carmarthen and LlanellyPoll declared 12 o'clock at Carmarthen
Town Hall. Figures

Llewelyn Williams 3902
Hon. Vere Ponsonby 1808
Majority 2094

As the numbers of electors on the register is 622, my majority is over one-third
of the whole electorate, and therefore the higlesall Wales. | question if the
majorities even in the City of London bear the s@maportion to the electorate.

After the declaration | proposed a vote of thattkthe Returning Officer, and
congratulated my opponent on the straight forward gentlemanly way in which he
had fought the contest. Seldom has there beeneatiom so entirely free from
personal rancour or personal bitterness. The crogidted on carrying me shoulder
high to the Ivy Bush Hotel, and nearly killed metire process. | arrived breathless
and exhausted, and only succeeded in getting anway the madly excited crowd by
promising to address them from the balcony of tiogeH This | did very briefly, and
then to bed.

18 January 1906
Neli, Tom and | went up to see grandfather, anchdohim hale and well, though
greatly aged. In the evening went to Llanelly vehdre whole [town] turned out to
give us a popular reception and a torchlight reoapt The streets were lined with
quite 20,000 people, cheering and shouting madigie enthusiasm all through the
election has been exhilarating and unprecedentegdhb procession through the town
amazed and dumbfounded me. | am told that it was Ibiggest popular
demonstration that ever took place in Llanelly. sjoke a few words from the
Athenaeum Balcony, and | addressed a meeting cfuppgorters at the Liberal Club.
The marvellous outburst of enthusiasm, so far fexuiting me, has left me
saddened, for | feel quite unworthy of it all. Ofeels that one can do so little, and
one fears the poor people expect so much. lItdiad| events, driven all cynicism out
of men’s nature, and made me determined to dochlto serve Wales and her dear
people faithfully and loyally, with courage, hongsand what skill Providence has
blessed me. The coming years should be fruitfelsdior Wales, and | am glad to be
given the chance of taking a part in the good w0rk.

19 January 1906

Went to Bangor and spoke for Lloyd George twicbut just missed him himself at
the two places. Compared him to Mordecai, who giMe his people authority to
‘rebuild the walls of Jerusalent.
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20 January 1906
[Lloyd] George returned by 1400 majority. Havempised to speak for Brace (South
Glamorgan) and Ivor Herbert (South Monmouth).

8 February 1906

George sent for me to Board of Trade. Found hist jeturned from Cabinet
meeting, and still quivering with excitement. Heoke freely, though not in detalil.
Cabinet discussed Chinese Labour in South Afriod,evidently majority at one time
inclined to temporise. George and Burns urged tatl 6,000 coolies then on their
way should not be allowed to land: but all the,rexluding Campbell-Bannerman,
against breaking contracts.

Today repetition of scene. Haldane, Milner's sgmkan, George exclaimed
contemptuously, ‘And that rascal, Winston, has s@t Just think of it! Here he is
fresh from an astounding success at the polls, @uargely to popular aversion to
Chinese Labour, and his first act almost is to |&dgin astray to write reams in
justification to the Cabinett He can talk the shibboleths of the party, - n@ on
quicker than he! — but he lacks convictions!’.

‘But what of Elgin?’, | asked. ‘Elgin? Oh, heasstraight and strong man, but
he lives on Ben Nevis — .

‘In the Observatory among the clouds?’.

‘Yes’, laughing, ‘and looking above the heads ofrtal men! He is an
aristocrat who knows nothing of popular feelingobithe change that has come over
English public life. He stares and smiles satilyjcavhen he hears mention of the
people!'!®

‘But Asquith —°.

‘Oh, Asquith?, impatiently. ‘Asquith is all bras. He sees both sides of
every guestion, and for a time does not know, aesaot care, which side he adopts.
But once he decides he becomes a strong partisainisaa very difficult man to
tackle. He is always delivering judgement, - armbwo the prisoner in the dockP.

‘But Morley surely —".

‘Morley is all right, but he is as timorous as aman. He said not a word —
yes, once, when Campbell-Bannerman was speakingaide ‘Butcan we?’. | was
aghast.Can we?’. ‘No. Campbell-Bannerman is the ontgn in the crowd™’

‘Did you take part yourself?’.

‘Burns and | were going to, and going to speabrgjly. But Campbell-
Bannerman interposed, and | crumpled them up wasentences! He has the right
instincts, and he is a man of genuine convictions’.

I mentioned that he came out first of all as a iRadagainst the official
Liberal candidate for the Stirling Boroughs.

‘Well, he remains a Radical, - the only [one] blesi Burns and myself in the
Cabinet. He saved us today from rushing headlnt@disaster in South Africa. He
spoke quite simply, but there was a note of coroncin his voice that brought tears
into my eyes. The first time such a note has leamd in that awful place! After he
spoke, no one ventured to stand up to him. Halganen a timid little plea, but the
old man lowered his brows and pretended not to nstaled the pointHe understood,
but he has been doing some thinking since thaDD&isiness. He is slow, but he is
strong, - the strongest man in the Cabinet. G3dfie only man who can stand up to
him, and he was away. It is not a great Cabindgtirned to Herbert Gladstone and
said to him, ‘My God, do these fellows think thia¢ tcountry has given us a thumping
majority in order thatve should be in office? If we dontto something, we shall be
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kicked out as ignominiously as the Balfour crewVHo is going to do it?’, asked
Gladstone. ‘There are 200 new men in the Housal,Isaand don’t you forget it! He
was incredulous, but they will have to amend theays if they wish to avert
disaster’.

‘How does Burns shape?'.

‘Oh, Burns is a fine, manly fellow, perfectly sght and really conscientious.
He and | have worked together very cordially’.

‘Well,  am glad Campbell-Bannerman is turningtopmps’.

‘Yes: so much so that | am beginning to doubtjodgement, for | thought
Rosebery would have been the better man for Priiméstdr’ *®

We spoke of other things. He did not want hisgbaphy written for Fisher
Unwin, and agreed with me that at all events | waisthe man to write it. ‘You are
essential to me in the House’, he said, ‘but if yetote my “Life”, our real
relationship would be obscured, and your usefulngesild be diminished’. He
thought the Welsh Members could get Disestablistiiighey pressed for it, but he
agreed again with me that it would never pass tireld, and that it was questionable
whether it was good tactics to press for its inicicbn at all under the circumstances.
Then Clement Edwards was announced, and Heft.

10 February 1906

Have written ‘editorial notes of the month’, andotleaders, ‘Welsh Ministers’ and
‘A practical policy’ for J. Hugh Edwards¥/elsh Reviewhich appears on March 1.
There is no doubt room for a first-class Welsh Reyibut is JHE the man for the
task?’ A really well conducted and vigorously writtereview’ would be of great
service to Wales in the coming years.

12 February 1906

Dined with George at Wandsworth. Talked of Eduwratnd Disestablishment. On
Education found George rather nearer the seculgmsition than his public
declarations would imply. Has great sympathy wite secularists, but thinks their
views would not be popular with the majority of &r€hurchmen or Anglicans.
Referred to Philip Snowden’s article in tbaily Newswhere, after taking up the
secularist position, he goes on to advocate Bisehing?’ | pointed out that Henry
Richard and Edward Miall had always argued in fawafusecularism, and expressed
the view that the religious controversy would alwde with us unless and until the
State frankly abandoned religious teaching in tbleosls. George told me that
Acland and Birrell came to see him at Brighton & fdays ago. Haldane had been
advocating the retention of the ‘dual system’ ia tbabinet. George told Birrell that
if the Cabinet took up that line, he would residirrell said, ‘I stand or fall with you
in this matter. If you go, | go’. At the next niieg of the Cabinet, Haldane
withdrew, and said that he had only wanted to meee Church case. So the dual
system is to go. | asked how Asquith is behavi@gorge said, ‘Admirably. He is
very decent to me, and is evidently thinking of ttewersion to the leadership’.
Fowler, he said, is very strong on the educatioestjan, though in favour of under
one in national educatidf.

As for Disestablishment, he repeated his opiniat e could get our Bill if
we wanted it, but it was very doubtful if it wasagbpolicy. Wanted me to attend the
Welsh Members meeting on Wednesday. Suggested hsalds go in for a
constructive policy of ‘devolution’ for Wales (orhé line of my article), and a
Commission to inquire into the endowments of therCh in Wales.
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Went up to the House at midnight to take my sdaiund a crowd of over a
hundred members waiting for admission. When therglavere opened, a most
undignified rush for seats was made. | managesktore the third seat on the third
bench below the gangway.

13 February 1906

Took my seat. Itis curious how the number 13dféected me. | was nominated on
January 13, by 13 nominations. | secured 3900syetthree times 13 hundred, - the
extra two being my proportion of four doubtful vete And now | take my seat on
February 13.

There was a great crush, and nearly one-thirdhef House had no seats.
Wilfrid Lawson proposed Lowther as Speaker in amiaably conceived speech,
simple, humorous, and marked with real good feeligjuart-Watley seconded in a
more ambitious and well-phrased speech. Lowthédyrtstted’ himself to the House.
His speech was not as polished as Gulley’s in 1B@6he has a well set-up figure, an
excellent voice, and he is evidently in touch wite Housée?

Campbell-Bannerman and Akers-Douglas and Keir idacdngratulated the
Speaker-elect.

14 February 1906
Attended the Welsh Members’ meeting at 4 o’clockofge, McKenna, and Herbert
Lewis were present. Everything went well until Vaag Davies moved a resolution
in favour of approaching the Prime Minister witlgaed to Disestablishment. The
discussion was heated and even acrimonious. [OThamas and Ellis Griffith took
up a hostile attitude, and hinted distrust both tio¢ Welsh Members of the
Government and of Campbell-Bannerman. They foittld br no support. George,
S. T. Evans, and | spoke in favour of delay, antthing was doné?

Took my oath as member. Nearly 450 members hamne do today.

6 March 1906

Have been away at Barry, Llanelly &c. The St D&viDay celebration at Llanelly
was the finest | have ever attended. In the aftamn 1600 schoolchildren
foregathered in the Market Hall, some 400 of thetmg as orchestra (violin) and the
rest as choir, and rendering Welsh national aitth great spirit and effect. In the
evening took the chair at public meeting, atteng®000 people. The Vicar and |
both spoke, - | on the necessity of keeping alimd axtending the use of Welsh.
Cranogwen, in proposing a vote of thanks, pointeidtloe change that had come over
Wales in her time. The Liberal candidate she fieshembered was a squire who
could only patter a few broken words in Welsh. Niny had a member who spoke
for 45 minutes in pure Cymraeg without a word ofksh, and then she gave a list of
‘beautiful idiomatic phrases’ | had uséd! The Vicar was also very complimentary,
and said it was the best Welsh he had heard opldtferm!

Yesterday, a reception was given by the Liberdlels at the Market Hall,
which was also a great success. The visit to lllames most enjoyable.

Sunday, March 4, | spent at Kidwelly. | met aipaian and asked him the
way to Chapel. He told me, but added that the pesacher was to be found in
another chapel. He addressed me by name.

‘Oh, you know me?’, | said.

‘Yes’, was the reply, ‘| used to be stationed &nelly’.

‘Were you there during the election?’.
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‘Yes: it wasgrand. — But we are disappointed you have not made your
maiden speech’.

‘Well, it is rather early times yet’, | apologisedAnd, you see, the Liberals
being in power, we must not waste time in talk’.

‘But we sent you there to talk, and yean talk. | was at three of your
meetings and they weigrand! | am looking at the paper every morning to see th
report of your speech in the House of Commons'’.

‘Well’, I replied, ‘I must really try and satisfyoy’.

He was mollified. ‘Don’t be too eager, too’, hedad. ‘If there is no time to
speak, you coulgair!’.

* * % * * %% % *x *x % % *

But it is extraordinary what importance constitigerdtach to a member
speaking in the House. At the reception on Sungiaiye fifty people asked me when
my maiden speech was to come off. Parliament isanmonth old, and they were
disappointed because their member had not broleicéh What a revolution since
the old silent days!

* * % * * % % %k * k% % *

12 March 1906
Made my maiden speech on Free Trade. Sir JamssrKihoved an amendment in
favour of Free Trade. After two or three had sppKerose but failed to catch the
Speaker’s eye. Then Balfour challenged a divisiora minor issue, after a somewhat
stormy scene between him and J. C. and Campbeltéaran in which Campbell-
Bannerman got decidedly the best of it. ‘Cease fthudery’ cried the old man, ‘and
let us get to business!”. The House roared witighed approval, though some of
the older members seemed shocked. It is remarkedleCampbell-Bannerman has
captured this House. It lis House even more than the last was Balfour's. § ma
suffer in form thereby, but it will gain in sincgri The new House is impatient of the
dialectical juggley of Balfour, and the insincepbistries of Chamberlain. It likes
the blunt and homely directness, the ready humand the readier sympathy of
Campbell-Bannerman.

| rose after the division at 7.20, and succeedechiching the Speaker’s eye.
The House began to empty, - the dinner adjournroeimy at 7.30. | began to speak
amid the din of retreating feet, and | could hatar the sound of my own voice. |
was quite cool when | rose, but the indifferenceéh&f House, the scurrying figures,
the general buzz of conversation, and the idea Ithheis making my first speech,
proved nearly too much for me — | became confusebexcited, and for a moment |
did not know what | was saying. Somebody on tlieioside shouted, ‘Speak up’. It
acted like a tonic, and | regained my self-commaida minute or two | gained the
attention of such as still lingered in the Housapt more than two hundred or so, -
and then came the adjournment for dinner.

| resumed at nine o’clock, and spoke till 9.30heTHouse, almost empty,
when | started filled up as | went on, till | hdeetpleasure of addressing a crowded
House at the close. | am assured on all handastansuccess. George sent me a note
to say it was ‘penigamp’, and he afterwards toldBireell and Campbell-Bannerman
both said it was excellent. Robson told me it wesmost powerful presentment of
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the Free Trade case ever put in his hearing toHiwese. Sir Gilbert Parker, Sir
Howard Vincent, and Sir Edward Clarke on the otbide, and a score or two of
members on our side, came up to me in the Lobla/cangratulated me.

There were two draw-backs, however. Though thasdovas full, the press
gallery was almost empty, and in many of the papdrghat is said is that ‘Mr
Williams continued the discussion’. But there isexcellent report in th&imes and
very nice notices in thaVesternMail, S. W. D. NewsLiverpool Daily Post
Manchester Guardia&.c.

The other drawback was that | was followed (aftédong and tedious oration
from Philip Snowden) by F. E. Smith, the young Itp@ol ‘local’. He came to the
House with a reputation, and he immensely added ltg his first speech. It was,
omnium consenstihe most brilliant maiden speech heard for a ggioan. | thought
the witticisms were occasionally thin and forcedd @he real thought shallow: but
the speech was fresh, sparkling, and excellentliyeted. Smith’s only difficulty
will be to live up to the level of his maiden etforBut it effectually wiped out all
recollection of my speech for the time. Lloyd Ggoifollowed in a very laborious
and ineffective ‘official’ reply. He was evidently at ease, and did not make the best
use of his material. Balfour listened with evidenterest and sympathy, and | thought
he really did his best to help George al6hg.

13 March 1906

The debate came to an abrupt end, after a somedvbaty discussion. | received
many letters from the constituency, and | have aobdtl scores of people are more
satisfied now that their member has ‘broken hiskduc

27 March 1906

| went down to the House to ask the Whips to finel anpair, as | felt unwell. Found
Lawson Walter on his feet, introducing the TradéspDtes Bill*’ | was staggered to
find that the Government don’'t propose to resttwe anti-Taff Vale decision, and
though | had only that morning received a Treadugf from Walton, | roundly
stated that | could not support their Bill in tHatm. | thought poor Walton looked
very sick, because | question if he likes the Bilich he had to introduce. The
speech itself was a fine Parliamentary performand&ough my intervention has
done me no good in official quarters, it has, hkhigreatly helped me in Llanelly, and
especially among the Labour element.

12 April 1906

A very unpleasant incident has occurred. Georgswted me more than once about
the Disestablishment Commission, and submitted Bamee me?® | suggested
alterations in the list, which he provisionally atlked. He asked me who should be
secretary. | mentioned Lleufer Thomas, but wasttam if he would act. | offered
to find out, and George agreed. At Cardiff Assizesw Lleufer and asked him in
strict confidence if he was disposed to accepiffdred, the Secretaryship to a Royal
Commission. | understood him to decline, and tia¢ten dropped’

Since then George has been in communication wéhArchbishop, but asked
his Grace for the present not to mention the mdtiethe Welsh Bishops. The
Archbishop came to see George one day, and coregladh the restriction placed
upon him. ‘I have just received a letter from Bishop of St David’s informing me
of the proposed Commission - a fact which was dsad to him at the Cardiff
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Conference by a Welsh Member’. [On March 23 | wrathat | thought of it in the
April number of thewelsh Review*

George assures me that the only Welsh Memberswene in his confidence
were S. T. Evans (one of the proposed Commissiprfer@nk Edwards and myséff.
F. E. [Frank Edwards] is above suspicion. WhennBwaias approached, he said that
Lleufer came to him at Cardiff and asked him wing Commission was to be about,
and that he had been told of it by me. The infesetherefore was that | had blabbed
to St David’s, whom | had long talks with at Cafdif

| lost my temper, and my answer was more forcthen relevant. Lleufer
now assures me that he only asked S. T.’s opinsoa faiend as to whether he ought
to take the secretaryship, - and that was ten dfigs | had spoken to him, and after
the Conference was past and gone.

9 May 1906

John Dillon, speaking on the Second Reading otithécation Bill today, said that he

had listened with interest to the views expressgdhe Labour members, because
they sent their children to the public elementasa®ls. | interposed that George
sent his children there, - which rather nonplud3g#idn for the time.

Robson came up to me afterwards and asked méhdught George would
like it to be generally known that he sent his dtgh to the Board School! This from
an English Liberal, and one who is supposed — &jitdly — to be one of the best
Radicals in the Government. | told him Georgefaofrom objecting, would have
been the first to proclaim the fact himself, hadbleen present. For one cannot help
admiring the entire absence of snobbishness andnme in him. His accession to
office has not altered him, or given him the slegttindication of ‘swelled head'.

The incident impressed me with the fundamentd¢dihce between the Celtic
and English democracy. The Englishman desireopaltdiberty above and beyond
all else; as long as that is secured, he does mat what class distinctions prevail.
The educated Englishman — however ‘democratic’ $emtiments — invariably
recognises the distinction which exists between himd the illiterate workingman.
‘Thy speech betrayeth thee’ is true of every Emghian. The trained ear can not only
classify Englishmen into grades of society by tlaicent, but could almost allocate
them to their respective schools or colleges. iea of the equality of man is
nowhere present in English society. Neither riohpoor recognise its existence.

To the Welshman, on the other hand, the dignityiefown personality is
supreme. There is not the same keen sense ofthe of personal liberty or of the
equality of individuals before the law. ‘Law’ isthing which he does not understand
or respect as the Englishman does. But in sooaVerse he insists on equality of
treatment. | have been often ‘sirred’ by Welshméren | addressed them in English.
Immediately | turned to Welsh, their speech becdameiliar, and a new sense of
equality arose. The same trait, | am told, is oledge in Spain. Spaniards are the
proudest race in Europe; but strangers have beerzeamat the familiarity which
obtains between all classes. The highest spot efshsocial life is the absence of
snobbish class distinctions. | wonder if this wslurvive the process of
Anglicanisation through which we are passing?

10 May 1906

After eighteen vain attempts, | succeeded in catchiie Speaker’s eye at 9 o’clock in
the evening on this, the fourth, and concludinghhigf the debate on the Second
Reading. | came down on Monday with a really gepdech. But others were called
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before me, and they said all | had meant to say TQesday | prepared another,
which lasted me till Wednesday night. Then | predaanother, which | succeeded in
letting off tonight. It contained one suggestiarhich has never before been made,
and whose fate | shall curiously watch. It wad #tlause four of the Bill should be
made mandatory as regards ‘religious teaching’ thait the ordinary teachers should
not be permitted, under any circumstances, to sugfibious instruction. — At eleven
we divided, and the second reading was carried ovilt two hundred majority.

When | look back over the debate, the outstanté#ature seems to me now to
have been Chamberlain’s speech on the third daybdgan by making a purely party
speech, but as he went on, he deviated into ocaassincerity. He showed us a
glimpse of his own old self. We, Radicals below gangway, cheered him with real
enthusiasm, while his own party listened with iasiag glumness. He seemed to be
carried away for the moment by the rising tide ofwaction, and he stated in clear
terms that teachers should not be subjected te. t&ich a storm of cheering as broke
out when he said this | have not heard in the HoUser the moment Chamberlain
quite regained his old ascendancy over the HoBsdfour has not done so. He is not
listened to even by his own side, and the impa&eoicour side is somewhat too
clamant now and then.

