


Annual Review 2019 – 20202



Annual Review 2019 – 2020 3

‘Wales is particularly rich in culture and heritage, and if local 
communities can make better use of these resources, they 
can be a vehicle to help individuals achieve better, reduce 
poverty and foster pride in communities. The foundations 
are there. What is needed is a common goal and a clear 
framework to enable people to work creatively.’
                                                                                    
Kay Andrews: report on Culture and Poverty 2014

The Library firmly believes that participation 
in the arts, culture and heritage brings huge 
health, educational and social benefits to all 
by boosting skills, confidence, self-esteem and 
aspiration. Equally important is the principle 
that culture should be accessible to all as part 
of social justice: participation in culture and 
heritage should not be restricted just to certain 
communities, or to better-off ones.

The Library is keener than ever to enable those 
who may otherwise have difficulty doing so to 
benefit from the cultural richness of our national 
collections, and the services we provide. We 
want our ever-evolving ancient culture, much 
of which is held at the National Library, in all 
its distinctiveness and diversity, to be easily 
accessible to all our citizens. And we hope that in 
2019-20 we have succeeded in doing that to a 
large degree.

We are indebted to Linda Tomos for her excellent 
service as Chief Executive and Librarian between 
2015-19 and to Rhodri Glyn Thomas who stood 
down as President in 2019. It was a privilege to 
be able to welcome Meri Huws to the Library as 
interim President and Chair of the Board. The 
Board members - the Trustees of the Library - 
have been extremely supportive of me and my 
Executive Team and staff during the year, for 
which I am most grateful.

The Library was the subject of a Welsh 
Government Tailored Review between 
September 2019 and February 2020, the first 
such review commissioned by the Government. 
We are eagerly awaiting the publication of the 
report.

The Library’s difficult financial situation was of 
great concern to the Trustees and has been the 
subject of regular correspondence between us 
and the Welsh Government. The implementation 
of detrimental measures to reduce our revenue 
expenditure in 2020-21 will be unavoidable if our 
annual funding from the Welsh Government is 
not increased.

During 2020-21 we will develop a new five-
year vision and strategy that will set out how 
we intend to deliver even better services to the 
people of Wales, by working with our partners 
and by realising the objectives of the Well-being 
of Future Generations Act.

I am grateful to our hard working and loyal staff 
for their excellent work during the year and for 
providing the best possible service to our readers 
and service users.

Pedr ap Llwyd
Chief Executive and Librarian
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Make our culture and heritage accessible for 
everyone to learn, research and enjoy

To ensure that we as public bodies 
in Wales are working towards the 
same end, the Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 2015 sets seven 
well-being goals. The Act is clear that 
public bodies, such as the Library, listed 
in the Act, must work towards achieving 
all the goals separately.

Our vision has been developed within 
the framework of the Act. Our vision 
sets out our commitments in five 
key areas - which link to how we will 
contribute to the Act’s seven well-being 
goals.

The National Library of Wales’s vision during 2019-2020, in accordance with its Strategic Plan, was to:

A globally 
responsible 

Wales
A prosperous 

Wales

A resilient 
Wales

A healthier 
Wales

A more 
equal Wales

A Wales of 
cohesive 

communities

A Wales of 
vibrant culture 

and thriving 
Welsh language

Seven  
Well-being 

Goals
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The Vision’s objectives mapped against the Well-being of Future Generations 
Goals and the extent to which they were achieved during 2019-20.

We have continued our core purpose, to innovate and grow and to ensure that we 
contribute to the life of the nation, based on a long-term commitment to meeting 
the educational and cultural needs of the people of Wales.

We are developing our plans for increasing our presence across Wales and providing 
exhibitions in Haverfordwest; and we have begun the programme which will see the 
establishment of a National Broadcast Archive which will further increase our presence.

We have worked with partners to make Wales’s distinctive and rich culture more 
visible outside Wales and contribute to the success of Wales’s cultural tourism 
activities that will benefit the economy.

We have further developed our Volunteering Strategy and have worked with 
partners and care agencies to ensure that our collections and services benefit 
individuals in need and diverse communities. 

We have also developed a programme of activities related to health and well-being.

We fulfilled our commitments to the Welsh Government’s Culture and Poverty programme.

