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Education Service 

On 12 September, pupils from Cysgod y Foel Schools Federation, Gwynedd, took part in an 
event led by the Education Service as part of Art UK’s Class Art initiative. The Library’s 
exhibitions team took the Tryweryn Memorial sculpture by John Meirion Morris to Ysgol Bro 
Tryweryn and Ysgol Ffridd y Llyn – schools in the area which saw the drowning of the village 
of Capel Celyn in the 1960s  - to display to the entire school. 

Older pupils from both schools then came together for a workshop led by Iola Edwards, the 
sculptor John Meirion Morris’ daughter. The work was part of the Library’s contribution to 
the Welsh Government Fusion programme. 

 

 

 

 



Class Art, 2019 

During Quarter 2 the Library’s Education Service delivered 52 sessions to 1,426 participants. 
12 of these, which involved 434 participants, were delivered as part of outreach work with 
the Carmarthenshire and Gwynedd Fusion Partnerships. 

 

Promotion and Marketing 

Between July and September, a total of 16 events were delivered to 857 people as part of 
the Library's official events programme. These included lectures, conferences and guided 
tours, activities at The Riverside Library in Haverfordwest, and activities for families, children 
and young people. 

A team of staff led by the Promotion and Marketing Unit worked with a design company to 
develop a new look and feel for our print publications. Among them is the Library's events 
programme which is available online , where tickets to events can also be purchased. 

 

 

 
 
A new look and feel across all of the Library’s publications 

There has been a further increase in the number of people subscribing to our electronic 
newsletter since the introduction of a new format and schedule for these. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://library.wales/whatson/


Exhibitions and Loans 

The A New World exhibition, which opened in July, follows the adventures of Welsh men 
and women who settled in the United States of America.  Highlights of the show include a 
set of early photographs taken by Carlton E Watkins, and the first ever reference to the 
Madog legend. 

100 Kyffin prints and map facsimiles from the collection are currently on display in the 
Assembly Members corridors at Tŷ Hywel in Cardiff.  In July a facsimile of the Boston 
manuscript was exhibited to mark the inaugural sitting of the Supreme Court in Wales. 

 

 
Dr Sara Elin Roberts, Huw Williams, Manon Antoniazzi, Y Llywydd and Lady Hale discuss the Boston 
manuscript. 

 

Our partnership touring exhibition Wales and the Sea visited a further three CADW locations 
during the summer. The loans programme continues, with items being lent to the National 
Trust in Tredegar. 

The Treasures exhibition in Haverfordwest has been popular and received 5,280 visitors 
between July and September. These visitors had an opportunity to view four iconic items 
from our rare books and manuscripts collections which were displayed one by one as part of 
the exhibition. 

 

 

 



 

Conwy National Eisteddfod 

The National Library had its own stand for the first time in many years at this year’s National 
Eisteddfod in Conwy. A special exhibition was displayed on the stand which used the 
Library's collections to celebrate the vibrant historical and cultural heritage of the town of 
Llanrwst and the surrounding area. The exhibition also included information on how to use 
the Library's physical and virtual collections to find out more about Wales, England, Llanrwst 
and the world! 

A successful launch with the Minister took place on the first Saturday of the Eisteddfod, and 
the Promotion and Marketing Unit presented a varied and exciting programme of events on 
our stand, and across the maes, which included cartoon workshops with Mumph, ballad 
rapping with Mr. Phormula, clog dancing, live singing, lectures, and presentations. 

 

Events on The National Library stand at the Conwy National Eisteddfod 



Volunteering 

59 volunteers came to the Library on a weekly basis between July and September 2019 and 
completed 2,428 hours of volunteering. Three of our volunteers are part of the Go Wales 
scheme for students facing barriers to the workplace, and 624 virtual volunteers are now 
registered on our crowdsourcing platform. 

A new task has been introduced to search newspapers for Mumph cartoons, recording the 
date of printing and the context of the story, and work continues to record articles and 
papers by Welsh organisations, and articles in the media, relating to Brexit and Wales. 

Staff from the Volunteering Unit visited care homes to present Living Memory resources and 
produced a film of the responses. The unit has distributed 208 Living Memory resource 
packs throughout Wales, including 25 packs to the Carmarthenshire Fusion areas. A Film and 
Memory Therapy session was delivered at the National Eisteddfod in partnership with 
BAFTA Cymru, and a member from the Welsh Language Commissioner’s office came to open 
the session. 