The best defence of the Bill was made by Asquithhis cold, cogent,
unemotional way. George delivered the best spekakie ever heard from him in the
House, - somewhat crude in parts, and lackinggnitii of form, but sincere, pointed,
and touched with the real eloquence of convictiirrell is our Pius Il, - the wordly
man of letters become Pope. He is the guardiath@fspiritual interests of the
children, - or thinks his official position requérdiim to be. He has been called a
Nonconformist, and as that designation is usefstl flow, he tolerates the title. He is
in himself both statesman and philosopher, andelgards religion as Gibbon said
these did. Sometimes he is led away almost tdf egaEnly at things which duller
men regard as sacred. | notice that immediatelgldes so, there is a responsive
gleam in Balfour's eye on the other side of thdgabThe two men have much in
common. They care little for religion; what littkaith they have in anything is
centred on education. They have a profound cortéongectarian differences which
neither understands, - though Birrell realisesrtegength more than Balfour because
his father was a Baptist Minister. They could lyaspnstruct a scheme, which would
be satisfactory to themselves, but which would eotlee hostility of every sincere
Tory and Liberal — the chief danger to the Bilklim this fatal facility of Birrell. He
has no convictions in the matter, and thereforsheet-anchor. His tendency will be
to drift with each cross-current that meets hinthewt rudder or compass to direct or
guide his course. His colleagues leave him attorsteer the bank as he wills. The
responsibility is his, and they are glad to heaptn his shoulders.

Redmond, as usual, was excellent. So, indeedg WerP. O’Connor and
Dillon. But the most impressive speech from thshirbenches was that of Tim
Healy. | cannot say that it impressed me gredtiyt, everybody else was wildly
excited about it. It was too laboured an oratldhpught. The changes from grave to
gay were too sudden and too violent to be artislice argument was inconsequential,
and the manner often provocative. He ended upubgesting that as he could not
spell or parse to do a rule of three he had a eleasion than anyone else of ‘the
Christ to come’. Such obscurantist teaching isadteful to me. It is not true, and |
greatly question the sincerity of the speaker.|l,Sis a Parliamentary effort, the
speech was an unqualified success. The Irish ali¢imeer it, though John Redmond
laughed at some of the jib&s.
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28 May 1906

Tonight the first clause of the Education Bill waassed in Committee. The
discussion has been trivial, except on Maddisoetukrist amendment. Only sixty-

three of us went into the Lobby, though our numheosild have been doubled or
even trebled if members had the courage of theivictions. One really excellent

speech was delivered by Masterman. | confessrjirised and delighted me, for |

had taken him to be a somewhat indecisive and piedagrson. He did not score as
big a success as F. E. Smith in his maiden spéetthe showed far greater qualities
of mind and thought.

The opposition to the Bill seems to me to havenbesry feebly conducted,
and even unworthy of the occasion. | shall berssegd if it does not pass through the
House [of Commons] pretty much in its present foifnthe Government so wills it.
The only fear is the pliability of Birrell. He wdii be strong enough when he is
convinced. It is his lack of conviction that mayeek the Bill.

‘Tommy Lough made a most mischievous speech oe WMaddison
amendment which was cheered to the echo by theJand listened to in startled
silence by our side. The Nonconformists in thentguare beginning to be roused,
and if something is not done, the Bill will be Idshg before clause four is reached.
The danger is not Parliamentary, but in the countrpave only been surprised that
the Nonconformists have not been up in arms long ag

30 May 1906

The House met for adjournment over the Whitsuns®ceThe first two laps of the
Session are over, and as | look back, | feel thathnhas happened since February 13.
What reputations have been made and lost, what fitqgwes have emerged from
obscurity, what old personages have dropped out.

The great unknown of the Parliament was [the]P.Lgroup. They are only
thirty men, but thirty men in permanent oppositare formidable. Keir Hardie, by a
majority, of one was elected their leader. Theartyg hate him as heavily as he
hates them. MacDonald the Secretary and Keir lgattde chairman are hardly on
speaking terms. There are thirty other Labour mka are also Liberals. These men
hate the I.L.P. with as much fervour as Healy h&#®n, or O’Brien [and] John
Redmond. The L.L.P. return the hate with intereatl the same, the Labour group
have proved themselves capable Parliamentariahsy flave not turned out quite so
well as | had at first anticipated. Some of theavehnot ‘worn’ well. Walsh has
subsided; Brace talks too much; Snowden talks ¢mg land windily; Keir Hardie
lacks charm of voice and manner and character. irBmMacDonald, Henderson, and
Shackleton they possess three sensible, capabldycamest men, who will make their
mark.

The Tories are still in a state of collapse. E€hbas hardly been any real
opposition as yet. There have been efforts atrottsdn, but so feeble and so futile
that it has met only with derision and contempt. EF Smith, who went up like a
rocket, has come down like a stick; Balfour and f@berlain are so inconsiderable
that they can almost be ignored as far as the Hsusencerned; Wyndham is clever,
amiable, and popular, but he drinks too much, aedevit not that he is one of the
handsomest men | have ever seen, his appearande betepulsive sometimes after
dinner as he lolls, in drunken stupor, on the FrOpposition Bench; Lord Robert
Cecil is acute, but he has no force; Meysey Thompants and poses, but he has
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nothing to say, and says it; while the rest of Theies — the Rutherfords, the Carliles,
the Fells, are simply bores and nothing else.

On our side, Herbert Paul began brilliantly, bettmas spoken so often that
(though he has never spoken badly) he is losingpdls over the House — Sam Evans
has been active throughout the Session. He alganbsell, and his action in talking
out Woman’s Suffrage was a considerable achieveminth brought him to the
front. But, unfortunately for him, Lawson Waltoellfil, Robson was said to be
about to have the Attorneyship, and the Solicitiprstiould be vacant. Sam Evans
thought this was his chance, and he began to attteaapologist-in-general for the
Government. It mattered not what the Bill or matiwas, once let the Government be
attacked, and Evans became at once their champgitenwas placed on two Royal
Commissions, and two Select Committees, and thetuah admiration became so
marked as to excite attention. Of all unofficiabmmbers | should say S. E. has
occupied more space in Hansard than any one as&dssion. But, good speaker
though he is, he is losing the ear of the Houséglwtlistrusts more than anything else
a ‘lawyer on the make’. His last few interventienespecially last night when he was
the direct cause of a ‘scene’ which prevented #ssage of the Government’s Bill to
establish the Police Commission — have been sirlguwlafortunate.

Perhaps the most successful unofficial Ministesiamember has been Dr.
Macnamara. He has delivered four or five speecfiggeat force and effectiveness.
Belloc has made one good speech, but he has owhblke belied the expectations
that were formed of him.

Also my own personal experience, | think | am mthran satisfied with the
position in which | find myself. | am greatly imésted in the House and all its
doings. Its eccentrics — Lupton, A. C. Morton, I@aky Weir etc. — I love to see and
watch, its changing moods are as fascinating aslthugls on an autumn day, the chat
of the Lobby and the confidences of the smokingrothe rough and tumble of the
division lobbies, and the general clubbable aigedd-comradeship that prevails are
also delightful. | am all the more satisfied asind my membership, though it
entailed an initial expenditure, has had a mosisfeatory influence on my
professional income.

It is rumoured that Winston Churchill — who hagiben unqualified success
as Under-Secretary for the Colonies — will shopypromoted to Cabinet office. He
well deserves his promotion, though it will be difiit for him to get another office
which will give him such a chance. Ripon, it isdsas shaky over the Education Bill,
and may retire. If so, Crewe will succeed himeader in the Lords, and room will
be made for Churchill in the Cabinet.

George has been winning golden opinions at therdBo& Trade. | was
assured the other day that he is the most diligedtcapable administrator the Board
has ever had.

John Burns today had a tussle with Keir Hardie dmsl lot over the
Unemployed question on the adjournment. The l.wBre plainly spoiling for a
fight. Barnes, Will Thorne, Keir Hardie, Shackletand Will Crooks were hostile
and occasionally almost offensive. Burns delivemeslashing combative reply. He
would have nothing to do with ‘doss-house econahistith popularity-hunters, or
with ‘pauper compounds’, as he termed Labour Celeni A sturdy, courageous,
straight speech, which earned the unstinted appodvieories and Liberals, but which
will create trouble, | fear, between the Governmeamd the I.L.P. On the whole, the
I.L.P. have been reasonable up to now. A few nsmeh speeches, and they will
become active opponents, and perhaps obstrucgonist
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On reviewing the situation, one can not help beitugk with the fact that the
Government have strengthened their position sirteUary.

12 June 1906

Today is the beginning of the Government’s declifigtrell has justified suspicion,
and has begun to make concessions. Today he agreattoduce an amendment
compelling — in effect — all local authorities take over structurally fit voluntary
schools, even if unnecessary. This will createoensin the country, if not a crisis in
the House. Naturally John Redmond jumped at tifer @ind clinched the bargain.
The only ray of consolation lies in the fact thatib Chamberlain and Balfour were
inclined to cavil at the concession. But the Gawegnt's trial has begun, and |
greatly mistrust Birrell's strength and soundneSam Evans spoke well.

20 June 1906

The names of the Welsh Church Commissioners areaodt | had a long talk with
George, McKenna and Herbert Roberts in George’snrabout preparing our case.
George very keen on getting a lawyer to do the vaordt to represent our side before
the Commissioners. Herbert Roberts suggested cusirc J. O. Thomas, whom |
remember at New College. George suggested T. ghé$, Bridgend. | suggested
(1) Lleufer Thomas, and (2) W. J. Evans, privateretary to David Davies,
Llandinam. | was commissioned to see Lleufer, @ndffer him £500 and expenses,
on condition of his giving up his whole time to therk.

Walked with George to Victoria. Told me that #ndvad been great trouble in
the Cabinet on Education Bill. Campbell-Bannermeas always cordial and straight,
Fowler helpful, Morley loyal, and John Burns quiependable. Asquith was
uncertain, Buxton ‘a man who ought never to beha Cabinet on his merits’,
malicious and mischievous, Gladstone a nincumpuadw ‘had never made a sensible
suggestion or shown the slightest initiative’, Bifrcared for nothing but getting the
Bill through anyhow, and Ripon very Catholic.

Clause iv to be amended. Right of appeal to Bituc®oard, but (1) no part
for 4/5 schools, (2) wishes of parents to be asoextl by ballot, and (3) no
‘mandamus’ of local authority by Board of Educatiolf an authority is ‘pigheaded’,
the Board is to treat the school as an ante-1902ntary school. | hazarded the
opinion that these amendments would greatly pofgélahe Bill on our side. Clause
Iv, as it stood, was as much as even moderate mdd stand; to make it mandatory
would be to court certain disaster. The auditoosild, | thought, take the sting out of
the objections of Pecks [?] and Sam Evans.

Birrell, I remarked, was ageing greatly. ‘Yesaid George, ‘he is very
sensitive and is almost breaking down. Very littdere, and he would throw up the
Bill and retire from the Cabinet'.

George told me a queer story. On Tuesday, thstignehad arisen what was
the right interpretation of the ‘2 days facilities’clause 3. Did it mean thainly on 2
days a week was religious instruction to be givancould it mean that while each
child in the school could only be taught twice aelethe person would have the right
of entry on five days and could divide the childieto classes so that he need not do
the whole work on two days? Sam Evans said it mienfirst; Robson and Birrell
the second. Upon enquiry, Morant told George thatclause had been expressly
drafted so as to mean the second. But who gavertnegghtsman his orders? The
Cabinet had decided the other thing. George steppelblorant of deliberate
treachery; but since the Welsh Revolt, George Hdtwant and thinks him capable of
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anything. — It is curious how George is makingdssendancy felt in the Cabinet, for
he seems to be consulted about Education as muBinrel.>*

22 June 1906
Find Gladstone has appointed a monoglot Englishimdore Chief Inspector of Mines
in the Swansea District in spite of the proviso sn39(1) of the Coal Mines
Regulation Act, 1887. Have given notice of a queston the subject. It is
abominable that a Liberal Home Secretary shouldbeedtely ignore a provision
passed by a Tory Government. But it is only inoadance with Gladstone’s feeble
conduct generally. He is generally recognised tes weakest member of the
Government. His management of the Work Comp. Cdtamihas been extremely
falous, and no one seems to care what he saysnisthl asked him three months
ago to nominate a capable young Welshman for tlamexation for an Assistant
Factory Inspectorship. There are only two Welsbagng inspectors out of five in
South Wales. He promised: but has not done sspoke today to Herbert Samuel
about it, and threatened him with the Welsh Membetse did not. He seemed
frightened; but with a fool for a chief, he maydige to do nothing.

The Welsh Members this week have shown signswfkimg up’. Last week
| approached Ivor Herbert, with the suggestion tredt-a-dozen of the new Members
should agree to work together, as it seemed implestd get the whole Welsh party
to do anything. He agreed, and last Monday he larsidney Robinson, David
Davies, and Brace dined together and talked mattegs Next day the Welsh party
met. Herbert and | spoke strongly about our inégtiand the need of continued
action. Our remarks were well received, thoughr@edollowed me with a carping
speech. We agreed to meet on every day when acoewartment’ of the Education
Bill is reached. It is to be hoped that this vbiting about some change for the better.
At present, Sam Evans is the only one of the Wklsimbers who speaks. Of late he
has changed his role from being a universal champfahe Government to that of
general critic. People imagine that he is speafonyVales and the newspapers treat
him as the Welsh leader. As a matter of factheeifis apologist nor as critic did he
speak for Wales. Welshmen are, | believe, satisfigh the Education Bill and on
the whole with the Government. They want greatachfulness on the part of Welsh
Members, but they don’t wish us to be captiousraritical °

4 February 1907

| have entered nothing in this note book for sixnths or more. Not that politics
have been uninteresting. Indeed, the events oAthliemn Session have been quite
exciting. The rejection of the Education Bill @ffect) and of the Plural Voting Bill
(in terms) by the House of Lords has raised questad momentous importance. But
| have been too busy with my practice at the Baake any intimate interest in these
matters. My professional work has doubled durlmglast four or five months, and it
is difficult — and indeed impossible — to attendw@ exacting professions at one and
the same time.

The first breach in the Cabinet ranks took plac®&cember when Mr Bryce
was appointed Ambassador to the United States.Jdn Ellis also resigned the
Under-Secretaryship of India on the ground of datih. Lloyd George told me the
last day of the Session that McKenna was destinedhie Education Office. His
words have come true. Birrell has gone to thén I@$fice, and McKenna promoted to
the Education Department. The two new men intreduare Macnamara and
Hobhouse — excellent appointmefits.
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A fortnight ago George told me that a hitch haduoneed over the proposed
establishment of the Welsh branch of the Educdliepartment. Birrell was pledged
to it; Marchant Williams had written in October taat my instigation, to Morant to
ascertain his views. Morant replied most satisfdigt | had some difficulty in
convincing George that, assuming the Lords destfdlie Welsh National Council
proposal in the Education Bill, it would be welly Bn administrative act, to establish
a separate Welsh Department. | strongly urgedsémee view on the Government in
one of the closing discussions on the Lords’ amemdmto the Bill. As long as
Birrell remained at the Education Office, all wemell. But with the advent of
McKenna, who is a Welsh member, difficulties aros8everal Welsh Members,
including myself, had been asked to suggest naoreghé¢ first and second posts. |
suggested: *1post, Sir Isambard Owen, Professor Henry Jonesegsor Anwyl, O.
M. Edwards; 2" post J. H. Davies and Lleufer Thomas.

The week before last George wrote to me from Neteaasking me to meet
him at the National Liberal Club on the"™41 went, and there he told me what had
occurred. McKenna insisted on one of two thinggher the Welsh Under Secretary
should be a man known to and trusted by him or a traaned in the departmen,
the Welsh Department must remain under Morantroigsted that such a policy was
a breach of Birrell's promise, and that from thev@mment’s point of view would be
disastrous. Morant’'s name stinks in the nostrilshe Welsh C. C., and if it were
known that the Welsh Department is subject to invpuld be suspect from the first.
Both George and Herbert Roberts (who was also pteagreed. But what could be
done? Said George. We agreed that all of us rmmysand see and influence
McKenna: but then he is likely to be stiff-backedt at first. George urged me to
take the first post at £1500 a year. He said Mct&enould give way if | took it. But
| refused point-blank to the great satisfactiorRoberts who was evidently chagrined
at George’s suggestion. | said | had worked toal lzad too long at both bar and
politics to give them up now when | was entering ithe fruits of my labours.

And so the thing remains to this day. McKennaeiéms, is not yet ‘in the
saddle’, and will not be admitted to his new pdkthe King returns from Paris at the
end of this week.

In the meantime Wales is agitated over the questidisestablishment. The
Church Commission, under the chairmanship of Mah Williams has turned out to
be a veritable fiasco. The Lord Justice insistexeiuding ‘hearsay evidence’ which
includes, he says, historical evidence. He is tamtly rude to Sam Evans, Principal
Fairbairn and Henry Jones. Poor Frank Edwardssdaoé open his mouth. Sam
Evans has long since threatened to resign; if les,dihe others will follow. Lleufer
has not been a success as counsel. He lacks gdedigion and force. Our evidence
is badly prepared, and all ‘higgledy-piggledy’. €lbhairman wastes an enormous
deal of time with long and involved questions. ke the only one of the
Commissioners who is allowed to travel beyond thams of reference’. A suspicion
is being engendered that these are merely diléatics, and that the real object is to
postpone disestablishment.

An agitation, which threatens to become formidaltlas been started in
Wales. The Adullamites — Ellis Griffith, D. A. Thaas, Alfred Thomas, Ellis Davies
— are on the war-paff. George has been making vehement speeches agmnst
Lords, and in the Cabinet meeting last Friday tststed that our first duty is to pare
their claws. He was supported by Grey, Haldanen8ufTweedmouth and Buxton;
against him were Fowler, Birrell, Herbert GladstdheA committee of eight was
appointed to inquire and report. Before the meetinnrote a letter to George
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embodying my views. | amplified it on Saturday aseht it to theManchester
Guardian and theSouth Wales Daily Newwho publish it today. The policy
advocated is this: (1) if the Government decidel think they should, to go for the
Lords at once, Wales ought not to insist on a measti Disestablishment being
introduced before we go to the country. But (Zh& Government decide in favour of
filling up the cup’, then we, as Welsh memberspuld insist on a definite promise
from the Government that Welsh Disestablishmenll sigathe chief measure of the
third Session. | added a few words in defence ebrGe, who has been most
outrageously attacked by disappointed politiciandMales. He is keener on doing
things for Wales now than ever, and it is hard tleashould, under the circumstances,
be wounded in the house of his friends.

16 February 1907

Last Saturday | received a telegram from Georgen fBelfast asking me to dine with
him the following day (Sunday). | went. We diredGallis’s, and George told me a
great deal of what had been taking place in thente€Cabinet meetings.

First as to his visit to Belfast — the first maaea Liberal Minister for over
twenty years. The Whips, it seems, had asked birgot and he had reluctantly
consented. Then Moore KC, the new Ulster membad, publicly threatened to
‘Birmingham’ George if he went. The Whips and @&binet became alarmed. They
feared a riot, ending in bloodshed, would resufitessure was brought to bear on
George to cancel the engagement. He refused.ellBim quite a friendly way,
brought the subject up in the Cabinet. At firsterybody urged him not to go. But
on his remaining resolute, they gave way, and Georgs jubilant over the result.
The whole thing passed off peaceably, and the ngetivere a triumphant success.
This, George thought, would greatly strengthengdasition in the Government. ‘I
was not going to be warned off after promising 0, e said. Birrell said that the
police were quite willing he should go, becausey tvanted to show off what they
could do! Mrs George was very nervous on Fridaymy wife told me. They went
together to a theatre, in order to pass the tithéhé news came that everything was
all right.