Making a difference to Wales

Being an excellent custodian 
of our collections

We have continued to collect and preserve the documentary heritage of Wales 
and pioneered new ways of providing wider access to our valuable national 
collections.

Strategies and policies have been developed in consultation with partners to 
manage the collections in the long term, thereby ensuring the well-being of 
future generations.

A prosperous 
Wales

A resilient 
Wales

A healthier 
Wales

A more equal 
Wales

A Wales of 
cohesive 
communities

A Wales 
of vibrant 
culture and 
thriving Welsh 
language

A globally 
responsible 
Wales
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Ensuring long-term access to our collections
Considerable progress has been made in developing the National Digital Library.

The National Digital Preservation Strategy was developed by the Library for use in 
the public sector, and to support the creation of a national forum for the exchange 
of best practice as a co-operative.

Being central to the cultural life of Wales

Achieving long-term resilience

We have further ensured that the unique history, culture and heritage of Wales, 
documented in various forms and media over the years, is always available to 
enable everyone to gain a better understanding of who we are, to explain the 
historical and cultural heritage that has formed us as a nation over the centuries, 
and to stimulate learning and research.

We have reached out to communities to make sure people are aware of the 
services we provide.

The Welsh language has been central to all the Library’s activities and daily life and 
there has been an opportunity to work with the Welsh Government to improve the 
delivery of high-quality bilingual services across the public sector and contribute to 
the Welsh Government’s ambitious objective of having 1 million Welsh speakers by 
2050.

Arrangements have been put in place to develop the Library’s physical presence in 
other parts of Wales as a medium-term strategy.

We will implement a long-term income generation strategy that will increase 
commercial income, grants and donations to allow us to develop as an institution.

We will implement a Workforce Development Plan to retain expertise, improve 
succession planning and develop new skills needed to deliver our strategic 
priorities and specific projects.

We will continue to implement our capital works program, committing to 
sustainable ways of lighting and heating our building and ensuring the 
conservation of the building for the future.



Developing 
the National 
Collections

Alaw by Teresa Jenellen



Annual Review 2019 – 2020 9

Establishing the 
National Broadcast 
Archive
2019-20 has been a landmark year 
in developing and adding to the 
national collections.

In April 2019 the National Lottery 
announced that it was to award a 
substantial grant to the Library to 
enable us, in partnership with BBC 
Wales, to establish the National 
Broadcast Archive.

This will be a groundbreaking project 
leading to the establishment of the first 
national broadcast archive of its kind 
in the British Isles. The establishment 

of the National Broadcast Archive will 
allow the Library and its partners to 
provide online digital heritage material 
to communities and individuals 
worldwide. It will also give us a 
powerful vehicle to increase digital 
content online and to help break 

down existing barriers to knowledge 
and culture. We aim to enable those 
who may otherwise have difficulty 
doing so to benefit from the cultural 
richness of our national collections, 
and in particular the National 
Broadcast Archive.

Our rich manuscript collection was enhanced 
even further by a collection of highly important 
manuscripts from Gwysaney Mansion, 
Flintshire. Among the treasures are letters from 
Henry VII and a rare picture of Mary Tudor and 
her husband Philip of Spain.

The collection’s three volumes of historic 
signatures dating from the sixteenth to the 
nineteenth centuries contain letters signed by 
Henry VII, Charles I, Oliver Cromwell and Queen 
Victoria. An ornate Latin document, dated 11 
February 1555, transferring lands in the commote 
of Cwnsillt, Flintshire, issued during the reign 
of Mary Tudor and Philip of Spain, is one of the 

Gwysaney 
Mansion Archive

collection’s notable manuscripts. The collection’s 
three beautiful genealogical rolls date from the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and include 
the genealogy of John Meredith of Trefalun, 
Denbighshire, drawn in 1604, possibly by the 
heraldic artist Randle Holme of Chester.

In addition to the Gwysaney papers, very 
important collections of papers relating to David 
Lloyd George and the artist David Jones were 
purchased. The Library now holds the largest and 
most important archive collection regarding  
David Jones.

Decorated Latin document, dated 11 February [1555],  
from Gwysaney Hall, Flintshire
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David Jones letters to Morgan 
Owen (NLW MS 24139E). 
Purchased with support  
from The Friends of the 

National Libraries. 