An open day was organised at Blaenau Ffestiniog Library to celebrate the progress of 
interpreting Gwilym Livingstone Evans photographs on the crowdsourcing platform, and an 
exhibition of Gwilym Livingstone Evans photographs was on display at the Antur 'Stiniog 
shop over the summer. Through a partnership with Gwynedd Council a group now meets at 
Blaenau Library on a weekly basis, and young people assist older people to input 
information about Gwilym Livingstone Evans photographs. 

 

Volunteers contribute to the crowd sourcing platform, Blaenau Ffestiniog 



Skills For The Future 

The Library is part of a programme led by Creative & Cultural Skills and the Welsh 
Government to support young people to develop workplace skills in the heritage sector, 
through the HLF Skills for the Future grant. The second trainee has completed 6 months at 
the Library and has moved on to Ceredigion Museum, and the final trainee for the time 
being will begin at the Library in October 2019 for a period of 6 months.  

Photo Albums 

259 new photographic albums have now been processed, ingested and made available 
through our website. The albums give a unique insight into the life and travels of Welsh 
people around the turn of the twentieth century – including several albums which 
document work undertaken by Welsh engineers in the far east in the early years of the 20th 
Century, and the experiences of Explorers in India.  

‘Repertory of Welsh Manuscripts and Scribes c.800 – c.1800’ 
project  

746 separate folios have now been digitised from 690 different manuscripts for the 
‘Repertory of Welsh Manuscripts and Scribes’ project. Work on processing these images and 
preparing them for publication will take place at the end of the year.   

Income Generation 

The digitisation section has attracted several new clients for artwork reproduction and 
digitisation services during the summer. This work has included the creation of limited 
edition prints for several commercial artists, digitisation of WWII Japanese Prisoner of War 
magazines and the high resolution scanning of two 15th Century charters and seals. 

Gladstone  

Over 2,500 pamphlets from the Gladstone collection have now been processed, ingested 
and made available through the library website. A further 1,000 pamphlets will be 
processed in the coming months.  

Promo videos 

The digitisation section has produced a range of promotional videos and vlogs as part of a 
campaign to create more video content for social media. These include short videos on 
conservation and digitisation activity, Q&A sessions with invited guests and vlogs from 
curators discussing library collections. Many of these videos are already available online, 
with others being released later in coming months.  

 

 



 



Wici-Addysg 

The National Library of Wales is to lead on a new educational pilot project, aimed at 
improving school pupils’ access to Welsh language information on Wikipedia. The 12-month 
pilot project, which is funded by the Welsh Government, will work with Menter Iaith Môn, 
WJEC and subject specialists. Together, they will identify the 100 most important events and 
themes studied for the subject of History in Welsh primary and secondary schools, and 
develop techniques in order to structure relevant information regarding the topics to 
publish on the Welsh Wikipedia. 
 
 

People’s Collection Wales in Japan 
 
Our People’s Collection Wales Field Officer travelled to Japan in August to give 
presentations at the International Conference of Museums (ICOM) 2019, in which 42 sub-
committees explored how our museums, archives and libraries can connect with their 
communities in order to collect, interpret and preserve the cultural heritage of their 
respective countries. He gave two presentations outlining the way in which PCW is a model 
for community-based collecting, highlighting the way in which museums, archives and 
libraries in Wales are an intrinsic part of the PCW community engagement programme. 
Preparations for the PCW presence at ICOM 2019 included forming connections with 
societies or projects with an obvious Welsh connection which are based in Japan, including 
Kansai St. David’s Society in Osaka, and Cymdeithas Cymraeg Siapan and Cymdeithas 
Astudiaethau Cymraeg in Tokyo. 
 

Reading Rooms 
 
It has been a testing time for the Section to maintain a full and worthy service in the reading 
rooms at a time of extensive work taking place outside and inside the building. Despite this, 
the regular level of access to the collections has been maintained in the vicinity of the South 
Reading Room, with the North Reading Room desk currently based in the annex. We are 
grateful to the readers and staff for their patience during this period. 
 

The Royal Welsh Show 
 
The stand at the Royal Welsh Show, 22-25 July, this year again was a great success. There 
were 259 visits/conversations benefitting from the expertise of Collections Access staff. 
 

Family and Local History 
 
The summer months were a busy period at the Family History fairs again this year, with 
visits to events in Carmarthen, Bristol and Merthyr Tydfil.  
 
Presentations were also given at a Medicine in Wales Workshop, two Welsh for Adults 
Courses and a Discovering Old Houses event. 