Another matter he mentioned was that the King hadn complaining to
Campbell-Bannerman about his speeches againstattus.L The first complaint was
about the speech he made at my Llanelly meetingseptember last. When
Campbell-Bannerman spoke to him about it, he predhtse would not refer to them
again till they had done some mischief. Immedyatekey destroyed the Education
Bill, he was unmuzzled, and ‘went for’ them agaithwsimilar results. George
however absolutely refused to be dictated to, aachgbell-Bannerman, | gather, did
not press the point. ‘If it is not an item in quiogramme’, said George, ‘I shall of
course defer to your wishes, and make no mentiaf) bbit if it is, | am not going to
submit my speeches to the King or anyone to beoteds The result is he is in deep
disgrace at Court, and was not asked to the lasstarial dinner. ‘If he only knew’,
said George’, ‘it was a great relief to me not &vénto go to dine with that d
Jew!’.

| asked what was determined about the House afd.ofrhe cabinet, it seems,
are very divided. The only men who backed Georgeevisrey, Haldane, Burns and
Tweedmouth. Asquith was away. Fowler thought ¢bantry would be with the
Lords; Morley was nervous, Birrell hostile; and tReéme Minister by no means
decided. A Committee of eight was appointed onciviseorge served, and after
much discussion, they agreed to recommend thatras@lshould be incorporated in
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the King's Speech. When the matter came up sulesgigubefore the Cabinet, the
members of the Committee seemed to be horrifiedhat they had done, and tried to
back out by saying that they had not been unanimouisthis the Lord Chancellor

and Morley demurred at, and the fateful sentence pud in. There is no doubt that
this was the most popular thing in the Speech, @ampbell-Bannerman’s

contribution in the following debate was quite tfirate.

On Tuesday the Welsh members met, and Ellis @rifame there breathing
fire and slaughter. George immediately rose, amd that there was no idea of
postponing Disestablishment — the whole opposttmiapsed!

On Thursday (February 14), the names of the twdskVEducation officials
were announced, Owen Edwards as Chief InspectdrAfred Davies of Liverpool
as Permanent Under-Secretary. Davies will makendaostrious and painstaking
official, but he is a small man, of a somewhatifegging spirit, and will stimulate no
enthusiasm. Owen Edwards, | think, will give immerservice to Welsh Education.
It has got into a rut, the freshness, enthusiasm,ramance which marked it ten or
twenty years ago have faded where they have nappésared. But Owen is an
idealist. He has deep convictions, he has ideadyéams dreams and sees visions. |
hope — and believe — he will be able to infusea sgirit into the dry bones of Welsh
educational officialdom. He is, and will, not bgm@@at administrator: his knowledge
of men is limited, he has never taken part in thegh and tumble of life; | doubt if he
will be able to get much out of his subordinateioidls. But he will attract and
stimulate all the enthusiasts in Wales, and | sballgreatly disappointed if his
acceptance of office will not mark the beginningaohew and golden era in Welsh
educatior?®

8 November 1907
It is many months since | have made any entry is lblook. The Session was long
and dull, and | was busy with Bar work. | have hitité therefore to record.

Last night my wife and | dined at Galli's, and rthenet some friends who
were going to the Opera where a new singer, Tehaz®a making a stir. We
determined to go too if a seat were availablesldghoned from the National Liberal
Club and found there was a box undisposed ofok tband was just staring in a cab
for Covent Garden when Lloyd George came along. jo#ed us, and we spent the
evening together. The new star is a star indegdite the most natural singer | have
ever heard. Her notes were produced with so bipleearance of effort that one could
only compare her to a nightingale. Its qualityhdught, was more sympathetic than
Patti’'s, and the lady is a great actress, capdhl@ense dramatic emotion, as well as
a great singer.

Lloyd George was somewhat depressed. The dayebém had settled the
great railway crisis on the basis of ‘peace witmdwar’ for both sides. The tension
has told on him, and he is low and run down. Hgkepmost highly of Bell. Of Lord
Stalbridge he had a poor opinion: ‘dull, stupidws but most loyal once he gives his
word’. It was queer to hear Lloyd George add, éhfall there is something fine about
a good old English gentleman’. Lord Claud Hamijtbe thought, was an able man,
with no grasp of details. The ablest man was $ih# Henderson, but ‘shifty’. He
was delighted with his great diplomatic succespgeeslly as even the Tory press
showered eulogies on him. He showed me a letten #Haldane, in which he said
that Lloyd George had greatly added to the ‘prestid the Government. The Rev.
Morgan Gibbon wired asking George now to turn hisrdion to the Welsh Church
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Commission, where everything is higgledy-piggleaiinly owing to the stupidity of
the Chairman.

There is no doubt that his railway success hasudio Lloyd George
appreciably nearer the Premiership. | sent hinelagtam, Henffych well, Brif
Weinidog, and | could see that his mind is already runnimghat direction. He is
guite one of the conspicuous successes of the tiiniCampbell-Bannerman told
him at the end of the Session that his praises weadl men’s mouths, and that no
President of the Board of Trade had ever won th&idence of the commercial
classes to such an extent. ‘And | thought it mgyda tell the King so’, added the
canny old Scot. But Campbell-Bannerman is not .wélle was visibly failing last
Session, and George gives a poor account of him nStould anything happen to
him, it would be a bad business for the Liberalty2aHe is the force that binds the
Government and the party together. | suppose Asquould succeed him: but what
a contrast! Asquith has enough brains for thrag, Ibdoubt if he would be a
successful Premier or even a popular leader oHthese — Who else is there? Only
Grey — most frigid of Whigs — and George. Geordie® is not yet: but who can tell
what the next two or three years may bring forth?

Ramsay MacDonald, ‘a conceited popinjay’ accordiogGeorge, has been
criticising the railway solution. He is ever reatty find fault with George, and
George is full of retaliation. ‘These fellows’, tsaid last night, ‘must not be left
alone. We must fight them’. Certainly no othemurse is open to me in my
constituency, where they are active but numerigaBignificant’.

We spoke of Bottomley, for whom | am appearingigatgublic examination as
director of the Joint Stock Trust. Bottomley hatted me to use my influence, if the
Registrar reported against him, to get the paptased before the Law Officers
before a prosecution was directed. | told Geohgg &nd he thought it a reasonable
request. He seemed, however, to take a serious ofieche matter, especially with
regard to duplication of shares, which | thoughd bimost wholly broken down. He
also said that Bottomley had induced one of th® G. assistants to drink champagne
with him and Hooley: he complained of Bottomlefd®lish action in issuing a writ
for libel against the O. R.; and of Bottomley'dysitoncluding remarks (the extension
came to an end on November 5) that the O. R. htdrbeelebrate Guy Fawkes day
by making a bonfire of all the books. 1 quite agte | had even written to Bottomley
the day before to the same effect. Bottomley lskedd me to lunch with him at the
Savoy today to talk matters over. | fear howewhimg more can be done for him. |
think little or nothing of the duplication of shar&c: but there was one incident in
connection with the ‘Joint Stock Operations’ of liempany which more than
savoured of fraud. Bottomley however professdsetguite confident of the result. |
wish | could share it: for | like the rogue, anu &clined to agree with what John
Burns said to me (to my astonishment!) of BottondeyTuesday, ‘There is no man
who started life with a greater desire to be géniabnest than Horatio Bottomley!'.
All the same, | fear he will find himself in a tigborner®

Talking of Bottomley led us to the law officers.awson Walton, it seems, is
again very ill, and George spoke as if he wouldat@dis office very soon. Who will
succeed? Robson will become Attorney-General &edSolicitor-General will be
either Rufus Isaacs, Sam Evans, or Buckmaster. Lbh& Chancellor at one time
favoured Sam, so George says, not because heSikes but because he dislikes
Rufus as a Liberal Imperialist. George seemedittktBuckmaster would stand an
excellent chance which means that George will Haok for it. | have never seen
George so determined to block the way of his opptme The Disestablishment
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agitation in Wales has somewhat embittered himrnagj@he prime movers Sam, Ellis
Griffith, and D. A. Thomas. Sam he would be wijito get rid of by a judgeship:
but the other two will get nothing if George cafphé He is utterly contemptuous of
Ellis Griffith — ‘this poor weak creature’. Of [A. [Thomas], he said, ‘He won't get
even the baronetcy he covets. He wrote to Camylaglherman the other day,
telling him he would have to criticise him keenlyrohg the next few months, but that
he hoped he would not take it in a personal waysaitl to Campbell-Bannerman,
“Well, are you prepared to pay his price? He isvorth it”. He has growled so long
that he is looked upon as a professional grumbter.has no following in Wales, and
never will have’.

25 November 1907
Yesterday morning, being Sunday, | was surprisedeba telegram from George
from Manchester saying he was coming to see me aie/arrived about 8, with his
left eye bandaged, for he had met with an acciddrile motoring near Lichfield. He
had nothing very definite to say, but was excitedrdis efforts as peacemaker in the
cotton crisis. Never has a politician in our tim&s rapidly changed the public
estimate of him. Even a month ago, though paditisiand those who came in touch
with the Department recognised him as a successmén in the street was still
inclined to look upon him as an irresponsible [hster ], who had won his way
by what the Englishman detests most of all, ‘thi¢ @i the gab’. Now all this is
changed. | am not sure that he is not the mpgstlar man in the Ministry, and he is
looked upon as the rising hope of the Radicals‘mradBoers’. Last week Campbell-
Bannerman was taken suddenly ill at Bristol. WHennews reached London, | was
in Fleet Street and met two journalists. ‘I praaven’, said one of them, ‘S. L. H. of
the Leader ‘that the old man will last another twelve monthBy that time Lloyd
George will be ready to take his place’. Whenldl tGeorge this, he was evidently
delighted, and | can see that his mind is morerance set in that direction. | told
him that I liked Asquith, and | believed the poputanception of him was false, that
he was a very loyal, straightforward, but somewtiffident man. George agreed
with a somewhat suspicious readiness.

| related my adventures at Windsor on th& When | went down with the
Llanelly Choir, who sang before the King and Quesnd the German Emperor and
Empress. Haldane and Tweedmouth were the Minigteastendance, and they were
both very decent to me. ‘Bobby’ Spencer (Lord Al presented me, somewhat to
the disgust of the Master of the Household, SiFf@derick, who had undertaken to
do so. | told George how the Emperor kept talkmgne after | had been presented,
and | could not get away from him. ‘He did the sato me the night before at the
State Banquet’, said George, ‘He is a very finéowe| but an autocrat who despises
the people. He discussed the railway strike with and told me how they managed
such things in Germany. Immediately there is tightest sign of disaffection on a
railway, the prominent men, who are nearly alwagservists, are called to the
colours. And the King is not much better. Somepbe ascribe the credit of settling
the dispute to him. He had no more to do withhant the Sultan. He was dead
against the men, - said that it was a good thimgstinke was averted, because the
men would lose their pensions’. ‘Do you like theeg@n’, asked my wife, ‘She’s all
right’, was the reply, ‘but | can’t rave about heiShe told me she had seen a
photograph of me with Megan (his youngest childpire of the illustrated papers’.
Recently he added, ‘The B. P. are fools if thepkhthere are any popular sympathies
at Court’.
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He talked a good deal of education and licensifgKenna, he said, was in
favour of ‘contracting out’ of the 1902 Act, andin what | gather that will be the
lines of the next year’s Bill. If so, there areubles ahead.

30 November 1907

Poor little Mair Lloyd George died yesterday. Skas quite well seemingly last
week. On Monday she came back ill from school. Téasday the doctors were sent
for.,  On Wednesday she was operated upon for appgsnd Yesterday she
succumbed. Such a sweet nice little girl of 18, &pple of her father’s eye. | went
down last night, and asked how his eye was. ulisof tears’, he said brokenly. He
has aged terribly this weék.

Presently John Burns came in, - a very kindly akte and | came away
together, and walked away together, and walkedmas Clapham Junction. He was
very interesting as all brainy egotists are. dtoim | thought it was very nice of him
to call, - ‘J.B.’, he replied ‘is not a bad sorte is a real kind chap is J. B., though
there are many who say he isn't'. He was anxitiaé George and he should work
together in the Cabinet. ‘Lloyd George has dong veell lately’, he said, with an
emphasis on the adverb.

He gave me a full account of the last Cabinet mggetvhich George had been
unable to attend. ‘You should have heard me’,daead out. ‘I said to them that ten
years ago we sent 38 millions on the Army and Nawgw we spend 62 millions, an
increase of 24 millions. Give me, | said, 18 ajdé millions, and | will give to every
man and woman of 65 not the miserable pittance-cé Sveek but 12/6: and you can
spend the other 6 millions on your Dreadnoughts whdt not. Why! says I, you
keep a larger army in South Africa today than Wigtion had under him of British
troops to fight Napoleon at Waterloo. What!, st old man, startled. True to you,
says |, you keep 22,000 British soldiers in SouthcA. They are not wanted, - we
have given self-government, and there is now naffdisted class there, since the
Australians have gone home. ‘There is a good mealhat John Burns says’, says
Grey; ‘Right ho’, says Asquith: and the Old Man keat me up, as he always does.
‘Why’, says | ‘you dare not go to the country uslg®u save on the Army and Navy
in order to provide Old Age Pensions’. And theyesgl, and we are bringing home
half the troops from South Africa. George saidite he envied me my triumph. |
wish he had been there to see’.

John is very proud of the Government. ‘It is arvedlous Government’, he
said, ‘and has a finer record than any Governntatthas ever been. We've cleared
out Chinese Labour, we have done all we said we geing to do, and next year we
shall do still better. The Old Man is first ratéle is a genuine Radical, and wants
every Department to pile on legislation. But he Im@ policy, he does not work a
week ahead'.

He is delighted with the coming ‘Education Bilgjth its ‘contracting out’. It
was useless to argue with him, and so we parteprdraising to give me a meeting at
Llanelly next year.

While crossing the Common, he pointed out a pbealader. 'That is a ’istoric
spot’, he said. ‘Forty years ago J. B. learntwins on his little belly in that pool!'.
He seemed proud to think that there was a reserdldetween his career and
George’s. ‘Our careers are the romance of modeliigs’, he said.
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5 December 1907

| came back last night from poor little Mair's fuakat Criccieth. We were very few
present — only the family, Clark (Lloyd George’svpte secretary), Alfred Thomas,
William Jones, and the two Herberts. George bprgary well on the whole, though
he broke down badly occasionally. | spent Sundifly iim, and it was the worst day
| have ever had. Between his sobs, he said ohegver wanted to go to heaven
before!’. | could not help laughing, and he joirirdhysterically*?

16 June 1908

Since my last entry, a great change has come beesurface of politics. Campbell-
Bannerman is dead, and the Ministry has been rétmtsd. Asquith is Premier,
Lloyd George Chancellor, McKenna First Lord of #th@miralty, Runciman President
of the Board of Education. The new men admittedd the Government are Sealy,
Masterman, and young Acland, three excellent appwints, though many would
have preferred Trevelyan to the lattér.

When it became known, weeks before his demisé,thegaworking days of
poor Campbell-Bannerman were over, there was aoslispn among certain ‘pro-
Boers’ to run George for the first place. Tkeanchester Guardiamade itself the
mouthpiece of the section that distrusted AsquitBeorge himself was under no
delusions. He told me that when he was approabletie Guardian he informed
them that they could not do him a greater disservi/hat should be done was to see
that he became Chancellor [of the Exchequer]. &teducceeded. He now lives in 11
Downing Street next to the Prime Minister. He laklen a fine house at Chelsea,
shrinking from returning to his old Wandsworth hgmiere he would be constantly
reminded of Mair. | was somewhat surprised atdasision, for he must save. |
really believe that his main motive was to ask @ridbyd to come and stay with him
at Gladstone’s old house. | have not been thetrebyg my wife tells me of little
Megan queening it in Downing Street. What a roneanés!™

Asquith has scored all round. He has been overmwnths in power. Not
only has he made no mistake, but he has attacleehttty to him in a way incredible
to the doubters of March. He has shown himselbaoin truth the leader of the
House, - head and shoulders above all. He has thanejustified the good opinions
of his friends.

How well I remember a night in November 1898 whmoor Tom Ellis,
George and | dined together at Fastalilt was the time when Harcourt, in his
famous ‘cross-currents’ letter to Morley, had regd the leadership. The question of
succession lay between Asquith and Campbell-Baraernihe three of us — George
somewhat reluctantly — thought Asquith the man. dikteve to see Cook at tizaily
News Cook was a friend of Asquith’s, but he thoughe ttime was not yet.
Campbell-Bannerman had superior claims. Let hivehas chance. He would falil,
and within a year Asquith’s turn would corffe.But Campbell-Bannerman stuck to
his post, and Asquith’s chance was ten years caming

Still, it is all the better that he should haveited. He is now supreme, with
no rival near the throne. His authority is unchiadled. His enemies say that he
comes to the Housgnos-us | have seen nothing of the kind.

Asquith introduced his Budget, and a great Libasdet it is likely to prove to
be. His Old Age Pensions Scheme is almost invabler People may cavil at some
of its details, but taken as a whole it is a grgate of democratic finance. True, it
leaves his successor to find most of the money:heubas carefully abstained from
tampering with remunerative sources of taxation.
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The Licensing Bill, which most of us thought wouipglavely weaken the
Government, has heartened and strengthened thg ipathe House and in the
country. At first the Brewers frightened peopléhtheir clamour. We lost Peckham
through it: we suffered at other by-elections; the net result is to the good. The
Bill will become law.

As for Education, McKenna’s new Bill is as hopsles its predecessor. But
there seems to be every chance of a compromisg baived at outside the House. |
spoke strongly in favour of such a settlement ensecond reading a month ago, and
Nonconformists generally responding to the suggestput forward by the
Archbishop for an amicable solution.

One of the results is the coming into great pr@nae of the Bishop of St
Asaph. He is always with George, and often claketh Asquith. His Bill is
extensively quoted, and he is almost ‘the man efioment”’ And the Archbishop
of York is not well.

One of the interesting problems of the future he attitude of the new
Chancellor towards Tariff Reform. The Oppositiopenly claim him as one of
themselves. Nor do | feel any great confidenckimn as a Free Trader. | remember
years ago, after Chamberlain’s Glasgow speechpliderme that the next election
would be doubtful, and the second would resultmtriumph of Joe. His prediction
has not become true. The last election was anvwetming victory for Free Trade.
Joe ishors de combat But undoubtedly tariff reform is making some tiway in the
country. George, though in the House he makes Hiade speeches, in private is by
no means sanguine. He called at my house late&Sahgday night last month. He
hinted, more or less plainly, that in his opinitwe hext election would go against us,
and once a Tariff were introduced, it would alwagmain. | believe that though at
present he is a Free Trader he wants to hedgeatohéhmay not be classed as
irreconcilable. He is an opportunist. He doeslmdieve in a politician perpetually
out of office.

Another way of stating the same question is, Wallbe loyal to Asquith? The
two men at present are friendly. But George is idous, and he has Winston
[Churchill] now at his side in the Cabinet. They &wo restless minds, and if they
cannot carry the Cabinet with them, they are capatfl playing the part of
Chamberlain in the Gladstone Cabinet of 1880-5.

Since February, Sam Evans has been Solicitor Geneaavson Walton died
on the day the Government lost Mid-Devon. It wafrunate coincidence — for
Sam. Campbell-Bannerman dared not risk a by-elecit Reading, and Rufus
Isaacs, the leader of the English Bar, was passed d/NVhen Asquith reconstructed
the Ministry, it was freely rumoured that Sam wotd#ée a judgeship. But he is still
Solicitor-General, doing all the legal work, andirg in all the fee$?

The story of his appointment makes a fine bit ahedy. Walton died on a
Saturday. The following week not much could opdmydone, till after the funeral
on Wednesday. Alfred Thomas and Mabon called ortély, the Chief Whip, on
Sam’s behalf. Whiteley referred them to Georgbdeylwent. George told them that
if Sam wanted his help, he must come himself akdf@asit. Sam waited upon the
great man at the Board of Trade, - | happenediéphene to George just at the time
when Sam was in the ante-room. Sam spoke of #gingkhis only chance, and called
upon George to help a fellow-Welshman. George medn This was on
Wednesday. On Thursday George went down to Caualiféceive the freedom. On
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Saturday he returned. On Sunday | lunched with &irhlenry’s house. He had not
been down to see Campbell-Bannerman, but he wenbeamg reminded of his
promise by me. On Monday Sam’s appointment was@amed. Since then, | have
heard both Sam and Lady Evans say that he had asked Lloyd George to help
him, but that Campbell-Bannerman had spontaneaustien to him on the day of
Lawson Walton’s funeral offering him the pd&t.

| have to record one little personal disappointmedpon Sam’s promotion |
applied for the Recordership of Swansea. | wasqmh®over in favour of Lloyd
Morgan, on the ground of seniority in Parliamend atthe Bar. The disappointment
was not severe, though had | received the posbitidvhave meant much for me on
Circuit. Still, my practice is now so satisfactdinat | can afford to wait.

4 August 1908
The Parliamentary Session has been adjournedctititi@r 12.

Though Asquith has more than maintained his hekf dis followers and the
House, there are not wanting signs of gradual gignation in the Cabinet itself. The
third Session is supposed to be the critical ohlee crisis is likely to be accentuated
by a reconstruction of the Ministry. That cannetdaid to be quite true in the case of
the present Parliament. There was some grumbtitigeapromotion of Masterman,
(due, I am told, to the nomination of the Labourtgaand of young Acland.
‘Tommy’ Lough has never forgiven the Governmentd@pensing with his services,
and on at least two occasions he has organizeddit mgainst the Governmeftt.
But, on the whole, the House has been curiouslyt,ink not obedient, and the
Government’'s majority is as solid as ever. Indégelorge’s complaint to me is that
the Radicals are not insistent enough on economy.