Art Collections  
and History  

of Welsh Art
Y Gwahanu  
by Teresa  
Jenellen
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Over the past year a number of important works 
were acquired by the Library. The archive of the 
political cartoonist Mal Humphreys, ‘Mumph’, which 
contains over 3,200 cartoons, was purchased by 
the Library. This collection illustrates nearly every 
political event of note which has taken place in 
Wales since the beginning of the 1990s.

Another archive of national importance which was 
purchased by the Library was the archive of the 
eminent art historian Peter Lord, who has done 
priceless work in the field of Welsh art history. 
This archive contains over 1,500 items, and spans 
the entirety of Peter Lord’s career as an artist and 
art historian from 1970 to 2019. 

The Library received a generous gift of four iconic 
works of art from BBC Wales. Amongst these was 
a portrait of Alun Oldfield Davies, past director of 
the Welsh Region for BBC radio, by the prominent 
artist Kyffin Williams, and also the powerful work 
‘Kind of Singing’ by the notable Aberdare-based 
artist Nicholas Evans. 

70 works of art by the Pontarddulais-born artist 
Vera Bassett were also recently generously donated 
to the Library. Without doubt this is an artist who 
deserves greater recognition within Welsh art 
history, so the inclusion of these works within the 
Library’s collections will give researchers a valuable 
insight into her and her work. 

Five portraits depicting characters from the 
Mabinogion tales by the Machynlleth-based artist 
Teresa Jenellen were purchased by the Library. 
This artist is rapidly gaining recognition within the 
Welsh art scene, and the Library believes strongly 
in supporting Welsh contemporary artists at the 
beginning of their careers. 

During June 2019 a further contemporary 
collection that came to the Library was the 
portraits of Gareth Bale, Chris Coleman 
and Ashley Williams by Owain Fôn 
Williams.

Olwen by Teresa Jenellen

Gareth Bale, Chris Coleman and Ashley Williams by Owain Fôn Williams

©
Teresa Jenellen
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We were glad to have purchased one of 
the two original versions of the famous 
watercolour Salem by Sydney Curnow 
Vosper. Vosper was a Plymouth artist 
who was drawn to Brittany and to Wales 
after marrying a Merthyr Tydfil girl. He 
painted the first version of Salem in 1907 
and exhibited it at the Royal Academy 
in 1908. Here the picture caught the 
attention of William Hesketh Lever, 
who had made a fortune by making and 
selling soap: his most famous brand 
was ‘Sunlight’ and the location of his 
factory was Port Sunlight, not far from 
Birkenhead in the Wirral. When he 

bought the picture he used it to market 
his product by reproducing it in exchange 
for vouchers distributed to buyers with 
his soap, which is how Salem came to 
hang on our grandparents’ walls.

We are very fortunate to have protected 
Salem and prevented it from leaving 
the land of Wales. We are indebted to 
Geoffrey Willmot Powell, a dear friend of 
the Library from Market Drayton, for his 
very generous bequest which enabled us 
to purchase the painting. Without friends 
like Geoff it would be difficult for us to 
buy this kind of treasure for the nation.

Salem

Annual Review 2019 – 202012
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Karel Lek RA
Sadly this year one of Wales’s most 
prominent artists passed away. Karel 
Lek from Beaumaris, a warm and 
dear friend of the Library, was born in 
Antwerp, Belgium in 1929. He came 
as a refugee to north Wales in 1940 
and made Wales his home. Before 
his death he kindly donated a large 
number of his works to the Library, 

and the Library also purchased several 
of his volumes of drawings. Human 
nature in all its diversity was the main 
subject of his work, and the importance 
of celebrating the civility of humanity. 
Needless to say, his experiences as 
a war refugee had a great impact on 
him as an artist. We will miss him very 
much.

Unveiling the portrait 
of Elin Jones
As part of our mission to ensure that our national 
collections for future generations include records and 
information on the significant contribution of women to the 
life of 21st century Wales, we succeeded in acquiring an 
oil painting of Elin Jones, Llywydd of the Senedd, by artist 
David Griffiths. Elin’s contribution to Welsh public life since 
her election in 1999 has been remarkable and her support 
for the Library has been considerable over the years.