       



Freshers Fairs 
 
The Collections Access team attended six freshers’ fairs and open days at Aberystwyth and 
Lampeter.  These events are excellent opportunities to promote the Library’s collections and 
services to new students. 
 
 

New Acquisitions 

We have recently received a number of interesting and important archives and manuscripts 

for the collection, including: the autobiographical manuscript of William Owen, of the 

Glansevern family, remembering his time in the Navy and his service in India during the 

1750s and 1760s - we believe that this remarkable item is one of the earliest examples of a 

secular autobiography by a Welshman (Purchase, Sotheby's, 31 July 2019, NLW MS 24132); 

a letter, 17 May [c.1840], from Augusta Ada Lovelace discussing the wonderful educational 

future of a young Welsh musician, probably the harpist John Thomas, Pencerdd Gwalia 

(Purchase, Sotheby's, 31 July 2019, NLW MS 24044D); David Lloyd George (Coalition Liberal 

Organisation) Papers, including papers relating to the Coalition Government and the 

Coalition Liberal Party Organisation (Purchase, August 2019); a number of additions to the 

Welsh Political Archive, including an addition to the Ann Clwyd papers, Welsh Women's Aid 

papers, the Sir Guildhaume Myrddin-Evans papers, a number of additions to the Welsh 

Musical Archive, including the J. Prydderch Williams Papers, an addition to the Daniel Jones 

papers and an addition to the Mansel Thomas manuscripts. 

 

Daniel Huws’ Repertory  
The subscription period for Daniel Huws's A Repertory of Welsh Manuscripts and Scribes 

c.800 - c.1800 is now open. Subscribers will be offered a special price of £270 - a 25% 

discount - between 1 October 2019 and 1 April 2019. The names of those who so wish will 

be included in the List of Subscribers. More details can be found at library.wales/repertory.       

 

The Welsh Music Archive 

The Archive has welcomed a number of musicians to view the music archives, including 

Gwenan Gibbard, Gregg Lynn (Yr Hwntws), Llio Rhydderch, Owen Shiers (Cynefin), Vri, Huw 

M, Georgia Ruth, Arfon Gwilym and Sioned Webb. 

Gwenan Gibbard will be starting her PhD in October. She was the winner of a Doctoral 

Scholarship to study Dr. Meredydd Evans and Phyllis Kinney’s contribution to the field of folk 

music in Wales. This is a joint project between The Welsh Musical Archive, The National 

Library of Wales, School of Music and Media, Bangor University and the Coleg Cymraeg 

Cenedlaethol. He will be working on the part-time PhD for 6 years, working occasionally 

here at NLW with the Merêd and Phyllis archive. 

 

https://www.library.wales/repertory


Unlocking Our Sound Heritage 

Ceri Wyn Jones was appointed DETS artist in residence and worked with the NLW Education 
department to create a series of workshops with year 5 and 6 pupils from Ysgol Brynsaron, 
Llandysul. Ceri listened to various digitised recordings, and chose to focus on old medicines 
and medical superstitions on the basis of hearing the 'Old medicines' recording. 
 
Two workshops were held at the school where pupils discussed the methods and traditions 
mentioned, which have been passed down from generation to generation and how primitive 
they now seem to us following scientific advances. Ceri Wyn used hilarious examples to 
inspire pupils' creativity in a fun way. The pupils then created verses to include some of the 
old remedies but also lighter verses on creating new medicines. 
 
The third workshop was held at NLW where the pupils had an opportunity to see where the 
tapes were stored and see the digitisation process. To emphasise the creative element of 
the project, the pupils had the opportunity to use art to highlight the ideas they had 
imagined for the ingredients of their medicines. 
 
A digital story of the workshops will be created and displayed on the Library website. 
 
 

 

Rhodri Morgan, Education Service Manager, shows the children a tape 

 

 

 



Fellow of the International Institute for the Conservation of 

Historical and Artistic Works 

Jenny Williamson, Paintings Conservator, is being made a Fellow of the International 

Institute. The award recognises outstanding contribution to conservation and professional 

development. 

 

 Jenny  Williamson at work 

Michael Marks award for poetry in the Celtic languages 

As you know since 2017 the Library has been involved in arrangements for a new poetry 

prize funded by the Michael Marks Charitable Trust. The award is for a pamphlet in one of 

the Celtic languages and Robert Lacey has been helping to promote this new initiative this 

summer. The prize was not awarded last year due to the small number of pamphlets 

received but by September this year 9 pamphlets had been submitted and the name of the 

winning poet will be revealed at a ceremony at the British Library in December this year. The 

adjudicator for Welsh-language pamphlets is the poet Dafydd Pritchard. 