But things are not going quite smoothly, | fantythe Cabinet itself. From
hints that have been dropped to me, George andtdvirseem to have made an
alliance in favour of economy. Haldane, backedGrgy, and | suppose McKenna,
want more armaments. George told me last week@hat had recently asked him to
lunch to meet Metternich, the German ambassad@ordge told the ambassador that
if it came to a question of competition in shiplinlg, he would not hesitate to advise
this country to borrow 100 millions, if needs bey, hational defence. But, he added,
he hoped such competition should and could be adoidThe ambassador told him
things which showed that Grey had been too prodfrerGrey, it seems, reported the
conversation to the King, and the King was wellagked — so George was afterwards
told by Mrs Keppel!

There is no doubt that this anti-military activibpm the part of George and
Winston hasten the signal for a very venomous canpagainst them by the military
party, though George believes that none of hisaglles is party to the manoeuvres.
The Lobby has for weeks been ringing with vague iaddfinite rumours about some
scandal in which George is involved. The name o$ M., the wife of an English
MP, is prominent. Last week the culmination waacheed when th8ystander an
illustrated weekly, boldly announced that Lloyd @gowas ‘in difficulties’. They
actually mentioned his name, though not the ladySeorge came to see me on
Saturday before going off to Germany. | advisech b0 take no notice: but on
second thoughts | rather repented of having doneYasterday | received a pathetic
letter from him from Amiens. | wrote him a longhg, advising him | had seen Rhys
Roberts, his partner, on Sunday, and had gives inhg opinion that the paragraph
was grossly libellous, unjustifiable, and would w&hdrawn if the paper were
threatened with an action. | advised Rhys Robirtsee Robson, the Attorney-
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General. He did so yesterday, and Robson’s advaseidentical with mine. It is a
very cruel and caddish thing to do, but it mayaclehe air’.

14 September 1908

| came back from my holidays last week and brea&thwith Lloyd George on
Friday and Saturday at 11 Downing Street, theratéy with my wife. | had seen
him the previous week at the Llangollen Eisteddfodle had been corresponding
regularly while he was in Germany, mainly about tieel. | urged him to take
action. Robson, it seems, had advised againséat.had Rufus Isaacs, F. E. Smith,
Sir George Lewis, and Winston. Under the circumsts, | advised George to take
their advice and reject mine, though | had to adthét my opinion was more
confirmed day by day.

Last Thursday George suddenly arrived at my heu%6.30, just when | was
starting for bed. He had found that Sir Luke Fslaeho is painting his portrait was a
director of the Graphic Company which owns tBgstander Fildes wanted an
appointment. George refused because of his caonewaith the Graphic Fildes
then offered to see the manager, Carmichael Thoarabthe result was a humble
offer of apology. Next morning, when | saw George,was very ‘cock-a-hoop’, and
for the first time since his dazzling success,taik somewhat jarred on me. Asquith
and he had been getting on famously, he said. a8oG3rey. His incursion into the
naval armaments question while in Germany had invap impaired their relations.
Grey knew of it from the start, - indeed, it wash# invitation he had seen the
German ambassador. Asquith had written him a foiag’ letter on his return. He
was now in the inner circle. When he was at Ceittcthe previous week, a foreign
dispatch had been sent him from the Foreign Officasked by Grey ‘to be seen only
by Asquith and George’. He boasted of the powea Ghancellor. All had to come
to him. If he was a strong man, he could influetbe whole policy of the
Government in all directions. ‘You will be ablegay better next year whether | am a
strong man or not'. He disclaimed wide ambitionSufficient for him to attain
immediate success in his own department. ‘Wingatifferent. He has made up his
mind definitely to become Prime Minister. If thmme my way, | should not refuse.
But all | seek is to be master in my own housept-ta be interfered with in my own
department’. | asked him how Asquith compared his tregard with Campbell-
Bannerman. He said he interfered more than Carhpbheherman — a good deal
more — though not with him. He instanced John Buriwhat is John doing’, |
asked. ‘Nothing!” was the laughing reply. ‘Buthdois a strong man, - a stronger
man than Asquith. Asquith is not strong enougbayp, “This must be done, or — out
you go”. John is a strong man’. The only threghia Cabinet that counted were
Grey, Winston, and himself, - with, of course, Aslqubut Asquith simply because of
his office and his Parliamentary ability. ‘He i&d Balfour, with no personal
following outside, but indispensable because ofpnmvess in debate. Long would
make a better Tory leader outside the House th#owBa Of Winston he spoke with
much admiration and even affection, - and yet véth undercurrent of contempt.
They had been together at the Eisteddfod, but ketddeen hardly no notice of Mrs
George, and as for little Megan, he never gavehieehand or asked, ‘Is this your
little daughter?’.

On Saturday he was full of the ‘bachelor dinnéattWinston had given the
night before to the Bishop of St Asaph (who perfednthe marriage ceremony
Saturday afternoon), Hugh Cecil, Fred Smith, andrGe The conversation was
mostly about the Atonement! Hugh Cecil, he saaliega far more liberal explanation
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than George had expected. ‘That is not the vievad taught’, said George. ‘No’,
replied Hugh Cecil, ‘that was not the side of theh that was emphasised then’. ‘He
is an ecclesiastic’, commented George. ‘| cameehamh the Bishop. Suddenly the
Bishop stopped in the middle of the street andHadgaloud. ‘Just fancy’, he said,
‘you and | coming up from Wales to hear a discussin the Atonement!’. | asked if
Winston had taken part. ‘Taken part?’ retorted i§geo ‘Conversation is impossible
when Winston is about. He runs along talking abewdrything and everybody. It
becomes a monologue. He came to see me yestdtdayan. Bryce had just come
in — he is returning today to America — and we wssttling down to a confidential
‘crack’ — two old pro-Boers. But Winston spoiltatl. Bryce would not trust him,
and Winston talked for three mortal hours with amgznergy. But | lost my chat
with Bryce'.

We were joined by an ex-MP named Chance. We bé¢gikimg of the
Catholic Procession which took place yesterdayidéntly it had been talked about at
Winston’s dinner. George was indignant at theoletance’ of English Protestants.
‘Why, | said last night that the procession coud#tet place in Carnarvon without
danger, and the Bishop agreed’. ‘Yes’, | saidt Wales’s history is different from
England’s. She has not had to fight for her indeleece of the Pope. England has
done that for her. There has been no papal ldgatesince James Il. Fifty years ago
Vannutelli’'s reception would have been impossiblde is quietly and courteously
received. Is not that evidence of our progres®lieration? Remember that what is
objected to is the elevation of the Host in theljpudtreets, - a thing forbidden by the
Roman Catholic Act of 1829’ George made some demnd Chance broke in
quietly, ‘1 am an ardent Catholic myself, and | fa®s | consider the procession under
the circumstances an unpardonable blunder’.

Before leaving | learnt why Chance called. He‘hard-up’, and had
represented his case to George. With his usudhkiss George had provided a job
for him. He was to go to Belgium and study forethmeeks their Justice and Old
Age Pensions’ Scheme, and report to the Treasliryvas a pleasure to see how
Chance’s face lit-up, and it was good of Georgetoatait till the poor man asked if
there was anything for him.

| asked George how the Budget was getting onanilbusy at it. No more
make-shift Budgets for me, and talks of nest-egge last was a perfectly cruel and
monstrous Budget. | don’'t blame Asquith — he washed into it. But the idea of
taking away half the sugar tax, - and the nest-egiglwas McKenna and Runciman
that rushed him. Runciman out of loyalty perhdpg, McKenna, | am sure, wanted
to make my position uncomfortable. He wanted tie himself, and at Nice last
January he spoke of Asquith not lasting five years] then -! My heavens, | could
hardly believe my senses! McKenna!!

8 February 1909

Once more | have allowed months to pass withouerary. The political situation
has greatly changed. The Licensing Bill of the &owment was thrown out by the
Lords, and a great number of Radicals are clamguon an early dissolution. One
Sunday early last December | went to see Georgerge upon him one of two
alternative policies: either

(2) Welsh Disestablishment should be included & @overnment’s
programme for next Session: or
(2) Dissolution in March or April.
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| found him averse to both, but the following Suptie asked me to supper at
11 Downing Street to meet Whitley and Neil Lewlsg Liberal Whips. | had to roar
as loudly as I could and George finished up bytlstgrthem with the remark, ‘If
there is no Welsh Disestablishment, | shall haveetgign in order to defend the
Government’s action from the outside and to keepeg/quiet’.

Last Thursday | dined with George and T. P. O’'CaratoGalli’'s. A change
had come over the spirit of the dream. Welsh Déddishment was definitely in the
King's Speech. The King’s only adverse commenttloa draft of the speech to
Asquith was: ‘I am against Welsh Disestablishmamiess the Nonconformists are
in amajority’. ‘Crude, but shrewd’ was George’s comment to (ieP?. was not told.)
He might have added ‘and ignorant’. George sentMfaughan Williams’s draft
report, and sent the figures gathered by the Comiomsshowing a majority of three
to one. ‘Absolutely justified the appointment bétCommission’, said George. T. P.
said that if Parnell had lived he would have beéten Irish ‘rebels’. He took a
pessimistic view of the prospects of Home Rule, emen seemed to acquiesce in
Welsh Disestablishment being put in front of Irisind next session.

Yesterday | spent with George at his Brighton hopaced at his disposal by
Rendel. He talked much more freely than usualrio8g differences in the Cabinet
over army and navy expenditure. For economy stdogd George, Winston, Lord
Morley, John Burns and Buxton. The Lord Chancelbaicks them feebly, and
Harcourt uncertainly. Gladstone says not a wo@hbinet has not divided on the
guestion yet, though George talked of reviving theé Gladstonian practice of the
early eighties. He told me that Morley had said\sguith that he, Lloyd George and
Winston were ready, if necessary, to resign asogegr. Asquith only threw up his
hands in despair. We travelled back by the 5 traMinston was in Downing Street
when | called later with a memorandum which he ga@isg to submit to the Cabinet
tomorrow. He was much more affable than he haslesen to me before — evidently
‘playing up’ to the private members. He seems rda@teed to carry out his protest
even to the point of resignation, and George andéypl believe, will follow him,
though not John Burns or Buxton. The Admirals tayeng to hold the Government
up. Lloyd George claimed to have discovered acgolhich would divide the Big
Navy School and enable him to win. He told me thiaén he explained it to Winston
a week earlier, Winston was delighted and enviolieky both asked me how many
men were on Macdonald’s committee on armamensgsudl | thought 120.

The fiscal position is serious. Lloyd George stidt the deficit would be
more like £18,000,000. Asquith was a short-sigttedncier. All his predictions
falsified: his redirection of tea and sugar dugnsl in the circumstances. His Budget
scheme is ready, and about to be submitted to edbimThe Big navy men are
supporting it, except McKenna, who has said he wmtluce the Taxation of Land
Values to nothing. The Big Navy men are Asquithe(vorst of all, in George’s
opinion), Grey (the most immoveable), Haldane (fehaigo), McKenna. George is
torn between the natural desire to introduce Bydyet aversion to big expenditure.

The Budget speech will take five or six hours tbvée. The exposition of the
financial situation and will take one and a hallursy and there are so many new
sources of taxation that it is impossible to dmitess than five hours. Asquith has
already been acquainted with the scheme. He tadtdyue, his private secretary, -
so George said — that George had shown great sagaci resourcefulness. George
said he was going to prepare his speech at onzeglththe Budget is not due before
April 4 or 5. All the Treasury officials, he samgere against him — Murray especially
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— but he seems to get on with Sir R. Chalmirstold him that Chalmers had said of
him to Warren of Magdalen that he was the quickeged he had ever served under,
though he did not read minutes &c. Asquith quitpraved of this practice, said
George, for he told somebody that ‘this was Geasrgeay of doing business; he
picked the brains of those whaew, and then with his sagacity selected the best
course.

George further told me that he was suing Pleeplefor libel, similar to that
of the Bystander He had received £150 from a South African papggeorge Lewis
is acting for hint?

On our way home | told him that | would not apply fa County Court
judgeship in Wales, even if it became vacant. Ildenged aghast at the very
suggestion and said that | should niink of accepting anything under a puisne
judgeship. Of course not now: but that | showalketsilk in three years or so, and
after another five years, he (George) would ingisimy being appointed if | wanted
it. But this is in the far and distant future.

He talked much of little Mair, and said that he dmsl wife had been crying
about her that morning. But time and work are hgtheir effect, though his grief is
far more poignant still than | expected it to be.

6 April 1909

Last Sunday morning | received a telegram from dl@eorge at Brighton saying he
was coming to see me at 6.30 that night. He cémiieof troubles, and down in the
mouth over everything. He seems to feel his defear the Big Navy question
intensely, and from what he said | gathered thaistéin, Morley, and he had been on
the point of resigning at one time. He gave martderstand that Asquith had gone
too far in his famous speech a fortnight ago onNlagy Estimates, and there is no
doubt that the scare which has resulted has begalyaattributable to the alarmist
note in that speech. ‘In order to triumph over #m®nomists in his own party’,
somewhat bitterly said George, ‘he has raised aeswdich may break up his
Government’. Grey seems to be the most ‘dour hef Big Navy Men. He is
obsessed, according to George, with fear of Germ&werything the Germans do he
views with suspicion, and he will not accept thexplanation however frank and
reasonable it may be. Asquith backs him up stsgnghd though Lloyd George
succeeded in getting the decision as to laying dimun additional Dreadnoughts put
off till July, he is by no means certain that he stave off defeat. For the present he
has succeeded. The Budget is to be introduced Bdtster — probably on the 2ér
29", If — as George is confident — it is going tozbbig success, his position will be
materially strengthened, both in the House andéndountry, and he may be able to
hold his own. Grey has been talking or hintinghat formation of a Moderate Party,
and last weelPunch following the lead of the Tory journals, openlgvacated the
dropping of Winston and Lloyd George. At presefddr the Radicals are having the
worst of it in the Cabinet. ‘It is becoming a Liae Imperial Government’, said
George, and things are tending towards a breakHug/inston and George resigned
just now, the Government would still be strong egioto go on.

Last night | dined at Downing Street. George justl come from a meeting of
the Cabinet. Piecing together what he told me ond8y and last night it would
appear that things are in a bad way. McKenna, Rut, and Harcourt have been
opposing the Budget proposals strenuously and stemsly. Yesterday for the first
time Grey joined them. Asquith however is firm alayal to his Chancellor.
Haldane is silent. John Burns, though he countslifike, has not been helpful.
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Sinclair evidently had a brush with George yestgrdad | gathered that George had
treated him with scant ceremony. Morley does i@ George’s proposals, but he
backs an old pro-Boer. Loreburn, Lord Chancelfeeble but well disposéqd.

Grey, said George, though a strong and obstinate e not a good fighter. ‘I
had a skirmish with him some time ago over the Nawyl | hit out with such effect
that he never spoke for six Cabinets’. But theogmon is becoming formidable and
is gathering strength. | shall treat a good maiatens as settled, though McKenna
wants to treat everything as open. The Liberaldnghists are beginning to see that if
| get a good Budget | may spoil their game, ang #re determined to spoil mine’.
He spoke quite calmly of retiring from the Govermmén July, ‘1 can reckon on
Wales, on the Labour party, and on the Irish. ddilhas intimated that he is only
awaiting a signal from me and Winston’. Wales heeves his stand-by, and that is
good for Disestablishment. Yesterday it was detug@animously at the Cabinet that
the Bill would be introduced on the 2by Asquith. There is no chance of its going
through this Session, but it will get a second megcand a hanging-up resolution will
be carried. | asked what would become of Freed tathe Government broke up. ‘I
care more for many things than Free Trade’ wagseply. After a pause, ‘for Welsh
Disestablishment’. He then declaimed against ani§tn and said that the Liberals
would have to sacrifice in the cause of internatlayood-will. | agreed, but pointed
out that a Protectionist Empire would be a standimgnace to [the] peace of the
world. Grey, according to George, is determineddtive the pro-Boers out, but
Asquith ‘who is a greater man’ sees the folly ofasimng up his party. ‘Grey is a
stolid, unimaginative Saxon. He was wrong overBber War; he is wrong now. He
has an impressive manner, and the appearance ghtamd wisdom. And that is
all'. Rosebery was the only one of the Liberal énglists who showed any real
insight at the time of the War.

Incidentally he criticised his predecessors at Exehequer. Hicks, Beach,
Ritchie, and Austen had left no tradition behindnth Harcourt had done one big
thing over the death duties. Goschen had conveéntedlebt — a considerable task,
though, as events proved, it was a mistake. Gladsivas a great administrator, and
he had, with skill, eloquence, and success, catoeitks end the financial policy of
Peel. But he had shown little or no initiative. isHirst Budget, which is still
acclaimed as a great success, was in reality ardéail He had tried to abolish the
Income Tax. He had failed, and it was lucky he .hatle proved that no
differentiation below earned and unearned incomas possible: but events had
shown he was wrong. ‘The thing has been done,nandne at the Treasury would
dream of going back upon it'. Peel was the grédteancier of England. He had
only been four months at the Treasury, and yet d@ fevolutionised our whole
scheme of raising revenue. ‘He had advocated anted our — and he a Tory! — the
transference of taxation from trade to propertlf’ was quite a mistake to think that
his conversion to Free Trade was sudden. He had fmaking for it for years. Pitt
was the only financier who could be compared witkI|P

Only one note of diffidence. ‘I wish | had hadldiong in a humdrum Budget
at the end of my first year at the Treasury. ldmtvquite got the hang of the thing
yet. | have changed my proposals a dozen timésink my Budget will be good, but
in another year | could have made quite certaint’'of Today and tomorrow the
Budget will have to run the gauntlet of Cabineticisms, and then George goes to
Dieppe to make his first preparations for his idtrctory speech.
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12 July 1909

The Budget has been introduced weeks ago, - ibbas three weeks in Committee.
Lloyd George’s introductory speech was long andotel — the worst he has ever
made in the Hous¥. Since then he has greatly improved. He has fohighfight
fairly and well, now and again lashing out, buttba whole moderate, courteous, and
conciliatory. Not a sign of impatience has escdpetsince the Committee stage has
been reached, and he has studiously refrained dggravating or even retorting upon
the Opposition. Nevertheless, the Finance Bill esalaut little headway. After three
weeks in committee, there still remain two sub-s&muof clause 2 to be passed — and
there are 75 clauses to the Bill.

Late last night (Sunday), Lloyd George turned tmg house. Though there
were others in the room he commenced talking eMgitef the Finance Bill. What
should he do? At the present rate of progressBithevould not be through before
Christmas. That the party could not stand. Therréitives? Guillotine — or reform of
procedure. He wanted my opinion. | plumped fer giillotine. People do not know
the difference between the guillotine and ordinelnsure Spectatoy for example).
Reform of procedure = limitation of speaker to sign minute speeches, and no
repetition. Felt this would be fatal, and said sot George rather enamoured. Asked
him what the cabinet would do. ‘Oh, they don't littee Budget. In August Balfour,
who wants it to pass, will offer to let the Billrbugh if we drop, say, the undeveloped
land tax. Cabinet will want to accept. 'm d if I do! Whips are against us —
Peace and Fuller, and now they've shoved Partinigfon told him he was master of
the situation. ‘I don’'t know. Asquith will back n@ver guillotine. So will Samuel.
Perhaps Winston. But not Morley, or Grey, or Harto Asked if he thought the
Lords would throw it out. Did not think it likely.Laughed aDbserverarticle that
morning telling Tories no choice between destructid Budget and of themselves.
‘What fools to say so’. Went away saying if hesigmed only Masterman would
follow suit!

29 July 1909

Last Sunday fortnight Lloyd George again calledngthouse in Church Street on his
way from his usual interview with Chalmers over Bugdget. As his cab was waiting
outside he did not enter into explanations, buedske to come to breakfast next
morning at Downing Street. | went. He wanted &wvdmy view as to guillotine —
whether the party would stand it. | said ‘no’.hdd been making inquiries and had
found almost unanimous feeling against it. He ,s&deaker wants it: Balfour really
does not object’. | said our fellows were stroggiast it. ‘But will they stick to it in
August and September — all night sittings and all’Zaid | thought they would.