Exhibitions  
and Loans
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One of the early highlights of the year was an exhibition and a 
variety of activities to celebrate the life and work of Humphrey 
Llwyd (1527-1568).  Inventor of Britain: The Life and Legacy of 
Humphrey Llwyd showcased Llwyd’s most important works, 
highlighting his many achievements and explaining their 
significance today. This exhibition was held in partnership with the 
Arts and Humanities Research Council-funded Inventor of Britain: 
The Complete Works of Humphrey Llwyd project. A number of events 
were organised to accompany the exhibition, including the 2019 
Wales Map Symposium with the Royal Commission on the Ancient 
and Historical Monuments of Wales, and a series of workshops for 
schools by the Library’s Education Service.

Inventor of Britain: The Life and 
Legacy of Humphrey Llwyd
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The Literary World of Paul Peter Piech
In February 2020 The Literary World of Paul Peter Piech exhibition opened to 
mark the centenary of the artist’s birth and to celebrate his contribution to 
visual art in Wales. Piech’s works are displayed alongside the linocut print 
blocks he used to create them, and treasures from our collections such 
as materials written by Dylan Thomas and letters from T. S. Eliot to David 
Jones. Library volunteers were also involved in the listing of Paul Peter 
Piech’s linocut collection.

©Paul Peter Piech
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The Library continues to work in partnership with galleries 
across Wales to promote its collections. During the year it has 
lent items for exhibitions and events to several organisations, 
including supporting exhibitions at the Aberystwyth School of  
Art and Aberystwyth Arts Centre within the local area.

In November an important painting by Richard Wilson,  
The Destruction of Niobe’s Children, traveled to the Kunst und 
Kultur für LWL Museum in Germany for the Turner: Horror and 
Delight exhibition.

Another exhibition that ran early in the year was 
Cartographic Imaginaries: Interpreting Literary Atlas. 
This exhibition featured works of art responding to 
twelve English-language novels based in Wales.

In April we launched the Collecting Contemporary 
exhibition in the Library’s Upper Central Hall which 
featured a wide range of work by 20th and 21st 
century Welsh artists, and celebrated new acquisitions 
to our contemporary Welsh art collection.

The Record: Folk, Protest and Pop exhibition that 
ran over the summer and autumn in the Gregynog 

Annex was a colourful and varied celebration of the 
musical tradition in Wales. Using items from the 
Welsh Music Archive and the Library’s Screen and 
Sound Archive, the exhibition explored the musical 
tradition of Wales throughout the centuries, from 
the crwth to the Cyrff.

In July the New World exhibition which followed the 
adventures of some Welsh settlers in the United 
States of America was opened. Highlights of the 
show presented in the Hengwrt room included a 
set of early photographs by Carlton E Watkins, and 
the earliest reference to the Madog legend.

Exhibiting the Collections

100 Kyffin Williams prints and 
facsimile maps from the collection 
were displayed in the corridors 
of Senedd Members at Tŷ Hywel, 
Cardiff. One of the highlights of 
the year was the display of the 
Boston manuscript facsimile to 
mark the first meeting of the 
Supreme Court in Wales.



Engaging and 
Enthusing
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Masterpieces in Schools
In September 2019 pupils from the Cysgod y Foel Schools in 
Gwynedd took part in a Masterpieces in Schools event led by 
the Library’s Education Service. As part of the project, which 
was a partnership between the National Library and Art UK, the 
exhibition team took the Tryweryn Memorial sculpture by John 
Meirion Morris to Ysgol Bro Tryweryn and Ysgol Ffridd y Llyn for 
display to all pupils.

Older pupils from both schools came together for an art 
workshop run by Iola Edwards, daughter of John Meirion Morris. 
The event was organised with the Gwynedd Fusion Partnership 
and the work was part of the Library’s contribution to the Welsh 
Government’s Fusion programme.

Working with  
children and  

young people
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Working across Wales
 
Projects such as Masterpieces in Schools and 
events such as Takeover Day are part of a 
programme of activities led by the National 
Library Education Service to provide access 
to information for children and young people. 
During the year the Education Service delivered 
130 sessions in the Library and across Wales to 
nearly 4,000 children, young people, students 
and lifelong learners.