AtoM Camp UK and recent developments 

Vicky Phillips of the Systems unit attended the second AtoM Camp conference (a conference 

on the AtoM archival system used by the Library), at the request of Artefactual (the supplier 

of the system). She gave two presentations and also acted as the 'Camp Advisor' who was 

able to offer advice on various aspects of the system - the only adviser who did not work for 

the system supplier. 

Artefactual has since sought members to set up a 'roadmap' user committee to inform the 

development of the new version of the system, AtoM 3. The Library has expressed interest 

and nominated Vicky as its representative, to ensure that the new version meets the 

requirements of the Library and the wider archival community. 

 



 

 2019 Paperless Awards Ceremony 

The 'Paperless Awards' ceremony was set up by the Public Sector in 2017 to encourage 

digital progress, to recognise achievement, and to promote good practice with digital 

transformation within public sector organisations. The Archives and Records Council Wales 

Digital Preservation Group has developed a policy framework, supported by a technical 

infrastructure to ensure access to, and storage of, valid, reliable and secure data, and has 

submitted a request for consideration for an award in recognition of this work. The 

application was successful and the project was shortlisted for the awards in the Data and 

Information Security category. 

 

 

Sally McInnes, Head of Unique Collections and Collection Care, at the awards ceremony 

 

Meeting between ExLibris and the legal deposit libraries at 

the British Library 

5 of the 6 legal deposit libraries are now on one of ExLibris's library management systems 

and on September 19th a meeting was held at The British Library to see if there were 

enough common issues between us that ExLibris could focus on with regard to planning new 

functions. A useful meeting was had with the libraries who felt that the focus should be on 

data sharing and cataloguing and seeing what benefits were possible. 

https://archifau.cymru/2019/07/15/seremoni-gwobrwyo-paperless-awards-2019/


New Library Scheme for Wales 

On the 18th July a workshop on the new CyMAAL funded Welsh Libraries Scheme was held 

at the Government offices in Aberystwyth. Local authority library services representatives 

(mainly members of the Society of Chief Librarians), Jane Hughes and Robert Lacey came 

together to represent the National Digital Library Service. A vision statement was discussed 

on themes that should be included in the plan and also what criteria should be used to 

measure success. Another workshop will take place in November. 

 

 

 

Medicine and Health Workshop 

The second 'History of Medicine in Wales' workshop was held on 18 July at the Library. An 

informative and entertaining afternoon was had. An interesting paper was presented by Dr. 

Steve Thompson, Senior Lecturer in the Department of History and Welsh History, 

Aberystwyth University on the subject of 'Medical Services and the Welsh Language in the 

1800s'. There was also a session on 'History of Medicine in pictures' with Will Troughton, a 

look at major figures of medicine in The Dictionary of Welsh Biography by Morfudd Nia 

Jones and a session on how to use 'Medical E-resources' by Jayne Day. An update was given 

on the work of the project and visits to the Medical Collection and Imaging Unit were 

breathtaking. 

The One Day Conference of the ‘History of Medicine in Wales’ Project will take place on 22 

November, with an exhibition of the medical collection. All tickets have already gone! 

 



LDLMG 

Shân and Vicky attended the LDLMG (Legal Deposit Libraries Metadata Group) meetings at 

the British Library October 29-30. This is a photo of them with representatives and some of 

the BL's staff. SACO and NACO training, ISNI pilot, RDA Beta, FAST developments in 

cataloguing and the Joint Cataloguing Programme were discussed. 

 

 

 

LDIG meeting in London 

At the LDIG meeting on 20 September it was noted that the number of digital items in our 

non-print legal deposit collection now exceeds five million and this success should be 

celebrated. This is the result of years of work and persistence facing and overcoming all 

kinds of challenges. 

 

Improvements to the Library’s websites 

Changes were made across the Library’s main websites in September with the aim of giving 

our users a more consistent experience, raising awareness of our range of digital resources 

and facilitating the task of maintaining and improving our websites. User research was key 

to deciding on the details of these changes. These include alterations to the page template 

(such as links to core web resources in the top right-hand corner) and a tool to facilitate 

searching across the Welsh Newspapers, Welsh Journals and Places of Wales websites. 