He then went on to complain of Whips. Pease lehlzalled in the previous
Wednesday to advise the Cabinet on another nTattete volunteered the statement
that the land clauses were so unpopular that thg pauld not remain in town [?] to
vote for them. Grey then started a discussion abdmpping them or a portion of
them. Lloyd George said, ‘If you drop them, yoomime’. ‘I had a devil of a time’,
he added, ‘I don’t think a single member of the i@at) with the possible exception
of Winston, would resign with me. Masterman peghaptside the Cabinet would do
so’. | told him the party would be shattered ifresigned, and that therefore he held a
very strong position. This soothed him, which @dolly was all he wanted. He said
that Grey had made up his mind that this should lhéberal Imperial Government
and that the eight Dreadnoughts would have to idedewn. | said, ‘No one bothers
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about Dreadnoughts now’, and | thought he heaveila of relief. Evidently there
has been another tussle in the Cabinet, and Geagybad to give way.

13 September 1909 (Monday)

| returned last night after two days at Brightorthnliloyd George. The house is now
quite charming, and the life in it almost idealhefe is no pomp or ceremony — the
man in livery is gone. Only Mrs George, Megan &ed nurse, Lloyd George, Neli
and I, and all very quiet and simple.

On Saturday morning we (i.e. George, Villiers &nel Chief Constable) went
to the links, where T. P. O’Connor joined us, arebwery amusing at lunch. Dillon
and T. P. came on to dinner. Lloyd George was remtgform. He had been
interviewed by thgNews] Chronicleon Rosebery’s Glasgow speech. He had thought
and puzzled over it, but had only been able to supgme commonplace comments.
On the links however he called it a ‘soft-noseghéaio’, and was as pleased with it as
a hen after laying an egg! He told T. P. of it is great, Lloyd, me bhoy’, said T. P.
‘Don’t shpoil it, now, by adding a wurrd. It'll sash the dhivil”. And he laughed
heartily. George was delighted with T. P.’s ap@&en. It was only when, an hour
or two later, T. P. spoke of a ‘flat-nosed torpett@t George’s satisfaction began to
fade!

Dillon had come to see George about certain ceimes to Ireland over the
licensing clauses. It seems that one of Geordetgps was misconstrued by Herbert
Samuel who had been left in charge of the Budggtveek’® Tim had rasped out,
and Dillon feared a serious situation might ariselreland. On Sunday morning
Dillon and George went out for a walk on the ctdfvards Rottingdean, T. P. and |
following at a distance, discussing theology! ihkhthe breach was healed.

George was ‘down’ on Herbert Samuel, as indeedthers were as well. An
amendment had been put down in the Chancellor'senduaning his absence from
town, which would have enabled grocers to sell bimattles’. There was an instant
outcry. George saw it for the first time when hasvon board Lipton’s yacht. When
he came back to town he discovered it was Samtaalls, though the draughtsman
was blamed. George put the draftsman right irHbese, and took full responsibility
himself. He half expected that Samuel would thest gp and explain the
inadvertence. But he sat mum all the time to Ge&ergreat chagrin.

Last night we dined at Galli, and he talked veegely. He is very proud of the
Limehouse speech, and of the effect it has produ€ate and a half million copies of
it have been sold. It impressed Lord Northclifidyo told him that if they had known
the sort of speech it was going to be, they wowdehgiven it verbatim in thslail.
The following week he put in a two-column articke the Mail cracking up the
Budget. Grey, he said, was seriously disturbedheyspeech, and told somebody —
Winston, | think — that if more speeches of that seere delivered there would be a
split in the Cabinet. The King also wrote to Geoapout it, and George wrote a
reasonable defence, which elicited a very kindlplye He had explained its
provisions beforehand to the King. He told himttha could not tax tea and sugar,
because they were used by the very poor. ‘Quiflet,riquite right’, said the King,
‘you should not tax the poor’. George’s estimatehe King is changing. He now
speaks of him as ‘a pretty big man, who has akieal heart. If | could have his ear
oftener, he would be all right. But Lady Savillays this to him, somebody else
something else, and he begins to think the worsiat is where John Burns fails us’.
Lately he had also been dining with the Prince @fi&¥. ‘He is not the man his father
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is’, he said, ‘I set myself out to show him thatids not the blatant demagogue | am
represented to be, and | think the Prince was gehusurprised and pleased as well'.

He is convinced of Asquith’'s loyalty, and repeatbat but for him, the
Budget would never have been got through the CabiBait of other help he had
none. ‘Sometimes Asquith decided in my favour agfaihe weight of opinion in the
Cabinet, e. g. the remission of Income Tax in favafithe fifth child. And yet that is
what has never been challenged by anybody, ex@apaps Rosebery, who does not
understand the lower middle classes’. RuncimanMoKenna and Harcourt were
the most persistent critics, but there was no miao sad the courage to ‘bell the cat'.
He thought Grey and Haldane were really hostileit Asquith’s support disarmed
them. John Burns hated the Budgeteer, and so egpbe Budget. ‘There is no one
in politics who takes up such a personal stand lbpdditical matters’. The Lord
Chancellor was on the whole friendly, and at onmtpe the increment tax — he was
responsible for having it included in this yearsidget instead of next. George
wanted valuation first. ‘Why wait?’ said Lorebuamd it was decided not to wait.

Of the Development Bill George is very proud. TKiag has been delighted
with it, and it is only the beginning of a very pglicy. Next year, if George is at the
Treasury, he says he means to advance still furthée has already three or four
excellent ideas, he said, which were not revolaignbut would make the Lords
squirm. ‘Of course’, he exclaimed, ‘the Budget emkior Socialism. In that
Rosebery is quite right’.

Not only were the Cabinet hostile, but the Trepfficials were reluctant.
Murray openly decried it; Bradbury [claimed] thawias impossible; Chalmers alone
threw himself whole-heartedly into the businesBhe result is — it is, departmentally,
Chalmers’s triumph. Murray is never consultedars | offered a job worth £1200 a
year. He refused. He wanted to remain with mtald him | might fall out. He said
he would take his chance’.

George was of opinion that them@ght be a speedy election, but he was not
sure. ‘Itis all we could do to get Asquith updissolving it if the Lords threw out the
Budget. If they don’t, Asquith will never do sdde has no courage. But | shall do
my best to get him to dissolve anyhow’. He thitlkat if we have an election soon
the Government will come back with a smaller but saifficient majority. ‘But there
will be a split. It is in the second term of o#fithat splits occur. It is quite on the
cards that Haldane and Grey may join Balfour taldi&h a Free Trade Imperialist
party. In that case | shall have to draw nearerltidependent Labour Party and the
Irish. Winston is perfectly frank with me. He inglo with me as far as he agrees to,
but he will join another combination when it sthisn — after giving me due warning'.

He told me that Sir Ernest Cassel came to seeabimnt the Budget, to which
of course he is opposed. ‘You were hard on Rotilische said, ‘but | could not help
laughing’. ‘If Rothschild’, said George, ‘had corteeme, | should have gone out of
my way to try and meet his objections. But onceppeared on a political platform,
his influence was gone. He has ceased to be thedial adviser of Governments.
You, Sir Ernest, are different. You have not agged yourself publicly with party.
I'll do the utmost | can to meet you'. And Sir [est went away with the ambition
fired of being Rothschild’s successor as configgnfinancial adviser of the
Government. ‘He is a strong, coarse Jew’ was Ge®pmment on him’
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13 September 1909

P. S. Speaking of the possibility of a split, Georgelspsomewhat bitterly of Grey’'s
foreign policy. ‘He simply carries out Hardingisstructions’, he said. ‘He has really
failed — failed to bring about a genuine friendshigh Russia, to reform the Congo,
to arrange matters in Macedonia, to bring aboutebetlations with Germany.
Germany has given us numerous chances during shéwalve months. We have
availed ourselves of none of them. Why should wkp lFrance to steal Morocco?
Then the King loathes the Germans — | fancy thesé&amust have behaved badly to
him when he was Prince of Wales. The result i$ Wehave to spend millions on
Dreadnoughts which we should devote to social nrefoilhe radicals must back me
up next year in the disposal of the surplus’.

12 February 1914

Over four years have gone by since | made my lasty.e | greatly regret my
omission, for the years have been full of incidemtg | have been in a position to
know much of what was going on behind the scefdse four years have witnessed
one general election, the passing of the Great &udpge crippling of the power of
the Lords by the Parliament Act, the Insurance A&tpme Rule, and
Disestablishment. | am all the more sorry thataldea no notes at the time as to the
various incidents in connection with the Welsh Blkecause | took a somewhat
prominent part in the fight, and knew as much a®ae of what was going on.

We have now just entered upon a momentous sessien Home Rule and
Disestablishment will automatically become law umd next under the provisions of
the Parliament Act. The Tories are furious angdeste; threats of civil war are rife;
and the real question is whether we shall have Heale by consent or not.

Last Saturday (February 7) | accompanied Lloyd rGedo Walton Heath. |
heard that Sidney Buxton was to succeed Lord Gdaésin South Africa, that Samuel
was to go to the Local Government Board, Burnsh® Board of Trade, and that
Masterman was to join the cabinet. We found Master and Mcnamarardcte
Macnamara] playing golf — the latter went home witbyd George to tea, and |
concluded that he was likely to succeed Masternsirinancial Secretary to the
Treasury. | was told that T. P. [O’Connor] andl@nl were going to stay the night
with George, so | returned with Ellis Griffith inrSseorge Riddell’s car.

On Sunday went to Downing Street. Accompanied Moyd George to
Jewin [Chapel] to hear [John Williams], Brynsiencyand returned to supper at
Downing Street® Had a chat with George. He is full of the Iristoblem, and
evidently working hard for the temporary exclusiminUIster. He says the King is
working and pressing for a compromise. Somethingtrbe done. | felt aghast at his
proposal, and asked ‘What do the Irish leaders’say?alked to T. P. [O’Connor]
and Dillon last night’, he said, ‘till 11.30, andHink | made an impression on them.
Of course the real difficulty is Devlin. | quitppreciate his position. He can't throw
over his friends in Belfast, but on the other h#mal difficulty is pressing. T. P. and
Redmond are coming here tonight at 9.30. | watdedtave Birrell here as well: but
they would not have him. It makes it awkward fag,nbut there it is’. Later on, after
Redmond and T. P. had left at 11 o’clock, | foureb@ge jubilant. ‘Is it all right?’, |
asked. ‘Yes: we have had a most satisfactoryvie’, said he, with a gleam of
triumph in his eye. He may win over the leadeBut what of the rank and file in
Ireland? What of the Catholics of Ulst&t?

On Tuesday (February 10) Parliament met, anditeetivo days were taken
up with a debate on Long’'s amendment calling foriramediate General Election.
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The Prime Minister's speech was to me most deprgssWalter Long had talked
rank treason for forty-five minutes, but the PriMmister said no word of protest or
rebuke. He promised tmitiate proposals for a peaceful settlement of the Irish
guestion. He was listened to, almost in silengehis own side, though the Tories
were also uneasy. Yesterday Carson delivered btieeamost powerful speeches |
have heard in the House — a great utterance, thoumined by one or two acrid
touches. Still, he seized on the weakness of ositipn — a weakness caused entirely
by our own surrender of the impregnable positionctvlive occupied last week — with
a skill of a superb advocate. He showed us noyn#érough in his most significant
passage he appealed to his fellow-countryman — Bedm to win and not to force
Ulster. Lloyd George and Bonar Law wound up theate. It became clear that
George had had his way, and that a settlementing go be attempted on the lines of
the exclusion of the four countries of North Eakster°

| asked Dillon what he thought of the situatiorle was cautious, but the
impression left on my mind was that the Irish leadeould not object, if they could
get their followers to do so. Indeed, Dillon ackiedged that he had been won over
by the representatives of Lloyd George. For my @art, | view the situation with
regret and apprehension. George’s amazing luckaomye to his rescue once more,
but his policy seems to me to be disastrous. Ekaes without the rank and file in
both countries, who have been taught to look dariceas ‘one and indivisible’. Will
the Nationalists of Ireland forswear their old ide&'Ireland a Nation’? | can hardly
believe it. If they do, | shall confess that | balween grossly deceived as to the
meaning and purpose of the Nationalist movememtd iA— as | think — the exclusion
of Ulster be impossible, what remains? The Govemnwill have given up their
strong position for nothing, and they lack the nha@anction for the coercion — if
needs be — of Ulster.

15 February 1914
Yesterday | motored to Walton Heath with Lloyd Ggmrthe Lord Chief [Justice],
and [Robert] Donald of the\lew§ Chronicle®® On the way down we discussed only
the Irish situation. G. was plainly uneasy, thoughng to appear confident and
cheerful. He was wrath with Donald for an artigheFriday’s Chronicle and he
became snappish when | told him that in my view éxelusion of Ulster was
impossible. | had had a long talk with T. P. [Oi©or] the previous day. T. P. was
portentous with Cabinet and other secrets. Theg Kie said, was pressing hard for a
settlement. Asquith had offered the following terof ‘Home Rule within Home
Rule’ to Bonar Law:

1. Ulster to have control of police

2. control of education

3. patronage

4. right of veto of fiscal legislation which affect herself. The Tories had
rejected these terms, which in T. P.’s view werese@dhan the exclusion of Ulster. |
don’t agree, with the possible exception of 4. PT. like Dillon, said that he was
keeping an open mind over exclusion, but | told himndly that | did not believe he
would ever be able to carry an Irish Conventione \Was rather staggered by this
blatant remark, and then he asked Mond and me douéd not get a hundred or more
‘stalwarts’ to petition the Prime Minister not tiea the Bill. ‘It isn’t our business’,
retorted Mond, ‘What is good enough for the Irishgbod enough for u&? 1 told
Lloyd George this, and he was much put out, anermed to it several times. He was
rather angry with me at first for saying that aegent everybody was under the
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impression that the Government did not regard thelusion of Ulster as
‘fundamental’. If therefore the Government did mwbpose exclusion, the Tories
would assert that it was not done owing to theatiich of the Irish. Even if the Bill
therefore became law, what sanction would the Gowuent have for the coercion of
Ulster? The action of the Government made an egubheal to the country imperative
— at least before the Home Rule Act was put interafion. The Lord Chief [Justice]
agreed, and stated that the Government could bPmer in Council delay the
operation of the Act for twelve months. Supposerdfore the Session ended in
August, the Act need not be enforced before thiovehg August, which would
enable the Government to pass Plural Voting ance lthe election in June 1915.
Lloyd George listened attentively but said nothing. was clear however that he
looked upon this as a way of escape in the lasirtredHe told me several times that
matters were very critical, that the ‘Old Man’ —/Asquith is called — is very nervy,
and if he is discouraged, is quite capable of cimgckip the sponge. T. P. said that
the Old Man had offered terms to Bonar Law withoahsulting anyone, and that
George did not even know till sometime afterwarklat the had done so. George
himself told me that last Monday he had had hist fand only ‘stand up fight’ with
the Prime Minister in the Cabinet. Asquith wantegublish the whole of the terms
he was prepared to offer on Tuesday. He was stggpby the whole of the Cabinet
except George, McKenna and Samuel. George insiatetihe shook Winston and
Grey. The Prime Minister then said that as thei@dlwas not united he would not
persist. George told McKenna, whom we met in th# ouse with his wife and
Archibald Williamson, that the Prime Minister wast wonvinced that the right tactics
had been adopted, and was very pleased he had gagn So were all the rest,
except Harcourt. The more one hears of what isggon behind the scenes the more
hopeless the situation seems to become. Plot anohter-plot, intrigue and
manoeuvring for position, are the daily tasks ohidliers, and there is grave danger
that the Government will die, as the last Tory Gaweent did, of ‘too much tactics’.

| could not help envying the serene detachmenheflLiord Chief [Justice], who was
as simple and unaffected as ever, and though hegsexd to regret the House of
Commons, | could not help feeling that he greatipged his new position.

18 February 1914

On Monday last the Welsh Disestablishment Bill caare for discussion in an
amendment to the Address. Lloyd George on Saturddytold me | ought to speak —
indeed, he put it out of the question that | shawtdo so. | read up the old debates
on Sunday and Monday, and | was surprised to descbow little | had known the
real story of the Parliamentary fortunes of thd.Bllfeel great regret now that | did
not make entries here of the details of the fighemwthe Bill was in Committee in
1912-13, for | took a somewhat prominent part & discussions. | drifted into such
discussions, for | had no idea at first of doingthimg of the sort. And when | found
myself in the thick of it, | never thought of lookj up the past debates. Now that |
have done so | realise how much better | would hdee if | had known the real
position. It is only another lesson to prove tleeessity of being in constant and
intimate touch with events if one wishes for a Ranentary career. In fact, it is next
to impossible for a professional man to keegfaitwith all that is going on.

On Monday the debate was languid and satisfactorg, | felt increasingly
that | could not take part. Balfour got up abolit5 and it was evident that he was
going to be the last speaker on the Tory sidesked Brynmor to find out if Ellis
Griffith, who was busily taking notes, was goingraply. The answer was that he
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was. | thereupon tore up my notes, and took nihéurinterest in the debate from the
personal point of view. Balfour spoke for lessnthaenty minutes. When he sat
down, to my astonishment Ellis Griffith did not ggt. | thereupon rose, and to my
consternation the Speaker called upon me. | havernfelt so nervous in my life
before either in or out of the House. | have rdaaccount of my maiden speech
nearly eight years ago, and | can find no tracéhat account of the acute misery
which | experienced on Monday. First of all, thevas the sense of following
Balfour, who had been at his best and airiest. ,Asetondly, there was the
consciousness that | had made some successfulhgselast year which | had to live
up to. My throat was parched and my tongue seetmearleave to the roof of my
mouth. | was uneasily conscious that | was paijpalbld painfully nervous: but I
went on. Since then | have been assured on atlshtdrat it was the best speech |
have ever made in the House — which it wasn't —ram@ne seems to have detected
that | was at all nervous. My friends praised Way in which | replied to Balfour
point by point: but when I think of whamight have said and didot say, | am filled
with remorse.

As to Home Rule, we are still marking time. Aa@reeal will depend on the
results of the four or five by-elections which aaging.

9 August 1914

| much regret that | have not written down from dayday my record of this
momentous Session, which is destined to be the lastal Session in which | shall
be engaged. For now war has broken out betwesrcthintry and Germany. A war
is the negation of Liberalismlnter arma silent leges. Already the Government has
become autocratic. No discussion is possible mdP@ent. The Government remain
in power with the support of Tory votes. Today @ieserver which a short time ago
called the Cabinet a collection of criminals, dészs Asquith, Grey, Kitchener,
Churchill, and George the greatest group of stadesitmat has ever guided the
destinies of this country.

Last Monday Grey made a memorable speech in thesédolt was in effect a
declaration of war against Germany, and the Goventis apologia The two
immediate causes were said to be:

(1) The French fleet was kept in the Mediterranémcause she relied on the
friendship of England, and consequently the nonttuerast of France was exposed to
the attack of the German navy.

But Grey also stated a. that it was expressly gtded under thententethat
the disposition of the respective fleets did noplynany obligation on the part of
either power, to come to the armed support of ttieroin cause of war; and b.
Germany had expressed her willingness to respectdlast towns of France if we
remained neutral.

(2) Germany would not guarantee the neutrality efgiim.

| took part in the debate, and asked why the Gawernt did not approach
Germany andffer our neutrality if these two points were conceded.

Lloyd George called me down to speak to him aftead finished (he was on
the Front Bench while | spoke). He said

‘It's curious you should have raised the point itts the very thing | pressed
at the Cabinet and carried by a 2/3 rds majorityGermany had accepted, we should
be kept out of the war’.

| said | could not understand why Germany was so asato refuse.

He replied that the Berlin people had complete$y their heads.
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With that | was satisfied, and thought the statemaeuld be borne out by the
dispatches in the White Paper.

Tuesday night | met John Burns at the National tab€lub and we taxid
home together. He told me that he had resignedi,sarhad Morley and Trevelyan.
He was under the impression that Beauchamp wostnlgd, and he said that Simon
had resigned on the Sund8y:I nearly got them all round to non-interventiohloyd
George told me afterwards that he had been venhrtmueched by my arguments. |
received today charming letters from Haldane andquitk. | am sorry for Asquith,
and wish | could take a little of the weight offshshoulders. But he has allowed
himself to be dragged along by Winston’. As wekpd; he said that he had read my
speech, and agreed with every word of it. | thauigturious, if Lioyd George’s story
to me was true.

On Thursday Asquith made what is called a greatdpen the House. For
my own part it left me utterly cold. Its passiomsvforced, he shouted like an Old
Bailey advocate, and he was more concerned toneflpassion against Germany
than to put the case fairly before the country. Méard nothing from him about the
French navy being left in the Mediterranean &c, listpoints were:

(1) Germany’s refusal to respect the neutralitelgium. (See No. 85 in the
White Paper, the despatch of Sir Edward Goschgn2Bill4 containing his report of
his fateful interview with Bethmann-Hollnegg).