Kids in Museums Takeover Day
Pupils at Ysgol Gynradd Pen Rhos, Llanelli, took over the Library 
in November 2019 as part of Kids in Museums Takeover Day. The 
pupils worked in the Library shop, served the public in the Reading 
Room, worked on security, carried out digitisation, prepared 
exhibitions, and did conservation work. The event was organised 
with the Carmarthenshire Fusion Partnership and was another part 
of the Library’s contribution to the Welsh Government’s Fusion 
programme.
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The Library is very fortunate in its volunteers 
and in 2019-20 a total of 105 enthusiastic and 
hard-working volunteers came to the Library 
to complete over 9,000 hours of service. The 
volunteers worked on a wide range of collections 
and services including the interpretation of the 
Mumph cartoons purchased by the Library during 
the year, collecting material on Brexit produced 
by some Welsh organisations and completing 
various archive-related tasks associated with 
the Library’s extensive and valuable sound and 
moving images collections.

There was also a focus on developing new tasks 
and providing volunteers with the opportunity to 
develop new skills. These included researching 

The Volunteering  
Programme

maps in pre-1920 print books, cross-referencing 
Ordnance Survey SIM cards to identify duplicates 
and adding new cards, transcribing Bibliography 
cards for Periodicals, and miscellaneous tasks 
to support the People’s Collection Wales 
programme and Wikipedia.

It was also a pleasure to mark the progress 
made in tagging Gwilym Livingstone Evans’s 
photographs on the crowdsourcing platform, and 
an exhibition of his photographs was on display 
at the Antur ‘Stiniog shop over the summer. 
Through a partnership with Gwynedd Council, an 
intergenerational project ran weekly at Blaenau 
Library, and young people helped older people 
to input information about Gwilym Livingstone 
Evans’s photographs.

The Library’s new crowdsourcing platform means 
we can benefit from volunteers remotely. It 
is no longer necessary to travel to the Library 
to volunteer. More than 650 people are now 
registered as remote volunteers: they have 
carried out invaluable tasks including transcribing 
a number of Sir Kyffin Williams’s diaries with the 
aim of eventually making it possible to access 
these important journals digitally.

The Library is indebted to these individuals 
for giving their time free of charge and adding 
significant value to the work carried out by our 
paid staff.



Living Memory Project

The Living Memory project aims to realise the potential 
of the National Library of Wales’s visual and graphical 
collections to unlock memories and facilitate memory 
therapy with older people and those living with dementia.

The project was piloted with Hywel Dda Health Board and, 
following an online consultation for staff in the health and 
social care sector, it was decided to extend Living Memory 
into a national scheme. The first phase has been to run 
workshops for staff in the sector on how to find suitable 
resources online. Since then, the Library has prepared, 
produced and distributed packs of archive photographs 
and films for use by care homes and health organisations, 
voluntary groups and libraries throughout Wales. The 
photographs were distributed in hard copy, and the films 
and photographs were also presented in downloadable 
USB, DVD and ebook format.

Staff from the Volunteering Unit also visited care homes 
to encourage the use of the Living Memory resources and 
to record how people responded to them, and films were 
produced from these recordings. More than 200 Living 
Memory resource packs were distributed throughout 
Wales, including 25 packs to Carmarthenshire Fusion 
areas.  A Film and Memory Therapy session was delivered 
at the Conwy National Eisteddfod in partnership with 
BAFTA Cymru, and a member of the Welsh Language 
Commissioner’s office came to open the session.



The First Minister with pupils from 
St. Padarn’s Catholic Primary School

Events and  
Activities
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First Minister’s 
Visit
First Minister Mark Drakeford visited the 
Library at the end of February 2020 to mark 
World Book Day and to launch the Share a 
Million Stories campaign. As part of the visit he 
read a story from the Mabinogion to the pupils 
of St. Padarn’s Catholic Primary School, and 
answered questions as part of a question and 
answer session with the pupils.

