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New Projects on the Horizon and Volunteer’s Success 

Enriching the Dictionary of Welsh Biography Data  
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The Dictionary of Welsh Biography was originally published by the    
Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion in two English-language and three 
Welsh-language volumes covering the whole history of Wales up to 
1970.  An electronic version was launched by The National Library of 
Wales in 2007, it includes all the articles from the print volumes and also 
articles on a number of people who have died since 1970. The Bio-
graphy is now published online only, it is a fully bilingual resource. Rec-
ently a facility to attach images to the articles on the website was added. 
 

The aim of this project is to identify images of individuals that appear in 
the Welsh Biography, and/or images related to those individuals, in order 
to create a comprehensive list of images that can be linked to articles on 
the Biography website.  Volunteers will browse through Excel 
spreadsheets that list NLW digitised images, searching for individuals 
that appear in the Biography. 
 

An opportunity to develop research and web browsing skills.  
 

This volunteer project will enable Library staff to add images to articles in 
the Biography, which will enrich the experience for users of the website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(Start Date: 
March 2017) 



Congratulations ! 
 

One of our longest serving volunteers 
John McMahon has made the jump from 
being a NLW volunteer to a NLW staff 
member.  Initially, John was succesful in 
his application for the temporary role of 
Infill Project Assistant; however, John has 
recently secured a premanent post as a 
member of the Library’s Collections     
Supply and Return Team. 
 

Good luck John! 2 

Coming soon:  

A Crowdsourcing Platform for Wales 

During the next few months The National 
Library of Wales will be embarking on an 
exciting new project to develop a 
crowdsourcing platform for Wales. This  
platform will allow the Library to engage 
with online volunteers across Wales and 
beyond to improve access to a wide variety 
of our most treasured collections.  
 

The NLW volunteers will be heavily involved in helping to test the 
new platform and will be major contributors to the various projects 
that will be made available online.  
 

The first three of the Library's collections to be made 
available on the crowdsourcing platform are: 
 

-The Gwilym Livingstone Evans Photographs (see 
above);  
- The Cardiganshire Great War Tribunal Records;  
- ‘Tours in Wales’, Thomas Pennant. 
 

The Library is grateful to Welsh Government for 
funding this innovative project and in particular to the 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure, 
Ken Skates AM, for his vision and support for the platform. 



Meet a NLW Volunteer   
Here are some interesting facts about Rosemary 
Thomas a former head teacher: 
 

1. Why did you become a volunteer and how long 
have you been volunteering at the Library?   
A friend of mine, Nan Williams was already a Volunteer 
and suggested I might enjoy working on the Aberyst-
wyth Shipping Records. I put my name down as I enjoy 
researching and recording data and I have been      
volunteering for approx. 3 ½ years. 
 

2. What type of volunteering tasks are you involved with? 
I have been involved with the Aberystwyth Shipping Records, compiling a 
data base of the crews. Then I’ve been involved in compiling a database of 
the early readers of the Library and, following on from that, compiling a data 
base of the subscribers that donated money to the Library’s Building Fund. 
 

3. What, in your opinion, are the benefits of volunteering at the Library? 
It enables you to meet other people and contribute to the research of pre-
serving valuable historical data for generations to come as part of the    
wonderful resources in the National Library 
 

4. What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? (Hobbies/interests) 
I enjoy researching my family tree, reading, gardening, travelling to different 
places and socialising with family and friends. 
 

5.Your Favourite time in history?  
One of my favourite times in history is the American Wild West era. Also the 
times of the settlements in Patagonia and the Pilgrim fathers in America – 
very hard times and a struggle to survive.  I’m particularly interested in histo-
ry from a woman’s perspective. 
 

6. Name 3 things that you take if you were on a stranded island? 
- Bear Grylls – no need then to worry about survival! 
- A selection of books; 
- Pen and paper to start writing a novel. 
 

7. An interesting fact about you ...... 
I have flown a ‘Piper Comanche light aircraft’ around the mast at Wenvoe, 
the Vale of Glamorgan. I won a ‘Fixed Wing’ experience with BP Petrol and 
went down to Cardiff Airport. During the flight I was allowed to take off and 
take control of the instruments for a brief time, but I was not allowed to land! 
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Meet a member of the NLW Staff: 
 

What School and University did you attend?  
Pencader Primary School; Llandysul Grammar School; Dyfed Col-
lege School of Art, Carmarthen; St. David’s University, Lampeter. 
 

What is your role at the Library? 
Digital Content Officer, I prepare material for digitization and 
downloaded content on the Digital Gallery. I'm also the Digital 
Content Editor for the Dictionary of Welsh Biography, where I encode and load the 
articles to the site as well as adding  images to articles. 

 

Interests? 
Spend time socializing with friends, traveling to 
interesting places and staying in nice hotels, 
singing, knitting colourful and patterned 
clothes, cake decorating. 
 

Favourite Food?. 
Anything that someone else cooks for me! 
 

An interesting fact about yourself?  
I've spent a week in the back of a van with 
Rhys Ifans …... 
 

Your Favourite time in history?  
I studied textiles as a degree therefore I have 
to choose the 19th century - a period in which 
the costumes are amazing, full of decorative 
excess, material was patterned, and decorated 
with embroidery, beads and trimmings! Rarely 
do you see  me in plain clothes, I quite fancy 
turning up to work wearing a Crinoline, alt-
hough I'm sure it would be uncomfortable and 
impractical! 
 

Name 3 things that you’d take to a stranded 
island? 
- A handsome guy who can cut trees, light 
fires, build shelter, cook, etc. 
- My mobile (I assume there’s electricity and wi
-fi),  
- A copy of the Biography of course ! 

 

Gwyneth Davies  01970 632991 
 

Eilir Evans           01970 632424 
 

If you wish to take part in our volunteering scheme please contact us : 

E-mail:   volunteering@llgc.org.uk  
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Welcome 
 

We are pleased to welcome the 
following volunteers who have 
joined us during the last few 

months :  
   

Mivi, Jay, Shae, Hedydd,  
Alice, Rhys, Susan, 

Anastasia, Aiden & Barry 

Interesting facts: 
 
 

During this quarter : 
 

* 57 volunteers came to the 
Library on a weekly basis. 

* 2,417 volunteering hours 
were completed. 

Amanda & Nan 1,000hrs 
 

Congratulations to Amanda and 
Nan who both hit major milestone 
at the Library.  
 

They each reached a thousand 
volunteering hours.  Well done 
indeed ladies. 

 

Morfudd Jones 
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