(2) Germany's proposal to annex the colonies aehEe while guaranteeing
the integrity of France itself.

The Prime Minister became quite dithyrambic in bOesnunciation of this
‘infamous proposal’. But he quite forgot to teflet country that his proposal was
made on Wednesday, July 29, and daf lead to a declaration of war by England.
He also forgot to relate the story of Germany’sposals on the following Saturday,
August 1, as given by Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. ¢bes in the White Paper (No.
123).

He (the German Ambassador) asked me (Sir Edwarg) @Gréermany
gave a promise not to violate Belgian neutrality weuld engage to
remain neutral. | replied that | could not sayttha =~~~ | did
not think we could give a promise of neutralitytbat condition alone.

The Ambassador pressed me as to whether | coutd no
formulate conditions on which we would remain nalitr He even
suggested that the integrity of France and her nieéo might be
guaranteed.

| said that | felt obliged to refuse definitelyyapromise to
remain neutral on similar terms, and | could ordy $hat we must
keep our hands free.

The truth is that Grey did his level best to prévée outbreak of war, but he
did not lift a finger to keep us out of it afterhiad become inevitable. He felt that he
must go to war in support of France, in spite of hisd aAsquith’s repeated
protestations that the country was not committecrigp such undertaking. If they
were only to tell the country frankly that vaad to support France, the war would be
as popular in this country as it is today. But mgvio the insincere declarations of
non-entanglement, both Grey and Asquith have hadatie the many reasons for this
war. The talk about ‘the rights of small natiotia’ is fudge, and is used to salve the
conscience of Lloyd George &c. Small nationalitiegy benefit by our intervention,
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as they did in the time of the Napoleonic Warst tousay that we have gone to war
for them is all fudge and fustian — | did not speak, thouglad prepared some things
to say, because the House was in no mood for ismticbut voted £100,000,000 in
three minutes!

| issued a manifesto on Friday to my constituentikyd George came up to
me while | was having lunch in the House of Command | gave him a copy. He
hardly glanced at it. His eye caught the wordsn¢ of Peace’. He said jeeringly,
‘Prince of Peace? Well, he has passed a moratdourthe present!. | refused to
join in the laughter that followed. He was on th@nt of returning the document to
me, but thought better of it and put it in his peck But | doubt if he’ll glance at it
again. So changed is he from the old pro-Boer !dayi® is now surrounded by
flattery and adulation, and is becoming a Sociadylixe Joe during the Boer War.
He likes it, and if he emerges unscathed, he igygeb man than he promises to be
just at present. He is said to be the most Jipgd & the Cabinet, and he is certainly
the most callous — apparently — or perhaps the wgind is ‘gayest’ — occupant of the
Treasury Bench.

The funniest — in the literal sense of the ternhing is the behaviour of the
Irish. John Redmond on Monday delivered himselsaie transparent flapdoodle.
He told the Government they could take every Brisisldier for Ireland, and the Irish
would themselves guard their own coasts. The $aifwered themselves hoarse, and
some of them had tears in their eyes. John Redrasdecome a popular hero, and
it looked as if Home Rule would pass slick throwgha surging wave of patriotism.
But Caesar had to be reckoned with. John Redwaodesd Asquith to prorogue, not
to adjourn, Parliament yesterday. Asquith wasingll but wanted to consult Carson.
On Thursday, Asquith, John Redwood and Carson agebD&vlin that Carson’s
language was painful and free. He thumped thestdid cursed and swore, and he
ended up by saying that if Home Rule was put orSia¢ute Book, he would call out
the Ulster Volunteers to fight the King's soldierésquith as usual got frightened,
and tomorrow Parliament is to be adjourned for infght and then (presumably)
prorogued. To this he has been brought by theedniullying of Irish, Welsh,
Labour, and radicals. But we are not out of thedvget. Tomorrow we are to have a
debate on the adjournment, and a whip has beegrdpeleed to all Radicals to attend.
All are asking if Carson and Bonar Law will kick.

On Monday | applied for the Recordership of Cardifacant through the
death of B. F. W. | have, since | took silk, dettthe work on circuit equally with B.
F. and at the last Assizes | did more work thanttadl rest of the circuit silks put
together. | knew that if | spoke against the wathould imperil my chances, but for
that very reason | felt bound to intervene. | stichave never forgiven myself if |
had not done so. On Friday it was announced irHihiese that Brynmor had been
appointed Recorder, and | had the usual consol&tigy from McKenna.

March: | was appointed Recorder of Cardfff.

8 August 1915

It is a year since | have made an entry in thiskbodll is changed. The Liberal
Government is gone, and has given place to a @oaltovernment in which the
leading spirits are Asquith, Lloyd George, and Batf Haldane has gone, and is in
acute controversy with Lloyd George. Morley sadRiobertson Nicholl about it, ‘It's
a fight between the whale and the sword-fish. dkithe sword-fish’. For weeks the
Northcliffe press has been running [Lloyd] Georgel @aecrying Asquith. Garvin in
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the Observerplainly intimates that unless Asquith goes in donscription, he must
resign before Parliament meets in October!

Yesterday week, July 31, | went to spend the wewka Walton Heath with
Lloyd George. He has been the centre of extraardimovements during the last
few weeks, and he has become the darling of thectiptionists. | made two strong
speeches in the House against Conscription, the@ta$hursday, July 29, in reply to
Josiah Wedgwood. The Tories yelled themselvesseoand the Radicals were
delighted. Massingham in tidation described it as a speech ‘of singular power and
grace of diction®

| was evidently brought down to Walton to be talkecer. At first | was
reasoned with. Did | know the extent of the Gerngasualties? Did | know that
Russia had lost 1% million prisoners, that the Enerasualties were equal to those of
the Central Powers, that Russia had collapsedywatd be of little use for a twelve
month, and it, therefore, behoved us to take tiygdri part of the burden? 1 pointed
out that this country had done more than eithenégear Russia: | mentioned the
Fleet, the Loan and the 3 million volunteers. kwsavitched off. 120,000 engineers
had joined the colours. | asked how conscripti@ubd help that. ‘It would stop it for
the future’. 1 replied that surely it could be mb@d without conscription. It only
wanted a little intelligence on the part of the \Wdfice, and if the War Office could
not be trusted, why did we entrust so vast a tAm@onscription to them? Then the
inequality of sacrifice was dwelt on — ‘here are twp boys with the Colours &c’. |
did not retort that the two were on the Staff, #mat while others who had joined later
were at the front, Dick [Richard Lloyd-George] a@avil [Gwilym Lloyd-George]
were still at home drawing their £300 a year. HesveGeorge saw that | was dead
against conscription and that | was not moved Byanguments. He then assured me
that he had never advocated conscription in then@ab | told him that | had been
assured to the contrary by Massingham and Gardiderroundly stated it was ‘a lie’,
that all he had said in favour of conscription Ihagn said publicly. He added that he
was in favour of compelling men to join the Colodos Home Defence so as to
relieve others for service overseas, and he wasaticpthat the war should end in
general disarmament so that conscription with hiouldl only be a temporary war
measure.

| put it to him that he had no support that wagsbdé. Balfour was said to be
against it, and Bonar Law would never cordially kvarith a man who (if Northcliffe
had his way) would lead the Tories. Curzon isaalye | gather, at daggers-drawn
with George, Kitchener is hostile, Grey is not be bld cordial terms, and Simon is
an unknown quantity. He was bitter about McKenkdnston, he said, was the only
man who hadvelcomed the war, he thought that the war was his oppagunHe
hardly spoke to George during the first few weedsd in the Cabinet he would
pointedly address himself only to Asquith, Kitcheaad Grey. Now he is different.
He is down on his luck. ‘The Dardanelles fiascs beoken him’, said George, ‘and
as Violet Asquith told me, he is like a motor-cattee front door - all the machinery
rattling, but he doesn’t move. | alone was agasestding the naval expedition by
itself. Now, he comes to me every day. He isahly member of the Cabinet | see.
But how can | trust him?’. | pointed out to himatthis backing in the Commons was
bad — Dalziel, Mond, Griffith, Markham, WedgwoodhiGzza-Money &c. ‘Pioneers
are always a scratch lot’ he said. But, | askeay tvas he going to succeed. ‘By the
strength of my own right arm’ he replied.

| implored him to be patient, and not to rush tlsingHe was certain of the
Premiership within the year, if he waited. He ntight it in any case, but if he got it
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through the Northcliffe gang, he would break witk bld friends, and would be the
unhappiest man in the world.

On Sunday morning Annie Kenny, the militant sufeig and a friend, called,
and had a long talk with Lloyd George. Presenéyiritroduced me to them. ‘OK’,
said Kenny, ‘you are the man that made thatked speech in the House last
Thursday'. | said | did not believe, as she didfdrce. She began shouting out that
the allies were doing more than we were. Lloyd i@edled — looking very shame-
facedﬁ.6 | said | had not come down to argue, butaee a little rest. And so she
went.

Then Northcliffe rang up. He has a cottage at @®aw and wanted to see
Lloyd George. We were due to picnic at Beachy He#&t Sir John Murray. We
called to see Northcliffe on the way. He had altaik soluswith Lloyd George on
the lawn in front of the house. When they joinsdMorthcliffe said to me, ‘That was
a perfectly wicked speech of yours’. | said, ‘gbeto think it was good, for you say
the same thing of it as the suffragettes’. ‘I ssaid Northcliffe looking at Lloyd
George. ‘that he wants converting’. ‘Yes’, saido@ge looking very uneasy ‘a great
deal of converting®’

That night we again had a long talk. | thought §eowvas more reasonable,
not so jumpy. He was evidently ashamed of Norflecand asked me not to mention
the call. | wonder how far he has committed himsélfear he has gone too far to
recede. Mrs Lloyd George told my wife that he wasing lest | might so far commit
myself as to stop my career and chance of a judlgesh any case she hoped nothing
would interfere with our friendship &c.

On Tuesday | went to the Eisteddfod at Bangor, whkrpresided on
Wednesday. Lloyd George came on Thursday and mdgaificent reception. His
coming made a difference of £500 to the takings. Fidday Professor [John] Morris
Jones, with whom | was staying, motored me ove€tiacieth®® The three of us
went out for a long walk, and a delightful time he&d. Lloyd George was at his best
— the old Lloyd George of ten and twenty years affogether winning and charming.
He had forgotten all the twistings and turninggolitics and all the sordid plots and
intrigues. He showed us the haunts of his youmh,names of Dewi Wyn and Robert
ap Gwilym Ddu, &c. We recalled their best lineslame tried to cap each other with
tales of the old bards, preachers, and charadtatswie knew. No one could have
believed that this was the same man as had beeortimg on Sunday with Kenny
and Northcliffe, and all that vicious crew. Whee veturned to the house, we found
Muspratt ex-MP there, who told us that he had genfirst lot of poison gasses to the
front, and that he was now busy at it making motacitv were far worse than
anything the Germans had had. Incidentally, LIG&brge stated that weeks ago he
had sent tons of high explosives to Rum&hia.

He is certain that the war will last another twange ‘It is a war of materials’,
he keeps on saying. Why worry then about consonipt It takes a year to make a
rifle, he told Muspratt. Then he explained that thachines and factories will take
ten out of the twelve months to build. He forgihist he told me that last October he
got a committee of the Cabinet appointed to orderenguns and munitions. He also
showed me a Memo which he had circulated amon@ #isnet dated December 31
1914 in which he predicted that Russia would sufter want of munitions and
inveighed against the ‘Stupidity’ of Van Dannope tilaster Gent of the Ordnance. |
wondered if he had shown this also to Dalziel, dridwas the reason why Dalziel
attacked Von Dannop in the House? | see that Blahas been speaking at Kirkaldy.
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‘The voluntary system is fine:but if the Government say compulsion is wanted

" &cC.

| am for the first time genuinely anxious aboutyddGeorge. In spite of all, |
am greatly attached to him — more perhaps today ¢lwar. | have never doubted his
luck or his success till now. It would be a trag@dafter so great a career and with
such prospects he were to mar all now throughesstiess or impatience. The rank
and file of the Liberals distrust him because & tonnection with Northcliffe; the
leaders hate him. He knows and feels this, andal be that he, like Chamberlain,
will join the enemy in a huff. He is always talgirof the way in which Joe was
treated in 1886. ‘He was kicked out as they aii@grto kick me out now. The only
difference is this. There was no question in Joase of treachery against mischief,
for Gladstone crabbed him in every way. Asquith tbe other hand has been
supremely loyal to me, and | could not, withoutrigeireacherous, go against him.
When the Coalition Government was being formed,88draw came to see me and
said, “There are only 3 possible PMs — Asquith,f@al and you. Asquith is not
energetic enough, Balfour is out of the questicamlready, and so are my friends, to
serve under you”. | said, “No, Asquith is the omplgssible P.M.”. | related all the
conversation, except just this passage, to Asquithave been and shall always be
perfectly loyal to Asquith’.

| hope and believe this will be so. Fortunately titme for making a decision
[is] not likely to come soon. Asquith, Balfour,daKitchener are all in favour of the
continuance of the voluntary system. It is a ausiceflection, as A. G. Gardiner told
me the other day, that these three should be thtedians of the Liberal tradition of
England, and Lloyd George their opponent! Lloydofge told me that in 1910 he
had proposed a Militia, of 1% millions, and alsatthe had never been a party man!
The Liberal press, with the exception of tNation has been indulgent to Lloyd
George but in private both journalists and RadidBk are bitter. My one consolation
is that Lloyd George has hitherto known when ancnehto stop. He passed the
Munitions Act, but when the South Wales minersd¢rine refused to apply it. When
he discovers how opposed the people are to cotiscrjjit will give him [a] pause.

Hotel Metropole, Folkestone

22 August 1915

| have been down here for over a week with Bryn vibh@onvalescent after his
operation. Yesterday Lloyd George came down to @mand, with Davies, his
secretary, and Sir George Ridd@ll.Bryn and | lunched with them, and they came
and dined with us. We asked Sir Edward Evans toflibe party. | had written to
the Daily Newsa reply to Colonel Arthur Lee’s speech on Congmnip and the letter
had appeared on Friday last. The first thing tHayd George spoke of was my
letter. He was not angry, but it was evident ti@tvas not pleased. During the day |
had several talks with him about Conscription, esdly in his roomtéte-a téten the
afternoon. We had motored to Caesar’s Camp, aficedidvack, and George went to
rest. | put on record what we said now while thegter is fresh in my mind, because
George threatened to remind me of the conversatibmelve months hence.

First of all, | found George had altered his tab®ut conscription since | was
at Walton [Heath] a fortnight ago. Then he was @iy convinced of its necessity,
but he was actively eager to bring it about himgatfiguing with Annie Kenny and
Northcliffe. Now he is still convinced of its nessaty, but is inclined to ‘ca‘canny’. |
think he is aghast at the ineptitude of Northcliffieough he still talks of him as a
remarkable man, who has a great gift of penetratisight as well as special sources
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of information &c. He speaks of him having beewals right about the war — about
munitions, Russia &c. He gave the cabinet inforamamonths ago about Russia, but
the Cabinet pooh-poohed it. But he went on to say Northcliffe is no politician,
that he had made every conceivable mistake in adwvac National Service since
May, and George was especially perturbed aboutévlitoming in to the agitation.
‘He is the only public man to whom | have neverlgp®. He was very bitter about
Massingham, ‘that anaemic tapeworm’ whom he desdritas my leader.
‘Massingham is not my leader’, | retorted, ‘for thest time since | have been in
political life | am my own leader He winced at this. On several occasions he
became very warm, but | kept my head. He descrdioedething | said as ‘the sort of
silly pap which some Radicals regard as principlehad my revenge later on. He
spoke of Conscription as necessary in order thahight take an equal share in the
war. ‘That, | said, ‘is the sort of inaccurateutwhich Northcliffe takes for
statesmanship’. On another occasion he took cfedhaving been the first Cabinet
Minister who had taken a pessimistic view of the.wésaid the first to do so was
John Burns, who predicted to me on August 4 thabitld be a three years war, that
there would be conscription in England before thd, eand that it would end in a
stalemate. | urged that in any case it was notr@e® business to force on
conscription. The word lay with Kitchener. ‘Dorybu think | know that?’, was the
impatient reply. ‘But Kitchener is always six mbattoo late. He is used to the East
where time does not count. He has never beemmi® yet about anything since the
war began. You mark my words — next year Kitcheméirpropose conscription, and
the country will have to accept it. But it will I months too late!’. | said | failed
to see how conscription would benefit anybody pustv. We already had more men
than we could equip. ‘There are 120,000 munitioves with the colours. Since June
| have been trying to get them back to work. lénaad 5000". | said, ‘Why not tell
Kitchener that youmust have them? That is in your Department. If hessdycan’t
spare them?”, tell him you must have them, or els&llyrefuse to be responsible for
munitions and that you’ll make a clean breast abithe House when it meets. The
mere threat will suffice’. Lloyd George looked pused. ‘Why, that is exactly what
| am doing!. He added that conscription wouldists another way, by keeping the
recruiting agents off necessary men. | suggestadin this again he could have his
way. ‘Use the National Register, and forbid retongi in certain areas or from certain
classes of workers. If Kitchener objects, tell timat you insist. Let Kitchener then
take the country frankly into his confidence. banh say that recruiting from certain
trades &c is forbidden, but that he wants 300,00808,000 men from outside. If he
fails to get them within a given date, it will berfhim to propose compulsior¥our
task is confined to munitions’. ‘That is what bpose to do’, he replied, but | could
see that he was disappointed at the suggestiorhéhahould confine his energies to
munitions. Later on in the evening he receivedlagram from Woolwich. ‘It was
only yesterday’, he said, ‘that Woolwich Arsenalsadelivered over to me. | sent a
dozen people down to bring order out of chaos,lfoould do nothing with them
before. Now | find (flourishing the telegram) thiiere are 600,000 shells stored
there — high explosives among them — which areybagéded at the front. They are
going to be sent out at once. My orders are thatmen should work night and day
till they are all packed and sent. By Tuesdaypéthey’ll be all on their way'. Of
controlled establishments he said there were alrég®D, while new National
Arsenals (12 | think) are to be proceeded with. wées very pleased with the way the
national munitions factories are working. He wa#l bf reproaches of all sorts
against Kitchener, and bitter about the Welsh tsoaipthe Dardanelles. My brother-
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in-law Major Jenkins and a dozen friends of mingehbeen wounded there. ‘It's a
shame!’, said George, ‘Kitchener dug out a manpftad, who was invalided out five
years ago. He was not fit to lead such an exmeditiWwhat was the result? lan
Hamilton says in his dispatch that the Welsh ‘btokehis hand, a disgrace, the first
blot on our Escutcheon! Stopford has been supedsdalit the mischief is done and
the casualties are frightfully heavy. But Kitcheti@nks nothing of a man unless he
is sixty-five. | asked him to give the Welsh Commdacreated by Ivor Philipps, to
Evans his substitute. ‘He is not senior enoug@’rdplied. But Evans is 59!