From ‘Steddfod to 
‘Steddfod.
A full year of activities took place at the Library 
and across Wales. The focus of the Library’s stand 
at the 2019 Urdd Eisteddfod was an escape room, 
Llyfr-GELL, which included puzzles based on the 
Library’s collections to guide candidates to unlock 
a series of doors. The National Library had its own 
stand at the National Eisteddfod in Conwy for the 
first time in many years and the programme of 
events included cartoon sessions with Mumph 
and ballad rapping with Mr. Phormula.
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Carto-Cymru – the Wales 
Map Symposium

As a fitting end to our year celebrating the 
famous Welsh Cartographer Humphrey Llwyd, 
Carto-Cymru – the Wales Map Symposium 
2019 focused on the life and work of this 
remarkable Renaissance man. The first Impact 
Workshop with students from Aberystwyth 
University was held exploring the impact of 
cultural heritage using the impact assessment 
framework developed by the Europeana 
Foundation. More than 100 people visited 
the Library as part of Gŵyl Ar Lafar, a Welsh 
language festival for learners delivered in 
partnership with the National Centre for 
Learning Welsh, and a talk was also held at the 
Library to celebrate the centenary of the iconic 
artist of the Mabinogi tales, Margaret Jones. 
Margaret Jones and her family were present for 
this special event.
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History of Medicine in Wales Conference,  
22 November 2019

A one-day conference of the ‘History of 
Medicine in Wales before the National Health 
Service’ project was held at the Library in 
November. Eight external speakers came to 
address the conference on subjects such as 
asylums and fasting, hygienic conditions in 
the countryside, dangers of the coal industry, 
eliminating tuberculosis and the use of healing 
charms. This was also an opportunity to view 
the online medical collection for the first time 
in interactive presentations, and a select 
exhibition of items from the medical collection 
of printed material in the Summers room. As 
well as slides of medical advertisements there 
was an opportunity to hear a recording of the 
voice of David Davies, Llandinam, discussing 
tuberculosis in Wales and the work of the 
‘Welsh National Memorial Association’.

Speakers and attendees, including Chris Hassan 
of the Wellcome Trust, praised the conference 
and the facilities.  Many emails of thanks were 
received as well as offers to donate medical 
items to the Library. Arrangements are under 
way to receive the medical papers of Dr John 
Glyn Penrhyn Jones and material of the late 
Dr Ken Williams, Ynys Môn. The History of 
Medicine Society of Wales also intends to 
hold its annual conference at the Library in the 
Summer of 2021.

The project has received praise from the Future 
Generations Commissioner as an example 
of trying ‘to improve Welsh-medium health 
related information.’



Addition to the  
Rt. Hon. Ann Clwyd 
MP Papers

A substantial addition to the Ann Clwyd 
Papers was collected from Parliament 
shortly before the UK General Election 

in December 2019. The addition 
includes papers related to international 
development, foreign affairs, arms sales, 
Iraq, child labour and health. Due to its 
sensitive nature, much of this material is 
not available to readers at present, but 
we are working with partners to secure 
funding to fully assess and catalogue this 
important collection.  

The Welsh 
Political 
Archive

The film Mr Jones, based on the story of Gareth 
Vaughan Jones exposing the extent of the Holodomor 
in Ukraine, was shown in the Drwm in February. The 
diaries, which Gareth kept during his trip to the Soviet 
Union, are kept at the Library along with the rest 
of his archive. Several members of his family were 

present at the showing, and Philip Colley and Naomi 
Field presented copies of More than a Grain of Truth 
and Tell Them We are Starving to the Library. A small 
exhibition, including drafts of articles, correspondence 
and photographs, was held in the Summers Room to 
coincide with the event.

Film Screening of Mr Jones (2019)

2019 Welsh 
Political Archive 
Annual Lecture

The 2019 Annual Lecture was 
delivered by Jane Hutt, Labour 
MS for the Vale of Glamorgan 
and Labour Chief Whip in 
the Senedd. An inspiring and 
informative lecture was given.  
She has held some of the 
Welsh Government’s main 
roles and gave an insight into 
the twists and turns of her 
career and family history in 
Kenya.
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A network to create a Global 
Register of Digitised Texts

The Library was a partner in a collaborative project 
with Glasgow University, The Hathi Trust in the 
United States, The National Library of Scotland, the 
British Library and Research Libraries UK to explore 
the feasibility of establishing a global register 
of digitised texts. The register would combine 

information about the print works that have been 
digitised across these organisations, with the aim of 
expanding on a global scale. The year-long project 
was funded by the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council and the organisations involved are now 
discussing the next steps in this venture.

