
 

 

Quiz: Creating a manuscript in the Middle Ages 
 

1. Manuscripts are ___________ 
 
 

2. The pages of a manuscript were created from 
what material?  

 
3. Monks used ___________ to write.  

 
 

4. What was used to create ink?  
  

a) written by hand. 
b) typed on a computer. 

 
 

a) Paper 
b) Animal skin 

 
 

a) birds’ feathers 
b) a pencil 

 
 

c) Oak apples 
d) Water and coffee 

 



 

 

Fill in the gaps: Creating a manuscript in the Middles Ages 
 

 

sand   stretched  animal skin scraped      

parchment  bird feathers    quills       nib 

 
 
Most books today include pages of white paper, but something much stronger was used to create 

pages in the Middle Ages… ______________. The name given to this is __________. Creating a 

parchment from animal skin was a long and arduous process. The skin would be washed, scrubbed 

and _________ until it was completely clean, and then it was __________ time after time until 

the parchment’s surface was smooth, level and nearly white.  

To write on the parchment, the monks used quills made from large ____________ such as geese, 

turkeys and swans. Producing good ___________ was a specialised craft that took a lot of talent. 

Initially, the feather was left to stand in hot ___________ to harden the shaft. Then a sharp knife 

was used to whittle a curve in the stem, and cut a square across the tip to form a _______.  Finally, 

the sharpest knife was used to split the nib.  



 

 

Calligraphy 
Calligraphy is the art of writing beautifully. 
Monks usually used their artistic skills to turn 
ordinary letters into works of art. 

These beautiful letters can be seen in 
manuscripts from the Middle Ages. 

Starting a new chapter or particular section of the 
manuscript usually means that the first letter is 
coloured. The style varies for every manuscript. 

 

                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The letter 'B' is coloured gold, red or 
blue. Flowers extend from the side. 

The letter ‘P’ marks a new section of 
this manuscript. The style of this 
calligraphy is simpler.   

The Laws of Hywel Dda (National Library of Wales) The De Grey Book of Hours (National Library of 
Wales) 



 

 

The Alphabet 
Copy these letters which are originally from the Black Book of Carmarthen manuscript. 

  



 

 

Calligraphy - Drop cap 
 
Original pattern from the De Grey Book of Hours manuscript, National Library of Wales.  
 

 
 
Have a go at creating your own pattern within the letter ‘D’. Think of original patterns to put in the 
space.  
 

 

 