The news from Russia had greatly depressed hirhave just been reading a
dispatch from Buchanan our ambassador’, he sdids full of warning. Russia is
hopelessly beaten. She has no munitions. Sheebla Vickers Maxim promised
600,000 fuses: not one had been sent. And riffes: one has gone. The Russians
can’t imagine that a munitions factory is not in@omment hands: and they blame
us. The Court is pro-German. Half the Duma isawvour of a separate peace’. He
became more and more excited and vehement. ‘lIyolda fortnight ago, three
weeks ago, that Warsaw would fall. You said | weaspessimistic’. | corrected him.
| said | had accepted his prediction, but that las W0 pessimistic as to the results of
Warsaw's fall. ‘Kovno has fallen. Is that a bathg?’, he exclaimed excitedly. ‘The
other fortresses are falling one after another.thé&& a bad thing? | make you a
prediction — Petrograd will fall. What will youeh say? Will you still say | am too
pessimistic? [I'll remind you of this conversatitmelve months hence. | tell you,
you and the Radicals have failed the country imeatgcrisis. We shall be beaten, if
we don’'t adopt conscriptiorpeaten, beaten!! And it will be said of us that for the
sake of a fad, a wad, a shibboleth, we allowecetteamy to win. Already Kitchener
is talking of a ‘bad peace’. If Russia stops, arddon’t have conscription, | shall be
in favour of stopping too. It would be murder tend our gallant fellows to their
death’. And then he seemed to ‘think aloud’. tieitdid I think that | should pray that
a son of mine should be wounded! ‘That seemedddameveal his inner mind. He
is obsessed with the idea tl$ boys should be fighting while somebody else’s boys
are not. And that thought colours and distortalthoughts. He is unbalanced and
in a really dangerous frame of mind. But | thirk ik not going to lead a crusade in
favour of conscription. He is appalled to find htaw he has severed himself from his
old friends. Every Liberal newspaper is against.hiSir Edward Evans told him in
SO0 many words that conscription at present wouldnr@s insurrection. ‘It's a bitter
thought — a hateful thought — to me’, he said smill@droom, and there were genuine
tears in his eyes ‘that | may have to live for teet of my life with fellows | have
always fought, with whom | have nothing in commamd all whose habits of
thoughts and customs are hatful to me. | know thema | know the People, and |
love the People’. This is what has kept him straig’/And | am a Liberal’, he said
somewhat pathetically, ‘though you, Llew, don’trtkiso’. ‘Well’, | said, ‘1 know
you are a genuine democrat’. | could not say meneembering what he told me at
Walton Heath that he had ‘never been a party maks.to the personalities of the
business, | gathered that Asquith is strong ag&osiscription. ‘He is a master of all
the party platitudes’. Grey is also against itckénna, it seems, is not only strong,
but he is ‘intriguing’ against George. Simon isalsturdy, and Henderson and
Harcourt and Runciman. | said that | understoolioBawas against. ‘He has never
told me so’. | went onto say that Bonar Law ha@rb@against it, but was now
wavering. ‘You seem to know more about my collesgthan | do myself’. ‘It may
be so’, | replied, ‘You must remember this is a @ma Government, and each
member has his reservations’. He flared up at thiss a National Cabinet’, he
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replied. ‘Well’, said I, ‘Whitaker told me that the Cabinet Ministers came to him
and asked him to pass his amendment to the Regstfaill to a division. ‘Good
God'’, exclaimed George, throwing up his handsndAhey accuse me of intriguing’.
He implied that Curzon and Lansdowne had advocadedcription.

Late in the evening he had a telegram from LorddRey and Lord Cunliffe
from Boulogne saying they were crossing over to @dwday (Sunday). He wired to
tell them that he would meet them at Dover withiewwto bringing them over to
Folkestone. 1 think they will all motor to Londdoday.

| said to them at parting in the afternoon, wheée hottest part of the
encounter was over, ‘Well, | hope you will beliesee that | am taking this line
because | think | must, believing as | do that copsion at present is not only
unnecessary but absolutely fatal’. He softenedrate. ‘My dear Llew’, he said,
‘there’s no need to assure me of that. | know aoa always that you are true to our
old friendship’.

19 September 1915

Parliament met last Tuesday. On the previous daydLGeorge had published the
‘Preface’ to his book on war speeches, in whicthplanly advocated Conscription.
On the Friday before, he sent a telegram to a Cmtiemist meeting which was
addressed by Chiozza Money. His sudden decisidiorte the issue took me by
surprise after his chastened mood at Folkestori@ncl that what happened was this.
On Thursday week he attended the Trade Union Cesgaé Bristol. He made a
characteristic speech, half wheedling, half butlyiand ending up with a reference to
the fact that he had been brought up ‘in a workm&ome’. He carried the Congress
for the time. He returned to town full of exultati | have no doubt, and thought that
he had only to make a few speeches to carry thetgows he had swept the
Congress. He is surrounded by a coterie of memhtom his word is law and who
never dream of contradicting or arguing with hinfActing on rash impulse, the
following day he sent his wire to [? Chiozza] Moneynd ordered the preface to be
published on Monday, tho’ the book was not publistikthe following Thursday.

He has undoubtedly precipitated the crisis. Ne talks of anything else
except Conscription. The three days during whicHidaent has been sitting have
been given up to this topic and nothing else. sListve been appearing in the papers
of Conscriptionists and Antis in the Cabinet. Balf is the only Tory anti: Lloyd
George and Winston the only Liberal ConscriptianistThe debates in the House
have been well sustained. With the exception dbbiand J. H. Thomas, there have
been no vehement speeches, and no attempt at irgettion or rhetorical appeal. The
subject has been discussed on its merits, and ihere gain-saying the fact that the
Antis have so far had the best of it. J. H. Thdmapeech created a profound
sensation. He bluntly asserted that the agitatias one directed against Asquith.
The Conscriptionists cried out, ‘No, no!. ‘Wellhe related, ‘then put your protest
into practice’. He went on to say that if Compaisivas introduced the Railway Men
would strike. | followed on the same side. | edllattention to the Quakers and
others who opposed all war. What was to be dortle them? What would Lloyd
George have said if Milner had proposed Conscmptioring the Boer War, when he
was of military age? Was passive resistance toptywnent of rates to teach the
Church Catechism a good thing and passive resestinbeing forced to shed blood
treasonable? My speech was directed to Lloyd Geéwgthe only thing that will
make him pause is the fear of actual physical mcge He has always shrunk from
that threat. He was converted to Women’s Suffrauget, by argument, but by the
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violence of the Suffragettes. — Winston was they @dbinet Minister on the Front
Bench while | was speaking, and had one or twos’'dag) the Dardanelles Expedition.
He came to me afterwards and said: ‘When | saiduaidee that we were within a
few miles of victory, | did not mean that we weréhin a few days of victory. |
wanted to emphasise the significance of distandbeatDardanelles compared with
the Western or Eastern front. | would say todagt tve are within two miles of
victory. You said | was primarily responsible fbie Dardanelles expedition. | was
for the Naval Expedition, but not for the land edien. | have only a collective
responsibility for it. Your speech was powerfulsuimmarised it in my mind as
follows, “War is Hell. Inconclusive peace is worsBut worst of all is a quarrel with
a Quaker.”!'’. | thought he looked bad and unwhkotae. Hesmelt of ill-health. He
will not make old bone&

Everyone knows now that Lloyd George is the learlehe Conscriptionists.
It has been an awful shock to the Liberals everyahel'he corridors and lobbies of
the House, and the smoking rooms of the clubswdlref dismay and denunciation.
Chamberlain is recalled. Gardiner, who yesterdeyteva pathetic ‘Open Letter’ to
George in théaily News had a long talk with me on Tuesday. He describad ‘a
nightmare, a tragedy’, and was very bitter abouydll George He thought he was
party to the intrigue; so did Massingham. | tdiérh — separately of course — that |
had seen a good deal of George during August, featd tould give them my solemn
assurance that that was not true, that George bsuaely loyal to Asquith, though
he was determined to run conscription. The mildrigghe personal comments about
George in théD[aily] N[ews] and theNation this week is at least partly due to this.
But the letters | get from Wales are heartbreaking.

26 November 1915

These entries have been mainly concerned with ratioes with Lloyd George.
Alas! It seems as if there will be no more of theét the end of September Lloyd
George suddenly wrote a letter to the press bawgthe ‘clatter and racket’ which
disturbed the deliberations of the Council chambérwrote a letter to the press
pointing out that the Conscriptionists were thepgteavho had been guilty of ‘clatter
and racket’, and that so far from objecting LloydaBye had sent a telegram to Leo
Chiozza Money at a Conscriptionist meeting, and ks ‘preface’ was a deliberate
incentive to bring the force of public opinion teds upon the Cabinet. Since the
appearance of this letter, George has taken noenofime. He looks the other way if
our eyes chance to meet in the House, and | hear fiiends that he is assuming all
the airs of a man with a grievance. | wrote to hout he sent no reply. Mrs George
ceased to call to see my wife, after twenty yeératonate friendship. Upon my wife
writing to her Mrs George called once to tea, lutmore. My wife is never called to
attend committees at Downing Street, and it is@vidhat the word has gone out that
we are to be tabooed. Arthur Lee, with whom | hacbntroversy in August is Ivor
P’s successor at the Ministry of Munitions and @bk Money has succeeded
Whitehouse as private secretary. | wrote to Riddeinking that he might interpose
his good offices, but Riddell who is George’s mamepand simple, though personally
friendly and cordial, is blandly unconscious of thierence in our relationship.

Two things have given me a new interest in lifehave finished my treatise
on ‘The Court of Great Sessions in Wales’ — the tmalsorious task | have ever
undertaken, and my wife’s niece, Elinor Jenkinspublishing a volume of ‘War
Poems’ next week. They are very remarkable, eslhecfor so young and
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inexperienced a girl. Yesterday | wrote a critiqoe the Western Mailto appear
when the book is published.

Last night | had an unusual experience. Sir J8mon had read out a
paragraph from a Russian paper on the previoustaéing that ‘in newspaper circles
here’ Northcliffe was strongly condemned for his attaadn the GovernmentThe
Timespromptly replied that this was ‘a dishonest answas the para-question had
‘been telegraphed to Petrograd’, and did not repreRussian feeling. | thought this
attack [ ] and proceeded to put down a questia@uilt. As | was on my way
to the Table | met Simon behind the Speaker's Chhathought | ought to tell him.
As he was speaking to another man at the timed| dashould like to see you for a
moment’. ‘Come to my room’, he said, ‘I want tees@u too’. Presently | went, and
found that he wanted to see me on this very mattés.was engaged in dictating a
letter to theTimeswhich appeared in today’s issue, in which he amhhithat the
paragraph had been telegraphed by a Paris cor@spoand ‘here’ meant Paris and
not Petrograd. | told him | meant to put down agjion. He assented, but asked me
to raise the question on the adjournment next Tayead well — as he wanted to tell
something about Northcliffe. | agreed to do s@ pat down a question.

What struck me greatly was the timorous doubts &aeditations which
assailed Simon. His letter had been so written remditten, corrected and further
corrected, that the manuscript looked like croweetf When dictating from this
document to his shorthand writer, he paused amdrst&aed and hesitated, saying, ‘I
must be very careful how this is worded’, and hektx as worried as a debtor on the
verge of bankruptcy. He asked my opinion oncewicd, and | ventured on certain
amendments which he eagerly accepted, but allehthfind are omitted from the
Timesletter this morning. | had never come into intienaontact with Simon before,
and the spectacle which he presented was somewaindilp

For the first time, perhaps, | did full justicettee magnificent daring of Lloyd
George As | glance back in memory over the cloutlegs of his amazing career — as
| knew him twenty-four years ago — when he was g¢tathke payment from me for
speaking at meetings in South Wales, when he was pworer than I, his intrepid
fight against the ‘old fogies’ in Wales, his fighgainst the Liberal Government in
1894 and 1895, against the official gang in Wahe$896-98, against the Jingo spirit
during the Boer War, against the Education Act 19905, against all his opponents
in the Cabinet since 1906, not to mention his sermourage in private troubles, |
begin to realise the secret of his success. Hisage is unflinching. He never
guailed before any man, though many a man quaiéoré® him. 1 think | can claim
that | am the only man who constantly and consitestood up against him when |
thought he was wrong. Many a time in [the] oldsldid he admit this thankfully, for
saving him from some rash folly. But now it seea$riendship which started at
Pontypridd in August 1891 has been discarded likeld glove. | have felt it bitterly.
| have not slept for nights on end except fitfdlyd uneasily. The French say that in
love are loves and that the other permits himselbé loved. Is the same true of
friendship? In spite of many defects which are patent to be unnoticed, | have
followed and loved him for a quarter of a centuNow, | fear, it is all at an end. He
is still scheming and fighting and succeeding. i$ief the War Council of five. He
rides roughshod over his opponents. Men like Sirtamot stand up against him.
But my heart is sore because of our lost friendsi¥gas! They had been friends in
youth’ — it is a haunting line. | never thoughtweuld have so lightly thrown away a
proved and loyal friendship. But great men arevat®uch foiblesVale atque vale
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The fullest biographical account of W. Llewelyn Wiins is J. Graham Jones, ‘The journalist
as politician: W. Llewelyn Williams MP (1867-1922amarthenshire Antiquarg7 (2002),
79-98. On the split between Williams and Lloyd €geoover the introduction of military
conscription in 1916, see also idem, ‘Lloyd Georgé, Llewelyn Williams and the 1916
Conscription Bill’, National Library of Wales JournaB1 (1999-2000), 173—-87. This theme
is developed further using the diary entries pdnitere in J. Graham Jones, ‘W. Llewelyn
Williams MP (1867-1922) and the First World WaCamarthenshire Antiquarg2 (2006),
84-103. For a recent helpful, brief overview of N&ihs’s life, see the article by Kenneth O.
Morgan in theOxford Dictionary of National Biographyol. 59 (London, 2004), 333-35.
There is a typescript biography of Williams by RekdSemour Rees in NLW MS 18645C,
and typescript transcripts of materials relatinghim, also collected by Rees, in NLW MS
18646C. Papers concerning Williams, collected by.TEvans, are also to be found in NLW
MS 19483E.

Carmarthen Journall0 November 1905.

Llewelyn Williams's diary entry for 30 May 1906.

Ibid., diary entries for 30 November and 4 Decembei7190

Ibid., diary entry for 12 February 1914.

Ibid., diary entry for 9 August 1914.

Ibid., diary entry for 8 August 1915.

Ibid., diary entry for 26 November 1915.

There is a full account of the 1906 general @ectampaign in the Carmarthen Boroughs
constituency in the files of thearmarthen Journabknd The Welshman See also J. Graham
Jones, ‘W. Llewelyn Williams and the Carmarthen @&ahs election of 1906’
Carmarthenshire Antiquarg3 (2007) (forthcoming).

See the reports ifthe Welshmanl9 January 1906, and théanelly County Guardian25
January 1906.

Lloyd George was standing for the fifth conseeutime as the Liberal candidate for the
Caernarfon Boroughs, previously a very marginalstituency. This was the first occasion on
which he was fairly certain of re-election, parntgcause he had recently been appointed by
Campbell-Bannerman to be the President of the Bo&rtrade in the new Liberal Cabinet
formed in the previous December.

William Brace (1865-1947), who was standing tfoe first time as the ‘Lib-Lab’ candidate
for the South Glamorgan constituency in 1906. Hs later to be elected the Labour MP for
Abertillery in 1918. Major General Sir Ivor John fHert (1851-1933) was to be elected the
Liberal MP for Monmouthshire South in 1906 and dammd to represent the constituency
until he was created Baron Treowen in June 1917.

John Elliott Burns (1858-1943), Liberal MP fomttersea, 1892-1918. When Campbell-
Bannerman formed his administration in Decembel51B0rns was offered the presidency of
the Local Government Board, thus becoming the firgstking man ever to achieve cabinet
rank. He remained in this position until March 194den he was appointed President of the
Board of Trade, a post from which he resigned irg#at 1914 on the outbreak of the First
World War. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman (1836—1908) the newly elected Liberal
Prime Minister.

Richard Burdon Haldane, Viscount Haldane (18928}, Liberal MP for Haddingtonshire
from 1885 until he was created' Yiscount Haldane in 1911. He had become Secrethry
State for War on 8 December 1905, remaining inpbsition until June 1912. He was then
Lord High Chancellor, 1912-15 (and again in 192A}fred Milner, Viscount Milner (1854—
1925), the former governor of Cape Colony and H@gmmissioner of South Africa, later
appointed civil administrator of the Orange Rivexdalransvaal colonies. Currently out of
office. Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill (1874-3Qthad recently achieved ministerial
office for the first time as under-secretary at @@onial Office. Under Secretary of State for
the Colonies, 1906-08, President of the Board afi&r 1908-1910, Home Secretary, 1910-
11, First Lord of the Admiralty, 1911-15, Chancelbd the Duchy of Lancaster, 1917.

Victor Alexander Bruce, ninth Earl of Elgin (1841917), the former Viceroy of India who
had recently been appointed to the Colonial OffigeCampbell-Bannerman in December
1905.
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Herbert Henry Asquith (1852-1928), recently apigal Chancellor of the Exchequer. Liberal
Prime Minister, April 1908—December 1916.

John Morley, Viscount Morley of Blackburn (183®23), who had recently reluctantly
accepted the position of Secretary of State foialimdthe Campbell-Bannerman government.
Archibald Philip Primrose, fifth Earl of Rosepef1847-1929), the former Liberal Prime
Minister.

Allen Clement Edwards (1869-1938), Liberal MP floe Denbigh District, 1906—January
1910 (defeated). Later the Liberal MP for Glamogjare East, December 1910-December
1918, and the National Democratic Party MP for Eesin South, December 1918—November
1922.

John Hugh Edwards (1869-1945), a prominent Wedditician and writer. A future Liberal
MP for Mid-Glamorgan, 1910-18, Neath, 1918-22, &wdrington, 1923-29, and a future
biographer of David Lloyd George. The article ‘WelSlinisters of State’ appeared irhe
Welsh Revieywol. I, no. 1 (March 1906), 4-5, ‘A practical oy} in Welsh politics’ibid.,
14-15, and ‘Wales: notes of the montibjd., 22-26. All three pieces were published
anonymously, but all were clearly the work of Wewklyn Williams.

Philip Snowden, Viscount Snowden (1864-1937% tmbour MP for Blackburn and a
national Socialist figure alongside Keir Hardie &amsay MacDonald.

Sir Arthur Herbert Dyke Acland, thirteenth baeb1846—1927), a former Liberal MP for the
Rotherham division of the West Riding of Yorkshifd85-1900, and the vice-president of
the committee of council on education in Glads®f@irth ministry, 1892—-95. From 1906 he
chaired the consultative committee of the Boar&ddication. Augustine Birrell (1850-1933),
the Liberal MP for Bristol North, 1906-18, was apped President of the Board of
Education, December 1905-February 1907, when he apa®inted Chief Secretary for
Ireland where he was to remain until he resignethfthe government in April 1916.

James William Lowther (1855-1949), originallgeted Speaker of the House of Commons in
June 1905, was indeed re-elected to the positioh3oRebruary 1906, and remained Speaker
of the House until his resignation in April 1921 avhhe was created Viscount Ullswater. The
proceedings of the re-election of the Speaker amdlable in Parliamentary Debates4”
series, Vol. 152, cols. 4-11. According to Philipo&den, in congratulating Lowther on his
re-election, the Prime Minister Campbell-Bannerniaetrayed a nervousness which was
painful to see’ (Philip, Viscount Snowdefn AutobiographylLondon, 1934], 122).

Reginald McKenna (1863-1943), Liberal MP for Muuthshire North constituency from
1895 until he was defeated in the new Pontypodkidim in 1918. Financial Secretary to the
Treasury, 1905-07, President of the Board of Edmecafebruary 1907—April 1908, First
Lord of the Admiralty, 1908-11, Home Secretary, 1915, Chancellor of the Exchequer,
May 1915-December 1916. John Herbert Lewis (18583}, 9.iberal MP for Flint Boroughs,
1892-1906, and for Flintshire, 1906-18. Junior Lokthe Treasury and a Liberal Party whip,
1905-July 1909, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ld8avernment Board, 1909-15,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Educafiéay 1915-October 1922. Matthew Lewis
Vaughan Davies (1840-1935), Liberal MP for Cardgare, 1895-1921 when he was created
Baron Ystwyth. David Alfred Thomas (1856-1918), didl MP for Merthyr Tydfil, 1888—
January 1910 and subsequently for Cardiff until éelser 1910. Created Baron Rhondda in
January 1916 and Viscount Rhondda in June 1918ider of the Local Government Board,
1916-17, Food Controller, 1917-18. Ellis JonessEHriffith (1860-1926), Liberal MP for
Anglesey, 1895-1918, Recorder of Birkenhead, 1927-Samuel Thomas Evans (1859-
1918), Liberal MP for Mid-Glamorganshire from Febary 1890 (by-election) until he was
appointed President of the Probate, Divorce and irddiy Division of the High Court in
March 1910, Solicitor-General, January 1908—Margh(l

Cranogwen was Sarah Jane Rees (1839-1916), rainprd poet and editor and a
schoolmistress by profession. She was the editdr lefythonedrom 1878 until 1891, a well-
known magazine for women, and she was the fountiéheo Temperance Union of South
Wales.

Llywelyn Williams's maiden speech is availabteRarliamentary Debates4” series, Vol.
153, cols. 1001-07. ‘The long and tedious oratiomfPhilip Snowden’ is printeiid., cols.
1007-14, and the speech by F. E. Snfottl., cols. 1014-23. Lloyd George’s ‘very laborious
and ineffective “official” reply’ follows, cols. 123-35. Frederick Edwin Smith, first Earl of
Birkehhead (1872-1930). In 1906, against the tifilehe Liberals' landslide victory, he
narrowly held his Liverpool seat. His maiden speenhl2 March 1906 referred to here by
Llewelyn Williams — one of the most celebrated pcéil débuts in parliamentary history —
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was a masterpiece of impudent satire which made distar overnight. He was shrewd
enough not to try to repeat this first success, follbwed it with a sequence of brilliantly
argued speeches employing his forensic skills tdray the Liberal government's legislative
programme as a series of cynical sops to the varémgational interests which made up its
support. His speech on the 1906 Trade DisputesinB regarded as the classic exposition of
the case against intimidatory picketing and thall@gmunity of trade unions up to the 1980s.
SeeParliamentary Debatesi" Series, Vol. 154, cols. 1295-1351.