WiciLlên
The Library worked in partnership 
with Menter Iaith Môn on the WiciLlên 
project to share information about 
Welsh literature on Wikimedia. 
There were two main strands to the 
project, which was funded by Welsh 
Government’s Welsh Language Unit. 
First the National Library began to 
share a dataset of all books of Welsh 
interest published in Wales. This 
dataset contains information about 
nearly half a million books and the 
first 50,000 of those records were 
enriched and shared as linked open 
data on Wikidata as part of the 
project. The second strand of the 
project focused on improving content 
in the Welsh Wikipedia. The Library 
delivered a Hacathon Hanes event 
and a series of Wikipedia editathons, 
whilst Menter Môn’s Wikipedian 
in Residence delivered events for 
schoolchildren of different ages. The 
project led to the creation of over 
500 new Wikipedia articles by 51 
contributors, more than 70,000 new 
Wikidata items about Welsh books, 
and twelve events.
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The Unlocking Our Sound Heritage (UOSH) 
project is funded by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and led by the British Library. The 
aim of the project is to digitally preserve rare 
and unique sound recordings from across the 
UK. Ten Network Audio Preservation Centres 
have been established to deal with the threat 
facing sound recordings. 

The National Library of Wales is one of the 
Centres that will digitise 5,000 sound recordings 
from Wales, catalogue up to 15,000 recordings, 
clear rights for over 500 items and use them in 
learning and engagement activities.

The Library welcomed ten students from the MA 
Archive Administration and MSc Digital Curation 
courses at Aberystwyth University’s Department 
of Information Studies to work on one of our 
sound collections for a period of 14 weeks. The 
students gained experience in running a project, 
digitising sound items, cataloguing, assessing 
rights clearance and creating a digital exhibition. 
Their work can be seen on the People’s 
Collection Wales website.

Unlocking  
Our Sound 

Heritage

BFI Heritage 2022  
– Logistics Testing
Together with all our UK partner 
audiovisual archives, the Screen and Sound 
Archive prepared, barcoded, packed and 
shipped some 5,000 videotapes from the 
collection to our appointed framework 
supplier (digitisation company) in October, 
for the Logistics Testing phase of the UK-
wide video preservation programme led by 
the British Film Institute.  



The Library as 
an Employer



Welsh in the Workplace Award 2019
At the Lifelong Learning - Learn Welsh Ceredigion, Powys and Carmarthenshire 
awards ceremony held at Aberystwyth University, the Library won the award 
for Learn Welsh - Welsh in the Workplace (Employer). The award was given to 
the employer that has done the most to encourage and support its workforce to 
learn and use Welsh in the workplace. The Library has provided weekly intensive 
lessons for 16 members of staff during the past three years. A number of those 
learners have sat exams at different levels. The lessons have led to an increase 
in learner confidence and have enabled them to converse and carry out several 
other tasks in Welsh. The Library has also supported staff members to attend 
residential courses to develop their written skills and has provided intensive 
training to enhance the Welsh skills of both speakers and learners.

The Library won the Employer of 
the Year award at the Portal 2020 
Awards. 

We received the award for 
investing in our staff by supporting 
a number of middle managers 
to complete the Institute of 

Leadership and Management 
qualification during working 
hours. Portal is a leading training 
organisation in Wales providing 
dynamic and innovative training, 
supporting organisations to 
develop workforce leadership and 
management capability.
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Our Sincere 
Thanks

We wish to thank Welsh Government and all those who have 
supported us financially and given their time and skills voluntarily 
during 2019-20. Such generous support ensures that the National 
Library of Wales continues to grow and achieve its potential as a major 
cultural institution in Wales.

Increasingly, we need to identify sustainable long-term funding 
sources in order to ensure that the Library remains relevant to the 
life of the nation and that important information is available to future 
generations. Together we can continue the tradition of contributing 
to and supporting culture and ensuring that the nation’s memory is 
secured for the future.

We extend our special thanks to those individuals who have 
contributed generously during the year to the following campaigns  
and schemes:

The Collections Fund and the Mumph Cartoon Fund

We also thank:

Corporate Members
Castell Howell Foods Ltd

Organisations
Friends of the National Libraries

The Friends of the National Library of Wales
The Chair, the Reverend Canon Enid Morgan, and her fellow members

Gifts given in Memory
Cronfa Goffa Meilir Llwyd

We are grateful to have received contributions from the estates  
of the following benefactors:

Allan Barry Perry
Gareth Lynn Reynolds
G W Powell
Pauline Mary Matthews
Rosalind Ann Melville
Dr William Hubert Evans
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