On the highly contentious Welsh Church Commigsigee Kenneth O. Morgahlyales in
British Politics, 1868-19224" ed. (Cardiff, 1991), 231-40.

Sir Daniel Lleufer Thomas (1863-1940), a stip@rydmagistrate, the author of an admirable
Digestof the Report of the Royal Commission on Land ial&g.

The Archbishop of Canterbury was Randall Thomasidson, Baron Davidson of Lambeth
(1848-1930), enthroned in 1903. His advice on puplimary education was sought and
valued by Balfour in framing the Education Act c®0R. He particularly cultivated the
friendship of leading politicians with a Scottisladkground: Lord Rosebery, Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman, and A. J. Balfour. The debawes Lloyd George's ‘people's budget’
and the Parliament Act exposed Davidson to chadfegolitical partisanship. When the
Finance Bill was rejected by the House of Lordblovember 1909, Davidson and most of the
bishops abstained, thereby incurring the odium wbpsrters of both government and
opposition. In that debate he expressed the beafthe bishops could, and should, speak
with authority on religious, educational, sociahdamoral questions, but were wise to avoid
more overtly party political issues. The BishopSif Davids was John Owen (1854-1926)
who had been enthroned in 1897. Much of Owen'sepiate was marked by controversy. For
many years he was involved in conflict over chusdhools and the place of religious
instruction in schools. The Education Act of 19G2 county councils the responsibility for
financing elementary education. Subject to cleaddmns, church schools qualified for rate-
aided status, but this gave great offence to ndocaists. Lloyd George used this discontent
to advantage in Wales where some county counnituding Carmarthenshire, refused to use
rates to maintain church schools. A long legal padiamentary battle ensued before the
council was obliged to give way. Between 1907 ad#i110wen was involved in another long
but ultimately successful conflict with the locallueation authority in Swansea over the
funding of church schools in the town. From 1902h® last years of Owen's life the question
of religious education in state schools was a reotiproblem. The article to which Llewelyn
Williams is referring is probably ‘Welsh Disestaliment’ which was published
anonymously inThe Welsh Reviewvol. I, no. 2 (April 1906), 41-42. This in turnas
provoked by an article published the previous manthhe first ever issue ofhe Welsh
Review viz. ‘A practical policy in Welsh politics'ibid., Vol. I, no. 1 (March 1906), 14-15.
Both were clearly written by WLIW.

Frank (later Sir Francis) Edwards (1852-1927petal MP for Radnorshire, 1892-95
(defeated), 1900—January 1910 (defeated), and &gaiember 1910-18.

The debate on the Education (England and W8Sy available inParliamentary Debates
4" series, Vol. 156, cols. 1504-1622. Llewelyn \Wilfis's speech during the debate is
printed ibid., cols., 1575-82. John Redmond (1856-1918), leafiéne Irish Parliamentary
Party from 1900 until his death in March 1918. ThanPower O'Connor (1848-1929), a
well-known journalist and politician who sat foretiscotland division of Liverpool from 1885
until his death in November 1929. John Dillon (185927), Nationalist MP for East Mayo
from 1885 until he was defeated in 1918. Timothycihdiel Healy (1855-1931), Nationalist
MP for Louth North, 1892 until his defeat in Deceani910.

The debate on the Education Bill is availabl®arliamentary DebatesA™ series, Vol. 158,
cols. 116-232. Charles Frederick Gurney Masterrh8@3—1927), Liberal MP for West Ham
North from 1906 until June 1911.

Sir John Herbert Roberts (1863-1955), Liberal foiFDenbighshire West from 1892 until he
retired in 1918. Sir Henry Fowler (1830-1911), lrddeMP for Wolverhampton East, 1885—
April 1908 when he was created first Viscount Wohampton. Appointed Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster in December 1905. Sydney Buxi@53—-1934), Liberal MP for Tower
Hamlets, 1886—-1914. Postmaster-General, Decemt@s—February 1910, President of the
Board of Trade, 1910-14. Herbert John Gladston8448930), Liberal MP for Leeds West,
1885-February 1910, Liberal Party Chief Whip, 180835, Home Secretary, December
1905-February 1910. Thereafter Viscount GladstdffeMarquess of Ripon (1827-1909),
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Lord Privy Seal, December 1905-October 1908. SibeRioLaurie Morant (1863—-1920),
permanent secretary of the Board of Education.

Sidney Robinson (1863-1956), Liberal MP for Breshire, 1906-18. David Davies,
Llandinam (1880-1944), Liberal MP for Montgomeryshi1l906—29, private secretary to D.
Lloyd George, 1916-17.

James Bryce (1838-1922), Liberal MP for Aberdgeunth from November 1885 until he was
appointed British Ambassador at Washington in Jgnif07 (continuing to serve there until
1913). Chief Secretary for Ireland, December 19@6udry 1907. John Edward Ellis (1841-
1910), Liberal MP for the Rushcliffe division of Nimghamshire from 1885 until his death on
5 December 1910. Served as Under-Secretary of 8tate India Office, 1905-06. Thomas
Macnamara (1861-1931), Liberal MP for CamberwellrtNofrom October 1900 until
December 1918. Parliamentary Secretary to the L@aternment Board, January 1907-
April 1908, Parliamentary and Financial Secretaryhie Admiralty, April 1908—March 1920.
Sir Charles Edward Henry Hobhouse (1862-1941), raeibMP for East Bristol, 1900-18
(defeated), Under-Secretary for India, 1907—08af@ml Secretary to the Treasury, 1908-11,
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, 1911-14, fAaster-General, February 1914—May
1915.

Sir Alfred Thomas (1840-1927), Liberal MP forsEaslamorgan from 1885 until his
retirement in December 1910. Ellis William David8871-1939), Liberal MP for the Eifion
division of Caernarfonshire (Caernarfonshire Soutigm June 1906 until his defeat in
December 1918.

Sir Edward Grey (1862-1933), Liberal MP for therwick-on-Tweed division of
Northumberland from 1885 until created Viscount Yoof Fallodon in 1916. Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, December 1905-16. SecBatbn Tweedmouth (1849-1909)" 1
Lord of the Admiralty, December 1905—April 1908.

Owen Morgan Edwards (1858-1920), Welsh littenatnd Oxford don, appointed the first
chief inspector of schools under the aegis of e kVelsh Education Department in 1907.
Alfred Thomas Davies (1861-1949), the first Permargecretary of the Welsh Department
of the Board of Education. He remained in this fosiuntil 1925.

Horatio William Bottomley (1860-1933), LiberalRvfor South Hackney, 1906-11.

See J. Graham Jones, ‘Mair Eluned Lloyd Geortf#0(-1907)’, Transactions of the
Caernarfonshire Historical Societg0 (1999), 33-54.

Sir William Henry Clark (1876-1952), civil sentaand diplomatist. From 1906 to 1908 he
was private secretary to the President of the Badrdrade, Lloyd George. William Jones
(1860—-1915) was the Liberal MP for Caernarvonshioeth (Arfon constituency) from 1895
until his death on 9 May 1915. ‘The two Herbertsted here are John Herbert Lewis MP and
John Herbert Roberts MP.

Walter Runciman (1870-1949) was the Liberal MPtlfie Dewsbury constituency from 1902
until 1918. He had served as parliamentary segreimrthe Local Government Board,
December 1905-January 1907, and was then FinaSeietary to the Treasury, January
1907—April 1908. In April 1908 he was appointed dfident of the Board of Education.
Colonel John Edward Bernard Seely (1868-1924) WwasLtberal MP for the Abercromby
division of Liverpool, 1906-10. He was Under-Seargtof State for the Colonies, April
1908-11. C. F. G. Masterman had been appointedapemtary secretary to the Local
Government Board. Sir Francis Dyke Acland (1874-99®as the Liberal MP for the
Richmond division of the North Riding of Yorkshirganuary 1906—January 1910 (defeated).
He was appointed Financial Secretary to the Waic®find a member of the Army Council
in April 1908.

During the exceptionally harrowing weeks follagithe death of Mair Eluned Lloyd George,
the Lloyd George family home at Routh Road, Londwhere Mair had died, was quickly
sold, and a lease purchased on a new propertyCaegne Road, Chelsea. Mair's cruel death
was by far the harshest personal blow which Llowbi@e was ever to sustain during his long
life.

A reference to Thomas Edward Ellis MP (1859-2f)eral MP for Merioneth since 1886.

Sir Edward Tyas Cook (1857-1919), appointecbedit theDaily Newsin 1895.

Alfred George Edwards (1848-1937), consecratesthdp of St Asaph in 1889. Was to
become the first ever Archbishop of Wales in 1920.

The Liberals had lost the Ashburton divisiorDefvon in a closely fought by-election held on
17 January 1908. Sir John Lawson Walton, the Aégi@eneral, had died the very same day.
Reading, held by the Liberals, was a very margowistituency. The majority of Rufus
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Isaccs in the constituency in the 1906 generatieleca Liberal landslide, had been just 697
votes (6.8 per cent of those cast).

‘Mabon’ was William Abraham (1842-1922), thebtliab’ (later Labour) MP for Rhondda,
1885-1918. George Whiteley (1855-1925), was therkibMP for the Pudsey division of the
West Riding of Yorkshire from 1900 and sat until was created *1Baron Marchamley in
April 1908. He served as the Liberal Party Chiefigyibecember 1905-April 1908.

Thomas Lough (1850-1922) was the Liberal MPIgtngton West from 1892 until he was
defeated in the general election of 1918. He wasessmy to the Board of Education,
December 1905-April 1908, but was then dropped ftben government — to his intense
annoyance.

Sir Robert Chalmers, Baron Chalmers (1858-1988hember of the staff of the Treasury
ever since 1882. For most of that time he servatienTreasury's finance division, and on 28
October 1907 he was appointed chairman of the Boérthland Revenue, where he was
largely responsible for the transfer of the exdisen the Inland Revenue to a new board of
customs and excise in 1908. In this role, and finJuly 1911, when he succeeded Sir
George Murray as permanent secretary of the Trgaserwas one of the principal advisers to
successive chancellors of the exchequer: H. H. tsgbavid Lloyd George, Reginald
McKenna, and Andrew Bonar Law. Chalmers had strioibgral convictions and at first he
got on well with Lloyd George, of whose 1909 budigetwas one of the principal architects,
but they fell out in 1913, when Chalmers believieat the chancellor had misled the House of
Commons.

In 1909 Lloyd George, Chancellor of the Excheqtaok The Peoplenewspaper to court for
libel because it had dared to suggest that he lwadew friends with whom he was intimate.
He was backed by the best legal brains of the ddyha won the case (despite the fact that his
‘philandering’ was well-known in political and presircles). At almost exactly the same time
he was fighting that case he was pushing the deecd@eople’s Budget’ through the House of
Commons, and he and Asquith were threatening tdishbthe Lords if they refused to co-
operate.

Sir Lewis Venables Harcourt, Liberal MP for tRessendale division of Lancashire from
1904 until he was created" Miscount Harcourt on 3 January 1917 Commissioner of
Works, December 1905-November 1910 and May 1915eMker 1916, Secretary for the
Colonies, 1910-15. Earl Loreburn, formerly Sir RabReid, (1846-1923), Liberal peer,
appointed Lord Chancellor in December 1905.

See J. Graham Jones, ‘Framing 'the people'seBudgnew perspectiveTransactions of the
Honourable Society of Cymmrodridi®91, 285-98. See also Bruce K. Murraie People's
Budget 1909/1QOxford, 1980).

Joseph Albert Pease (1860-1943), Liberal MPtHer Saffron Walden division of Essex,
1901-December 1910, Junior Lord of the Treasurgebwer 1905-April 1908, Liberal Party
Chief Whip, April 1908—February 1910, Chancellor tbé Duchy of Lancaster, 1910-11,
President of the Board of Education, 1911-15, aostrRaster-General, January—December
1916.

Herbert Louis Samuel (1870-1963), Liberal MPtfar Cleveland division of the West Riding
of Yorkshire, 1902-18. Under-Secretary at the Habfice, December 1905—June 1909,
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, June 1909«#kal 1910, Postmaster-General, 1910—
14, President of the Local Government Board, 19%4-Postmaster-General, May 1915-
January 1916.

Sir Ernest Joseph Cassel (1852-1921), merchamkeb, financier and member of high
society.

Rev. John Williams (1854-1921), prominent Castio Methodist minister who made his
home at Llwyn Idris, Brynsiencyn, Anglesey, on fésirement from his pastorate in 1906. He
took a prominent role in promoting the formationtloed Welsh division during the First World
War and served as its honorary chaplain.

Joseph Devlin (1871-1934), Irish nationalist aoditician. After the 1906 general election
Devlin sat for West Belfast, which he regained frtine Unionists by sixteen votes. He
became a distinguished parliamentarian, thouglodsés$ oratorical performances continued to
be on the public platform. He came to parliamentagminence after 1910, when home rule
dominated politics.

Sir Walter Hume Long (1854-1924), Unionist MR fbe Strand division, January 1910—
December 1918. Sir Edward Henry Carson (1854—193&ipnist MP for Dublin University,
1892-1918, leader of the Irish Unionist Party, 29910
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Rufus Isaacs had been appointed Lord Chiefcgusti October 1913. Sir Robert Donald
(1860—-1933) had accepted the position of editdheDaily Chroniclein January 1904. The
new editor invigorated the newspaper; its circolatiose and its influence increased. From
1906 he also edited LloydSunday Newsln 1911 he was appointed managing director of
United Newspapers. Made a fellow of the Instituteaurnalists in 1909, his distinction and
status in his profession were acknowledged in 1818is unanimous election as president.

Sir Alfred Moritz Mond (1868-1930), Liberal MBrfSwansea District, January 1910-1918.
Sir Charles Philips Trevelyan (1870-1958), pankntary under-secretary at the Board of
Education, April 1908 until he resigned from thevgoment in early August 1914. By this
action he found himself estranged from most of faiwily, condemned and vilified by a
hysterical press, and rejected by his constitueamsociation. William Lygon, seventh Earl
Beauchamp (1872-1938). Asquith brought him into ¢abinet as Lord President of the
Council (21 June 1910 to 7 November 1910) and Elmhmissioner of Works (8 November
1910 to 6 August 1914). As a radical, Beauchamp Wwesy strong’ against high naval
expenditure, and he tendered his resignation omgust 1914, the day before the declaration
of war. He was reconciled by the German invasioBe&fium, and on 5 August resumed the
Lord Presidency, which he retained until the cabireonstruction on 26 May 1915. Sir John
Allsebrook Simon, first Viscount Simon (1873-1958hlicitor-General, 1910-13, Attorney-
General (with a seat in the Cabinet), 1913-15.

Llewelyn William's long expected appointment Becorder of Cardiff is noted in the
Carmarthen Journall2 March 1915 andlhe Welshmagrl2 March 1915.

The texts of Williams's speeches are availablBadrliamentary Debatess” Series, Vol. 73,
cols. 117-22, on the second reading of the NatiBegjistration Bill, 5 July 1915, aridid.,
cols. 2412-16, during the debate on Compulsorytaifi Service, 29 July 1915. In July a
National Registration Act was passed and immediatdwed (and feared) as the first
tangible step towards conscription. By this tinmduntary enlistment had fallen off rapidly.
The key figure in the compulsory enlistment campaigs Lord Kitchener whose menacing
face and pointing finger on literally thousandspokters put up across the land had appealed
to Britons to do their duty — “Your country needsuy Before the end of July, with the House
of Commons about to rise for the summer recesst digckbench Liberal MPs, among them
Sir Alfred Mond and Sir Alfred Dalziel, issued aHip’ to their parliamentary colleagues
urging them to endorse national service. See thertén theCambria Daily Leader28 July
1915. The mood of the times was reflected in thidogdl columns of the highly patriotic
Carmarthen Journal By June it was referring to ‘the passionate negethere is that personal
sacrifice should be offered by every one’. Tharfation of the new coalition government the
previous month and the ‘burning words’ of Lloyd @g® in his dynamic new role had led to
‘the dawn of truth’ — ‘Every worker who can work stuvork for the war; it is a sacred duty
that he should see to it that he finds some meam®mdributing some form of usefulness
which will help in winning the war; he must not remtil he finds it’. Carmarthen Journal

18 June 1915).

Annie Kenny (variously Kenney) (1879-1953), membf the Independent Labour Party. She
joined the Women’s Social and Political Union in0%9 As Annie Kenney was one of the
organization’s few working class members, whenWPU decided to open a branch in the
East End of London, she was asked to leave thewhilre she was employed and become a
full-time worker for the organisation. Annie joiné8lylvia Pankhurst in London and they
gradually began to persuade working-class womgaitothe WSPU. In 1913 Annie Kenney
was sentenced to eighteen months in prison, aeddiker suffragettes she went on hunger
and thirst strike. Released under the provisionshef Cat and Mouse Act, she went into
hiding until she was caught once again and retutngulison. The outbreak of the First World
War in 1914 ended Kenney's militant campaign foe trote. For the next four years she
helped organize an Anti-Bolshevist campaign agastgtes.

Alfred Charles William Harmsworth, Viscount Nactiffe (1865-1922), journalist and
newspaper proprietor. When the European crisis ebiiokAugust 1914 Northcliffe did not
want to send an army to Europe. But he quicklywhhémself heart and soul into the allied
cause, claiming that tHeaily Mail was the paper that foretold the war. Above allekposed
the ‘shells scandal’ in April 1915 when he allegadd with good cause, that the want of
sufficient high explosive shells was ‘fatal’ to tBeitish offensive at Festubert. On 21 May the
Daily Mail printed the headline ‘The Tragedy of the Shellsrd_Kitchener's grave error’.
This had the unexpected result of causing a dpaity Mail sales, with Northcliffe described
as the ally of the Hun; but it also contributed tte crisis which ended with Asquith
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reconstructing his government and taking the Umsiondpposition into the cabinet.
Northcliffe’s reputation rested on the assumptiaait the could, and did, wield power; and this
was enhanced by the political manoeuvres of Decenit®d 6, which ended with the
replacement of Asquith as Prime Minister by Lloyeéd&ge. The role of the press is still
disputed, but there is no doubt that at the timetidtiffe was given the credit. Probably Sir
John Murray (1851-1928), publisher.

Sir John Morris-Jones (1864-1929), prominent siWetcholar, poet, literary critic and
eisteddfodwr, Professor of Welsh Language and &titee at the University College of North
Wales, Bangor from 1895, previously lecturer in gtethere since January 1889.

Max Muspratt (1872—-1934), Liberal MP for the Bange division of Liverpool from January
1910 until he was defeated there in the Decembéof Igeneral election. Unsuccessfully
contested the Bootle division in the March 1911elsction. Appointed chairman of the
United Alkali Company in 1914.

Sir George Allardice Riddell, Baron Riddell (B34.934), newspaper proprietor. Lloyd
George and Riddell were close friends for fully miye years. Both men acknowledged,
though no bargain was ever struck, the mutual adgenin working together. Riddell made
himself indispensable to Lloyd George. He kept il informed of all press gossip; he
provided hospitality, holidays, a car, a house, flee tenancy of two country mansions, a
golfing partner, and not least, constant, shrewgpstt in his newspapefhe News of the
World. Lloyd George availed himself of his friend's comsnate skills as a negotiator. In
1912 Riddell drafted the memorandum that settlednimers' strike and was the basis for the
Miners' Minimum Wage Act. During the First World WaRiddell liaised between
government and press, frequently chairing the poesemittee. In 1909 Herbert Asquith,
advised that the support of tiNews of the Worldvas a valuable asset to the Liberals, gave
Riddell the knighthood he had been seeking.

Henry William Massingham (1860-1924), journalist March 1907 Massingham was
appointed editor ofhe Nation a Liberal weekly which replacethe SpeakeBefore the First
World War he constantly challenged the Liberal Ingdest-inspired foreign policy pursued
by Edward Grey, while in domestic politics he adisexd and popularized the new Liberals'
programme of radical social and financial reformsring the war he made certain that his
paper was a primary forum for the discussion amption of radical ideas and particularly
designs to prevent future wars.

W. Llewelyn Williams’s speech on Compulsory idaal Service is available in
Parliamentary Debatess" Series, Vol. 74, cols. 212—22 (16 September 1938 also the
reference to it imThe Times17 September 1915, 10, col. e. J. H. Thomagssqtating speech
is printed inParliamentary Debatess" Series, Vol. 74, cols. 201-08 (16 September 1915).
James Henry Thomas (1874-1949) was the Labour MPdoby since January 1910. John
Dillon’s speech the previous dayilid., cols. 98-108 (15 September 1915).
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